I 

%\\$  c§ook  belongs 


of 


Shelf.  


* 


THE  ' 

WORKS, 

LITERARY,  MORAL, 


AND 


MEDICAL, 


OF 


THOMAS  PERCIVAL,  M.D. 

F.R.S.  AND  A.S.— F.R.  S.  AND  R.M.S.  EDIN. 

kATE  i'RES.  OF  THE  LIT.  AND  PHIL.  SOC.  AT  MANCHESTER;  MEMBER  OF 
THE  ROYAL  SOCIETIES  OF  PARIS  AND  OF  LYONS,  OF  THE  MEDICAL 
,     SOCIETIES  OF  LONDON,  AND  OF  AIX  EN  PROVENCE,  OF  THE 
AMERIC.  ACAD.  OF  ARTS,  &c.  AND  OF  THE  AMERIC. 
PHIL.  SOC.  AT  PHILADELPHIA. 


TO   WHICH   A  HE  PREFIXED, 

MEMOIRS  of  his  LIFE  and  WRITINGS, 

AND  A  SELECTION  FROM  HIS 

LITERARY  CORRESPONDENCE. 

A  NEW  EDITION. 


VOL.  I. 


PRINTED  BY  RICHARD  CRUTTWELL,  ST.  JAMES's-STREET,  BATMj 
FOR  J.  JOHNSON,  ST.  PAUL'S  CHURCH- YARD,  LONDON. 

1807. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE  Public  is,  in  these  volumes,  presented  with 
an  entire  collection  of  the  Literary,  Moral,  and 
Medical  Writings  of  Dr.  Percival.  The  parts  which  are 
now  for  the  first  time  published,  are  chiefly  the  fol- 
lowing; "  An  Inaugural  Dissertation,  De  Frigore;" — 
some  additional  Notes  and  Amendments  to  the  "  Medical 
"  Ethics i" — a  Biographical  Tribute  to  the  Memory  of 
Thomas  Butterworth  Bay  ley ,  esq;  of  Hope-hall,  near 
Manchester ; — and  a  selection  from  the  Literary  Corres- 
pondence of  Dr.  Percival,  incorporated  with  the  Memoirs 
of  his  Life  and  Writings. 

Agreeably  to  the  judicious  sentiment  of  Sir  William 
Jones,  that  "  the  best  monument  which  can  be  erected  to 
"  a  man  of  literary  talents  is  a  good  edition  of  his 
"  works;"  the  Editor  of  the  present  publication  is  soli- 
citous to  perform  this  office  of  filial  regard  for  the 
memory  of  a  much-loved  and  respected  parent ;  whilst 
he  is  little  apprehensive  for  the  fate  of  an  entire  col- 
lection, of  which  the  distinct  parts  have  already  been 
honoured  with  general  approbation.-r-To  these  Works  he 
has,  ventured  to  prefix  a  Biographical  Narrative,  with  the 
diffident  hope  of  extending  the  reputation  of  an  eminent 
writer,  by  a  record  of  the  transactions  of  his  private 
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and  literary  Life.  Although  the  uniform  tenor  of  pro- 
fessional avocations,  diversified  only  by  the  liberal  and 
tranquil  pursuit  of  letters,  furnish  few  materials  for 
personal  biography;  yet  happily  the  vicissitudes  of  ex- 
traordinary fortune  are  not  essential  to  illustrate  the 
attribates  of  virtue,  or  the  labours  of  science.  To  some  it 
may  not  be  uninteresting  to  pursue  the  progress  of  a  Man 
of  Letters  through  the  simple  incidents  of  a  career,  which 
afforded  leisure  for  private  occupation,  and  scope  for 
conduct  marked  by  the  peculiarities  of  his  genius; 
nor  can  it  be  wholly  ttninstructivc  to  trace  in  the  familiar 
actions  of  a  grave  and  refined  philosopher  a  conformity 
with  the  precepts  contained  in  his  moral  writings.  The 
image  of  Dr.  Pcrcival's  mind,  which  is  impressed  on 
the  more  durable  monuments  of  his  fame,  may,  it  is 
probable,  have  served  rather  to  excite  than  to  gratify 
the  public  curiosity  respecting  the  passages  of  his  life, 
and  the  features  of  his  character;  and  the  design  of  the 
following  Memoirs  will  be  fulfilled,  if  they  serve  to 
exhibit  a  pleasing  assemblage  of  moral  and  intellectual 
endowments,  a  series  of  unwearied  efforts  in  the  cause 
of  learning  and  humanity,  and  a  life  spent  in  active 
exertions  for  the  public  and  domestic  good,  unblemished 
by  a  single  circumstance  which  it  would  be  painful  fo 
recite.  The  simple  record  of  such  a  life,  it  is  beautifully 
observed  by  a  very  distinguished  writer,*  may  derive  an 
interest  even  from  its  uniformity;  and,  when  contrasted 
with  the  turbulent  events  of  the  passing  scene,  may  lead 
the  thoughts  to  some  views  of  human  nature,  on  which  it 
is  not  ungrateful  to  repose. 

*  Profeflbr  Dugald  Stewart :  Life  of  Reid. 
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JOHN  HAYGARTH,  M.D. 

F.R.S.  LOND.— P.  U.S.  AND  R.M.S.  EDIN.  MEMBER 
OF  THE  AMERIC.  ACAD.  OF  ARTS  AND 
SCIENCES;  AND  OF  THE  LIT.  AND 
FHIL.  SOC.  OF  MANCHESTER. 

DEAR  SIR, 

THERMIT  me  to  addrefs  to  your  protection  thefe 
.  volumes  of  my  Father's  Literary,  Moral, 
and  Medical  Writings.  To  you  I  am  prompted 
to  offer  them,  not  only  from  a  fenfe  of  your  talents 
and  candour  in  eftimating  their  various  merit;  but 
allow  me  to  add,  from  the  convi&ion  that  fuch.  an 
offering  would  have  accorded  molt  gratefully  with  the 
fentiments  of  their  late  venerated  Author.  Your 
friendmip  He  valued  among  the  earlieft,  the  moll 
durable,  and  the  mod  affe&ionate  which  his  life  af- 
forded. Nor  did  he  efteem  it  a  flight  honour  to 
enjoy,  without  interruption,  an  unreferved  and  liberal 
intercourfe  with  one  fo  eminently  diftinguifhed  by 
profeffional  Ikill  and  a&ive  philanthropy. 

In  addreffing  you,  i  need  not  explain  the  motives 
which  dilated  the  works  contained  in  the  prefent 
publication.    The  circumftances  of  their  origin,  and 
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the  purpofes  they  were  defigned  to  fulfil,  were  com- 
monly fubmitted  to  your  confideration,  before  the 
works  themfelves  were  communicated  to  the  Public. 
Their  intrinfic  utility  was  difcufled  with  the  freedom 
and  zeal  which  are  ineflimable  in  the  friendfliips  of 
men  of  letters,  whilft  new  lights  were  (truck  out,  which 
contributed  to  their  illuftration  or  improvement. 

In  extending  the  protection  of  your  Name  to  the 
Biographical  Memoir  prefixed  to  thefe  volumes,  I  am 
not  infenfible  that  I  feek  at  the  fame  time  the  indul- 
gence of  your  criticifm,  and  your  approbation  of  the 
fidelity  of  the  narrative.  But  the  former,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  you  will  readily  accord  ;  nor  can  I  withhold 
the  pleafing  though  flattering  afrurance,  that,  in  the 
following  pages,  yourcandour  will  rccognizethe  faith- 
fulnefs  of  the  writer's  defign,  even  where  his  fuccefs 
has  been  lead  -adequate  to  his  wifhes. 

Permit  me  alfo  to  affure  myfelf  that  you  will 
receive  this  Addrefs,  as-  a  teftimony  of  the  fincere 
xefpett  and  perfeft  efleem  with  which  I  remain, 

Dear  Sir, 
Your  mod  obliged  friend, 

And  faithful  fervant, 
EDWARD  PERCIVAL. 

Bath ,  Jan.  1807. 
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ripHOMAS  PERCIVAL,  the  fubjeft  of  thefe 
-A-     Memoirs,  defcended  from  a  family  of  refpec- 
table  condition,  formerly  refident  at  Thelwall,  in  the 
county  of  Chefter.    His  remote  anceflors  were  occu- 
pied in  the  cultivation  of  the  patrimonial  eftate ;  a 
farm  of  moderate  extent,  which  has  been  lineally 
tranfmitted  to  the  prefent  generation.    The  flender 
fortunes  of  his  line  were  compenfated  by  intellec- 
tual endowments,  and  hereditary  worth.    His  more 
immediate  predeceffors  applied  with  diligence  and 
fuccefs  to  the  fludy  of  fcience ;  and  the  fame  which 
they  acquired  by  the  exercife  of  a  liberal  and  lucra- 
tive profeffion,  appears  to  have  awakened  his  early 
ambition  of  literary  eminence. 
vol.  i.  a 
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His  grandfather,  Peter  Percival,  was  the  firfl:  who 
quitted  the  patrimonial  habitation.  Deftined  by  birth 
to  the  fcanty  inheritance  of  a  younger  fon,  he  was  in- 
duced to  feek  a  more  ample  fortune  by  embracing  the 
profeffion  of  phyfic;  and  accordingly  devoted  himfelf 
to  the  ufual  methods  of  preparatory  ftudy.  With  the 
view  to  a  more  extended  fphere  of  practice  than  his 
native  village  afforded,  he  fixed  his  refidence  at  War- 
rington, in  Lancafliire;  where  he  lived  with  decent 
hofpitality  and  creditable  fame.  The  lady  alfo  whom 
he  married,  (Martha  Worfley,  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
Worfley,  of  Sntton,  in  the  fame  county,)  appears  to 
have  been  remarkable  for  the  attainments  of  her  under- 
standing, and  the  exemplary  virtue  of  her  life.  Her 
filler,  Mrs.  Mather,  is  known  by  the  correfpondence 
which  fhe  held  on  theological  fubje&s  with  the  cele- 
brated Bilhop  Burnet,  by  whom  {he  was  greatly 
efteemed. 

In  the  year  1701,  Peter  Percival  died,  leaving  an 
iffue  of  four  fons  and  one  daughter.  Of  thefe,  the 
eldeft  fon,  Thomas  Percival,  adopted  the  profeffion  of 
his  father  j  and  by  his  fuperior  talents  augmented 
the  reputation  of  his  name.  The  following  iketch, 
from  the  pen  of  his  fucceffor,  defcribes  his  worth  and 
accomplishments:  "  He  received  his  clalfical  educa- 
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tc  tion  at  the  free  grammar -fchool  of  Warrington  j 
"  an  inftitution  well  endowed,  formerly  much  reforted 
"  to  and  held  in  great  eftimation.    From  this  femi- 
*'  nary  he  removed  to  Leyden;  where  he  became 
*'  the  pupil  of  the  celebrated  Boerhaave  ;  and  com- 
"  bined  with  his  medical  purfuits  theftudy  of  various 
"  other  branches  of  knowledge    Following  the  fteps 
"  of  his  great  mailer,  he  directed  his  attention  to  Na- 
"•  tura!  Hiflory,Chemiflry,  Ethics,  and  Theology.  At 
'  me  expiration  of  the  ufual  period,  he  was  honoured 
"  with  the  degree  of  Doflor  of  Phyfic,  A.  D.  1720. 
"  His  inaugural  dilTertation, '  De  Phthifi  Pulmonali,' 
"  is  written  with  elegance,  perfpicuity,  and  much  infor- 
"  mation.    The  love  of  learned  eafe  contracted  the 
"  fphere  of  his  profeffional  exertions;  and  his  practice 
"  was  confined  to  Warrington,  and  a  fmall  furround- 
"  ing  diftricT.   But  his  talents  and  ikill  were  acknow- 
"  ledged  by  able  judges;  and  his  fituation  afforded 
"  him  a  field  fufficienty  ample  for  the  difplay  of 
"  probity,  humanity,  and  difintereftednefs  " 

Jofeph,  the  third*  fon  of  Peter  Percival,  was  born 
in  the  year  1694.    Like  the  reft  of  his  family,  he 

*  James  Percival,  the  fecond  fon,  removed  from  Warrington  to 
Liverpool;  where  he  followed  the  profcifion  of  a  merchant,  during 
the  courfe  of  along  life,  with  honour  and  reputation. 

a  2 
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received  the  benefit  of  a  prudent  and  liberal  educa- 
tion.   But  his  native  difpofition  was  averfe  from  the 
purfuits  of  fame  or  fortune ;  and  he  appears  to  have 
fought  his  happinefs  in  the  tranquil  enjoyment  of  an 
eafy  and  refpeftable  flation.    At  different  periods, 
however,  he  engaged  in  various  branches'  of  com- 
merce ;  and  tranfmitted  to  his  pofterity,  in  the  exam- 
ple of  upright  and  benevolent  conducl,  the  faired 
portion  of  his  inheritance.    By  his  union  with  Mar- 
garet Orred,  a  lady  of  reputable  family  in  Chefhire, 
he  had  feven  children,  of  whom  three  died  at  an 
early  age.    Thomas  Percival,  the  fubjett  of  the 
prcfent  narrative,  was  the  youngeft,  and  only  fur. 
viving  fon;  born  September  29,  N.  S.  1740. 

During  the  period  of  infancy,  his  health  was  feeble 
and  precarious,  requiring  all  the  offices  of  tender 
affiduity  to  preferve  and  invigorate  his  frame.  His 
youth,  neverthelefs,  was  carefully  devoted  to  intellec- 
tual improvement,  aided  by  the  opportunities  of  m- 
ftruftion  which  ^-e-tired  provincial  town  afforded.  The 
individuals  of  his  family  who  had  gained  difUn&ion  by 
their  literary  attainments,  had  excited  a  tafte  for  know- 
ledge, and  even  a  relifh  for  ftudious  purfuits,  among 
the  other  members  of  his  domeftic  circle  j  fo  that 
thofe  who  guided  his  juvenile  conduct,  were  well 
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fitted  by  their  acquifitions  to  form  and  cultivate  his 
mind.  At  the  age  of  three  years,  however,  he  fuf- 
fered  the  Angular  misfortune  of  lofing  both  his  parents 
by  deceafe  at  the  fame  time;  the  death  of  his  mother 
happening  a  few  hours  only  after  that  of  his  father, 
whofe  health  had  been  gradually  undermined  by  the 
forrow  which  her  long  and  painful  illnefs  occafioned. 

But  the  lofs  of  parental  inftrucYion  was  fupplied  to 
their  fon  by  the  able  and  affectionate  care  of  his 
eldeft  fifter,  Elizabeth  Percival,  the  real  mother  of 
his  underftanding  and  manners.  The  excellent  qua- 
lities of  this  lady,  a  rare  benevolence  of  temper,  and 
undiffembled  probity  of  mind,  were  in  no  common 
degree  congenial  to  the  character  which  fhe  was  des- 
tined to  unfold;  whilft  the  image  of  her  virtues'  feemed 
to  be  reflected  in  the  youthful  difpofitions  of  her 
charge.  The  purity  of  her  moral  precepts,  no  •  lefs 
than  the  warmth  of  her  affection,  infpired  his  mind 
with  the  indelible  fentiment  of  filial  regard  j  and  to 
the  lateft  hour  of  his  life  few  reflections  afforded  him 
more  grateful  pleafure,  than  thofe  affociated  with  the 
memory  of  her  kindnefs.* 

*  This  lady  had  the  happinefs  of  witnefling,  during  the  courfe 
of  a  long  life,  the  fruits  of  her  maternal  care.  She  died,  at  an 
advanced  age,  a  few  years  only  before  the  fubjecl  of  this  memoir  ; 
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After  palling  through  the  ufual  forms  of  elementary 
inftru&ion,  at  a  refpe&able.  private  feminary  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Warrington,  Mr.  Percival  was  en- 
tered, in  the  tenth  year  of  his  age,  at  the  free  gram- 
mar-fchool  of  that  town.  Under  the  care  of  the  Rev, 
Mr.  Hay  ward,  (a  teacher  of  considerable  fame,)  he 
laid  the  chief  foundation  of  his  acquaintance  with  the 
Latin  and  Greek  languages  ;  and  by  early  proficiency 
recommended  himfelf  to  the  efteem  of  a  rigorous 
mafter.  His  induftry  and  fuccefs  were  confpicuoufly 
fuperior  to  his  years  j  the  zeal  of  his  application 
fo  far  exceeding  the  bounds  which  a  delicate  confti- 
tution  prefcribed,  as  to  render  it  expedient,  fome 
time  afterwards,  to  remove  him  to  another  fchool, 
where  his  labours  might  be  lefs  fevere.  But  the 
faithful  regard  of  Mr.  Hay  ward  followed  him  to  this, 

who  has  teftified  his  affe&ionate  efteem  for  his  "  fofter  parent,"  by 
recording  her  virtues,  and  his  own  obligations,  in  a  pathetic  infcripT 
tion  to  her  memory. — PorTefTed  of  an  underftanding  of  more  than 
ufual  energy,  her  thoughts  were  often  and  deeply  converfant  with 
fubjecls  relating  to  religion  ;  and  her  judgment  in  thefe  matters  was 
fortified  and  improved  by  theological  ftudy.  Her  favourite  recur- 
rence to  topics  of  ferious  meditation  had  even  contributed  to  caft 
over  her  mind  a  fhade  of  folicitude,  which  was  fometimes  obferved 
to  mingle  with  the  deeper  colouring  of  defpondency.  But  her 
active  duties  were  cheerfully  and  afliduoufly  performed ;  and  the 
warmth  of  her  piety  was  infufed  into  the  early  fcntimcnts  of  her 
charge. 
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new  fituation,  and  at  length,  through  earneft.  en- 
treaty, procured  his  return  to  the  free  grammar- 
fchool,  where  he  remained  during  feveral  years. 

In  the  autumn  of  1757,  the  Warrington  Academy 
was  opened ;  when  the  name  of  Mr.  Percival  was  the 
flrfb  enrolled  on  a  numerous  and  refpectable  lift  of 
pupils.  At  this  inftitution,  whofe  celebrity  is  not 
unknown  to  men  of  letters,  he  purfued  with  un- 
gating diligence  the  claffical  fludies  in  which  he  had 
already  made  confiderable  progrefs.  The  Latin  com- 
pofitions,  in  particular,  which  he  executed  about  this 
time,  difplay  the  extent  not  lefs  than  the  accuracy  of 
his  attainments.  In  the  fubfequent  and  far  greater 
part  of  his  life,  the  failure  of  his  eye-fight  precluding 
him  from  the  perufal  of  works  in  fuch  languages  as 
are  not  made  fluently  intelligible  by  a  reader,  his 
intercourfe  with  the  writings  of  antiquity  was  in  great 
meafure  relinquished ;  but  he  proved  the  value  of  his 
prefent  labours,  by  manifefting  his  tafte  and  his  /kill 
in  compofition  even  at  an  advanced  age. 

It  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  Percival  applied  with 
much  afliduity  at  any  period  to  the  cultivation  of 
mathematical  fcience  j  nor  did  his  acquirements  in 
that  department  extend  beyond  the  limited  inftruc- 
tions  he  received  during  his  refidence  at  the  War- 
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rington  Academy.  The  ftudy  of  Ethics,  however, 
which  formed  an  important  branch  of  academical  dis- 
cipline, attracted  his  early  curiofity.  Guided  by  an 
able  matter,  he  explored  the  various  and  fafcinating 
regions  of  moral  fcience ;  and  imbibed  a  partiality 
for  thefe  purfuits,  which,  while  it  prompted  his  imme- 
diate induftry,  furnilhed  a  fource  of  the  moft  grateful 
occupations  of  his  riper  leifure.  To  ethical  he 
united  theological  reading.;  and  by  obferving  the 
falutary  cuftom  of  devoting  the  fabbath  to  thefe 
ftudies  exclufively,  his  acquaintance  with  them  foon 
became  familiar,  and  even  extenfive.  His  relifh  for 
enquiries  of  this  kind  might,  perhaps,  be  aflbciated 
with  the  Angular  purity  or  integrity  of  fentiment 
which  charaaerifed  his  moral  nature.  But  his 
labours  were  encouraged  by  the  affiftance  and  exam- 
ple of  a  private  inftruclor,  to  whom  he  has  acknow- 
ledged the  deepefl:  obligations.  This  friendly  affiftant 
was  the  Rev.  John  Seddon;  who  had  been  recently 
appointed  minifter  of  a  congregation  of  Proteftant 
Diffenters,  and  whofe  abilities  raifed  him  to  the 
office  of  Ref/or  Academia,  or  head  of  the  Inftitution, 
at  Warrington.  It  may  be  added,  that  the  reputa- 
tion of  this  divine  extended  widely  beyond  the  fphere 
of  his  paftoral  connexions  j  whilft  his  private  virtues 
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adorned  and  animated  a  numerous  fociety.  The 
influence,  in  the  mean  time,  which  he  acquired  over 
his  young  pupil,  was  carefully  exerted  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  latter,  in  the  various  branches  of 
knowledge  fuited  to  his  capacity;  but  chiefly,  as  it 
appears,  in  directing  his  ambition  or  his  tafle  to 
tliofe  liberal  ftudies  of  philofophy,  in  which  he  after- 
wards delighted  to  excel.    Nor  was  Mr.  Percival 
;nfenfible  to  the  attributes  of  piety  and  benevolence 
which  dignified  the  character  of  his  guide.  The 
aflemblage  of  virtues  which  he  afterwards  afcribed  to 
Mr.  Seddon,  in  a  tributary  record,  feems  to  have 
excited  in  a  lively  manner  his  refpect  and  admiration; 
nor  is  it  unworthy  of  remark,  that  the  faithful  picture 
of  his  friend  is  characterized  by  features  bearing  a 
(hiking  refemblance  to  his  own.*— It  may  be  related 
in  this  place,  (as  the  circumftance  influenced  the  early 
education,  and  probably  the  future  views,  of  die  fub- 
]e£t  of  this  memoir,)  that  foon  after  the  period  of 
Mr.  Seddon's  eftablifliment  in  Warrington,  the  family 
of  Mr.  Percival  was  induced  to  quit  communion 
with  the  church  of  England,  and  to  efpoufe  the 
tenets  of  Proteftant  Diffent.    The  facred  ftudies  in 
which  the  older  part  of  its  members  had  deeply 
*  See  vol.  i.  page  33. 
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engaged,  feem  to  have  wrought  a  change  in  their 
religious  opinions,  accompanied  with  correfponding 
fentiments  in  thofe  around  them.  The  motives  of 
their  converfion  were  unqueftionably  fincere;  and  the 
period  of  declaration  might  be  produced,  or  haftened, 
by  a  rational  preference  for  the  difcourfes  of  a  libe- 
ral divine  of  Arian  perfuafion. 

In  connexion  with  this  circumftance,  another  fact, 
may  be  recorded,  which  difplays  the  chara&eriftic 
integrity  of  Mr.  Percival's  mind.    Previous  to  his 
removal  from  the  Warrington  Academy,  he  had  for 
fome  time  indulged  the  wifh  of  entering  the  univerfity 
of  Oxford;  but  he  hefitated  concerning  the  fub- 
fcription  to  the  thirty-nine  Articles  of  Faith  which 
is  required,  by  Jiatuie,  on  matriculation.  This 
diffidence,  encouraged  perhaps  by  the  fuggeftions  of 
his  friends,  induced  him,  even  at  thus  early  a  period, 
to  examine  the  validity  of  each  Article  of  belief,  with 
all  the  pains  he  was  able  to  command.    His  leifure, 
he  has  frequently  declared,  was  for  a  confiderable 
time  occupied  by  the  ftudy  of  the  bed  doctrinal  inter- 
preters, whofe  writings  he  perufed  with  diligent  zeal. 
The  reful t  of  his  enquiry,  however,  ferved  rather  to 
confirm  than  to  remove  his  fcruples;  and  he  at  length 
refolved,  with  reluctance,  to  abandon  his  fcheme  of 
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refidence  at  Oxford._  As  the  terms  of  matriculation 
at  Cambridge  were  at  that  time  nearly  fimilar,  he 
began  to  direct  his  views  to  the  univerfity  of  Edin- 
burgh ;  whither  he  removed  in  the  twenty-fin!  year 
of  his  age,  and  commenced  his  (ludics  in  Medical 
Science. 

Having  hitherto  cultivated  with  fuccefs  thofe 
branches  of  knowledge  on  which  a  liberal  profeflion 
is  mod  advantageoufly  grafted,  he  now  bent  his  la- 
bours to  the  object  of  his  future  deflination.  His 
'  ardour  feems  to  have  been  excited,  and  his  induftry 
fecured,  by  a  long-cherifhed  predilection*  for  the 
purfuits  connected  with  Phyfic  ;  a  fcience  or  an  art 
allied  to  an  almofl  infinite  range  of  natural  and  moral 
enquiry.    In  the  profecution  of  his  private  fludies  he 

*  The  fourcc  of  this  predilection  may  be  worthy  of  remark,  as 
jt  illuftrates  the  early  character  of  the  fubject  of  this  narrative.  In 
the  juvenile  ardour  of  his  mind,  he  had  been  accuftomed  to  regard, 
with  lingular  veneration,  the  genius  and  learning  of  his  paternal 
uncle,  Dr.  Percival ;  and  to  aflbciate  with  the  character  prelented 
to  his  imagination,  every  attainment  fuited  to  the  ambition  of  his 
future  life.  Thefe  fentiments,  derived  from  his  own  reflections,  or 
inculcated  by  his  friends,  were  cheriflied  by  him  with  parti;d  care, 
and  eventually  determined  the  choice  of  his  profeflion. — At  the 
death  of  this  relative,  (in  the  year  1750,)  he  received  an  accefiion  to 
his  patrimonial  fortune,  which  afforded  him  ample  means  for  a  liberal 
education.  He  at  the  fame  time  came  into  pofleflion  of  an  cxtcnlivc 
library,  which  opened  to  him  the  invaluable  privilege  of  a  familiar 
accd-j  to  books  from  the  commencement  of  his  earliefl  itudies. 


•Ml       MEMOIRS  OF  THE  LIFE  AND  WRITINGS 

had  for  fome  time  chiefly  delighted;  and  he  appears, 
by  the  evidence  of  his  confidential  letters,  to  have  fek, 
h  a  lively  degree,  that  infatiable  ardour  for  intellec- 
tual improvement,  which  is  at  once  the  prefage  and 
the  inftrument  of  future  eminence.    To  this  propen- 
fity  the  delicacy  of  his  natural  conftitution  might 
probably  contribute,  by  preventing  the  diverfion*  of 
his  tafte  to  purfuits  uncongenial  with  the  habits  of  a 
ftudent;  while  his  fuccefs  in  the  labours  of  the  clofet 
confirmed  an  early  and  fortunate  partiality.  The  par- 
ticular method  which  he  adopted  in  his  medical  ftudies, 
may  at  leafi:  manifefi:  his  perfevering  induflry.  After 
carefully  perufing,  he  epitomized  and  commented  upon 
the  moft  valuable  treatifes ;  he  revifed  again  and  again 
what  he  had  imperfectly  written  ;  and  tranfcribed,  as 
far  as  he  was  able,- the  leflures  of  the  mod:  eminent 
profeflbrs.    His  juvenile  manufcripts  (which  happen 
to  have  been  preferved)  teftify  his  application  to  this 
laborious  procefs,  which  laid  the  folid  foundation 
of  his  future  fame.    In  the  academical  focieties  alfo, 
and  other  meetings  for  the  difcuffion  of  fcientific 
fubjects,  he  fuftained  an  a£Hve  part  with  no  incon- 
fiderable  credit ;  whilft  among  his  alTociates  were 
feveral  individuals  who  have  fince  rifen  ^to  eminent 
eputation,  and  whofe  efforts,  like  his  own,  have 


OF  THOMAS  PERCIVAL,  M.  D. 


X11L 


contributed  to  quicken  the  progrefs  of  fcience  and 
philanthropy.* 

Mr.  Percival's  affiduity  in  thefe  purfuits,  however, 
did  not  preclude  him  from  ufmg  with  care  the  oppor- 
tunities he  pofTefled  of  forming  an  extenfive  acquain- 
tance with  the  literary  characters  and  perfons  of  dis- 
tinction in  Edinburgh.  He  had  the  good  fortune,  in 
particular,  to  enjoy  frequent  and  friendly  intercourfe 
with  the  rival  candidates  for  hiftoric  fame,  Mr.  Hume, 
and  Dr.  Robertfon.  For  the  former  of  thefe  he  feems 
to  have  entertained  a  ftrong  perfonal  regard ;  nor 
did  he  afterwards  fuifer  his  veneration  of  the  man 
and  the  philofopher  to  be  dimlniihed  by  his  averfion 
from  the  polemic.  "  It  was  impoffible  to  know  Mr. 
"  Hume,"  (he  declares  in  one  of  his  moral  differta- 

*  Foremoft  among  the  number  of  his  intimate  friends  and  com- 
panions, was  the  late  Thomas  Butterworth  Bayley,  efq;  of  Hope, 
near  Manchefter.  At  an  earlier  age  than  Mr.  Percival,  he  went  to 
Edinburgh,  in  purfuit  of  general  fcience;  and  an  intimacy  was 
there  formed,  which,  in  the  fubfequent  period  of  their  lives,  was 
cherifhed  by  the  moft  unreferved  intercourfe,  and  the  conftant  reci- 
procation of  good  offices.  [Vide  Biographical  Memoirs,  &c.  vol.  ii. 
p.  ]  Afriendfhip,  not  lefs  valued  or  durable,  was  there  formed 
with  Dr.  Haygarth,  of  Bath  ;  the  moft  frequent  of  his  early  corres- 
pondents, and  the  moft  intimate  of  his  profeffional  friends.  Among 
the  number  of  his  aflbciates,  alfo,  were  Dr.  Falconer,  Dr.  Aikin,  Sir 
Lucas  Pepys,  bart.  and  feveral  others,  diftinguiflicd  by  their  fcien. 
tifi  C  attainments. 
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tions)  "  without  admiring  his  talents,  and  loving  him 
"  for  the  fuavity  of  his  manners."    Their  acquain- 
tance was  renewed  at  Paris ;  where  Mr.  Hume  was 
then  refident  as  fecretary  to  the  Englifh  embaffyj  and 
where,  (as  the  fubjett  of  this  memoir  ufed  to  obferve,) 
.amidlt  a  crowd  of  flatterers,  he  alone  appeared  infen- 
fible  to  the  artifices  or  the  fedu&ions  of  vanity.  At 
the  houfe  of  Dr.  Robertfon,  Mr.  Percival  was  a  fre- 
quent  gueft;  and  the  kindnefs  with  which  he  was 
received,  left  in  his  mind  a  pleafing  and  grateful 
remembrance.    During  two  winters  he  refided  in  the 
family  of  Mrs.  Symes,  the  filter  of  the  hiftorian,  (and 
newly-appointed  Principal  of  the  univerfity,)  to  whofe 
recommendation  he  was  indebted  for  that  benefit. 
His  refidencewas  the  more  eftimable,  as  it  facilitated 
his  ad  million  to  a  fociety  which  he  knew  well  to  ad- 
mire and  value;  and  the  connection  of  friendfliip 
formed  by  this  means  was  preferved  and  revived  by 
occafional  correfpondence,  to  the  termination  of  Dr. 
Robertfon's  life.* 

*  Befides  the  fociety  to  which  Mr.  Percival  was  introduced  by 
his  acquaintance  with  thefe  diftinguifhed  perfons,  and  feveral  of  the 
ProfelTors,  he  had  occafionally  the  opportunity  of  mingling  with  a 
variety  of  individuals,  eminent  for  their  rank  or  learning,  at  the 
weekly  entertainments  of  the  late  Earl  of  Hopetown,'  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Edinburgh,  and  of  Provoft  Drummond,  in  that  city. 
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During  three  feflions^  Mr.  Percival  attended  the 
le&ures  of  the  mod  diftinguifhed  profeflbrs  of  Edin- 
burgh. But  an  intervening  year  was  occupied  by 
his  refidence  in  London  j  where  he  diligently  availed 
himfelf  of  the  advantages  which  that  metropolis  af- 
fords to  the  ftudent  of  phyfic.  He  at  the  fame  time 
enjoyed  the  opportunity  of  extending  the  circle  of  his 
connections,  by  cultivating  the  acquaintance  of  many 
individuals  of  eminence.  One  friendfhip  of  peculiar 
intimacy  may  deferve  notice,  as  it  was  cheriflied  on 
each  fide  by  the  reciprocation  of  an  almoft  paternal 
and  filial  regard.  The  perfon  to  whom  Mr.  Percival 
was  thus  attached  was  the  late  Lord  Willoughby  de 
Parham,  a  nobleman  of  confiderable  learning  and 
various  accomplifliments.  His  country  refidence  be- 
ing not  very  diftant  from  Warrington,  the  fubject  of 
thefe  memoirs  enjoyed  his  frequent  and  confidential 
intercourfe  in  his  fituation  of  retirement  j  and  amidft: 
his  Lordiliip's  numerous  engagements  in  London, 
the  fame  affiduity  of  friendfliip  was  preferved.  The 
official  fituations*  which  Lord  Willoughby  held  in 

*  His  Lordfhip  was  Chairman  of  the  Committees  of  the  Houfe 
of  Peers;  Prefident  of  the  Antiquarian  Society;  Vice-Pretident  of' 
the  Royal  Society,  and  of  the  Society  of  Arts ;  one  of  the  Com- 
miflioriers  of  the  Board  of  Longitude,  &c. 
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the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  in  the  Royal  and  Antiquarian 
Societies,  conferred  upon  him  public  diflinctlon;  and 
his  houfe  was  the  refort  of  the  molt  eminent  perfons 
of  that  time.  At  his  literary  meetings  he  was  efpe- 
cially  folicitous  to  introduce  his  young  friend  to  an 
acquaintance  with  the  moll  confpicuous  characters;  or 
to  recommend  him  to  thofe  individuals,  whofe  coun- 
tenance might  be  of  fervice  to  him  in  the  future  • 
courfe  of  his  life.  On  the  death  of  this  excellent 
nobleman,  which  happened  early  in  the  year  1765, 
Mr.  Percival  lamented  deeply  the  lofs  of  a  faithful 
friend,  and  affectionate  patron. — Shortly  after  that 
event,  he  experienced  a  gratifying  teftimony  of  his 
late  friend's  kindnefs,  in  being  unanimoufly  elected 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London.  His  ad- 
miflion  had  been  propofed  by  Lord  Willoughby, 
who  then  held  the  office  of  vice-prefident ;  when  from 
refpect  to  his  lordlhip's  recommendation,  as  well  as 
from  the  perfonal  claims  of  the  candidate,  the  Soci- 
ety proceeded  immediately  to  elect  him  to  their  body ; 
the  youngeft  member  (I  am  informed)  ever  intro- 
duced into  that  learned  corporation. 

In  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  Mr.  Percival 
removed  to  the  univerfity  of  Leyden,  with  a  view  to 
complete  the  courfe  of  his  medical  ftudies,  and  to  be 
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admitted  to  the  degree  of  Do&or  of  Phy%.  Some 
local  eircumftances  of  difference  having  arifeti  between 
the  profefors  and  the  medical  ftudents  of  Edinburgh, 
a  general  emigration  to  Leyden  took  place  at  that 
period.    But  the  high  reputation  which  the  latter 
imiverfity  then  obtained,  has  long  fmce  teen  rivalled 
or  eclipfed  by  the  advancement  of  the  former. 
Having  defended  in  die  public  fchools  his  inaugural 
ditfertation  «  De  Frlgore,"  Mr.  Percival  was  prefented 
with  the  diploma  of  M.  D.  on  the  6th  of  July,  1765. 
Soon  afterwards  he  proceeded  on  his  route  to  Paris, 
where  his  curiofity  and  his  intercourfe  with  the  per- 
fons  to  whofe  friendly  attentions  he  was  recommended, 
detained  him  fome  time.  On  his  return,  he  eonducled 
his  tour  through  various  parts  of  France  and  Holland, 
and  arrived  in  England  at  the  clofe  of  the  fame  year. 

Dr.  Percival  now  joined  his  family  at  Warrington 
without  delay;  and  lhortly  afterwards  accompliflied 
his  engagement  of  marriage  with  Elizabeth  the  daugh- 
ter and  only  furviving  child  of  Nathaniel  Baffiiett,  efq; 
merchant,  of  London.  By  this  happy  alliance,  the 
moft  valuable  exertions  of  Dr.  Percival's  life  were 
called  forth.  In  the  a&ive  offices  of  his  profeffion, 
his  diligence  was  increafed  by  the  profpeft  of  extend- 
ing to  his  fucceflbrs  the  fame  and  the  benefit  of  his 
vol.  1.  ]. 


XV111    MEMOIRS  OF  THE  LIFE  AND  WRITi.,  .2 

labours;  and  the  world  has  been  indebted  for  the  more 
elegant  producYons  of  his  ftudious  leifure,  to  thofe 
fent  iments  of  paternal  folicitude  with  which  they  are 
faithfully  impreffed.  During  two  years,  he  con- 
tinued io  refide  at  his  native  place  ;  looking  around 
at  the  fame  time  to  d.fcover  an  opening-  to  a  more 
ample  field  for  the  exercife  of  his  profeffion.  It 
feems,  indeed,  to  have  been  his  intention  to  fix  his 
abode  at  fume  future  period  in  London  :  but  he  was 
meanwhile  defirous  of  gaming  fome  fliare  of  experi- 
ence and  reputation  in  the  country,  previous  to  his 
fettlement  in  the  metropolis.  His  prefent  views  were 
accordingly  directed  to  this  objecf;  when,  after  a 
confideraticn  of  various  plans,  he  at  laft  determined 
on  refiding  at  Mauchefter.  In  the  year  1767,  he 
removed  with  his  family  to  that  town,  and  com- 
menced h;s  profeffional  career,  with  a  degree  of  fuc- 
cefs,  which,  I  believe,  has  feldom  been  paralleled. 

The  leifure  which  Dr.  Percival  had  hitherto 
enjoyed,  had  given  him  the  opportunity  of  engaging 
in  various  philofophical  and  experimental  enquiries, 
relating,  for  the  moft  part,  to  the  fcience  of  Phyfic. 
The  "  Effays"  which  he  formed  on  the  refult  of  his 
inveftigations,  were  fometimes  prefented  to  the  Royal 
Society,  and  were  afterwards  inferted  in  thevolumes  of 
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its  Tranfaftions;  at  otlier  times,  they  were  communi- 
cated to  the  public  through  the  medium  of  the  mod 
current  periodical  journals.  Thefe  mifcellaneouspieces 
were,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year,  collected  and 
publiflied  in  one  volume,  under  the  title  of  EJfays 
Medical  and  Experimental. 

The  favourable  reception  which  this  volume 
gained  with  the  public,  encouraged  its  author  to  pur- 
fue  the  fcheme  of  experimental  enquiry  which  he  had 
commenced.  His  choice  of  this  method,  it  may  be 
obferved,  was  direcled  by  a  mature  confideration  of 
the  proper  object  and  means  of  fcientific  refearch ; 
and  as  he  laboured  with  perfeverance  in  a  walk  at 
that  time  little  frequented  by  men  of  talents  or  learn- 
ing, it  may  not  be  fuperfluous  to  explain  briefly. the 
nature  of  his  defign. 

The  progrefs  of  Medical  Science,  when  compared 
with  the  number  and  diligence  of  its  profeflbrs,  might 
juftly  appear  inconfiderable,  and  excite  the  attention 
of  the  more  liberal  part  to  the  caufes  which  retarded 
its  advancement.  So  recently,  however,  have  the 
rules  of  legitimate  investigation  been  generally  com- 
prehended, that  thefe  caufes  were  imperfe&ly  under- 
wood, and  often  erroneoufly  explained,  by  writers  of 
Etyfa  in  the  middle  of  the  laft  century.  Medical 

b  2 
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philofophers  had  not  hitherto  acknowledged,  that  the 
fame  circurnftances  which  at  firft  promoted;  tended 
afterwards  unequivocally  to  obftruc"t  the  enlargement 
of  their  fcience  ;  or  that  the  vafl  defigns  of  the 
Fathers  of  Phyfic  dazzled,  whilfl  they  enlightened, 
the  judgments  of  their  fucceflbrs.  The  early  flrufhire 
of  medicine,  like  that  of  other  fciences,  having  arifen 
from  the  energies  of  individual  genius,  men  were 
accr.ftomed  to  look  for  its  extenfion  and  improvement 
to  the  like  efforts  of  extraordinary  intellects ;  and 
thus,  whilfl  the  multitude  neglefled  the  proper  ufe,  or 
abandoned  the  record  of  their  experience,  a  few  capa- 
cious minds  laboured  to  extend  their  views  on  every 
fide  to  the  boundary  of  phyfical  refearch.  On  the 
credit  of  their  own  experiments  and  obfervation  they 
erected  comprehenfive  fyflems  ;  and,  poflcfTed  of  the 
common  faculties  which  nature  has  alligned  to  limit 
individual  experience,  they  trufted  to  other  powers 
for  the  artificial  arrangement  of  her  laws.  Hence  the 
great  and  important  difcoveries  which  thefe  mafters 
fucceffively  made,  were  fo  blended  with  the  fanciful 
errors  of  fpeculation,  that  each  in  his  turn  contributed 
to  miflead  the  opinions  of  mankind.  By  miftaking 
the  proper  object  of  philofophy,  the  ineftimable 
powers  of  genius  and  induftry  were  often  laviflied  on 


OF  THOMAS  PERCIVAL,  M.  D.  xxi 

i 

the  purfuit  of  a  fhadowj  and  the  first  principles 
of  medical  fcience  feemed  deftined  to  be  the  fport  of 
perpetual  uncertainty. 

It  may  not,  indeed,  appear  unaccountable,  that  a 
fcience  extending  over  the  animal  and  intellectual,  as 
well  as  the  material,  kingdom,  mould  continue  longer 
involved  in  conjectural  hypothecs,  than  the  more  ab- 
ftract  or  limited  fubjects  of  iuveftigation.  The  fuccefs, 
however,  with  which  philofophers  had  begun  to  eluci- 
date other  departments  of  experimental  knowledge, 
at  length  ferved  to  communicate  its  proper  light  to 
medical  enquiry.    The  error  was  gradually  acknow- 
ledged, of  attempting  to  gain  the  mattery  over  fo 
comprehenfive  a  fcience  by  the  folitary  powers  of  the 
moll  vigorous  capacity;  and  a  more  adequate  method 
was  filently  adopted,  which,  by  exercifmg  the  reafon 
and  experience  of  an  indefinite  multitude,  and  by 
diftributing  its  labours  in  due  arrangement,  has 
brought  them  to  bear  with  united  advantage  on  the 
fame  common  object.    The  moft  enlightened  and 
powerful  minds  have  been  diverted  from  the  form- 
ation of  fyftems,  to  the  accurate  fcrutiny  and  faithful 
record  of  the  facts  which  are  cognizable  by  their 
fenfes ;  whilft  men  of  humbler  talents,  who  formerly 
received  with  acquiefccnce  the  opinions  of  theif 
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fuperiors,  have  fince  laboured  with  them  in  the  fame 
field  of  experiment  and  refearch.    The  benefit  of  this 
wide  co-operation  has  greatly  exceeded  the  fimple 
meafure  of  the  truths  which  have  been  accumulated. 
Nor  would  it  be  an  exaggeration  to-  affert,  that  the 
fplendid  difcoveries  in  experimental  fcicnce  which 
recent  times  have  witneffed,  are  to  be  afcribed  folely 
to  the  more  extended  influence  of  thofe  rules  of 
legitimate  philofophy,  which  Lord  Bacon  attempted, 
two  centuries  ago,  to  eftablifli. 

In  eftimating  the  merit   therefore  of  fcientific 
writers,  fome  preference  will  be  due  to  thofe,  who 
were  among  the  firft  to  give  a  right  direction  to  the 
induftry  of  their  cotemporaries. .  Although  Dr.  Per- 
cival  was  by  no  means  the  earliefl:  writer  of  Effays  on. 
diitincl:  fubjeas  of  Experimental  Phyfic ;  yet  no 
medical  philofopher,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  difcover, 
had  hitherto  fo  clearly  unfolded,  or  purfued  through 
fo  confiderable  a  feries,  the  objecls  of  this  practical 
defign.    The  merits  of  the  fcheme  are  unqueftionable; 
and  the  merits  of  the  writer  may  be  efleemed  of  fupe- 
rior  excellence,  becaufe  he  has  riien  above  the  com- 
mon prejudices  of  the  times,  and  anticipated,  in  fome 
degree,  that  enlightened  order  of  enquiry,  which  lias 
fince  more-  generally  prevailed. 
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In  the  two  preliminary  elTays  of  the  volume  jufl 
mentioned,  the  author  was  at  fome  pains  to  invefti- 
gate  and  correct  the  errors  to  which  medical  writers 
are  peculiarly  liable.  The  firfl,  entitled'  "  The 
Dogmatic,"  exhibits  the  pernicious  tendency  of 
adhering  to  pre-conceived  opinions,  in  defiance  or 
perverfion  of  actual  experience.  The  other,  "  The 
Empiric,"  expofes  the  folly  of  miftaking  folitary  facTs 
for  univerfal  truths.  By  removing  the  influence  of 
thefe  mifapprehenfions,  the  writer  hoped  to  recom- 
mend a  more  liberal  fpirit  of  enquiry;  and  to  redeem 
from  the  confufion  of  factitious  error  the  fimple  and 
perfect:  order  of  nature.  "  The  annals  of  medicine," 
he  declares,  "  abound  with  inftances  of  the  fatal 
"  effects  of  empiricifm  and  hypothetical  reafoning, 
"  founded  on  fictitious  principles.  But  thefe  exam- 
<c  pies,  painful  as  they  are  to  a  feeling  mind,  impeach 

not  the  honour,  or  the  ufefulnefs,  of  the  healing 
"  art  ;  and  are  chargeable  only  on  the  ignorance  of 
"  a  few  of  its  profelTors,  and  the  credulity  of  man- 
"  kind.  The  hiftory  of  the  Chriftian  Church  pre- 
"  fents  us  with  a  picture  ftill  more  (hocking  to  huma- 
"  nity.  But  who  difputes  the  influence  of  religion 
*'  to  promote  the  peace,  order,  and  happinefs  of 
"  fociety,  becaufe  fuperftition  hath  occafioned  fo 
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"  much  confufion,  mifery,  and  devaftation  ?    It  is 
"  fmcerely  to  be  lamented,  that  jufter  ideas  are  not 
"  formed  of  the  nature,  extent,  and  objects  of  medi- 
"  cine  in  general;  and  of  the  feveral  branches  into 
"  which,  as  ?.  practical  fcience,  too  extecfive  for  any 
"  individual  to.  exerctfe,  it  is  now  divided."    In  a 
fubfequent  publication,  Dr.  Percival  obferves,  that 
"  the  great  Lord  Verulam  recommends  the  collecting 
"  of  fads,  obfervations,  and  raperiments,  as  the  bell 
<:  method  of  promoting  the  improvement  of  phytic; 
"  and  experience  hath  fully  evinced  the  utility  of 
"  fuch  :'-  p'an.    In  this  way,"  he  adds, "  1  am  ara- 
"  bilious  of  contributing  my  mite  to  the  general 
<c  Rock  of  knowledge;  and  fhall  think  myfelf. happy, 
"  if  I  can  thus  render  the  purfuit  of  my  own  inftruc- 
"  tion  and  amufement  fnbfervient  tb  the  interefts  0f 
t:  my  profeffion,  and  to  the  general  good  of  nian- 
c-  kind."    In  the  fame  preliminary  difcourfe,  the 
author  continues,  "  I  have  annexed  a  few  feleft 
<c  hi/lories  of  difeafes^  agreeably  to  the  plan  of  Lord 
*'  Bacon;  who  advifes  phyficians  to  revive  the  Hip- 
61  pocratic  method  of  compofing  narratives  of  parti- 
<£  cular  cafes,  in  which  the  nature  of  the  difeafe,  the 
"  manner  of  treating  it,  and  the  confequences,  are  to 
"  be  fpecifiedj  to  attempt  the  cure  of  thofe  difeafes 
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<c  which  have  been  too  boldly  pronounced  incurable^ 
"  and  to  extend  their  enquiries  into  the  powers  of 
<:  particular  11edicin.es,   in  tjbte  cure  of  particular 

It  may  be  mfa,  )u  wever,  to  admit,  that  the  <  -pinions 
and  language  of  Or.  Pcrcival's  writings  are  not  on  all 
qcqafions  equally  free  feom  the  tin&urd :  Qf  hypothejis? 
But  it  mull  at  the  fame  time  be  acknowledged,  that 
to  preferve  a  fyftematie  view  of'  the-eixechv  of  a  vafl 
number  c>c  operathe  materials  on  the  liv'-m;  frame, 
without  aflbciating  t!iem  in  the  mind,  by  fame  general 
though  unfeen  principles  of  agency,  has  bh  herto  ex- 
ceeded the  endeavour  of  the  tnofc  fcrupulouS  a:  id  even 
fceptical  enquirer ;  whilfi:  the  imperfections  of  lan- 
guage Lave  oppofed  almoft  jnfuperable  ob/lacles  to 
the  entire  rejection  of  hypothefis  from  inedjeal  writings. 
Thus,  for  example,  of  the  tei  nas  employed  about  clini- 
nieal  hillories,  all  the  active  appellations  pre-fuppofe, 
as  matter  u:  unrverfal  belief,  the  exigence  of  hidden 
caufesand  infer ntable  operations j  nor  is  it  unobvious 
that  the  whole  vocabulary  of  the  fcience  involves  a 
perpetual  recourfe  to  figurative  phrafeology.*  Yet 

*  May  it  not  be  doubted  whether  the  primary  rules  of  juft  rea- 
foning,  or,  in  other  terms,  of  univerfal logic,  be  hitherto  fuiiiciently 
underitood,  to  render  it  probable  that  a  radical  improvement  in 
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on  a  comparifon  of  the  compofitions  of  Dr.  Percival 
with  thofe  of  his  predecelTors,  they  will  appear,  I  am 
perfuaded,  fingularly  free  from  the  defers  which 
are  here  explained j  and  which  it  fcemed  proper  to 
notice,  as  they  might  be  efleemed  exceptions  to  the 
found  and  legitimate  principles  of  philofophy,  which 
in  other  refpe&s  he  has  carefully  adopted  into  prac- 
tice. For  the  fimple  elegance  of  his  ftile,  and  the 
more  valuable  requifites  of  eafe  and  perfpicwity,  he 
was  probably  indebted  to  his  claffical  accomplifh- 
ments ;  nor  have  his  writings  in  thefe  refpecls  been 
furpaffed,  or  perhaps  rivalled,  by  any  of  his  fucceffors. 

The  profecution  of  fcientific  objects  of  this  nature 
conftituted  for  fome  time  the  employment  of  thofe 
fhOrt  and  fcattered  intervals  of  leifure,  which  were 
fpared  from  more  active  duties.    But  the  bufinefs  of 

medical  language  will  be  effected  in  the  prefent  times  ?  An  illus- 
tration, "however,  of  the  ufe  and  practicability  of  fuch  an  innovation 
has  been  furniflied  by  the  new  Chemical  Nomenclature;  which  has 
fo  wonderfully  facilitated  the  acquifition  and  extenfion  of  one 
branch  of  phyfical  fcience.  As  an  artificial  inftrument,  both  of  rea- 
fon  and  memory,  it  is  juftly  ranked  among  the  moft  eminent  of 
philolbphical  inventions.  But  a  talk  of  equal  importance,  and 
greater  difficulty,  remains  to  be  effected,  in  extending  its  principles 
to  the  complicated  doctrines  or  phenomena  of  Nofology.  Even 
were  this  accompliflicd  with  the  greateft  care,  a  fmall  part  only  of 
the  great  defideratum  in  medical  language  would  dien  be  fupplicd. 
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a  laborious  profeflion,  to  which  long  and  frequent 
journies,  were  indifpenfa^lv  attached,  added  to  the 
care  of  an  incrsafmg  fair  My,  and  a  flate  of  health 
fubjeft  to  painful  interruptions,  were  at  no  period 
favourable  to  experimental  refearches.    T!ie  habitual 
energy,  however,  of  Dr.  Percival's  mind  fupplied 
the  want  of  more  abundant  opportunity  ;  whilil  bis 
zeal  for  the  advancement  of  r  favonv'te  Science  led 
him  to  perfevere  in  thofe  practical  inveftigations,  by 
which  aLne  he  conceived  it  was  capable  of  being 
enlarged  or  adorned.   The  fruit  of  his  la!  our  was  the 
publication  (in  the  year  1773,)  of  a  fecond  volume 
of  Effays  Medical,  Philofophical,  and  Experimental, 
addreffed  to  his  much-refpected  friend  the  Earl  of 
Stamford.    The  fuccefs  of  die  firft  volume*  fecured 
a  favourable  reception  for  that  which  fucceeded;  and 
the  author  was  gratified  by  the  praife  he  chiefly 
coveted,  of  having  fubftituted  cautious  induction  for 
the  crude  and  contradictory  {peculations  which  pre- 
vailed among  common  writers. 

Having  already  ventured  to  exhibit  a  general  view 
of  the  defign  of  thefe  volumes,  it  is  not  my  purpofe 
to  enter  on  a  particular  analyfis  of  the  topics  of 

*  A  new  edition  of  this  volume  appeared  fome  time  previous  t  > 
the  publication  of  the  fecond. 
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medical  enquiry  which  they  comprehend.    An  out- 
line  of  mifcellaneous  and  unconnected  difquifitions, 
Were  it  practicable,  would  furnilh  little  more  than  a 
bare  enumeration  of  their  fubjects.    To  the  gene- 
rality of  readers,  fuch  a  d.fplay  might  appear  toper-" 
fluons;  and  to  men  verfed  in  the  fcience  or  practice 
of  pbyfic,  [  prefume  not  to  offer  any  critical  invefli- 
gations.    The  liberal  praife  of  cotemporary  authors, 
and  a  long  poffdfion  of  the  public  approbation,  can- 
not fail  to  recommend  Dr.  Percival's  "  Effays"  to 
ftudious  perufal,  and  authentic  reference. 

But  the  ffibjetls  which  occupied  the  writer's  atten- 
tion, do  not  belong  exclufively  to  medical  fcience. 
Many  of  his  <:  E%s"  are  of  a  more  general  nature, 
and  calculated  to  interefc  a  wider  clafs  of  readers. 
Some  of  thefe  requiring  for  their  illuflration  an  affera- 
blage  Of  facts  and  authorities  from  various  fources, 
occafioned  a  frequent  communication  with  fcientific 
perfous  in  various  departments ;  and  the  letters  which 
have  been  preferved  ihew,  that  at  this  early  period  Dr. 
Percival  had  the  good  fortune  to  fuflain  a  correfpon- 
dence  with  fome  of  the  moft  eminent  men  of  the  times. 
Among  other  difquifitions  of  a  general  nature  which 
his  volumes  embrace,  thofe  reflecting  «  Population 
"  and  Mortality"  are  defigned  to  bear  a  reference  to 
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political  not  lefs  than  to  medical  fcience.  "  4  Scheme 
"for  e/lablijloing  accurate  Bills  of  Mortality"  which 
he  had  formed  with  fome  care,  was  explained  and 
recommended  to  genera!  ufe,  in  the  fecond  of  thefe 
publications.  The  plan  was  approved  by  able  judges, 
and  was  in  great  meafure  adopted  by  the  fnperin tend- 
ing officers  of  the  police  of  Manchefler.  But  the 
author,  conceiving  that  its  utility  was  not  fufuciently 
underftood,  purfued  his  enquiries  into  the  neighbour- 
ing fubjeu.  of  Population,  with  a  view  to  illuftrate 
more  fully  the  benefit  which  might  be  derived  from 
the  inftitution  of  fyfeematic  regiflcrs  of  mortality,  after 
the  manner  he  propofed.  In  thefe  reftaiches  he 
engaged,  in  conjunu.ion  with  his  friend  Dr.  Trice,  a 
copious  and  well-known  writer  on  fubjecls  or  this 
nature.  He  was  indebted  alfo  for  a  part  of  his  (ra- 
tiftical  information  to  the  celebrated  Dr.  Franklin,* 
whofe  acquaintance  he  had  long  cherilhed  with  pecu- 
liar regard.  The  refult  of  his  enquiries  and  arrange- 
ment is  perhaps  calculated  for  more  important  ufe 
than  is  generally  known  j  or  it  may  have  happened, 

*  He  correfponied  alfo,  on  thefe  fubjeds,  with  his  refpecled 
friends,  the  late  Archbfhop  of  York,  and  Dean  Tucker;  the  latter 
of  whom  has  adopted  his  opinions,  and  quoted  his  authorities  in 
his  own  works. 
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that  the  fcheme  being  detailed  in  a  work  profefledJy 
medical,  has  feldom  fallen  under  the  conlideration  of 
thofe,  who  take  an  active  fliare  in  regulating  the 
public  police.  But  whatever  be  the  merit  of  Dr. 
Percival's  "  pnpofal,"  the  object;  which  lie  aimed  to 
fulfil  is  ftill  fullered  to  remain  a  great  and  preiliag 
defideratum  in  domeftic  ceconomics. 

Although  it  may  interrupt  the  regular  courfe  of 
the  narrative,  I  am  induced  to  infert  the  following 
communication  of  Dr.  Franklin,  [relating  to  this 
fuhjecl: ;  which  may  at  leafl;  be  acceptable  to  fuch 
readers  as  are  accuftomed  to  admire  the  ardour  and 
fimplicity  which  characterized  the  genius  of  that  ve- 
nerable philofopher.  The  letter  v/as  written  on  the 
receipt  of  Dr.  Percival's  fecond  volume  of  "  ElTays," 
See. 

From  Benjamin  Franklin,  LL.D.  to 
Dr.  Percival. 

Oflober  15,  1773. 

"  I  have  received  your  favour  of  September  i8> 
"  enclofing  your  very  valuable  paper  of  the  nume- 
f?  ration  of  Manchefter.  Such  enquiries  may  be  as 
"  ufeful  as  they  are  curious  ;  and  if  once  made  general, 
"  would  greatly  alTiil  in  the  prudent  government  of 
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<c  a  (late.  In  China,  I  have  fomewhere  read,  an 
"  account  is  yearly  taken  of  the  numbers  of  people, 
tc  and  the  quantities  of  provifion  produced,  This 
"  account  is  tranfmitted  to  the  Emperor,  whofe  mi- 
"  nifters  can  thence  forefee  a  fcarcity  likely  to  happen 
"  in  any  province,  and  from  what  province  it  can 
"  bed  be  fupplied  in  good  time.  To  facilitate  the 
'*  collecting  this  account,  and  prevent  the  neceffity  of 
"  entering  houfes,  and  fpending  time  in  allcing  and 
"  anfwering  queftions;  each  houfe  is  furnifhed  with 
"  a  little  board,  to  be  hung  without  the  door  during 
"  a  certain  time  each  year,  on  which  board  is  marked 
"  certain  words,  againft  which  the  inhabitant  is  to 
"  mark  number  or  quantity  fomewhat  in  this  manner: 

"  Men  

"  Women  - 

<e  Children     -    -  - 

"  Rice  or  wheat  -  - 

"  Flefli,  &c.  - 
"  All  under  fixteen  are  accounted  children,  and 
"  all  above  as  men  and  women.  Any  other  parti- 
"  culars  the  government  defires  the  information  of, 
"  are  occafionally  marked  on  the  fame  boards.  Thus 
"  the  ofEcers  appointed  to  colled  the  accounts  in 
"  each  diftrift  have  only  to  pafs  before  the  doors, 
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*'  and  enter  in  their  book  what  they  find  narked  on 
4:  the  board,  without  giving  the  leafc  trouble  to'  the 
"family.  There  is  a  penalty  on  marking  falfely  • 
4:  and  as  neighbours  rnufi:  know  nearly  the  truth  of 
44  each  other's  account,  they  dare  not  expofe  them- 
44  felves  by  a  falfe  one  to  each  other's  aec.ifation. 
44  Perhaps  fucii  a  regulation  is  fcoixo  practicable  with 
44  us.  The  difference  of  deaths,  between  i  and  cS, 
4£  at  Manch.efi.er,  and  i  in  120,  at  Monton,*  is  fur- 
44  prizing.  It  feems  to  fhew  the  unwholefomenefs  of 
"  the  manufo&ni'ing  life,  owing  perhaps  to  the  con- 
44  finement  in  fmall  clofe  rooms,  or  in  larger  with 
44  numbers,  or  to  poverty  and  want  of  necefiaries,  or 
14  to  drinking,  or  to  all  of  them. 

44  Farmers  who  manufacture  in  their  own  families 
t:  what  they  have  occafion  for,  and  no  more,  are  per- 
44  haps  the  happieft  people,  and  the  healthieft. 

44  'Tis  a  curious  remark,  that  moifl  feafons  are  the 
44  healthieft.  The  gentry  of  England  are  remarkably 
44  afraid  of  moifture,  and  of  air:  but  feamen,  who 
44  live  in  perpetually  rcoift  air,  are  always  healthy,  if 
44  they  have  good  provifions.  The  inhabitants  of 
44  Bermuda,  St.  Helena,  and  other  iflands  far  from 
44  continents,  furrounded  with  rocks,  againfi:  which 

*  A  village,  four  miles  diftant  from  Manchester. 
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*c  the  waters  continually  dafhing  fill  the  air  with 
"  fpray  and  vapour;  and  where  no  wind  can  arife 
*s  that  does  not  pais  over  much  fea,  and  of  courfe 
"  bring  much  moifture,  thefe  people  are  remarkably 
"  healthy;  and  I  have  long  thought,  that  mere  moid 
"  air  has  no  ill  effecl:  on  the  conftitution  ;  though  air 
"  impregnated  with  vapours  from  putrid  marflies  is 
"  found  pernicious,  not  from  the  moifture,  but  the 
"  putridity.  It  feems  ftrange,  that  a  man,whofe  body 
re  is  compofed,  in  great  part,  of  moid  fluid,  whofe 
"  blood  and  juices  are  fo  watery,  who  can  fwallow 
"  quantities  of  water  and  fmall-beer  daily  without 
"  inconvenience,  fhould  fancy  that  a  little  more  or 
rt  lefs  moifture  in  the  air  fliould  be  of  fucli  impor- 
"  tance.  But  we  abound  in  abfurdity  and  inconfift- 
sc  ency.  Thus,  though  it  is  generally  agreed  that 
"  taking  the  air  is  a  good  thing,  yet  what  caution 
*c  againfl:  air!  what  flopping  of  crevices!  what 
"  wrapping-up  in  warm  clothes,  what  fliutting  of 
"  doors  and  windows,  even  in  the  midft  of  fummer  f 
"  Many  London  families  go  out  once  a  day  to  take 
"  tne  air,  three  or  four  perfons  in  a  coach,  one 
"  perhaps  fick;  thefe  go  three  or  four  miles 4  or  as 
"  many  turns  in  Hyde-park,  with  the  glafles  both  up 
"  clofe,  all  breathing,  over  and  over  again,  the  fame 
VOL.  i.  c 
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<c  air  they  brought  out  of  town  with  them  in  the 
"  coach,  with  the  leaft  change  poffible,  and  ren- 
<e  dered  worfe  and  worfe  every  moment :  and  this 
"  they  call  taking  the  air.  From  many  years  obfer- 
"  vations  on  myfelf  and  others,  I  am  perfuaded  we 
"  are  on  a  wrong  fcent.  in  fuppofing  moid  or  cold 
"  air  the  caufe  of  that  diforder  we  call  a  Cold.  Some 
"  unknown  quality  in  the  air  may  perhaps  fometimes 
"  produce  colds,  as  in  the  influenza;  but  generally, 
«  I  apprehend,  they  are  the  effe&s  of  too  full  living, 
"  in  proportion  to  our  exercife.  Excufe,  if  you  can, 
<£  my  intruding  into  your  province;  and  believe  me 
M  ever,  with  fmcere  efteem,  &c." 

The  enquiries  to  which  the  foregoing  letter  refers, 
were  communicated  to  the  Royal  Society,  and  infer  ted 
in  the  volumes  of  itsTranfaclions  for  the  years  1774-5* 
The  immediate  objeft  which  the  Author  had  in  view 
was,  to  prefent  a  ftatement  of  the  progreflive  increafe 
which  had  taken  place,  during  a  feries  of  years,  in  the 
population  of  Manchefter,  and  the  adjacent  villages. 
The  ftatiftical  reports,  however,  are  not  confined  to 
thefe  places,  but  comprehend  other  large  and  more 
remote  towns.  From  thefe  evidences  it  appeared, 
that  the  increafe  of  inhabitants,  during  fome  years 
before  the  date  of  the  enquiry,  had  been  very  con- 
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fiderable  ;  and  that,  in  confequence  of  the  extending 
fpiric  of  trade,  and  .  growth  of  manufactures,  the 
increafe  was  then  proceeding  with  unexampled  rapi- 
dity. The  comparative  healthinefs  of  different  filia- 
tions, employments,  and  modes  of  life,  was  aicer- 
tained  by  a  feries  of  tables,  exhibiting  the  rate  of 
births,  deaths,  and  marriages,  in  various  places;  and 
the  refult  of  thefe  eftimates  abundantly  evinced  the 
infalubrky  of  large  towns  and  confined  occupations. 
Not  only  was  it  proved  that,  under  fuch  circum- 
fiances,  the  caufes  of  premature  mortality  are  more 
prevalent ;  but  it  appeared  alfo,  that  the  general 
term  of  life  is  fliortened  in  no  inconfiderable  degree; 
the  fame  habits  of  life  to  which  the  young  and  the 
middle-aged  fall  a  facrifice,  rendering  the  more  robuft 
or  the  more  fortunate  incapable  of  fnpporting  the 
infirmities  of  old  age.* 

*  Vide  Appendix  A. 

It  appears,  that  about  the  prefent  period,  Dr.  Percival  had  it  in 
contemplation  to  offer  himfelf  candidate  for  a  Fellowftiip  in  the 
College  of  Phyficians;  to  which  he  was  advifed  by  by  his  much- 
efteemed  friend,  Sir  George  Baker,  who  prefented  to  him  the 
flattering  inducement  of  becoming  the  firfi  Fellow  of  the  Col- 
lege, not  educated  at  an  Englifh  Univerfity.  This  intention  Dr. 
Percival  retained  for  fome  time ;  but  the  favourable  moment  for 
»ts  accomplifhment  was  fought  in  vain ;  while  unceafi;iS  profes- 
sional avocations,  added  to  accidental  hindrances,  occafioncd  its 
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An  Ejfay,  (which  appeared  in  the  fecond  volume 
lately  mentioned,)  on  the  Properties  and  Medicinal 
Ufes  of  Coffee,  may  deferve  notice  in  this  memoir, 
from  its  connexion  with  a  peculiar  habit  of  Dr.  Per- 
cival's  life;  nor  is  it  improbable,  that  the  Author  was 
led  to  the  experimentswhich  are  there  recorded  by  the 
lame  circumftance.     From  early  age  he  had  been 
fubject  to  periodical  attacks  of  fevere  head-ache,  which 
no  caution  could  prevent,  and  no  remedy  could  effectu- 
ally alleviate.  The  returns  of  pain,  though  not  regu- 
lated by  any  fixed  interval  of  time,  were  frequent  and 
fimilar  in  their  nature.    During  the  lefs  acute  ftages 
of  the  diforder,  or  during  thofe  attacks  which  did  not 
terminate  in  regular  paroxifms,  ftrong  infufions  of 
coffee  feemed  to  furnilh  grateful  relief;  more  cfpe- 
cially  when  the  feverity  of  the  pain  had  previoufly 
rendered  it  neceffary  to  employ  opiates.    But  the 
tendency  to  this  malady  was  at  all  times  fo  great, 
that  very  trivial  caufes  induced  it,  in  a  flight  degree; 
while  errors  in  diet  were  invariably  followed  by  more 
or  lefs  fuffering  of  the  fame  nature.    The  ufe  of 
ftrong  coffee  thus  became  habitual ;  and  Dr.  Percival 
was  accuftomed  not  only  to  take  it  as  a  morning  and 

procraftination  to  a  period,  when  the  honour  feemed  to  be  no  longer 
coveted,  and  when  the  extraordinary  motive  was  removed. 
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evening  beverage,  but  very  commonly  to  repeat  it 
in  the  courfe  of  the  night.  The  refult  of  his  expe- 
riments on  the  coffee  berry,  it  may  be  added, 
confirmed  his  opinion  of  its  medicinal  virtues,  and 
the  propriety  of  its  general  ufe  as  a  remedy  for 
head-ache. 

But  amidfl  the  a&ive  purfuits  of  his  profeffion,  or 
the  retired  occupations  of  his  clofet,  Dr.  Percival  was 
not  unmindful  of  the  opportunities  which  came  within 
his  reach,  of  engaging  his  fervices  in  fchemes  for  the 
public  benefit.  From  the  period  of  his  refidence  in 
Manchefter,  he  had  been  a  zealous  fupporter  of  the 
various  inflitutions  of  benevolence  which  that  wealthy 
and  populous  town  comprehends.  His  profeffional 
duties  at  the  public  Infirmary  (in  which  he  foon  rofe 
to  a  principal  official  fituation)  need  not  be  explained 
in  this  narrative.    His  views  reflecting  "  the  inter- 

nal  Regulation  of  Hofpitals"  were  firfl  publifhed  in  a 
letter  addrefTedto  Dr.  Aikin,  dated  1771;  and  were 
afterwards  expanded  to  a  more  comprehenfive  form, 
in  a  memorial,  addreffed  to  the  truflees  of  the  Man- 
chefler Infirmary.  Thefe  views  were  in  great  mea- 
fure  carried  into  effect  through  his  own  influence, 
aided  by  the  exertions  of  his  colleagues  ;  aud  he  had 
the  fatisf  action  to  witnefs  the  fuccefs  of  his  plans,  not 
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only  in  that  inftitution,  but  in  others  to  which  they 
were  gradually  extended.  In  conjunction  alfo  with  his 
early  and  philanthropic  friend,  Thomas  Butterworth 
Bayley,  efq;  of  Hope,  he  devoted  no  fmall  mare  of 
his  attention  to  the  encouragement  of  induftry,  the 
improvement  of  health,  comfort,  and  good  morals 
among  the  lower  orders  of  the  community.  Nor 
fliould  the  remark  be  omitted^  that  his  perfeverance 
in  accomplifhing  defigns  of  this  nature  was  prompted 
by  a  fpirit  of  zeal  and  refolution  which  other  occafions 
rarely  excited  j  whilfr.  the  intereft  he  continued  to 
feel  for  their  profperity,  was  more  lively  than  a  fenti- 
ment  of  benevolence  ufually  betrays  in  the  mod 
fanguine  characters. 

In  a  future  part  of  this  memoir  it  will  occafionally 
recur,  to  notice  Dr.  Percival's  unwearied  elForts  in 
the  formation  of  feveral  public  eflablifhments.  It 
may  be  mentioned  here,  (in  obfervance  of  the  order 
of  time,)  that  he  was  one  of  the  fmall  number  of  lite- 
rary patrons  who  contributed  their  active  fervices  to 
the  fupport  of  the  Warrington  Academy ;  an  infti- 
tution  which  engaged  in  a  peculiar  manner  the  atten- 
tion of  the  leading  Diffenters  of  this  kingdom.  From 
neighbourhood  of  fituation,  as  well  as  from  early 
attachment  to  the  plan  of  inflruclion,  and  the  general 
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objects  of  the  Foundation,  he  had  for  fome  years  pro- 
moted its  fuccefs  by  his  exertions  in  various  depart- 
ments. As  trujiee9  he  took  a  fhare  in  the  bufinefs  and 
refponfibility  of  its  government ;  whilit  he  frequently 
employed  his  pen,  in  calling  the  attention  of  the  pub- 
lic to  the  exifting  ftate  of  the  inftitution,  and  in 
foliciting  the  pecuniary  aid  of  thofe  individuals  who 
were  friendly  to  its  welfare. 

It  might  not  be  uninterefting,  though  foreign  from 
my  prefent  defign,  to  trace  the  varied  fortunes  and 
progreffive  decline  of  a  well-known  feminary.  At- 
tracted by  its  fmgular  fame,  a  band  of  literary  cha- 
racters* afTembled  under  its  protection,  and  flourifhed, 

*  The  tutors  who  were  firft  appointed  to  the  Warrington 
Academy,  were  the  Rev.  Dr.  Taylor,  who  removed  thither  from 
Norwich,  and  the  Rev.  John  Holt.  The  former  will  be  recognized 
as  a  copious  and  learned  writer  of  theology,  among  the  DuTenters 
of  thofe  times;  and  his  memory  is  ftill  regarded  with  veneration. 
Shortly  afterwards  the  Rev.  Dr.  Aikin  became  tutor  in  the  depart- 
ment of  clafEcal  literature  and  belles  lettres.  To  thefe  perfons 
iucceeded,  at  different  periods,  the  Rev.  Jofeph  Prieftley,  LL.D.  the 
Rev.  William  Enfield,  LL.D.  the  Rev.  Nicholas  Clayton,  LL.D" 
the  Rev.  George  Walker,  and  Gilbert  Wakefield,  B.  A. 

The  above-mentioned  graduates,  with  the  exception  of  the  laft, 
were  indebted  for  their  academic  honours  to  Dr.  Percival's  intereft 
with  the  univerfity  of  Edinburgh;  a  circumftance  which  would 
fcarcely  have  deferved  notice,  had  it  not  furnifhed  an  opportunity 
of  manifefting  the  rcfpectable  friendfhip  which  he  had  cultivated 
with  Dr.  Robertfon,  whilft  a  ftudent  in  that  univerfity.   As  fuel* 
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during  a  fortunate,  but  tranfient  period,  with  con- 
fiderable  credit.  The  rapid  and  almoft  premature 
iifccefs  of  an  eftablifhment,  which  derived  neither  pa- 
tronage nor  fupport  from  national  munificence,  was 
gratifying  to  the  pride  of  its  founders,  and  honourable 
to  the  independent  genius  of  learning.    A  fuccefTion. 

teftimonies  of  early  diftinction  cannot  but  be  deemed  honourable  to 
the  character  of  men  of  letters,  the  following  extract  from  Dr. 
Robertfon's  letter  to  Dr.  Percival,  in  reply  to  his  application  for 
the  degree  of  LL.  D.  for  Mr.  Enfield,  is  fubjoined  on  the  prefent 
occafion.  "  I  am  happy  by  my  zeal  in  executing  this  commiflion  to 
"  make  fomc  fmall  amends  for  my  former  negligence  in  not  acknow- 
"  ledging  your  repeated  kind  remembrance  of  me.  I  often  recollect 
"my  connection  with  you;  and  it  affords  me  great  fatisfaction 
"  to  hear  frequently  of  your  fuccefsful  progrefs  in  life.  I  am  but 
"  little  qualified  to  judge  of  fome  of  the  works  which  you  fent  me  ; 
"  but  I  hear  them  honourably  mentioned  by  thofe  who  know  their 
"  merit.  Your  Survey  of  Manchefter  is  more  within  the  fphere  of 
"  my  ftudies,  and  is  a  moft  laudable  attempt  to  introduce  accuracy 
"  into  calculations,  which,  however  important,  have  hitherto  been 
"  very  loofe  and  hypothetical.  I  am  much  delighted  with  your  ar- 
"  dour  and  indutlry.    Go  op,  and  do  honour  to  yourfelf  and  to  us. 

"  We  wifli  in  this  College  not  to  confer  honorary  degrees,  either 
"  in  divinity  or  law,  without  duly  confidering  the  merit  of  the 
"  candidates.  But  I  am  happy  when  we  can  confer  that  mark  of 
"  efleem  upon  any  of  our  difTenting  brethren.  Mr.  Enfield  appears 
"  to  mc  a  very  ingenuous  and  deferving  man.  We  owe  the  merit 
*'  of  having  diftinguifhed  Dr.  Prieftley  to  you ;  and  I  hope  fliall  alfo 
4*  have  occafion  to  thank  you  for  our  new  graduate.  Be  allured 
W  that  I  always  am,  with  great  refpect,  your's  affectionately. 

"  Dated  College,  Edinburgh,  March  8,  1774." 
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of  teachers,  diftinguifhed  by  their  zeal  and  acquire- 
ments,  contributed  to  raife  the  inflitution  to  a  rank  of 
unexpected  eminence  ;  nor  can  it  be  denied  that  the 
literary  offspring,  cherifhed  in  its  fhade,  from  the 
refearches  of  Taylor  to  the  inimitable  poetry  of 
Barbauld,  have  conferred  on  the  feat  of  their  retire- 
ment, a  name  of  more  than  ordinary  luftre.  A 
variety  of  circumflances,  however,  refulting  partly 
from  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  Foundation,  but 
chiefly  from  the  irremediable  want  of  permanent 
funds,  rendered  the  conduct  of  its  affairs  a  long 
flruggle  againfl  adverfe  fortune ;  fuch  as  the  vigilance 
and  ability  of  its  guardians  were  unequal  to  over- 
come. The  revenues  of  the  Academy,  derived  wholly 
from  voluntary  fubfcriptions,  and  incidental  contribu- 
tions, were  fubject,  as  might  be  expected,  to  frequent 
and  ferious  fluctuation.    The  fupplies  during  the 
mod  favourable  period  were  barely  adequate  to  its 
immediate  neceffities ;  whiMl  even  a  temporary  failure 
was  productive  of  the  worft  effects,  in  abating  the  con- 
fidence of  the  tutors,  and  flraking  the  foundations  of 
academic  difcipline.    In  the  lapfe  of  time,  alfo,  the 
number  of  contribufcem  gradually  diminifhed;  and 
the  few  who  remained  attached  to  the  interefls  of  the 
inflitution,  became  at  length  weary,  in  their  turn,  of 
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a  charge  which  increafed  in  weight  as  their  ardour 
declined.  The  efforts,  however,  of  the  governors- 
and  the  tutors  were  not  wanting  to  devife  the  bell 
methods  of  obviating  thcfc  fatal  embarraffinents  ; 
and  if  their  labours  were  not  attended  with  the  fuc- 
cefs  which  they  defired,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  efteemed 
doubtful,  whether  fuch  fuccefs  can  ever  be  attained 
without  the  afcendant  fecurity  of  a  lafting  provifion. 

In  the  year  1775,  Dr.  Percival  was  induced,  for1 
the  purpofes  of  health,  and  for  the  pleafure  of  occa- 
fional  retirement,  to  take  a  country  refidence  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Manchcfter.  The  fituation  which 
he  fixed  upon  was  rendered  agreeable  by  the  beauty  and 
fertility  of  the  furrounding  country,  and  was  diftant 
only  a  few  miles  from  the  town.  In  this  retreat,  he 
paffed  the  fummer  months  of  many  fucceffive  years, 
where  he  enjoyed,  with  little  interruption,  the  leifure 
which  his  profeflional  engagements  permitted.  The 
operations  of  a  farm  feldom  engaged  much  of  his 
interefl  or  attention ;  but  his  relilh  for  the  quiet 
and  the  beauty  of  rural  fcenery  was  a  lively  fource 
of  gratification  ;  while  he  delighted  even  more  in  the 
liberal  occupations  of  his  retirement,  than  in  thofe 
adtive  offices  which  he  continued  to  difcharge  with 
unabating  conltancy.   The  fruit  of  his  leifure,  during 
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the  firft  fummer  of  his  refidence  at  Hart-Hill,  was  the 
publication  of  a  fmall  work,  entitled,  Moral  Tales, 
Fables,  and  Refleclions',  comprehending  a  collection 
of  fliort  narratives,  for  the  mod  part  original,  calcu- 
lated to  convey  diftinct  leffons  of  moral  inftru&ion. 
The  origin  and  defign  of  the  performance  is  thus 
explained  by  the  writer  : — "  As  the  following  tales 
"  and  refieftions  will  fall  into  other  hands  than  thofe 
"  of  the  Author's  children,  for  whofe  ufe  folely  they 
"  were  intended,*  it  may  be  proper  to  acquaint  the 
"  reader,  that  three  objects  of  inftru&ion  have  been 
«  kept  principally  in  view.  The  firft  and  leading 
"  one  is  to  refine  the  feelings  of  the  heart,  and  to 
"  infpire  the  mind  with  the  love  of  moral  excellence : 
"  and  furely  nothing  can  operate  more  forcibly,  than 
"  (hiking  pictures  of  the  beauty  of  virtue,  and  the 
"  deformity  of  vice ;  which  at  once  convince  the 
"judgment,  and  leave  a  lading  impreffion  on  the 
"  imagination.  Dry  precepts  are  little  attended  to, 
"  and  foon  forgotten  :  and  if  inculcated  with  feverity, 
"  Produce  in  youth  an  averfion  to  every  fubjecl: 
"  of  ferious  reflection;  teaching  them,  as  Erafmus 

*  The  volume  is  infcribed  by  the  author  to  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Countefs  of  Stamford,  and  prefented,  with  an  affectionate  addrcfs, 
to  his  own  children. 
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"  juftly  obferves,  virtntem  funul  odiffe  et  nojje.  The 
te  fecond  delign  of  this  little  work  is  to  awaken 
"  cmriofity,  to  excite  the  fptrit  of  enquiry,  and  to  con- 
"  vey  in  a  lively  and  entertaining  manner,  a  know- 
"  ledge  of  the  works  of  God.  On  this  account,  a 
"  ftrid~t  attention  has  been  paid  to  truth  and  nature  j 
"  no  improbabilities*  are  rekued  ;  and  mod  of  the 
<c  narrations  are  conformable  to  the  ufual  courfe  of 
"  things,  or  derived  from  the  records  of  hiftory. 
"  The  third  end  is  to  promote  a  more  early 
*c  acquaintance  with  the  ufe  of  words  and  idioms. 
"  Thefe  being  only  the  arbitrary  marks  of  our  ideas, 
U  fuch  as  ai-e  mofl  proper  and  expreffive  may  be 
*c  learned  with  no  lefs  facility  than  the  vulgar  and 
«  familiar  forms  of  fpeech." 

How  far  the  prefent  work  was  calculated  to  fulfil 
thefe  important  purpofes,  has  in  fome  meafure  been 
determined,  by  more  than  thirty  years  poffeflion  of 
jthe  public  favour.  Not  only  in  this  country  did  the 
volume  meet  with  an  extenfive  circulation  ;  but  on 
the  continent  of  Europe,  befides  being  read  in  the 
original,  it  was  twice  tranflated  into  the  French  and 
German  languages. — The  mofl  indifferent  judge  of 
literary  compofition  cannot,  I  think,  fail  to  recognize, 
both  in  the  defign  and  execution  of  this  little  work, 
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the  efforts  of  a  fuperior  mind  direfted  to  the  hum- 
ble, but  important  office  of  inculcating  the  rudiments 
©fwifdom  and  virtue;  whilfl  the  mftruftive  variety 
of  knowledge,  the  pure  and  correft  moral  fentiments 
with  which  it  abounds,  entitle  it  to  the  praife  of 
extraordinary  excellence.*    The  author,  befides,  had 
in  feveral  refpefts  the  merit  of  originality;  as  no  pre- 
ceding  writer  in  our  own  country  had  aimed  at 
recommending  the  higher  order  of  virtues,  by  accom- 
modating the  examples  and  illuflrations   of  their 
importance  to  the  capacities  of  children;  nor  had 
any  attempted,   in  the  language  of  elegant  and 
familiar  dialogue,  to  affociate  with  the  maxims  of 
ordinary  prudence,  thofe  finer  notions  of  moral  rec- 
titude, which  dignify  the  meaneft,  and  elevate  the 
mod  enlightened,  understandings. 

I  may  fo  far  anticipate  the  completion  of  this 
fcheme  of  moral  inllrucYion,  as  to  remark,  that,  in 
three  fucceffive  Parts  of  "  Moral  Tales  and  Reflec- 
tions," the  author  has  adapted  the  difcourfe  through 
which  his  precepts  are  conveyed,  to  the  gradual 
advancement  of  the  faculties  from  youth  to  maturity  j 

*  Dr.  Percival  adopts  as  his  motto,  the  following  fentiment  of 
Cicero  :— "  Shwd  mums  reipublicee  ajferre  majus  vieliufve  poj/u* 
"  7/ius,  qttam  ft  dicetmts  atque  erudimus  juvenUUem  ?  " 
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and,  that,  the  laft  Part,  which  embraces  the  more 
difficult  queftions  of  religion  and  morality,  is  addrefTed 
exclufively  to  ripe  and  cultivated  readers. 

If  it  be  granted,  on  a  flight  examination,  that  the 
moral  leffons  contained  in  the  former  parts  of  this  work 
recommend  themfelves  individually  to  the  minds  of 
children,  by  the  appropriate  qualifications  of  fentiment 
and  diction;  it  will  not  be  denied,  on  a  more  accurate 
fcrutiny,  that,  as  a  whole,  the  defign  is  worthy  of 
fupcrior  regard,  and  more  ample  praife.    Few  will  be 
difpofed  to  doubt,  that,  to  implant  in  the  juvenile 
mind  thofe  elementary  principles  of  right  conduct 
which  may  expand  liberally  with  its  future  growth, 
and  to  gain  over  the  defires  to  thofe  motives  of  con- 
duel  which  maturing  reafon  confirms  and  approves, 
are  the  firft  objects  of  intellectual  culture.  Their 
importance,  in  truth,  no  lefs  than  the  difficulty  of 
their  attainment,  is  mahifeft  on  a  furvey  of  the 
fyftems  of  early  inftni&ion  current  among  the  vulgar; 
fy Items,  which,  at  each  progreffive  ftage  of  mental 
improvement,  prefent  a  new  code  of  morals,  and  a 
new  fet  of  opinions,  differing  more  widely  as  they 
become  further  removed  from  the  implicit  creeds  of 
infancy.    Although  fuch  inconfiftencies  may  not  in 
common  minds  produce  that  fentiment  of  unlimited 
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fcepticifm,  which  is  obferved  to  prevail  among  men, 
who,  in  the  maturity  of  their  powers,  have  ftruggled 
to  reform  the  plan  of  their  intellectual  education;  yet 
*t  mud  be  admitted  that  they  tend  univerfally  to  (hake 
the  foundations  of  juft:  conduct,  by  deftroying  the  con- 
fidence, and  corrupting  the  teftimonies,  of  moral  judg- 
ment. To  prevent  or  to  obviate  thefe  fatal  errors, 
Dr.  Percival  deemed  the  principal  object,  to  which 
enlightened  imfructors  mould  direct  their  aims.  He 
was  of  opinion,  that,  in  order  to  cherifh  that  fimple 
and  confident  integrity  of  character,  which  is  the 
nobleft  attribute  of  our  nature,  it  muft  ever  be  found 
efiential  to  refpect  the  firft  impreffions  of  virtue  and 
obligation,  and  to  expofe  to  implicit  credulity  thofe 
notions  only  which  itssii  fubfequent  experience  may 
confirm.  In  this  light,  it  will  afluredly  appear,  that 
his  own  writings  poflefs  excellencies  of  the  higheft 
order.  In  bulk,  they  are  infufEcient  to  occupy  more 
than  a  fmall  portion  of  juvenile  ftudy;  but  as  a  mo- 
del, they  may  ferve  to  illuftrate  the  wifdom  and  the 
praaicability  of  that  method  of  inftrudtion  for  which 
they  are  defigned  ;  inculcating,  under  various  forms^ 
the  fame  common  principles  of  conduct,  and  the  fame 
fentiments  of  pure  morality,  which  the  minds  of  men 
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under  every  circumftance  of  age  or  capacity,  are  dis- 
pofed  to  recognize. 

Were  this  method  of  early  difcipline  purfued  with 
care  throughout  all  the  ftudies  of  human  fcience,  how 
greatly  would  their  acquifition  be  facilitated!  and  how 
perfecl:  the  light  which  they  would  mutually  impart 
to  each  other!  In  contemplating  fuch  a  profpe£r, 
indeed,  it  may  be  obvious  to  remark,  that  fpecu- 
lative  men  are  often  liable  to  indulge  too  fanguine 
expectations  of  the  probable  improvement  of  mankind. 
A  writer,  however,  who  has  not  unhappily  exempli- 
fied the  real  merits  of  the  fcheme  which  he  exalts, 
may  be  permitted  to  expatiate  with  fome  freedom 
on  the  benefits  that  might  remit  from  fo  important 
a  reformation,  were  it  thoroughly  effected.  The 
theory  (if  it  may  be  fo  called)  of  education  was  a 
fubjecT:  which  Dr.  Percival  had  maturely  considered, 
and  to  which  he  has  often  adverted  in  his  literary 
writings.  With  philofophic  obfervation  he  eftimates 
the  advantages  that  mud  inevitably  be  derived  from 
the  early  acquifition  of  right  notions  refpecling  morals 
and  religion;  and  the  aids  that  might  be  furnilhed 
in  the  progrefllve  attainment  both  of  knowledge  and 
virtue,  by  aflbciating  with  the  unbiaffed  pafiions  of 
youth  the  pureft  conclufions  of  reafon.    As  in  mathe- 
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matical  fcience,  and  the  various  branches  of  natural 
knowledge,  the  learner  proceeds  by  a  regular  feries  of 
fteps,  each  fupporting  and  confirming  the  other;  fo 
in  fpeculative  or  moral  fcience,  the  proper  method  of 
advancement  is  effentially  fimilar  ;  with  this  difference 
only,  that,  as  in  moral  evidence  the  paffions  are  un- 
avoidably concerned  in  conjunction  with  reafon,  a 
flronger  neceffity  is  fuperadded,  for  inculcating  with 
caution  thofe  elementary  principles  on  which  the 
conclufions  of  moral  judgment  are  formed.  Among 
the  benefits  of  proceeding  by  this  legimitate  method, 
not  only,  it  is  manifeft,   would  the  pains  and  the 
mortification  of  unlearning  former  opinions,  or  recti- 
fying former  errors,  be  avoided ;  but  the  alacrity  of 
improvement  would  be  fortified  by  confidence,  and 
the  mind  would  advance  without   delay  or  deviation 
in  the  defirable  paths  of  truth. 

It  is  apparently  under  the  influence  of  fimilar  fen- 
timents,  that  an  eloquent  and  profound  moralifr. 
aanticipates  in  imagination  the  arrival  of  that  period, 
when  true  philofophy  mall  have  gained  the  afcendant 
over  the  opinions  and  conduct  of  men;  and  when 
proper  means  fliall  be  employed  to  fupport  it  by  a 
more  perfect  fyftem  of  education.  «  Let  us  fuppofe 
"  for  a  moment,"  fays  he,  "  that  this  happy  sera 
vol.  i.  ^ 
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were  arrived,  and  that  all  the  prepoffeffions  of 
childhood  and  of  youth  were  directed  to  fupport 
the  pure  and  fublime  truths  of  an  enlightened 
morality.     With  what  ardour,  and  with  what 
tranfport,  would  the  underftanding,  when  arrived 
;  at  maturity,  proceed  in  the  fearch  of  truth ;  when, 
;  inftead  of  being  obliged  to  ftruggle  at  every  ftep 
'  with  early  prejudices,  its  office  was  merely  to  add 
4  the  force  of  phi lofophical  conviction  to  impreilions 
'  which  are  equally  delightful  to  the  imagination, 
'  and  dear  to  the  heart!   The  prepoffeffions  of  child- 
'  hood  would,  through  the  whole  of  life,  be  gra- 
f  dually  acquiring  ftrength,  from  the  enlargement 
"  of  our  knowledge;  and  in  their  turn,  would  fortify 
"  the  conclafions  of  our  reafoti  againfl:  the  fccptical 
"  fuggeflions  of  difappointment  or  melancholy."* 

Among  other  opinions  which  Dr.  Percival  held  on 
the  fubjedl  of  education,  the  two  following  may  be 
felefted  from  his  writings.  They  are  obvioufly  of  a 
general  nature  j  but  as  they  feem  to  form  the  ground- 
work of  his  more  fpecial  maxims,  and  practical  di- 
rections, they  may  with  propriety  be  added  to  the 
foregoing  obfervations.    "  Different  circumftances," 

*  Vide  "  Elements  of  the  Philofbphy  of  the  Human  Mind,"  by 
Profeflbr  Dugald  Stewart;  p.  39,  4to. 
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fays  the  author,  "  call  forth  into  action  different 
"  virtues,  and  different  talents;  and  the  perfection  of 
"  the  human  character  appears  to  coniifl  in  the  num- 
"  ber  and  energy  of  both,  which  are  found  united 
"  in  it.    A  variety  in  the  purfuits  of  knowledge 
"  mould  therefore  feem  to  be  moft  conducive  to  the 
e'  growth  and  vigour  of  our  feveral  faculties  :  for 
"  the  aftivity  of  the  mind,  like  that  of  the  body,  is 
ic  increafed  by  multiplying  and  diverfifying  its  exer- 
"  cifes.    The  brawny  arms  of  the  blackfmith,  and 
"  the  ftrong  back  of  the  porter,  are  produced  by  the 
"  long-continued  exertion  of  particular  mufcles;  but 
"  fuch  partial  ftrength  is  not  to  be  compared  with  the 
"  agility  we  fee  difplayed  by  thofe  who  have  almoft 
"  every  moving  fibre  at  command.    By  an  unwearied 
"  application  to  one  branch  of  learning,  a  man  may 
"  perhaps  become  a  proficient  in  it.    But  the  lefs 
"  confined  his  views  are,  the  more  eafy  and  fecure 
"  will  be  the  attainment;  becaufe the fciences,  whilfl 
"  they  invigorate  the  underftanding,  elucidate  each 
"  other.    It  is  a  fatt,  I  believe,  not  to  be  contro- 
"  verted,  that  the  moft  diflinguiflied  phyficians,  phi- 
"  lofophers,  and  metaphyficians,  in  ancient  as  well 
"  as  in  modern  times,  have  been  perfons  of  generaj 
"  erudition.    The  names  of  Hippocrates,  Ariftotle, 

d  2 
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"  Cicero,  Pliny,  Bacon,  Boyle,  Newton,  Hoffman, 
ec  Haller,  and  Prieftlev,  authenticate  the  remark, 
"  and  encourage  our  imitation."  The  bearing  and 
limitations  of  this  general  principle,  when  applied  to 
the  actual  conduct  of  education,  are  noticed  by  the 
writer  with  proper  care.  But  its  aim  is  directed 
chiefly  a^ainfl:  thofe  vifionary,  though  fomewhat  po- 
pular doctrines,  which  inculcate  a  fupreme  regard  to 
particular  genius,  and  the  cultivation  of  particular 
powers.* 

The  other  paffage  which  I  would  quote  on  the 
prefent  occafion,.  relates  to  the  much-difputed  ques- 
tion concerning  the  comparative  advantages  of  public 
and  private  fchools.  "  The  acquifition  of  health, 
"  ftrength,  knowledge,  virtue,  and  happinefs,"  fays 
the  writer,  "  conftitutes  the  primary  end  of  all  fcho- 

*  I  am  happy  to  obferve  a  coincidence  between  the  opinion 
which  is  here  exprefled,  and  the  fentimenss  maintained  by  the 
Author  of  "  Elements  of  the  Philofophy  of  the  Human  Mind a 
work  which,  in  the  eftimation  of  competent  judges,  has  been  es- 
teemed the  moft  profoundly  philofophical  which  thefe  times  have 
produced.  Among  other  remarks  which  the  fubjeft  fuggefts  to  the 
author,  he  obferves,  with  refpecl  to  thofe  perfons  who  have  con* 
fined  the  labours  of  their  education  to  particular  objects,  or  to  the 
cultivation  of  particular  powers,  that,  "  they  muft  be  confidered  on 
the  moft  favourable  fuppbfition,  as  having  facrificed,  to  a  certaiu 
degree,  the  perfection  and  the  happinefs' of  their  nature  to  the 
amufement  or  inftruftion  of  others."— Elements,  &c.  p.  27, 4to  edit. 
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"  laftic  inftitutions;  and  that  fyftem  of  difcipline  and 
"  inftruclion  may  be  regarded  as  the  beft,  which 
"  mofh  completely  infures  thefe  attainments,  with  the 
"  fewefl  exceptions,  and  in  the  greateft  variety  of 
"  cafes.    I  have  long  confidered  public  fchools  as 
"  lotteries,  furnifhing  fome  dazzling  prizes,  but  at- 
"  tended  with  general  lofs.    The  reafon  of  this  feems 
"  to  be,  that  youths  who  poffefs  great  ambition, 
cc  united  with  great  talents,  experience  in  fuch  fchools 
«  very  powerful  incentives  to  extraordinary  exertions, 
*'  in  the  future  profpefts    and  dignified  witnelfes 
"  which  they  afford  j  circumflances  depreffing  to 
<{  thofe  of  a  different  turn  of  mind.    Whereas  pri- 
"  vate  fchools  cherifh  moderate  emulation,  encourage 
<c  mediocrity  of  talents,  and  thus  are  better  fitted 
"  toexercife  and  improve  the  general  fcale  of  human 
"  intellecl:.    1  conceive  it  will  be  found,  that  of  the 
<c  number  of  men  who  have  diftinguifhed  themfelves 
c<  in  the  different  walks  of  fcience,  the  largefl  pro- 
<c  portion  confifls  of  thofe  who  have  been  educated 
"  in  private  or  the  lefs  public  feminaries.    I  could 
"  give  a  long  lift  of  names  in  proof  of  this  pofition; 
"  but  fliall  content  myfelf  with  mentioning  Sir  Ifaac 
"  Newton,  Mr.  Locke,  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  Sir.  Pope, 
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"  Dr.  Warburton,  Dr.  Middleton,  Mr.  James 
V  Harris,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  Hardwicke." 

The  examples  which  the  author  has  adduced  in 
fupport  of  each  of  the  above  ftatemeuts  of  his  opi- 
nion, (which  are  widely  detached  from  each  other  in 
his  writings,)  ferve,  perhaps,  in  the  bed  manner,  to 
illuftrate  and  confirm  their  truth.*  The  appeal  on 
thefe,  as  on  all  other  queltions  refpecting  the  practi- 
cal conduct  of  life,  muft  be  made  to  the  experience 
of  our  predeceflors  or  cotemporaries  j  and  the  writer 
who  attempts  to  combat  the  prejudices  of  Englishmen 
in  favour  of  public  education,  will  at  leaft  find  it 
requifite  to  adduce  in  his  fupport  the  authority  of 
hiflorical  proofs. 

Thefe  digrefiions,  relating  to  the  works  of  moral 
injlruflion  which  Dr.  Percival  fuccefiively  publiflied, 
may  not  appear  fuperfluous  to  fuch  as  appreciate 
duly  the  merits  of  a  writer,  who  has  applied  the 
powers  of  a  fuperior  underftanding,  to  the  purpofe  of 

*  If  it  be  demonftrated,  that  die  majority,  or  a  greater  propor- 
tion, of  diftinguifhed  names,  in  literature,  in  fcience,  or  in  public 
life,  be  ranked  on  the  fide  of  private,  in  comparifon  of  public 
education,  the  inference  may  certainly  be  granted,  that  the  former 
method  is  more  favourable  to  the  cultivation  of  extraordinary  talents 
or  learning ;  whilft,  on  the  other  hand,  a  diftincl  queftion  remains, 
— which  of  die  two  modes  is  beft  adapted  to  cherifh  the  ordinary 
capacities  and  difpolitions  of  our  countrymen? 
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inculcating  the  elements  of  moral  and  religious  wis- 
dom.   Nor  will  the  explanation  of  his  delign  be 
deemed  altogether  unimportant,  when  it  is  confidered 
that  his  performances  are  not  lefs  confpicuous  for  their 
originality  than  their  ufefulnefs;  that  the  author  has 
rendered  them  attractive  to  cultivated  minds,*  by  the 
fmgular  beauty  of  his  ftile  and  fentiments  ;  and  that 
his  labours  were  rendered  complete,  at  a  dtitant  pe- 
riod of  his  life,  by  the  publication  of  more  mature 
and  profound  difquifitions  on  thofe  fubjedrs,  whofe 
firft  principles  he  had  already  unfolded.    The  cha- 
racter of  a  man  of  letters,  befides,  is  bed  illuftrated 
by  an  examination  of  the  fcope  and  the  object  of  his 
writings ;  more  efpecially  when  it  has  happened,  as  - 
in  the  prefent  inftance,  that  he  has  exercifed  his  talents 
on  various  fubjedls  of  natural  and  moral  fcience. 
"Were  the  writer  of  thefe  Memoirs,  indeed,  capable 
of  doing  juftice  to  the  venerable  merits  of  the  indivi- 
dual, who  is  the  fubject  of  them,  any  apology  for  the 
digreiftons  of  this  nature  might  be  truly  fuperfluous. 
But  as  the  character  of  that  individual's  mind  is 

*  The  late  celebrated  Dean  Tucker,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Percival, 
obfervcs,  with  his  ufual  candour,  "  you  arc  happy  in  conveying  the 
"  rnofl  important  truths  in  a  drefs  fo  inviting,  that  when  children 
"  read,  old  men  are  inftructed.'1 
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impreifed  in  the  mod  lively  manner  on  the  greater 
part  of  his  literary  productions/  it  is  the  bufinefs  of 
his  biographer  to  ftrive  at  leaft,  to  exhibit  in  a  fuit- 
able  light  thofe  which  he  has  bequeathed  to  the  public. 

The  next  publication  of  Dr.  Percival,  (A.  D.  1 776) 
was  a  third  volume  of  philofophical  and  experimental 
"  E%s dedicated  to  his  highly-refpe&ed  friend,  the 
late  Marquis  of  Lanfdown.    Among  other  valuable 
invefligations  contained  in  this  volume,  there  is  one 
which  recommends  itfelf  to  the  attention  of  philofo- 
phers,  both  by  the  Angularity  and  the  novelty  of  its 
fubject.    The  Effay  is  entitled,  An  Attempt  to  ac- 
count for  the  different  Quantities  of  Rain  which  fall 
at  different  Heights  over  the  fame  Spot  of  Ground; 
and  was  fuggefted  by  fome  experiments  and  obferva- 
tions  on  the  fame  fubjett,  which  Dr.  Heberdcn  had 
recently  communicated  to  the  Royal  Society.  To 
that  ingenious  and  original  enquirer  the  merit  appears 
to  be  due,  of  firft  noticing  or  accurately  recording 
this  phenomenon:  but  he  feems  to  be. at  a  Iofs  for 
a  fatisfactory  folution  of  its  caufe,  when  he  "  con- 
jectures, that  it  muft  depend  on  fome  unknown 
"  properties  of  ele&ricity."    The  rationale  which 
Dr.  Percival  has  pointed  out,  is  at  once  fimple  and 
probable.    He  maintains,  that  the  fame  laws  of  elec- 
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tricity  which  influence  the  afcent  and  fufpenflon  of 

vapours,  are  fufficient  to  explain  their  precipitation, 

and  the  newly-difcovered  mode  of  defcent.  Since  rain, 

he  argues,  is  precipitated  from  clouds  in  confequence 

of  a  fudden  deprivation  of  that  electric  matter,  which, 

by  repelling  the  attenuated  particles  of  vapour  from 

each  other,  preferved  their  fpecific  levity;  fo,  in  the 

defcent  of  thefe  particles  towards  the  earth,  a  further 

communication  of  their  fuperabundant  electricity  to  the 

furrounding   atmofphere  progreffively  expends  the 

repulfiye  power,  and  thuscaufes  them  to  coalefce  into 

drops,  increafing  in  bulk  as  they  approach  the  furface 

of  the  earth.    "  In  confequence  of  a  law  of  this 

"  nature,"  he  declares,  "  a  much  larger  quantity  of 

"  rain  will  fall  near  to,  than  at  a  diftance  from,  the 

<c  earth and  a  cloud  which  fills  many  thoufand  acres 

<s  in  the  higher  regions  of  the  air,  when  the  elective 

"  fluid  operates  upon  it  with  full  force,  may  not 

"  cover  one-third  of  that  extent  when  it  has  defcended  i 

V  in  a  Ihower  of  rain.    To  this  effect:,"  he  adds, 

"  a  precipitation  of  the  vapours  contained  in  a  diffolved 

"  or  diffufed  ftate  in  the  lower  regions  of  the  atmos- 

"  phere,  and  the  influence  of  gravitation  in  producing 

"  a  convergency  of  the  drops  of  rain,  will  in  fome 

"  degree  contribute." 
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It  is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that  no  Scientific  en- 
quirer, except  Dr.  Percival,  has  given  to  the  public 
any  jnveftigation  refpefting  the  probable  conditions 
and  caufcs  of  this  curious  phenomenon.  Perhaps 
fome  additional  evidence  of  the' juftnefs  of  his  own 
hypothefis  might  be  derived  from  this  consideration, 
— that  the  greater  denfity  of  the  air  in  the  lower 
regions  of  the  atmofphcre,  by  prefenting  more  parti- 
cles, in  a  given  fpace,  for  the  reception  of  Superfluous 
electricity,  would  render  the  coalefcence  of  the  par- 
ticles of  vapour  or  rain  more  rapid  as  they  approach 
the  earth ;  whilft,  for  the  fame  reafon,  if  it  be  granted 
that  drops  of  rain  acquire  any  increafe,  by  attracting 
the  moiflure  diffufed  through  the  atmofphere,  this 
acceffion  will  obvipufly  become  more  considerable  in 
the  inferior  and  condenfed  ftrata.* 

The  Experiments  and  Obfervations  on  the  Effects  of 
Fixed  Air  on  the  Colours  and  Vegetation  of  Plants,  bear 
a  date  fomewhat  later  than  the  preceding  Effay.  In 
the  firft  volume  of  Dr.  Prieftley's  work  on  Airs, 
were  inferted,  "  Obfervations  and  Experiments  on 
"  the  Medicinal  Ufes  of  fixed  Air,  communicated  by 
"  Dr.. Percival."    Thejnterefl  excited  by  thefe  en- 

*  As  the  opinions  of  two  eminent  philofophers,  Dr.  Franklin, 
and  Dr.  Watfon,  (afterwards  Bifhop  of  Landaff,)  may  throw  light 
on  this  curious  fubject,  their  communications  to  Dr.  Percival  are 
annexed;  Appendix  B. 
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dairies  led  him,  in  conjunction  with  that  active  phi- 
fefopher,  to  a  further  profecution  of  the  fubjeclj; 
when  it  happened,  that,  after  purfuing  a  nearly 
fimilar  train  of  experiments,  they  came  to  differ  on  a 
curious  queflion  refpefting  the  influence  of  this  air 
on  vegetation.  The  conclufiona  which  Dr.  Percival 
formed  were  decifive  in  favour  of  the  powers  of fixed 
air  in  promoting  the  growth  and  the  prefervation  of 
plants;  whilfl  thofe  of  Dr.  Prieflley  led  him  to  con- 
tend  for  its  infalubrious  and  even  definitive  influence. 
The  queflion  is  an  important  one,  as  it  relates  to  an 
extenfive  provifion  of  nature  for  the  purification  of 
our  atmofphere,  by  the  ceconomy  of  vegetable  life. 
.Succeeding  writers,  it  may  therefore  be  added,  have 
confirmed  the  accuracy  of  Dr.  Percival's  conclufions  ; 
which  was  alfo  candidly  acknowledged  by  his  oppo- 
nent, on  a  fubfequent  occafion. 

Unfortunately  for  the  conduct  of  his  fludles, 
and  fiill  more  of  his  fcientific  purfuits,  Dr.  Percival 
began  to  experience,  about  the  prefent  period,  the 
firfl  fymptoms  of  that  malady  in  his  eye-fight,  which 
affiled  him  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Its 
origin  he  afcribed  to  the  habit  of  reading  and  wri- 
ting in  his  carriage  during  his  profeffional  journies 
to  the  neighbourhood  of  Manchefler.     As  thefe 
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virus  were  frequent,  and  occupied  a  confiderab 
portion  or*  time,  it  was  an  obvious  expedient  to  e: 
ploy  that  leifure  to  the  purpofes  of  ftudy;  whic' 
-he  was  able  to  purfue  with  little  inconvenience,  a 
the  original  powers  of  his  fight  were  more  tha 
commonly  vigorous.    On  a  fudden,  however,  h 
was  feized  with  a  total  blindnefs  in  one  of  his  eyes, 
which  was  fucceeded  in  the  fpace  of  an  hour  by  2 
violent  and  deep-feated  pain  in  the  eye-ball.  As 
thefe  fymptoms  gradually  fnbfided,  the  other  eye 
became  affetfed  in  a  fimilar  manner;  and  at  length 
when  the  pains  had  ceafed,  and  the  fight  was  perfectl 
reftored,  an  extreme  tendernefs  and  fufceptibility  o> 
the  impreffion  of  light  aflli&ed  both  eyes  permanentl 
alike.    Without  any  exterior  blemifh,  or  the  flighte 
appearance  of  malady,  the  pain  frequently  recurred 
in  fo  acute  a  degree,  as  to  oblige  the  fufferer  to  feek 
refuge  for  fome  hours  in  total  darknefs.    But  expe- 
rience foon  inftrufted  him,  that  an  examination  of 
minute  objefts,  or  a  continued  intent  obfervation  of 
any  object  of  fight  whatever,  invariably  renewed  the 
painful  affe&ion,  which  was  befides  often  aggravated 
by  periodical  attacks  of  fevere  head-ache. 

The  apprehenfion  of  an  utter  lofs  of  fight  (which 
to  ftudious  and  profeffional  men  is  peculiarly  grievous) 
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might  reafonably  be  expected  to  excite  fome  folici- 
tude ;  efpecially  as  its  approach  in  the  prefent 
inftance  feemed  to  be  fo  clearly  marked,  that  the 
event  was  for  fome  time  deemed  inevitable.  During 
a  fhort  period,  Dr.  Percival  was  compelled  to  aban- 
don thofe  purfuits  which  could  no  longer  be  con- 
ducted without  the  affiftance  of  others:  but  the  inter- 
val of  entire  celfation  from  literary  purfuits  was  not 
confiderable;  and  habit  foon  reconciled  him  to  the 
indifpenfable  cuftom  of  employing  amanuenfes.  In 
the  iubfequent  courfe  of  his  life,  fcarcely  any  alter- 
ation was  obfervable  in  the  extreme  fenfibility  of  the 
nerves  of  his  eye,  or  the  tendency  to  acute  pain,  on 
any  trifling  exertion  beyond  the  ordinary  limit;  fo 
that  in  all  the  operations  of  fludy  he  became  depen- 
dent on  the  offices  of  a  domeflic  affiftant.  It  may  be 
obferved,  however,  that  the  facility  which  he  acquired 
in  dictating  his  literary  compofitions,  and  various 
correfpondence,  was  Angularly  happy  j  whiift  in  lis- 
tening to  the  reading  of  others,  he  ufed  to  aflert,  that 
he  experienced  a  fenfible  advantage  over  his  former 
method,  in  collecting  his  thoughts,  and  exercifmg  his 
faculties,  on  any  fubjecl  of  ferious  inveftigation. 
Neither  did  the  cheerfulnefs  of  his  manners,  nor  the 
habitual  ferenity  of  his  temper,  fuffer  in  the  flighted: 
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degree,  from  the  preflure  of  an  unceafmg  and  irre- 
mediable evil. 

In  the  year  1777,  Dr.  Pcrcival  was  unanimoufly 
elected  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  at  Pam;  an 
honour  which  was  conferred  without.folicitation,  and 
accompanied  by  fome  flattering  marks  of  diftin&ion. 
The  only  productions  of  his  pen,  during  this  and  the 
following  year,  was  a  fecond  volume 'of  his  Moral 
Tales,  Fables,  and  Refieflions,  written  upon  the  fame 
plan,  and  for  the  fame  purpofes  as  the  former,  and  a 
Socratic  Difcourfe  on  Truth  and  Faithfidnefs.  The 
latter,  (which  was  not  publiflied,  but  printed  only 
for  the  author's  diftribution,*)  was  originally  intended 

*  Previous  to  the  publication  of  this  Difcourfe,  which  did  not 
take  place  until  fomc  years  afterwards,  the  piece  found  its  way  into 
France;  where  an  elegant  tranflation  of  it  appeared  from  the  pen  of 
M.  Boulard,  a  Parilian  advocate  of  fome  eminence.  In  a  fliort  and 
complimentary  Preface,  (although  the  parties  were  mutually  un- 
known to  each  other,)  the  Tranflator  obferves,  that  the  only  faults 
of  the  original  performance  are,  the  occafional  mixture  of  ficlitious 
•  with  real hiitory,  and  certain  Traits  de  Proteftantifmc;  the  latter  of 
which  are  carefully  pointed  out,  and  remedied  by  appropriate 
notes.  In  other  refpefts  he  liberally  commends,  and  fomewhat 
ambitioufly  expatiates  on,  the  defign  of  his  author.  The  fuppoftd 
errors  juft  noticed,  fays  he,  "  Sont  les  fettles  taches  dc  cet  ouvrage, 
"  qui  joint  agreement  a  Puit/ite,  et  qui  mcritela  reconnaiffance  des 
"  peres  defamille.  On  fie  petit  que.  f$  avoir  gre  aun  Medecin,  tres 
"  difilingue  dans  fin  Hat,  d  'employer  fes  'moments  dc  loifir  a  caltiver 
"  les  Letires,  qui  font  le  charme  dc  la  vie,  elezent  I'ame,  gucrifj'eiit , 
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as  the  commencement  of  a  feries  of  Moral  Effays, 
in  the  Socratic  manner  of  colloquial  diflertation  ;  and 
the  writer  has  thus  explained  the  fcheme  of  his 
work : — "  The  Difcourfe  forms  the  firft  part  of  a 
"  plan  which  he  has  long  had  in  contemplation,  of 
il  teaching  his  elder  children  the  moll  important 
"  branches  of  Ethics,  viz.  veracity ,  faitbfulnefs,  jus- 
"  the,  and  benevolence,  in  a  fyftematic.  and  experimen- 
"  tal  manner,  by  examples.  But  various  eaufes," 
it  is  added,  "  have  hitherto  prevented,  and  will  pro- 
"  babJy  continue  to  prevent,  the  completion  of  his 
"  defign.  lie  cordially  wifhes,  therefore,'  that  fome 
"  moralift  of  more  leifure  and  fuperior  abilities,  into 
"  whofe  hands  this  piece  may  fall,  would  execute  in 
"  its  full  extent  what  is  here  fo  partially  and  imper- 
"  feclly  attempted." 

"  les  prcjugcs,  etendent  les  idees,  fortifient  I'efprit,  prejervent  ds 

"  foiftvete  et  da  vice,  et  infpirent  I'humanite,  le  dejintertsjimeni,  et 

"  r amour  du  bien  public.    Ce  delaffement  le  plus  noble  dc  tons,  a  ete 

• 

"  celui  des  plus  grands  Magijlrats,  tels  que  les  I'Hopital,  les  de  Thou, 
"  les  Lavwignon,  les  Mor.tefquieu,  et  les  Dagueffeau.  Les  affaires 
"  publiques,  dont  Us  etoient  charges,  ne  les  empechoient  pas  de  vivre 
"  avec  la  Mttfes,  comme  Font  fait  parmi  nos  contemporains  Frc- 
"  deric  II.  et  Franklin,  ej  parmi  les  anciens  Cefar  et  Ciceron,  qui 
»'  gouyernoient  le  plus  grand  empire  qui  ait  jamais  exijle,  et  qui 
"  nous  ont  cependant  laijfe  des  chefs -d' ce uv res  litterai/rs."—Vrddcc 
dc  Tradufleur. 
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The  fcherae  of  moral  enquiry,  of  which  the  outline 
is  here  /ketched,  was  never  completed  by  its  author; 
nor  has  any  fubfequent  writer  attempted  the  execu- 
tion of  a  fimilar  plan.    It  continued,  however,  to  be 
a  favourite  de%n  with  Dr.  Percivat;  who  has  fo 
happily  exemplified  its  beauty  and  value,  as  to  make 
it  matter  of  regret  that  he  relinquiflied  its  further 
practical  application.    In  the  mod  effential  refpeds, 
indeed,  it  refembles  the  plan  of  his  other  moral 
inftrudlions,  which  aim  at  teaching  virtue,  by  expo- 
fing  its  qualities  to  admiration,  and  by  leading  the 
judgment  and  feelings  to  approve  them  in  conjunction. 
The  merits  of  the  plan  are  fo  admirably  expreffed 
by  Lord  Bolingbroke  in  the  following  paffage,  that 
I  am  tempted  to  trefpafs  upon  the  narrative  by  intro- 
ducing it  in  this  place.     "  When  examples  are 
"  pointed  out  to  us/'  fays  the  noble  writer,  "  there 
"  is  a  kind  of  appeal,  with  which  we  are  flattered, 
68  made  to  ourfenfes  as  well  as  to  our  under/landings. 
"  The  inftruftion  comes  then  upon  our  own  authen- 
"  ticity;  we  frame  the  precept  after  our  ownexperi- 
"  ence;  and  yield  to  fact,  when  we  refift  fpeculation. 
es  But  this  is  not  the  only  advantage  of  inftrudlion  by 
te  example ;  for  example  appeals  not  to  our  under- 
"  (landing  alone,  but  to  our  paffions  likewife.  Ex- 
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tc  ample  affuages  them,  or  animates  them  ;  fets  paf- 
"  fion  on  the  fide  of  judgment,  and  makes  the  whole 
"  ?nan  of  a  piece,  which  is  more  than  the  ftrongefl 
"  reafon  or  the  cleared  demonftration  can  do  ;  and 
"  thus  forming  habits  by  repetition,  example  fecures 
"  the  obfervance  of  thofe  precepts  which  example 
"  infinuated." 

The  ftudies  which  led  Dn  Percival  to  thefe  ufeful* 
though  lefs  confiderable,  efforts  of  his  genius,  formed 
in  truth  the  moft  grateful  occupation  of  his  leifure 
hours.    The  ftudy  of  the  human  mind  in  general, 
and  efpecially  of  its  moral  conflitution,  opened  a  wide 
£eld  to  his  fpeculative  curiofity  ;  while  the  partiality 
for  fuch  inveftigations  which  he  had  imbibed  from 
the  earliefl:  period  of  his  voluntary  application  to 
books,  feemed  even  to  increafe  with  his  advancing 
years.    Of  his  particular  fentiments  in  Morals,  it 
were  fuperiluous  to  offer  any  detail  in  thefe  pages; 
as  his  own  compofitions  furnim.  the  belt  ftatement 
of  them,  and  of  the  evidence  on  which  they  were 
founded.    But  it  will  be  obferved  by  the  reader,  that 
Dr.  Percival's  literary  correfpondence  often  betrays 
his  attachment  to  fpeculations  of  this  kind ;  and  it 
might  be  added,  that  his  convention  not  unfre- 
quently  manifefteda  tendency  to  philofophical  accuracy 


vol.  r. 
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on  fimilar  fubjefts.   A  long  familiarity  with  the  topics 
of  moral  fcience  having  given  him  an  entire  com- 
mand over  them  on  all  occafions,  the  felicity  of  his 
expreffion,  as  well  as  the  uniformity  and  confifiency  of 
his  opinions,  was  eminently  remarkable.    It  is  pro- 
bable, alfo,  had  the  plan  of  his  life  afforded  him  fcope 
for  an  undertaking  mod:  congenial  with  his  views,  that 
he  would  have  given  to  the  world,  in  a  fyftematic  form, 
thofe  fpeculations  which  were  Joofely  fcattered  through 
his  writings  and  convention ;  and  which,  if  difplayed 
in  the  form  they  appeared  to  affume  in  his  own  com 
prehenfion,  would  have  done  credit,  if  I  miftake  not 
to  his  enlarged  and  original  powers.    But  carefully 
as  he  regulated  the  ceconomy  of  his  time,  his  leifur 
was  too  fcanty  for  the  execution  of  any  confiderable 
work  unconnected  with  his  profeffion,  the  numerous 
avocations  of  which  deterred  him  even  from  accom 
plifliing  the  limited  fchemes  which  he  projected.  T 
thefe,  indeed,  he  feems  to  have  been  impelled  chief! 
by  the  hope  of  benefiting  youthful  readers,  and  o 
thus  gratifying  more  effectually,  perhaps,  than  b 
remote  fpeculations,  his  ruling  defire  of  contributing 
to  the  improvement  and  the  happinefs  of  mankind 
The  intelligent  obferver  may,  neverthelefs,  perceive,  ii 
the  philofophic  fpirit  which  pervades  the  greater  par  , 
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of  Dr.  Percival's  writings,  no  Iefs  than  in  his  diftinft 
ethical  dilTertations,  the  traces  of  thofe  clear  and  com- 
prehenfive  views  of  moral  faience  which  the  author 
delighted  to  form,  and  on  which  he  built  the  moft 
flattering  conceptions  of  the  probable  influence  of 
reafon  and  philofophy  in  accelerating  the  advance- 
ment of  the  race. 

We  come  next  to  a  period,  deferving  of  notice,  as 
the  rera  in  which  the  fubject  of  this  memoir,  in  con- 
junction with  other  leading  inhabitants  of  Manchefter, 
eftabliflied  the  Literary  and  Pbilofophical  Society  of 
that  town.    The  inflitution  derived  its  origin  from 
the  dated  weekly  meetings  for  converfation,  which 
Dr.  Percival  held  at  his  own  houfej  the  refortof  the 
literary  characters,  the  principal  inhabitants,  and  of 
occafional  Grangers.     As  thefe   meetings  became 
more  numerous,  it  was  in  time  found  convenient  to 
transfer  them  to  a  tavern,  and  to  conftitute  a  few 
rules  for  the  better  direction  of  their  proceedings. 
The  members  thus  infenfibly  formed  themfelves  into 
a  Club  j  which  was  fupported  with  fo  much  fuccefs, 
as  at  length,  in  the  year  1781,*  to  affume  the  more 

*  In  the  preceeding  year  (1780)  Dr.  Percival  fuftained  the  mis- 
fortune of  lofing  two  children,  of  early  age,  within  the  interval .  " 
a  few  days.    The  lines  which  he  inferibed  to  their  memory,  ai  • 
inferted  ia  AppSNDrx  C. 

2  e 
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refpe&able  form  and  title  which  it  now  poffeffes.  Of 
this  inftitution,  Dr.  Percival  was  appointed  joint  prefi- 
dent  with  James  Maifey,  efq;  the  vice-prefidents  and 
other  officers  were  chofen  among  the  literary  perfons  of 
the  town  j  whilft  a  numerous  body  of  members  main- 
tained at  once  the  credit  and  utility  of  the  foundation. 

An  account  of  the  laws  and  the  literary  tranadYions 
of  this  body  may  be  found  in  the  volumes  of  Memoirs , 
•which  they  have  fucceffively  given  to  the  world.  If 
were  unneceffary,  however,  were  it  even  agreeable  to 
the  limited  purpofe  of  thefe  pages,  to  enumerate  the 
aOive  fervices  of  various  individuals  who  co-operated 
with  Dr.  Percival  in  the  formation  of  the  eftablifli- 
ment.*    With  refpeft  to  his  own  fervices,  it  may  be 
fufficient  to  remark,  that  he  was  a  leading  fupporter  of 
the  judicious  fyftem  on  which  proceedings  of  the 

*  If  any  deviation  be  admitted  with  refpeft  to  the  rule  of  pn> 
hibiting  from  a  private  narrative  general  or  perfonal  details,  not  im- 
mediately concerning  its  Subjeft;  it  may  be  pardonable,  on  the  pre- 
fent  occaiion,  in  mentioning,  among  the  founders  of  the  Mancbef.tr 
Society^,  refpedlable  names  of  the  Rev.Dr.Barnes  and  Mr.Thomas 
Henry.  The  former  of  thefe,  an  eminent  preacher  and  divine,  was 
one  of  the  earlieft  of  Dr.  Percival's  friends.  Their  acquaintance 
commenced  at  the  Warrington  Academy,  and  was  cherifhed  by  a 
common  ardour  and  diligence  in  die  profecudon  of  their  ftudies. 
In  the  fubfequent  period  of  their  lives  "the  fame  liberal  friendfhip 
was  preferred,  and  was  beneficially  exercifed  by  their  mutual  efforts 
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Society  were  conducted  ;  and  that  in  the  general 
bufmefs  of  the  inftitution  his  exertions  were  employed 
through  life  with  the  happieft  fuccefs.  His  attend- 
ance at  the  meetings,  (which  were  held  on  each, 
alternate  Friday  during  the  winter  feafon,)  was  rarely 
prevented  by  any  other  circumftance  than  the  inter- 
ruption of  health;  his  literary  contributions  were 
frequent  and  valuable  ;  while  his  active  zeal,  not  lefs 
than  his  candour  and  moderation,  peculiarly  qualified 
him  for  the  leading  office  he  fuftained.  His  powers 
both  of  comprehenfion  and  difcourfe  were  fome- 
times  called  forth  to  confiderable  exercife ;  and 
perhaps  on  no  occafion  were  his  talents  more  fully 
exerted,  or  more  charafteriftically  manifeit,  than 
when  prefiding  over  the  debates  of  the  Society  he  at 
once  guided  and  fyftematized  the  topics  of  animated 
difcuffion.  To  thefe  qualifications,  and  to  the  inflex- 
ible dignity  of  his  conduct,  he  was  indebted  for  his 

in  forming  feveral  eftablifhments  of  public  utility  in  the  town  where 
they  rcfidcd.  Dr.  Percival's  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Henry  com- 
menced at  a  fomewhat  later  period;  but  their  reciprocal  regard 
v  as  not  lefs  warm  or  lafting.  The  fimilarity  of  their  profeffional 
engagements  rendered  their  intercoui  fe  frequent ;  and  the  medical  - 
writings  by  which  they  are  both  known  to  the  public,  have  often 
recorded  their  common  labours.  In  private  life  alfo  their  attachment 
war  Ib'cngtkcned  by  the  moft  zealous  and  uninterrupted  efteem. 
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annual  appointment  to  the  prefidency,  (by  the  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  members,)  during  the  remainder  of 
his  life.* 

Another  inftitution,  which  originated  about  this 
period,  may  deferve  curfory  notice,  both  on  account 
of  its  intrinfic  merit,  and  as  it  manifefts  the  ardour 
in  profecuting  fchemes  for  the  public  benefit  with 
which  Dr.  Percival  and  his  coadjutors  were  infpired. 
The  defign  was  in  fome  refpe&s  novel,  compri- 
zing a  provifion  for  Public  Lectures  on  the  follow- 
ing fubjects  :  ift,  Practical  Mathematics,  and  the 
principal  branches  of  Natural  Philofophy;  2d,  Che- 
miflry,  with  a  reference  to  the  arts  and  manufactures; 
3d,  the  Theory  and  Hiftory  of  the  Fine  Arts ; 
4th,  the  Origin,  Hiftory,  and  Progrefs  of  Arts,  Ma- 
nufactures, and  Commerce,  the  Commercial  Laws 
and  Regulations  of  different  Countries,  Commutative 
Juftice,  and  other  branches  of  Commercial  Ethics. 
Thefe  Lectures  were  defigned  for  the  improvement 
of  the  youth  of  Manchefter  ;  and  efpecially  of  fuch 
as  having  finiflied  the  ordinary  courfe  of  education, 
were  about  to  engage  in  commercial  occupations. 
As  the  eltablilhment,  (entitled  The  College  of  Arts 

*  On  the  death  of  James  Maffey,  efq;  Dr.  Percival  became  fole 
preiident,  in  which  lituation  he  remained  ever  afterwards. 


OF  THOMAS  PERCIVAL,  M.  D.  lxx.1 

and  Sciences')  provided  only  a  proper  number  and  fuc- 
ceffion  of  teachers,  the  young  men  who  liftened  to 
their  inftruflions  exercifed  that  privilege  voluntarily 
and  proraifcuoufly.  At  certain  rates  of  fubfcription 
they  attended  any  one  or  all  of  the  public  lectures, 
which  were  diftributed  at  convenient  hours  of  the 
day :  and  fo  liberal  was  the  fpirit  and  the  wealth 
of  the  inhabitants,  that  little  doubt  was  entertained 
of  the  popular  fuccefs  of  the  fcheme.*  From  caufes 
however,  which  were  then  perhaps  not  fully  under- 
ftood,  and  for  which  it  would  now  be  altogether 
vain  to  enquire,  the  inftitution  was  found  to  decline 
even  in  its  firft  moments  ;  and  after  two  winters 
of  unfavourable  trial,  was  at  length  reluctantly 
abandoned. 

In  the  year  1785,  the  Literary  and  Philofophical 
Society  of  Manchefter  publiflied  the  firft  volumes  of 
its  Memoirs  j  which,  by  means  of  Dr.  Percival's  appli- 
cation to  the  firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury,  were  dedi- 

*  The  Lord  Lieutenant  and  the  Members  of  Parliament  for  the 
County  were  nominated  patrons;  and  Dr.  Percival  was  elected 
prefident  of  the  inftitution.  The  plan  and  code  of  rules  relating 
to  its  proceedings  were  drawn  up  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Barnes ;  and  it 
may  be  added,  that  the  general  defign  has  been  imitated  and  illus. 
trated  on  a  larger  fcale,  in  the  Royal  and  London  Injtitulions. 
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cated,  with  permiffion,  to  the  King.*  The  differtations 
that  appeared  in  them  were  fele&ed  from  a  large 
body  of  papers  which  had  been  communicated  to  the 
Society  by  different  perfons  during  a  period  of  four 
years  j  and  they  will  affuredly  be  allowed  to  furnilh 
no  feeble  teflimony  of  the  learning  and  ingenuity  of 
the  contributors.    Several  Effays  from  the  pen  of 
Dr.  Percival  are  contained  in  thefe  volumes.  The 
firft  is  entitled  a  "  Tribute  to  the  Memory  of  Charles 
"  de  Polier,  efq;"  a  gentleman  of  fingular  accom-" 
plifliments,  who  had  been  fome  time  refident  in  Man- 
chefter,  as  tutor  to  the  fons  of  the  late  Marquis  of 
Waterford,  and  who  had  diflinguilhed  himfelf  as  an 
active  member  of  the  Literary  Society.    On  the 
melancholy  occafion  of  his  death,  the  prefident  was 
appointed,  by  the  unanimous  defire  of  the  members,  to 
pronounce  his  eloge  at  one  of  their  public  meetings} 
and  was  afterwards  requeftcd  to  infert  the  addrefs  in 
their  "  Memoirs."  f 

*  Vide  Appendix  D. 

*  This  "  Tribute,"  &c.  was  fo  favourably  received,  that  not  long 
after  its  publication  it  was  tianflated  into  the  French  language,  by 
M.  Froflard,  profeflbr  at  Lyons ;  who  alfo  tianflated  into  the  fame 
language  the  «  Moral  Tales,  Fables,  and  Reflcdions."  See 
Appe_ndix  E. 
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The  Speculations  concerning  the  perceptive  powers 
ef  Vegetables,  (which  are  inferted  in  the  fecond 
volume  of  thefe  "  Memoirs,")  have  attracted  fome 
attention,  as  a  philofophical  attempt  to  illuflrate  an 
ingenious  but  fanciful  hypothefis.  The  proofs  which 
the  author  has  adduced  in  fupport  of  his  arguments, 
are  not  only  various  and  finking,  but  as  far  as  ana- 
logy can  avail,  their  authority  is  decifive.  "  In  all 
w  enquiries  into  truth,  whether  natural  or  moral," 
fays  Dr.  Percival,  "  it  is  necefTary  to  take  into  pre- 
"  vious  confideration  the  kind  of  evidence  which  the 
M  fubjett  admits,  and  the  degree  of  it  which  is  fuffi- 
"  cient  to  afford  fatisfa&ion  to  the  mind.  Demon- 
"  flrative  evidence  is  abfolute  and  without  gradation; 
"  but  probable  evidence  afcends  by  regular  fleps, 
"  from  the  loweft  prefumption  to  the  highefl  moral 
"  certainty.  A  fingle  prefumption  is  indeed  of  little 
**  weight ;  but  a  feries  of  fuch  imperfect  proofs  may 
"  produce  the  fullefl  conviction.  The  flrength  of 
"  belief,  however,  may  often  be  greater  than  is  pro- 
"  portionate  to  the  force  and  number  of  thefe  proofs9 
"  either  individually  or  collectively  confidered.  For 
"-as  unncertainty  is  always  painful  to  the  under-- 
"  flanding,  very  flight  evidence,  if  the  fubjecl  admit 
$  of  no  other,  fometimes  amounts  to  credibility.  This 
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"  every  philofopher  experiences  in  his  refearches 
"  into  nature ;  and  the  obfervation  may  ferve  as 
"  an  apology  for  the  following  jeu  d'  efprit\  in 
"  which  I  fhall  attempt  to  fliew,  by  feveral  analogies 
"  of  organization,  life,  inftinft,  fpontaniety,  and  felf- 
motion,  that  plants,  like  animals,  are  endowed 
"  with  powers  of  perception  and  enjoyment."  Of 
the  fafte  and  analogies  which  are  arranged  under 
thefe feveral  heads,  the  mod  confpicuous,  it  muft  be 
confeffed,  are  fele&ed  from  thole  extraordinary  pro 
duftions  of  nature,  which  bear  a  trifling  proportion 
to  the  general  mafs  of  vegetable  creation.  But  as  a 
regular  gradation  is  obfervable  from  the  highefl:  to 
the  loweft  degrees  of  animal  life,  it  is  by  no  means 
unphilofophical  to  fuppofe,  that  a  like  feries  may 
obtain  in  the  inferior  world.  The  author,  however, 
obferves  in  the  concluding  part  of  the  fame  difqui- 
fition ;  "  Truth  obliges  me  to  acknowledge,  that  I 

'«  review  my  fpeculations  with  much  diffidence ; 
"  and  that  1  dare  not  prefume  to  expect  they  will 
«'  produce  any  permanent  couviftion  in  others,  when 
"  I  experience  an  inftability  of  opinion  in  myfelf : 
"  for  to  ufe  the  language  of  Tully,  Nefcio  quomodo 
"  dum  lego  ajfentior;  cum  pofui  librum  ajfcntio  omnis 
"  ilia  elabitur." 
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Another  paper  which  Dr.  Percival  contributed  to 
thefe  Volumes,  relates  to  the  Purfuits  of  Experimental 
Philofophy,  which  the  writer  recommends  with  peculiar 
felicity  to  thofe  who  have  leifure  and  abilities  for  fcien- 
tific  refearch.    He  at  the  fame  time  expatiates  on 
the  value  of  that  knowledge  which  is  derived  from  a 
careful  obfervation  of  the  phenomena  of  nature ;  and 
in  the  fearch  for  general  principles ,  inculcates  the  fa- 
lutary  maxim  of  confining  our  fpeculations  within  the 
precife  boundary  of  legitimate  induction.  Homo^nalurtz 
minijter  et  interpres,  tantum  facit  et  intelligit,  quantum 
de  naturae  ordine,  re  vel  mente,  ohfervaverit ;  nee  am- 
plius  fcit  aut  poteji.*    In  moral  as  in  phyfical  fcience 
he  faw  clearly  the  fundamental  error  of  thofe  fyflems 
which  prefcribe  the  ftudy  of  univerfal  truths,  or  re" 
commend  prematurely  the  procefs  of  generalization. 
Befides  their  dirett  tendency  to  retard  the  progrefs  of 
fcience,  by  inverting  the  order  of  inquiry,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  they  contribute  to  cherifli  a  fpirit  of 
philofophical  fcepticifm,  by  leading  the  mind  to  con- 
found fenfible  with  fpeculative  truth,  and  to  reft:  its 
belief  on  a  mixed  foundation  of  fact  and  hypothefis, 
whofe  union  is  altogether  imaginary.  Notwithstand- 
ing his  admiration,  therefore,  of  the  genius  of  the 

*  Bacon* 
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celebrated  logicians  of  antiquity,  he  diffented  entirely 
from  the  methods  of  reafoning  which  they  invented ; 
nor  die!  the  writings  of  their  modern  apologifts, 
(amongfl:  whom  Mr.  James  Harris,  the  moll  learned 
and  fuccefsful,  was  in  other  refpefts  one  of  his  chiefly- 
admired  authors,*)  infpire  him  with  any  higher  ap- 
probation than  muft  be  claimed  by  their  fpeculative 
ingenuity ;  while  he  embraced  without  referve  the 
founder  tenets  and  more  fagacious  philofophy  of 
Lord  Bacon. 

It  has  already  been  obferved,  that  in  the  early 
period  of  his  life,  Dr.  Percival  devoted  much  time 
and  attention  to  the  purfuits  of  experimental  philofo- 
phy. Thefe  refearches  were  for  the  mod  part  pro- 
fecuted  in  conjunction  with  his  friend  Dr.  Prieftley, 
who  was  at  that  time  extending  the  boundaries  of 
fcic-nce  by  his  fplendid  and  mifcellaneous  difcoveries. 
Perhaps  at  no  period  was  the  ardour  for  experimental 
purfuits  more  ftrongly  excited  or  more  widely  dif- 

*  Dr.  Percival's  admiration  of  this  accomplifhed  fcholar  and 
•  writer,  is  expreflcd  in  the  Eflay  above  alluded  to,  and  in  feveral  other 
parts  of  his  works.  He  efteemed  the  "  Dialogue  concerning  Hap- 
f '  pinefs"  the  moft  acute  and  elegant  ipecimen  of  philofophical 
difquiiition,  after  that  manner,  with  which  he  was  acquainted.  The 
writings  of  Lord  Monboddo  (to  whom  he  was  perfonally  well 
known)  produced  in  him  no  greater  difpofition  to  embrace  the 
Ariftotelian  philofophy,  than  thofe  of  Mr.  Harris. 
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fufed;  whilft  the  career  of  fuccefs  which  attended  the 
inveftigations  of  a  few  philolophers,  feemed  to  open 
at  once  immeafurable  fields  of  cnriofity  and  wonder. 
Some  of  the  refuks  of  Dr.  Percival's  inquiries  have 
already  been  noticed;  and  the  greater  part  of  them 
are  on  record  in  thofe  volumes  of  "  Effays,"  which 
he  fucceflively  prefented  to  the  world. 

The  aaive  and  leading  interefl:  which  the  Subject  of 
thefe  Memoirs  was  accuftomed  to  take  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Manchejler  Academy,  may  render  it  proper,  at 
this  period  of  the  narrative,  to  offer  a  very  brief 
account  of  its  origin  and  conftitution.    In  the  year 
j 785,  feveral  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Man- 
chefter  formed  the  defign  of  inftituting  a  feminary 
for  the  education  of  Proteftant  Diffenting  Minis- 
ters, fimiiar  to  that  which  was  on  the  eve  of  being 
diffolved  at  Warrington.    The  local  exertions  of  a 
few  individuals  were  feconded  by  the  liberal  aid  of  a 
great  body  of  opulent  diffenters  in  various  parts  of  the 
kingdom.    Their  numbers  alone  might  render  fuch 
an  eftablifhment  a  meafure  of  popular  intereft;  and 
their  experience  of  the  benefit  and  the  credit  of  fimiiar 
foundations,  for  the  inftruftion  of  their  clergy,  might 
be  expected  to  fecure  a  continuance  of  that  fupport. 
It  was  conceived  that  the  town  of  Manchefter  was  in 
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feveral  refperts  well  calculated  for  a  fchool  of  learn- 
ing; as  it  was  furniihed  with  a  large  and  cultivated 
fociety,  pofleffed  of  one  of  the  mod  valuable  Public 
Libraries*  in  this  kingdom;  and  efpecially  as  it  con- 
tained two  learned  eftablifhments  of  fome  fame,  the 
College  of  Arts,  and  the  Literary  and  Philofophical 
Society.    Under  thefe  aufpices,  the  defign  was  pro- 
moted  with  confiderable  ardour;  and  general  meetings 
of  the  inhabitants  were  held,  (at  which  Dr.  Percival 
commonly  prefided,)  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  into 
execution  a  fcheme  fo  apparently  advantageous.  In 
a  fhort  period  of  time,  the  plan  of  the  Foundation  was 
completed;  whilft  the  fubfcriptions  required  for  the 
ere&ion  of  a  public  building,  and  the  formation  of 
liberal  though  temporary  funds,  were  without  diffi- 
ficulty  obtained. 

Early  in  the  year  1786,  the  committee  chofen  to 
fuperintend  the  conducl  of  the  Academy  publiihed  a 
profpectus,  explanatory  of  the  nature  and  the  obje&s 
of  this  new  feminary;  announcing,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Barnes,  D.D. 
and  the  Rev.  Ralph  Harrifon,  to  the  ProfelTorfhips  of 
Divinity  and  ClaiTical  Literature.  The  internal  govern- 

*  An  ancient  and  extenfive  Foundation,  by  Humphry  Chtc- 
tham,  efq. 
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inent  of  the  inftitution  was  vetted  in  the  hands  of 
thefe  tutors;  but  the  committee,  or  the  body  of 
trufteesat  large,  retained  for'themfelves  the  power  of 
fufpending  or  removing  them  in  cafe  of  the  negleft 
or  violation  of  their  duty.  Every  appeal  alfo  from  the 
inferior  members  of  the  Academy  was  referred  to 
thofe  affemblies;  fo  that  the  laws  which  difpenfed 
immediate  authority  to  the  tutors,  rendered  their  com- 
duel:  at  all  times  amenable  to  the  prefiding  body. 

The  primary  objeft  of  the  Foundation  was  avowedly 
to  provide  the  means  of  a  liberal  and  fyftematic  edu- 
cation for  the  Clergy  of  Proteftant  DhTent.  To  the 
Jludents  of  divinity,  a  term  of  refidence  for  the  fpace 
of  five  years  was  prefcribed  ;  a  regular  feries  of  lec- 
tures and  ftudy  was  directed  to  be  purfued;  and  ia 
the  end,  although  the  Academy  polTeTed  no  patron- 
age, and  fupported  no  inaftive  members,  yet  the 
recommendation  of  the  tutors  might  have  confiderable 
influence,  in  procuring  eligible  filiations  for  fuch  as 
accompliflied  with  credit  the  exercifes  of  their  pro- 
bation. The  expence  of  their  inftru&ion  was  in  the 
mean  time  defrayed  by  the  funds  of  the  inftitution  ; 
and  fome  additional  fupport  was  granted  them,  by 
annual  ftipends  from  the  fame  fource.  But  the  num- 
ber of  this  clafs  of  Undents  formed  a  fmall  part  of 
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the  whole;  and  the  fecondary  object  of  the  Foundation 
promifed  to  be  amply  fulfilled,  by  the  advantages  it 
offered  for  theprofecntion  of  ufeful  and  manly  fludies 
preparatory  to  commercial  life.    The  importance  of 
this  object,  more  particularly  in  a  wealthy  and  trading 
diftrift,  was  indisputable  5  and  as  the  privilege  of 
admiffion  v/as  granted  to  all,  (even  to  thofe  who 
might  derive  emolument  from  the  inftitution,)  without 
any  teft  or  fubfcription,  its  benefits  were  expected  to 
be  univerfally  difFufed.      In  comparifon  with  the 
Englifh  univerfities,  an  eftablifhment  like  the  prefent 
propofed  the  obvious  advantages  of  requiring  lefs  ex- 
pence  on  the  part  of  the  pupils,  and  affording  them 
fewer  opportunities  of  incurring  habits  unfavourable 
to  their  morals  or  improvement.    For  thefe  benefits, 
indeed,  the  earlier  age  and  inferior  numbers  of  thofe 
who  might  refort  thither  for  education,  afforded  a 
fufficient  fecurity ;  but  the  fanguine  admirers  of  the 
Inftitution  trufted  to  its  intrinfic  merits,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  a  more  liberal  ardour  for  knowledge, 
and  a  more  unfettered  fpirit  of  refearch,  than  was 
conceived  to  prevail  in  our  ancient  and  venerable 
fchools  of  ,  learning. 

During  fome  years  the  Manchefter  Academy  flou- 
rifhed  with  confiderable  reputation.    Its  great  pur- 


in  '  J 
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pofes  were  fulfilled  by  the  regular  admittance, 
inftruction,  and  fupport,  of  candidates  for  the  Minis- 
terial office j  while  its  utility  as  a  place  of  general 
improvement  for  the  fons  of  commercial  men,  was 
evinced  by  the  numbers  both  of  Churchmen  and 

Diffenters  who  were  there  educated.  "Without 

venturing  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  temporary 
fucceis  or  gradual  decline  of  this  Seminary,  it  may 
be  obferved,  (in  order  to  prevent  the  neceffity  of 
again  recurring  to  its  hiftory,)  that  its  fate  eventu- 
ally  refembled  that  of  the  Warrington  Academy. 
Alike  defigned  by  prudent  and  able  patrons,  and 
fupported  by  the  a&ive  fervices  of  many  diftin- 
guifhed  individuals,  a  longer  term  of  duration  might, 
perhaps,  with  reafon,  have   been  expe&ed;  but 
the  vigour  of  both  feemed  to  languilh  with  the 
decay  of  that  fpirit  from  which  they  derived  their 
origin;    and  an  indifferent  obferver  of  their  fall 
might  thence  have  embraced  the  opinion,  that  fuch 
cilablifliments  cannot    be  fecured  on  a  permanent 
foundation,  without  the  aid  of  Royal  bounty,  or 
Parliamentary  provifion.* 

*  I  am  indebted  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Barnes,  (who,  during  a  period 
of  twelve  years,  difcharged  the  duties  of  ProfefTor  of  Divinity,  with 
diftinguifhed  ability,)  for  the  following  brief  ftatement  refpedingthe 
avenues,  and  the  ftudents,  of  the  Academy.  The  number  of  the 

VOL.  II,  f 
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Id  the  courfe  of  the  year  1787,  Dr.  Percival  was 
elecled  member  of  "  the  American  Philofophical 
"  Society  of  Philadelphia,"  in  confequence  of  the 
recommendation  of  his  friend  Dr.  Franklin,  the 
illuftrious  Prefident  of  that  body.    About  the  fame 

latter  who  were  admitted  from  the  autumn  of  1786,  to  that  of  1798* 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-Jeven,  of  whom  twenty  were 
entered  ftudents  for  the  Miniftry.  The  annual  revenues  of  the 
Academy,  from  the  period  of  1786  to  the  late  year,  (1806,)  reached 
an  average  between  aaol.  and  250I..  They  have  never  amounted  to 
300I.  but  have  fometimes  fallen  below  aocl.  per  annum. 

The  Manchefter  Academy  was  finally  clofed  in  the  year  1802; 
when  the  Tefidue  of  its  funds,  together  with  the  very  valuable  library 
belonging  to  the  Inftitution,  were  transferred  to  York,  under  the 
care  of  the  Rev.  Mr.Wellbeloved.  The  fcheme  which  Dr.  Percival 
propolcd  for  the  appropriation  of  thefe  pofTeffions,  was  to  annex 
them  to  fome  one  of  the  Scottifh  Univerfities ;  and  for  this  purpofe 
he  deemed  Glaigow  the  moft  fuitably  adapted.  The  free  accefs 
which  is  there  afforded  to  perfons  of  all  denominations,  would  doubt- 
lefsbe  open  to  Jiudcnts  of  Arian  or  any  other  DifTenting  perfuafion; 
the  fteady  difcipline  and  regular  manners  adopted  in  the  Colleges 
would  be  favourable  to  their  moral  character;  a  wide  fphere  of 
emulation  would  be  prefented  to  them ;  whilft  the  peculiar  habits 
both  of  opinion  and  conduct,  which  are  fometimes  cherifhed  among 
fmall  diftindt  bodies,  would  be  loft  in  the  various  intcrcourfe  of  a 
large  Univcrfity.  As  it  is  fcarcely  to  be  expected  that  a  new  Aca- 
demical Inftitution,  fimilar  to  thofe  of  Warrington,  Hackney,  or 
Manchefter,  will  for  fome  time  be  again  attempted;  may  it  riot,  even 
now,  be  a  queftion  of  policy,  whether  the  Diffenters  might  not  thus 
advantageoufly  graft  their  individual  intereft  on  the  importance  of 
fome  large  Public  Body;  and  prefer  the  folid  benefits  of  greater  fe- 
curity,  and  more  liberal  emulation,  to  the  flattering  circumftance  of 
an  appropriate  eftablifliment  \ 
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period,  he  became  alfo  a  member  of  the  "  Royal 
"  Society  of  Edinburgh,"  and  the  "  Medical  Society 
"  in  London." 


It  has  happened,  (I  believe,  accidentally,)  that 
the  Correfpondence  which  Dr.  Percival  maintained 
with  his  various  literary  friends,  has  been  preferved 
more  entire,  during  fome  years  about  the  time  at  prefent 
unaer  review,  than  at  any  other  period  of  his  life. 
In  his  own  letters  may  be  found  a  faithful  image  of 
the  mind  from  whence  they  proceeded  j  a  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  lively  and  unaffected  zeal  with  which  he 
employed  his  fervices  for  the  public  good ;  and  fome 
teflimonies  of  the  liberal  and  enlightened  principles 
which  governed  his  conduct. 

No  apology,  I  trull,  will  be  required  for  inter- 
rupting the  form  of  the  prefent  narrative,  by  intro- 
ducing a  feletfion  from  thefe  Letters.    It  may  be 
deemed  fortunate,  on  the  contrary,  that  they  fupply 
the  hiflory  of  a  period  of  which  a  diffinft  and  conti- 
nued account  could  not   eafily  have  been  given; 
whilft  they  difclofe  the  fentiments  and  conduct  of  the 
writer  on  various  occafions  of  more  than  temporary 
mtereft.    On  fome  of  the  topics  which  form  the 
fubjefts  of  thefe  letters,  it  may  be  proper  to  offer  a 

f  3 
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few  remarks,  in  order  to  apprize  the  reader  of  the 
circumftances  which  gave  rife  to  their  difcuflion. 

The  exertions  which  have  often,  though  ineffectu- 
ally, been  made  to  refcue  the  natives  of  Africa  from 
Britifh  fervitude  and  oppreflion,  are  well  known;  nor 
can  it  be  forgotten,  that  the  zeal  which  on  different 
occafions  has  been  roufed  in  their  behalf,  kindled  for 
the  time  a  flame  which  fpread  through  every  rank  of 
fociety.    To  a  mind  habitually  difpofed  to  cherifh 
the  ftri&eft  notions  with  regard  to  the  rule  of  juftice 
and  humanity,  it  may  readily  be  conceived,  that 
the  negro  trade  of  Africa,  and  flavery  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  would  appear  in  a  high  degree  iniquitous. 
The  impolicy  of  the  traffic  was  indeed  matter  of 
ferious  and  difpaflionate  enquiry;    in  which  Dr. 
Percival  engaged  with  more  than  common  affiduity, 
as  fome  of  the  following  letters  will  manifeft.  But 
what  peculiarly  directed  his  intereft  to  this  enquiry, 
was  a  circumftance  which  reflects  honour  on  th£ 
town  where  he  reflded;   the  inhabitants  of  Man- 
chefter  having  afforded  the  firft  example  of  prefenting 
a  Petition  to  Parliament  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave- 
Trade.    Among  the  earl  eft  movers  and  moft  zealous 
fupporttrs  of  this  meafure,  (by  which  the  fentiments 
of  a  large  and  refpe&able  part  of  the  community  were 
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made  known  to  the  legiflature,)  was  the  Subjeft  of 
thefe  memoirs.  No  fooner,  however,  was  a  general 
Addrefs  propofed,  than  it  was  widely  and  eagerly  ac- 
ceded to;  neighbouring  towns  imitated  the  example  j 
and  a  fpirit  of  enthuHafm  in  the  caufe  of  equity  and 
freedom  difplayed  itfelf  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
Great,  therefore,  and  even  unexpected,  was  the  difap- 
pointment  diffufed  on  the  failure  of  thefe  patriotic 
exertions.  The  confidence  of  the  petitioners,  it  might 
be  added,  has  never  fince  been  effectually  revived  ; 
nor  has  the  fame  meafure  been  again  reforted  to  with 
equal  alacrity,  or  firailar  anticipations  of  fuccefs. 

About  the  period  when  addreffes  were  prefented 
to  Parliament  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave-T rade,  the 
Proteftant  Diffenters  renewed  their  application  for 
relief  from  the  Corporation  and  T ejl  Atts.  In  the 
obje£t  of  both  thefe  applications  there  were  undoubt- 
edly fome  circumftanees  of  congeniality;  and  the 
zeal  which  was  manifefted  in  each  might  poffibly, 
borrow  fomething  from  its  kindred  to  the  other. 
The  latter,  indeed,  muft  be  confidered  as  the  effort 
of  a  fmall  part  of  the  community  contending  for  civil 
and  religious  privileges  on  equal  terms  with  the  reft; 
the  former,  as  the  unfought  exertion  of  a  promifcuous 
public  in  behalf  of  the  natural  rights  of  juftice  and 
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humanity.  But  they  had  a  common  origin  in  the 
fpirit  of  the  times;  and  although  danger  to  religious 
eftablifhments  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  commercial 
profperity  on  the  other,  were  the  avowed  apprehen- 
sions which  occafioned  their  failure ;  yet  there  ap- 
peared reafon  to  believe  that  the  fear  of  innovation, 
At  a  time  of  confiderable  peril  to  the  governing 
powers  of  Europe,  was  a  more  efficient  and  fatisfac- 
fory  caufe.  The  ill  fuccefs  of  thefe  exertions  for  re- 
formation was,  neverthelefs,  a  fubjecT:  of  more  that* 

partial  or  temporary  regret.  In  aid  of  the  repeal 

of  the  Corporation  and  Tefl  A&s,  the  inhabitants  o£ 
Manchefter,  in  conjunclion  with  the  citizens  of  the 
rjiofl  confiderable  towns  in  the  kingdom,  prefented. 
a  petition  to  parliament,  urging  in  moderate  but 
decifive  terms  the  expediency  of  fuch  a  meafure. 
In  this  petition  Dr.  Percival  cordially  joined;  and 
when,  on  the  failure  of  the  firfl  efforts  with  the 
Jegiflature,  it  was  deemed  advifeable  to  offer  ano- 
ther addrefs'  of  the  like  nature,  at  a  fubfequent 
period,  his  exertions  were  not  wanting  to  render 
it  popular  within  the  circle  to  which  his  influence 
extended.  When  this  effort  alfo  proved  fruitlefs, 
more  violent  meafures  were  meditated  in  fome 
parts.    But  the  zeal  which  prompted  fuch  defigns 
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was  neither  felt  nor  approved  by  the  Subject  of 
this  narrative.  In  conformity  with  the  reft  of  the 
refpe&able  body  to  which  he  was  attached,  and  with 
many  of  the  clergy  and  laity  of  the  Eftablifliment,  he 
deemed  the  Teft-A&s  ufelefs  and  impolitic  as  reftric- 
tions,  and  highly  invidious,  as  a  mark  of  reparation 
among  declared  proteftants.  Conceiving  them  to  be 
at  the  fame  time  inconfiftent  with  the  free  fpirit  of 
our  Conftitution,  and  grievous  to  thofe  againft  whom 
they  are  directed,  he  was  anxious  to  promote  the 
firft  judicious  efforts  that  were  made  for  their  remo- 
val. But  when  the  legiflature  firmly  refifted,  he 
thought  it  the  wifer  part  to  paufe  in  filent  acquies- 
cence; with  the  hope,  perhaps,  that  in  a  more 
enlightened  or  tranquil  period,  the  claims  which  were 
denied  as  a  requifition,  might  be  granted  as  a  boon. 

Befides  the  topics  above  Mated,  which  come  under 
difcuffion  in  the  following  Correfpondence,  there  are 
others  not  inferior  in  importance,  which  do  not, 
however,  require  to  be  anticipated  or  explained. 
Two  circumftances  only  occur  to  be  noticed  ;  the 
publication  of  a  volume  of  Moral  and  Literary  Dis- 
sertations, in  the  year  1788;  and  of  An  Enquiry  into 
the  Principles  and  Limits  of  Taxation,  as  a  Branch 
of  Moral  and  Political  Philofophy,  which  was  inferied 


Ixxxviii  memoirs  or  the  life'and  writings 

in  the  third  volume  of  the  "  Memoirs"  of  the  Lite- 
rary  Society  of  Manchefter.  The  former  of  thefe 
works,  from  the  various  diflertations  which  it  con- 
tains, is,  perhaps,  better  adapted  to  general  perufal, 
than  any  of  Dr.  Percival's  writings.  In  beauty  of 
compofition,  and  felicity  of  Hluftration,  it  has  been 
efteemed  among  the  happieft  productions  of  his 
pen  ;  while  it  affords  a  proof  that  his  tafte  for  polite 
literature  was  not  unprofitably  exercifed  in  the  hours 
of  his  ftudious  leifure.*  The  Efl'ay  on  Taxation,  as 
the  title  announces,  is  an  abftract  difquifition,  in 
which  the  right  of  impofing  taxes  and  the  obligation 
of  contributing  to  them  are  confidered  in  their  pri- 
mary relation  to  individuals,  and  the  public  flate. 
The  principles  adopted,  and  the  conclufions  derived 
from  them,  are  arranged  in  a  fimple  and  luminous 
order,  without  deviation  into  collateral  enquiries; 
and  the  brevity  of  the  difquifition,  is  recompenfed 

*  This  volume,  which  the  author  infcribed  to  his  kighly-efteemed 
fnend,  the  Bifhop  of  Llandaff,  confifts,  for  the  moft  part,  of  the 
pieces  which  have  already  been  noticed,  as  communications  to  the. 
Manchefter  Society.  The  additional  DuTertations  are,  «  On  the 
"Influence  of  Habit  and Afociation  ;  On  Inconfjlency  of Expecla- 
"  tion  in  Literary  Purfuits  ;  On  a  Tap  for  the  Beauties  of  Nature; 
«  On  a  Tafte  for  the  Fine  Arts  i  On  the  Alliance  of  Wfiory  ivitk 
t<  Forty." 
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by  Notes  and  Illujirations.    The  author's  admiration 
of  the  Britifh  form  of  government  is  inevitably  dis- 
played on  various  occafions.    But  as  the  work  is 
written  with  freedom  and  fpirit,  it  may  afford  an 
illuftration  of  the  author's  general  principles;  and 
being  approved  by  individuals  of  different  parties, 
may  teftify  his  fingular  moderation,  at  a  period  when 
the  factious  efforts  to  undermine  the  authority  of 
legitimate  government,  had  raifed  a  clamour  againfl 
abffraft  political  treatifes  of  every  kind.  Alluding 
to  this  tratt,  in  his  private  correfpondencc,  the 
author  declares,  "  being  perfectly  fatisfied  with  our 
"  prefent  government,  and  grateful  for  the  bleffings 
"  enjoyed  under  it,  I  fliould  be  unwilling  to  offer  any 
€c  obfervations  to  the  public,  which  might  even  by 
"  malice  be  conftrued  to  favour  faftion  or  difcon- 
"  tent;  but  at  the  fame  time  I  am  perfuaded,  that 
"  nothing  tends  more  powerfully  to  eftablifb.  juft 
"  authority,  than  the  calm  inveftigation  of  the  prin- 
w  ciples  on  which  it  is  founded." 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
No.  I. 

From  Dr.  Percival  to  Dr.  Lettsom. 

ic  Manchefter,  'June  13,  1783. 

«  TT  Received  the  obliging  prefent  of  your  publica- 
JL  tion*  a  few  days  ago,  and  have  directed  my 
firft  leifure  moments  to  the  perufal  of  your  very 
animating  and  interefting  account  of  Dr.  Fothergill. 
The  portrait  you  have  drawn  exhibits  a  moft  pleafing, 
yet  exact,  likenefs  of  our  venerable  and  amiable 
friend  ;  and  I  wifli  the  contemplation  of  it  may  lead 
many  to  emulate  the  excellent  original.  But  having 
undertaken  the  office  of  biographer,  not  that  of  the 

*  "  The  Works  of  John  Fothergill,  M.D.  by  John  Coakley 
**  Lcttforo  }"  to  which  is  prefixed,  a  Biographical  Narratire. 
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encomiaft,  you  have  touched  with  delicate  cenfure 
fome  of  the  failings  to  which  this  great  man  was 
incident,  and  from  which,  indeed,  it  is. not  the  lot  of 
humanity  to  be  exempt.  In  the  147th  page,  yon 
particularly  mention  4  his  promptitude  m  adopting 
f  opinions,  and  tenacious  retention  of  them.'  I  know 
that  Dr.  Fothergill  has  been  condemned  by  his  bre- 
thren of  the  faculty  on  this  account,  but  I  think  with- 
out fufficient  candour  or  indulgence.  There  was  no 
profeffional  or  intellectual  talent  on  which  he  valued 
himfelf  fo  highly,  as  his  fkill  in  the  difcrimination  of 
difeafes.  This  fkill  he  certainly  poueffed  in  a  very- 
eminent  degree,  and  as  it  is  the  refult  of  extenfive 
experience,  and  accurate  obfervation/ aided  by  a  quick 
apprehenfion  and  enlarged  underftanding,  it  gradu- 
ally becomes  an  almoft  inftantaneous  or  intuitive 
operation  of  the  judgment,  which  claims  implicit 
affcnt  to  all  its  decifions.  Such  being  the  conflitution 
of  the  human  mind,  we  cannot  be  furprized  at  the 
promptness  of  Dr.  Fothergill  in  forming  his  opinions, 
or  that  he  repofed  a  confidence  in  them  not  always 
proportioned  to  the  degree  of  their  probability.  We 
may  add  too,  that  the  multiplicity  and  rapid  fucceffion 
of  his  practice  admitting  not  of  doubt  or  hefitation, 
was  compelled  to  aft  upon  the  evidence  which  eack 
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cafe  prefented  at  the  firfl  view;  and  what  neceffity  eft- 
forced,  habit  rendered  familiar, and  fuccefs  fatisfaclory. 

"  The  letter  in  which  you  have  given  me  an 
extra&,  in  the  7  2d  page,  was  occafioned  by  a  cori- 
verfation  I  had  with  the  Doftor  at  my  home  on  the 
fubjeft  of  Friendfhip.  He  had  adopted  the  opinion 
of  Soame  Jenyns,  that  it  is  a  fictitious  virtue,  neither 
authorifed  nor  encouraged  by  the  Chriftian  difpen- 
fation.  To  fuch  a  do&rine,  however  ingenioufly 
fapported  by  our  friend,  I  could  not  be  perfuaded 
to  accede  ;  and  I  urged  to  him,  that  though  bene- 
volence is  the  great  law  of  the  Gofpel,  it  mud  have 
its  commencement  in  the  more  refined  and  partial1 
charities.  The  man  who  has  not  felt  the  appropriated 
tegard  of  a  fon,  a  brother,  a  huband,  or  a  friend, 
cannot  have  a  heart  capable  of  being  expanded  with 
philanthropy.  Even  piety  itfelf  originates  in  the  filial 
relation  ;  and  we  learn  to  transfer  to  the  Deity  that 
gratitude  and  veneration  with  which  the  tender  offices 
and  wifdom  of  our  parents  firlt  infpired  us.  It  is  not 
the  objeft  of  Chriftianity  to  overturn,  but  to  regulate 
the  oeconomy  of  the  human  mind;  and  if  benevolence 
mull:  have  its  foundation  in  private  affe&ion,the  divine 
Jaw  which  directs  the  former,  neceflarily  inculcates 
the  latter." 
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No.  II* 

Jrww  M//J-  H.  More  to  Dr.  Percival. 

"  BrifioU  Aug.  22,  1784. 
«'  I  Defire  you  to  accept  of  my  bed  thanks  for 
the  honour  and  pleafureyou  have- done  me,  in  think- 
ing me  worthy  to  receive  from  your  hands  your  molt 
excellent  Socratic  Difcourfe.  I  do  not  know  whether 
I  am  mod  pleafed  with  the  defign,  or  the  execution 
cf  it.    For  by  making  your  well-chofen  little  (lories 

*  The  letters  of  Dr.  Percival,  which  gave  occafion  to  this  and 
the  following  communications,  have  not  been  preferved  ;  the  above 
communications,  however,  are  inferred  in  this  place,  as  they  contain 
criticifms  on  feveral  of  Dr.  Percival's  com.pe  fitior.s,  which  are  valu- 
able, as  they  proceed  from  perfons  or  diftinyjilhed  talents  and  tafte. 

The  Editor  takes  this  opportunity  to  oblerve,  that  he  has  on 
feveral  occafions  introduced  into  the  prefent  collection  the  commu- 
nications of  Dr.  Percival's  literary  correfpondents,  even  when  not 
accompanied  by  the  replies  to  which  they  probably  gave  rife;  but 
h,e  has  been  careful  to  inl'ert  thole  only  which  contribute  to  reflect 
light  on  the  fentiments,  the  conduct,  or  the  writings,  of  the  Subject 
of  his  narrative;  agreeably  to  the  acknowledged  maxim,  that  the 
character  of  an  individual  is  molt  pcifecily  iiluftrated  by  a  view 
of  the  eftimation  which  he  has  borre  among  his  cotemporaries. 

The  Editor  begs  leave  at  the  fame  time  to  expiefs  his  fenfe  of 
the  obliging  indulgence  of  thofe  individuals  who  have  enabled  him 
to  enrich  thefe  pages  with  their  literary  epiftles. 


sciv  correstondknc'e" 

all  fubfervlent  to- your  general  plan,  and  each  contri- 
buting to  illuftrate  fome  important  truth  j  they  all 
appear  in  a  linking  light,  and  afford  new  pleafure 
from  being  confidered  in  new  points  of  view.  Your 
concluding  Ejfay,  on  a  Tajle  for  the  Beauties  of  Na- 
ture, proves  fufficiently  that  the  author  obferves  the 
Horatian  maxim  of  pofftffing  what  he  recommends 
to  others.    It  is,  indeed,  written  in  the  true  fpirit 
of  good  tafte ;  and  perhaps  I  do  not  like  it  the 
worfe,  becaufe  I  fancy  I  difcover  a  coincidence  with, 
my  own  private  fentiments,  particularly  in  the  rela- 
tion between  moral  and  natural  beauty.    For  I  am 
ftrongly  inclined  to  think,  that  there  is  a  natural 
love  of  virtue  in  every  mind  which  contains  the 
genuine  principles  of  good  tafte.    I  hope,  Sir,  you 
will  confent  that  your  ufeful  labours  may  become 
more  generally  ufeful,  by  prefenting  the  public*  with 
a  work  which  I  have  no  doubt  will  meet  with  a  I 
reception  equal  to  its  merit  j — c'eji  tout  dire." 


*  The  Tracl  alluded  to  was  at  that  time  printed  only  for  the 
author's  diftribution,  but  was  afterwards  publijhad. 
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No.  III. 

From  Dr.  Aikin  to  the  fame. 

"  Warrington,  1784. 

*'  WHEN  I  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you  laft  at 
Warrington,  the  difcourfe  in  which  we  were  en- 
gaged made  me  entirely  forget  the  acknowledgments 
I  ought  to  have  paid  for  your  late  very  agreeable 
and  elegant  prefent*  There  is  no  circumftance  in 
the  literary  hiftory  of  the  prefent  age  more  pleafmg, 
than  the  attention  which  has  been  paid  by  writers 
of  the  greatefl:  abilities  and  reputation  to  the  in- 
ftruaion  of  young  minds,  by  works  formed  on  a 
much  better  plan  for  that  purpofe  than  the  genera- 
lity of  thofe  before  extant.  Your  productions  and 
example  in  this  point  have  been  of  the  greatefl:  utility. 
I  hope  you  will  be  animated  by  a  confcioufnefs  of 
the  good  you  are  doing,  to  proceed  in  the  fame  walk, 
and  complete  your  well-conceived  plans. 

"  I  have  formerly  taken  the  liberty  to  exprefs  to 
you  my  peculiar  fatisfaftion  in  the  defign  of  teaching. 

*  Moral  Tales,  Fables,  and  Reflec%n$, 
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virtue  by  examples,  and  appealing  to  the  feelings  of 
of  youth  as  much  as  to  their  reafon.  I  am  alfo 
much  gratified  with  the  approbation  you  have  ma- 
nifested, of  my  attempt  to  unite  the  ftudies  of 
Natural  Hiftory  and  Poetry,  by  your  elegant  and 
judicious  fupplementary  remarks  on  the  fame  fubjecT:. 
I  think  you  have  done  very  right  in  taking  Philofo- 
phy  alfo  into  the  alliance  j  in  Poetry,  as  in  every 
other  kind  of  compofition,  I  believe  we  cannot  con- 
fidently flop  fliort  of  Boileau's  maxim,  Rien  n'ej? 
beau  que  le  vrai;  le  vrai  feul  ejl  aimable.  I  hope 
foon  to  make  a  fmall  return  for  your  kindnefs,  by 
a  work  now  ready  for  the  prefs,  to  which  your  ex- 
ample has  a  good  deal  contributed.  It  is  defigned 
for  the  inftrucYion  and  amufement  of  youth  in  parti- 
cular, and  will  be  entitled  the  Calendar  of  Nature. 
In  this  I  go  through  each  month  in  order,  defcribing 
the  ftate  of  the  weather,  the  various  appearances  in 
nature,  in  the  animal  and  vegetable  kingdoms,  the 
agricultural  and  other  ceconomical  employments  of 
the  feafon,  &c.  A  good  many  poetical  quotations 
are  interfperfed,  to  enliven  the  work,  and  infpire  a 
tafle  for  poetry.  It  will  be  but  a  fliort  piece,  and  I 
wifh  to  print  it  in  fuch  a  fize  and  form  as  to  give  it  a 
{hare  of  pretty  general  reception. 
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"  I  have  been  lately  reading  a  mofl  entertaining 
work,  Huet,  de  Rebus  ad  eum  pertinentibus ,  from 
which  I  cannot  forbear  copying  a  line  or  two  of  the 
chara&er  of  Salmafius ;  as  I  think  you  will  at  once 
be  (truck  with  its  applicablenefs  to  a  very  refpe&able 
acquaintance  of  ours.  «  Si  quis  certe  animum  ejus 
atque  mores  et  fcripta  aftimare  velit,  arrogans  fuijfe 
videatur,  contumax  fibique  prafidens  ;  at  in  ufu  et 
confuetudine  vita  nihil  placidius,  nihil  mitius ;  comis, 
eliam  urbanus,  et  officii  plenus' 

«  Mr.  has  much  furprized  me  by  a  quotation 

he  has  fent  me  from  Warner  on  the  Eyes;  in  which 
he  alTerts,  that  all  his  patients  in  the  jaundice  faw 
yellow.    I  had  perfectly  agreed  with  you,  from  my 
own  experience  and  enquiries,  in  confidering  this  as 
a  vulgar  error;  but  fuch  a  modern  and  apparently 
refpeftable  witnefs  on  the  other  fide  ftaggers  me ; 
and  yet  I  ftill  think  the  faft  improbable  in  itfelf,  and 
can  fcarcely  conceive  that  nature  would  be  fo  varia- 
ble in  fuch  acircumftance,  as  that  it  fliould  happen  to 
all  one  perfon's  patients,  and  to  none  of  another's." 


VOL.  I. 
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No.  IV. 

From  DoFior  Percival  to  T.  B.  Percifal,  at 
St.  John's  College,  Cambridge. 

tc  My  dear  Son,        Mancbe/ier,  Feb.  io,  1785. 

"  I  Approve  very  much  of  the  Converfation  Society 
you  have  eftablifhed.  Such  inftitutions  promote  the 
fpirit  of  ftudy  by  the  emulation  which  they  excite  ; 
and  whilfl  they  heighten  the  zefl:  for  knowledge,  they 
give  accuracy  and  permanency  to  our  acquirements. 
But  I  lament  that  you  devote  a  part  of  Sunday  to 
purfuits  foreign  to  that  day.  Religion  and  Ethics, 
confidered  in  an  intellectual  view,  hold  the  firft 
rank  in  dignity  among  the  fciencesj  and  to  be  defec- 
tive in  a  fyftematic  acquaintance  with  them  is  dis- 
graceful to  a  fcholar  and  a  gentleman.  But  regarding 
them  as  the  rule  of  life,  and  the  foundation  of  all  our 
future  hopes,  they  have  a  pre-eminence  beyond  com- 
parifon  over  every  other  fpecies  of  learning.  With 
jfuch  fentiments,  it  has  been  my  general  practice,  from 
early  youth  to  the  prefent  period,  to  fet  apart  Sundays 
to  the  moft  important  of  all  ftudies;  and  I  have 
experienced  very  beneficial  effe&s  from  this  regula- 
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iion.    It  has  greatly  diverfified  my  ftudies,  has  often 
checked  the  Tallies  of  levity,  and  ftrengthened  all  the 
good  impreffions  of  a  virtuous  and  pious  education. 
You  know  I  am  free  from  any  fuperftitious  veneration 
for  times  and  feafons ;  but  every  office  requires  fome 
ftated  order  in  its  performance.    I  do  not  mean  tp 
recommend  the  difcuffion  of  moral  or  theological  topics 
at  your  meetings ;  for  fuch  dictations  among  young 
men  are  feldom  fubfervient  to  any  good.  But  I 
wifii  to  fuggeft  to  you  the  propriety  of  alTembling 
on  fome  other  day  of  the  week,  if  you  can  eafily 
prevail  with  your  friends  to  comply  with  fuch  a 
propofal."  ***** 


No.  V. 

From  the  fame  to  Doflor  Uaygarth^ 

"  Manchejier,  1785. 
"  YOUR  letter  has  been  delayed  in  the  poft. 
'See,  or  I  mould  have  written  to  you  fooner.  *  *  * 
*aw  a  letter  from  Mr.  Howard,  dated  November  2d, 
fom  the  Lazaretto,  near  Venice.  He  complains, 
tat  it  is  extremely  cold,  and  very  dirty;  but  fays, 

g2 
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he  (hall  be  releafed  in  two  days.    He  very  ftrongly 
laments  the  honours  that  are  preparing  for  him  in; 
his  native  country;  and  I  doubt  not,  with  the  ut- 
moft  fincerity.    But  his  concern  appears  to  me  tol 
be  founded  on  falfe  principles  of  religious  humilityJ 
and  to  fpring  from  the  Calviniftic  do&rine  of  ori| 
ginal  iin,  that  human  actions  have  too  much  of  thc| 
alloy  of  guilt  to  be  regarded   as  meritorious.— I 
have  omitted  to  add,  that  Mr.  Howard  fays,  *  wha| 
<  would  be  mod  fuitable  and  mod  agreeable  to  me| 
«  would  be  a  tomb  in  the  centre  of  one  of  youj 
4  prifons,'  (the  letter  is  written  to  Mr.  Blackburni 
the  celebrated  prifon  architect,).*  with  a  plain  ftoneM 
*  having  only  my  name  infcribed  upon  it.' 

"  You  will  very  foon  have  a  copy  of  the  'MemoirsH 
of  our  Literary  Society.*  The  work  is  finimed 
but  the  printer  is  mofl  dilatory  in  forting  the  fheetd 
&c.  I  with  you  would  fend  us  fome  communications 
indeed,  I  am  almofl  angry  at  your  negleft  of  dutj 
as  an  honorary  member  of  the  inftitution.  Dl 
Prieftley  informs  me,  that  he  is  about  to  draw  dl 
another  volume  of  his  Experiments.    But  the  full 

*  The  two  firft  volumes  okthe  "  Memoirs  of  the  Literary  tM 
"  Philofopbical  Society  of  Mancbejler"  were  pabliftied  in  the  pjl 
fent  year. 
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fcription,  he  fays,  for  the  expence  of  his  Labora- 
tory is  dropping.  Some  of  thofe  on  whom  he  moil 
-depended,  have  difcontinued  it,  without  affigning  any 
reafon,  or  giving  any  notice  j  which  ]aft  circumftance 
has  proved  rather  inconvenient  to  him.  Could  we 
not,  by  fmall  annual  contributions,  raife  a  fund  for 
the  fupport  of  this  excellent  philofopher's  purfuits? 
Two  guineas  per  annum  from  twenty  perfons  would, 
I  think,  fuffice.  Be  fo  good  as  to  confider  of  this 
propolal,  and  to  inform  me  what  number  you  think 
might  accede  to  it  in  Chefter." 

No.  VI. 

From  the  Same  to  the  Same. 

"  Manchejier,  1785. 

"  ASSURED  of  the  liberality  of  your  mind,  I 
intimated  to  you  the  plan  I  had  in  contemplation, 
relative  to  Dr.  Prieftley.  That  plan  has  fince  been 
changed  for  a  better;  and  laft  night  the  following 
refolutions  were  propofed  and  carried  in  the  Philo- 
fophical  Society  with  the  mod  cordial  unanimity. 
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"  I.  The  Literary  and  Philofophical  Society  of 
Manchefter,  taking  into  mature  confideration  the 
importance  of  thofe  experiments  and  refearches  in 
which  the  Rev.  Dr.  Prieftley  is  engaged,  to  the 
intereft  of  the  arts,  of  commerce,  and  of  fciencej  and 
defirous-  to  offer  a  tribute  of  refpeft  to  fo  diftin- 
gu  ihed  a  member  of  their  inftitution,  unanimoufly 
refolve,  that  a  fum  not  lefs  than  50I.  (hall  be  re- 
mitted to  him  by  their  authority,  and  in  their  name, 
for  the  purpofe  of  promoting  and  extending  his 
philofophical  purfuits, 

"  2.  Refolved,  that  the  fubfcription  fo  liberally 
formed  by  feveral  members  of  this  Society  for  the 
purpofe  of  carrying  into  effeft  the  contribution 
above  propofed,  be  received  as  a  part*  of  the  fund 
of  the  Society  appropriated  to  the  ufe  which  has 
been  fpecified ;  and  that  the  deficiency  of  it  be  flip- 
pled,  if  neceffary,  out  of  the  joint  flock  now  in  the 
.treasurer's  hands. 

*'  But  no  deficiency  occurred,  the  fubfcription  was 
inftantly  completed  with  a  degree  of  zeal  and  gene- 
rofity  which  refle&s  great  honour  on  the  members 
of  our  Inftitution." 
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f;;v      1       No-  yii.%'  ./-.H  ■ 

f/w»  /fo        /<?  Saw*. 

"  Manchejler,  1785. 
«  AGREEABLY  to  your  requeft,  I  tranfmitted 
two  guineas,  with  the  fum  voted  by  our  Society  to 
Dr.  Prieftley.  In  a  letter  from  Dr.  Prieftley,  which 
difplays  an  excellent  heart,  he  informs  me  that  the 
deficiency  in  the  annual  fubfcription  for  the  fupport 
of  his  Laboratory  amounts  to  forty-Jive  pounds. 
The  whole,  when  duly  paid,  amounted  to  fomething 
more  than  a  hundred.  He  has  had  two  propofals  of 
a  penfion  from  the  king,  made  by  thofe  who,  if  he 
had  approved  of  it,  could  have  carried  it  into 
execution.  But  he  declined  them  both,  wifhing  to 
be  independent.  «  With  refpecT:  to  myfelf,'  fays  he, 
4  I  am  as  rich  as  1  wifli  to  be.     My  fons  will  have 

*  employments,  which  I  prefer  to  eftates,  under  their 
'  uncles  ;  fo  that'  I  really  think  my  lot  the  happieft: 

*  m  the  world,  as  I  can  devote  my  whole  time  to 

*  ufeful  and  pleafing  purfuits  j  and  if  one  fail,  I  can 
c  fly  to  another.'  I  have  forwarded  your  letter  of 
introduftion,  Sec." 


CIV 
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No.  VIII. 

From  Mifs  H.  More  to  Dr.  Percjval, 

<{  BriJlol,Aug.  8,  1785. 

"  I  Return  you  a  thoufand  thanks  for  the  ingeni- 
ous 1  tile  work  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to 
fend  me  *  As  my  ignorance  of  the  charming  fcience 
to  which  it  relates,  makes  my  good  opinon  of  it  of 
no  value,  I  trufted  it  into  the  hands  of  my  excellent 
friends,  the  late  Duchefs  Dowager  of  Portland,  and 
Mrs.  Delany,  and  fome  other  perfons,  whofe  elegant 
tafle  and  exa£r  knowledge  of  natural  hiftory  made 
them  worthy  to  poflfefs  it ;  and  they  were  all  thankful 
for  the  pleafure  I  had  given  them. 

**  For  my  own  part,  Sir,  however  I  may  be  pleafed 
with  the  ingenuity  of  the  performance,  my  palTion 
for  flowers  is  fo  L.reat,  that  I  dare  not  become  a 
profelyte  to  your  hypothefisj  for  what  would  become 
of  me,  if  every  time  I  gathered  a  bunch  of  pinks  or 
rofes,  1  had  to  accufe  myfelf  of  making  whole 

*  "  Speculations  concerning  the  Perceptive  Powers  of  V tgeta- 
"  b/es;"  an  Eff.iy,  read  before  the  Literary  and  Philofophical  Society 
of  Mancheiter,  and  printed  in  the  fecond  volume  of  its  Memoir/. 
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families  of  widows  and  orphans  ?  In  truth,  the  fancy 
is  fo  pretty  and  poetical,  that  if  I  had  not  renounced 
fuch.idle  company  as  the  MuTes,  I  fhould  be  tempted 
to  write  the  tragedy  of  Flora,  with  the  dramatis  per- 
fon<z  from  the  parterre,  and  the  Chorus  from  the 
ihrubbery.  There  is  really  fomething  fo  tender  and 
amiable  in  the  conje&ure,  that  it  has  caught  hold  of 
my  imagination,  and  I  am  fo  little  of  a  philofopher 
that  a  conje&ure  amufes  me  almoft  as  much  as 
a  faft. 

"  I  take  the  liberty  to  offer  to  your  acceptance  a 
book,  which  I  hope  will  have  the  good  fortune  to 
amufe  you,  from  the  lingular  oircumftances  of  the 
author." 

No.  IX. 

from  Dr.  Rercival  to  the  Right  Rev. 
the  Bishop  of  Landaff. 

"  Manchefter>  Aug.  29,  1785. 

"  THE  kindnefs  to  me  and  to  my  fon,  evinced  by 
your  Lordftiip's  obliging  attention  to  the  fubjeft  on 
which  I  confulted  you,  deferves  my  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments.   I  {hall  wait  for  the  further  information 


tvl  CORRESPONDENCE 

with  which  you  indulgently  promifed  to  favour  me, 
before  I  decide  concerning  the  time  of  his  removal 
from  Cambridge.    Since  the  receipt  of  your  letter, 
1  have  been  honoured  with  the  prefent  of  your  Theo- 
logical Trails;  for  which  I  beg  leave  to  return  my 
fincere  thanks.    I  mall  ever  highly  prize  a  work  of 
fuch  intrinfic  merit  ;  and  by  confidering  it  as  a 
memorial  of  your  friendly  regard,  its  value  will  be 
enhanced  in  my  eflimation.    I  am  charmed  with  the 
candour,  the  liberality,  and  the  fpirit  of  catholicifm, 
which  your  Lordlhip  has  avowed  with  fuch  energy 
and  freedom  in  your  preface.    The  true  Chriftian 
charity  of  a  Bifhop  which  you  have  there  manifefted, 
will  promote  the  interefts  of  the  Church  of  England 
far  more  honourably  and  permanently  than  creeds, 
felts,  or  anathemas.    You  have  proved  yourfelf  the 
generous  minifter  of  peace ;  and  if  others  would  fol- 
low your  laudable  example,  by  offering  the  olive 
branch  inftead  of  brandifhing  the  fword,  or  throwing 
down  the  gauntlet,  I  hope  and  truft  an  end  might  be 
put  to  theological  contention  and  hoftility.    A  zeal 
for  truth  is  doubtlefs  of  importance  to  the  caufe  of 
religion  and  virtue ;  but  it  Ihould  be  governed  by 
wiidom,  and  tempered  by  meeknefs.    Wifdom  will 
guard  us  againfl  the  delufions  of  the  imagination^ 
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and  teach  us  to  appreciate  the  value  of  every  doc- 
trine by  its  proportional  influence  on  our  affe&ions 
and  our  conducl;  and  meeknefs  will  reftrain  all 
acrimony,  arrogance,  and  ufurpation  over  the  con- 
fciences  of  others.  Vain  and  unjuftifiable  mult  appear 
the  controverfies  that  have  enflamed  the  world,  when 
meafured  by  fuch  ftandards. 

"  I  {hall  be  happy  to  hear  from  your  Lordfliip  at 
your  leifure;  and  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  ver/ 
fincere  refpedl:  and  efteem,  &c." 


No.  X. 

From  the  Rev.  William  Robertson,  D,  D. 
to  Dr.  Percival. 

"  Buxton,  Nov.  6,  1785. 
"  I  Return  you  thanks  for  your  obliging  atten- 
tion, in  communicating  to  me  the  plan  of  your  new 
Academy*  at  Manchefter.    I  had  fo  many  opportu- 
nities of  being  acquainted  with  the  abilities  of  the 

*  Academy  for  the  Education  of  Proteftant  Diflenting  Miniftere 
and  others;  fimilar  to  the  Inftitution  at  Warrington,  which  had 
recently  been  diflblved.  The  liberality  of  fentiment  difplayed  by 
Dr.  Robertfon  in  the  above  letter,  and  in  a  former  one,  (fee  note 
page  xxxix,)  are  fo  honourable  to  his  memory,  that  this  circwn> 
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matters,  and  the  proficiency  of  the  fludents,  in  the 
Academy  at  Warrington,  that  I  could  not  but  think 
favourably  of  the  Institution,  and  regret  the  diffolu- 
tion  of  it.  I  hope  it  will  now  revive  with  the  fame 
liberal  fpirit  at  Manchester,  and  under  another  name 
purfue  the  fame  ufeful  objects.  I  can  fee  no  inter- 
ference of  your  fcheme  with  the  new  plan  of  educa- 
tion, which  is  forming  in  the  South.  There  is  room 
for  both ;  and  if  they  fhall  be  eftabliflied  on  fuch 
principles  as  one  may  expect  from  the  fpirit  of  the 
age,  I  hope  they  may  become  feminaries  of  education, 
not  for  Difienters  only,  but  for  perfons  of  every 
denomination.  If  you  fhall  be  of  opinion,  that  an 
academical  degree  may  be  of  any  benefit  to  any  of 
the  Mailers  in  your  new  Inftitution,  I  need  riot  fay 
that  any  recommendation  coming  from  you,  or  my 

good  friend  Mr.  B  ,  will  be  received  by  me  with 

the  greatefl  attention.  If  your  fon  be  with  you,  I 
beg  to  be  remembered  to  him.  I  fliall  be  much 
difappointed,  indeed,  if  from  that  young  man  you  do 

not  derive  both  much  comfort  and  much  honour." 

******* 

fiance  alone  might  render  them  deferving  of  publication.  But  they 
may  ferve  alfo  to  manifeft  the  zeal  of  Dr.  Percival,  in  exciting 
among  eminent  perfons  an  intereft  in  the  fuccefs  of  the  new 
Academical  Eftablilhmen't. 
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No.  XI. 

From  Dr.  Percifal  to  Dr.  Hatgahtit. 

"  Manchefter,  1786. 

"  I  Mod  cordially  rejoice  that  your  very  benevolent 
and  judicious  *  Inquiry '  how  to  prevent  the  Small- 
Pox,  has  already  excited,  and  is  likely  (till  more  exten- 
{v  ely  to  excite,  the  attention  and  approbation  of  the 
public,  and  I  admire  the  fteadinefs  and  zeal  with  which 
you  have  profecuted  this  plan.    My  testimonial  in  its 
favour  can  weigh  only  like  a  feather  in  the  balance- 
But  I  ftiall  feel  a  pride  and  a  pleafure  in  contributing 
in  any  degree  towards  the  accomplifhment  of  your  lau- 
dable views  j  and  I  mall  reconfider  your  queries  with 
attention.    Towards  the  end  of  next  month  I  {hall 
be  happy  in  an  opportunity  of  conferring  with  you  at 
Warrington  on  thefe  and  other  interefting  topics  j  and 
I  have  a  project  to  lay  before  you  for  inducing  the 
Emprefs  of  RulTia  to  adopt  the  fcheme  of  extermi- 
nating the  fmall-pox  in  her  dominions.    This  great 
woman,  you  know,  not  only  poflefies  the  fpirit  of 
entcrprize,  and  the  power  to  carry  her  councils  into 
effeft  j  but  has  manifefted  a  particular  knowledge. 
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and  ftrong  intereft,  in  the  fubjeft  of  your  <  Inquiry.1 
Now  I  wifli  you  to  prefix  to  the  French  edition  of 
this  work  a  dedication  to  her  Imperial  Majefty,  da- 
ting, in  the  mod  forcible  terms,  the  expediency  and 
practicability  of  your  fcheme,  and  the  honour  and 
benefit  that  would  redound  to  the  Sovereign  who 
accomplices  it.     If  you  have  no  connexions  at 
St.  Peterfburgh,  I  am  perfuaded  that  Dr.  Rogerfon, 
ihft  phyfician  to  the  Emprefs,  who  lately  vifited  me, 
would  enter  cordially  into  your  defigns.    Or  the 
Princefs  Dachkow,  who  is  well  acquainted  with  Mr. 

 ,  might  be  defired  to  prefent  the  book  in  due 

form. 

"  The  paragraph  in  your  letter  refpe&ing  your 
health,  gives  me  much  concern  j  and  I  regret  that  you 
have  not  been  more  explicit.  My  kind  phyfician, 
feparate  from  the  claims  of  friend  (hip,  has  a  juft  right 
to  my  bell  fervices. 

"  I  have  juft  been  interrupted  by  a  gentleman  com- 
ing to  invite  me  to  meet  a  ftranger  of  diftin&ion  from 
RuiTia,  who  is  to  dine  with  him  to-morrow.  Be 
afTured  that  I  {hall  not  negleft  the  opportunity  of 
conferring  with  him  about  your  Inquiry.  Did  I  ever 
mention  to  you  an  agreeable  proof  which  I  received 
early  this  fummer,  of  the  freedom  of  the  French  prefs? 
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M.BouIard,  an  advocate  of  the  firfl  eminence  at  Paris, 
has  prefented  to  me  the  tranflation  of  my  '  Socratic 
Difcourfe  on  Truth  and  Faithfulnefs,'  without  the 
leaft  foftening  of  any  of  the  paffages  concerning  civil 
and  religious  liberty  j  yet  it  is  printed  with  the  appro- 
bation et  privilege  du  Roi."  ****** 


No.  XII. 

From  James  Beattie,  LL.D.  to  Dr.  Percival. 

"  Aberdeen,  Dec.  24,  1786. 
"  A  Tedious  indifpofition  which  came  on  laft  au- 
tumn, and  of  which  I  have  not  yet  got  the  better, 
has  made  me  delay  longer  than  I  wifhed,  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  your  very  kind  and  entertaining 
letter  of  the  iSth  of  October.  Permit  me  now,  Sir, 
to  return  my  beft  thanks  for  it,  and  to  tell  you  that 
nothing  could  have  gratified  me  more  than  the  fa- 
vourable opinion  which  you  and  the  other  members 
of  your  Literary  and  Philofophical  Society  have  been- 
Pleafed  to  form  of  my  little  book  on  the  Evidences  of 
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our  Religion.  It  has  met  with  a  better  reception 
than  I  could  have  expe&ed  from  the  laity  ;  and  fome 
very  diltinguifhed  characters  among  the  clergy  have 
honoured  it  with  their  approbation.  I  had  long 
intended  to  attempt  fomething  in  this  way ;  and  I 
believe  it  is  not  lefs  than  fifteen  years  fince  it  was 
begun.  The  occafion  of  publifliing  it  is  mentioned 
in  the  preface. 

"  I  am  happy  to  hear  your  Society  continue  their 
literary  purfuits  with  fo  much  zeal  and  fuccefs ;  my 
bed  wilh.es  will  ever  attend  them.  The  Tranfaclions 
they  lately  publiflied  is,  I  am  told,  a  very  valuable 
collection.  I  hope  to  fee  it  in  a  few  weeks.  But  it 
is  long  before  even  the  befl  works  find  their  way  into 
this  remote  corner.  I  fliall  be  proud  to  fee  any 
thing  of  mine  in  the  next  publication  ;  and  {hall  pro- 
bably, as  foon  as  I  have  health  and  leifure,  trouble  the 
Society  with  fome  petty  EfTay  of  one  fort  or  other. 

"  Your  account  of  Dr.  Franklin  is  very  interefting. 
The  powers  of  body  and  mind  which  that  extraordi- 
nary man  has  poffefled  through  fo  long  a  life,  are 
indeed  wonderful.  I  once  had  the  honour  to 
dine  with  him  at  Iflington,  in  the  year  1771,  if  I 
miftake  not,  and  then  looked  up  to  him  with  that 
veneration  which,  became  me.    The  abilities  he  has. 
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difplayed  fince  that  time  give  wonderful  elevation  to 
his  character. 

"  I  fincerely  wifli  Dr.  Prieftley  fuccefs  in  his  lau- 
dable endeavours  to  convert  the  Jews.  The  time  will 
come,  no  doubt,  when  the  eyes  of  that  people  {hall  be 
opened  ;  but  their  difinclination  to  the  company  and 
to  the  writings  of  Chriftians  is  fuch,  as  feems  to  inti- 
mate that  it  is  ftill  very  remote.  Chriftians,  however, 
ought  to  do  their  belt,  and  to  hope  for  thebeft." 


[The  letter  refpeaing  the  habits  and  purfuits  of 
Dr.  Franklin,  to  which  Dr.  Beattie  refers  in  the 
above  communication,  has  unfortunately  been  de- 

ftroyed  The  following  letter,  from  that  eminent 

philofopher,  during  his  refidence  in  France,  may 
be  deemed  curious,  both  on  account  of  the  mat- 
ter which  it  contains,  and  as  it  was  written  in  the  79th 
of  his  age,  evincing  the  fame  vein  of  humour  which 
Aarafterifed  him  through  life.] 


vol.  1. 


h 
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From  Dr.  Franklin  to  Dr.  Percival. 

"  ?aJfh  near  Paris>  Jub  l7>  17^4* 
w  I  Received  yefterday  your  kind  letter  of  May  tha 
nth,  with  the  raoft  agreeable  prefent  of  your  nev| 
book.*  I  read  it  all  before  I  flept ;  which  is  a  prooM 
of  the  good  effect  your  happy  manner  has  of  drawing 
your  readers  on,  by  mixing  little  anecdotes  and  hiftoj 
rical  fatts  with  your  Inftru&ions.  Be  pleafed  to  accep 
my  thankful  acknowledgments  for  the  pleafure  it  ha| 
afforded  me.    It  is  aftonifhing  that  the  murderou 
praftice  of  duelling,  which  you  fo  juftly  condemij 
fhould  continue  fo  long  in  vogue.    Formerly,  whe 
duels  were  ufed  to  determine  law-fuits,  from  an  op  j 
nion  that  Providence  would  in  every  inftance  favod 
truth  and  right  with  viftory,  they  were  more  excufi| 
ble.    At  prefent  they  decide  nothing.    A  man  fajj 
fomething,  which  another  tells  him  is  a  lie.  Th< 
fight ;  but  whichever  is  killed,  the  point  in  difpujj 
remains  unfettled.    To  this  purpofe  they  have  f 
pleafant  ftory  here. — A  gentleman  in  a  coffee-houf 

*  <  A  Father's  fojlruttioni? 
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defired  another  to  fit  further  from  him. — Why  fo  ? 
Becaufe,  Sir,  yoa  fmell  offenfively.— That  is  an 
affront,  and  you  muft  fight  me. — I  will  fight  you,  if 
you  infifl  upon  it  j  but  I  do  not  fee  how  that  will 
mend  the  matter ;  for  if  you  kill  me,  I  fliall  fmell 
too  j  and  if  I  kill  you,  you  will  fmell  if  poffible  worfe 
than  you  do  at  prefent.—  How  can  fuch  miferable 
fmners  as  we  are  entertain  fo  much  pride,  as  to  con- 
ceive that  every  offence  againft  our  imagined  honour 
merits  death!    Thefe  petty  princes,  in  their  own 
opinion,  would  call  that  fovereign  a  tyrant,  who  fliould 
put  one  of  them  to  death  for  a  little  uncivil  language, 
though  pointed  at  his  facred  perfon  :  yet  every  one 
of  them  makes  himfelf  judge  in  his  own  caufe,  con- 
demns the  offender  without  a  jury,  and  undertakes 
himfelf  to  be  the  executioner. 

"  Our  friend  Mr.  V  may,  perhaps,  commu- 

municate  to  you  fome  conjectures  of  mine  relating  to 
the  cold  of  M  winter,  which  I  fent  him  in  return  for 
the  Obfervations  on  Cold,  of  Profeffor  Wilfon.  If 
he  mould,  and  you  think  them  worthy  fo  much 
notice,  you  may  fliew  them  to  your  Philofophical 
Society,  to  which  I  wifli  all  imaginable  fuccefs : 
their  rules  feem  to  me  excellent.  With  fincere  and 
great  efteem,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c." 

h2 


CORRESPONDENCE 


No.  XIII. 

From  Dr.  Percifal  to  *  **. 

«  Mancbejier,  Feb.  4,  1787. 

"  I  AM  happy  to  avail  myfelf  of  this  oppoiv  , 
tunity  of  fending  to  your  Lordfliip  two  difcourfes, 
delivered  on  the  eftablifhment,  and  at  the  commenc- 
ment,  of  the  Manchefter  Academy.    The  principles  j 
On  which  this  Inftitution  is  founded,  will,  I  truft,  not 
only  meet  with  your  candid  indulgence,  but  be 
honoured  with  your  approbation  ;  for  I  am  perfuaded ' 
you  are  a  fincere  and  zealous  friend  to  the  caufe  of . 
civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  that  you  poffefs  in  an 
eminent  degree  that  fpirit  of  catholicifm,  which  forms 
an  important  branch  of  Chriftian  charity,  and  which 
promotes  the  interefts  of  the  Church  of  England 
under  its  prefent  excellent  governors,  far  more  power-! 
fully  than  creeds,  tefts,  or  anathemas. 

«  The  Roman  Catholics,  I  am  informed,  have  at 
defign  to  purchafe  the  building  of  the  late  Academy 
of  Warrington,  for  the  purpofe  of  eftablifhing  a  great! 
Tfeminary  of  education  for  their  youih.  Dr.  Berring^ 
ton,  a  prieft  diainguiflied  for  learning  and  liberality  ofl 
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fentiment,  is  the  planner  of  this  fcheme;    and  I 
believe  it  is  fupported  by  many  perfons  of  high  rank 
among  the  Papifts.    I  cordially  wifh  fuccefs  to  fo 
laudable  an  undertaking.    For  it  is  a  difgrace  to 
this  country,  and  injurious  to  fome  of  its  bed  inte- 
refts,  that  the  Catholics  Ihould  be  compelled  to  feek 
for  tuition  abroad.    When  inftru&ed  in  this  enlight- 
ened land,  they  may  retain  the  nominal  diftin&ion 
of  their  church,  but  will  afluredly  lofe  the  fpirit  of  it. 
Indeed,  reformation  is  now  making  rapid  advances 
in  almoft  every  country  of  Europe ;  and  I  have 
lately  received  a  pleafing  proof  of  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs  in  France,  and  that  works  very  adverfe  to  the 
principles  of  Popery  may  have  the  approbation  et  pri- 
vilege du  Roi.    An  advocate  of  the  firft.  rank  at 
Paris  has  fent  me  his  tranflation  of  the  Socratic  Dis- 
courfe,  which  I  publifhed  about  three  years  ago.  It 
is  rendered  into  French  without  the  fuppreffion  of 
one  obfervation,  or  the  foftening  of  one  expreffion; 
except  the  infertion  of  an  occafional  note,  to  intimate 
that  «  fuch  an  error  is  to  be  excufed,  as  the  author 
*  is  a  Proteflant/ 

"  By  a  letter  1  lately  received  from  Dr.  Beattie,  I 
learn  that  his  Treatife  on  the  Evidences  of  Chris- 
tianity has  met  with  a  very  favourable  reception 
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both  from  the  laity  and  clergy.  It  is,  indeed,  a  valu- 
able work.  I  wi(h  Dr.  Beattie  would  employ  his 
pen  in  the  defence  of  fome  do&rines  of  natural  reli- 
gion, particularly  the  fpirituality  and  immortality  of 
the  foul,  which  have  been  zealoufly  affailed  even  by 
believers  in  revelation. 

"  The  bottom  of  the  page  reminds  me  of  the  un- 
reafonable  length  of  this  letter ;  but  I  trull  your 
Lordftiip  will  excufe  it,  and  that  you  will  believe  me 
with  every  fentiment  of  refpecl;  and  eftcem,  &c." 

No.  XIV. 

From  Dr.  Percival  to  Dr.  Haycarth. 

"  Manche/ier,  1787. 

"  THE  return  of   affords  me  an  opportu- 

nity of  fending  a  fmall  packet  to  you.  At  the  fame 
time  permit  me  to  thank  you  for  your  lad  kind, 
though  very  ftiort,  letter,  and  for  the  account  of  the 
meteors,  which  accompanied  it.  This  I  communi- 
cated to  our  Society,  but  do  not  hear  that  any  of  the 
members  offered  any  obfervations  to  illuftrate,  or 
had  feen,  the  phenomenon.  The  propofals  for  Mr. 
Nicholfon's  Hiltory  of  Electricity  were  fent  me  by 
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Lord  George  Cavendilh,  with  a  requeft  that  I  would 
intereft  my  friends  in  the  execution  of  the  work,  by 
procuring  from  them  fuch  medical  or  philofophical 
information  as  may  contribute  to  it.  M.  Sauffure's 
relation  of%his  afcent  to  the  top  of  Mont  Blanc,  will 
entertain  you.  When  you  return  it,  (which  I  wifh  to 
be  foon,  becaufe  it  will  be  read  at  our  Society,)  be 
fo  good  as  to  furnifli  me  with  fpecimen  alterum  Ph. 
Lond.  The  copy  Sir  George  Baker  promifed  to  fend 
me,  I  prefume  has  been  loft  on  the  road.  Are  you 
making  any  exertions  at  Chefter  to  fupprefs  the 
Slave  Trade  ?  Mr.  Wilberforce  is  to  bring  forward 
a  Bill  in  Parliament  refpe&ing  it.  You  formerly 
recommended  to  me  Neckar  on  the  Finances  of 
France ;  and  I  now  recommend  to  you  the  Life  of 
M.  Turgot,  by  the  Marquis  de  Condorcet.  You  will 
find  that  great  minifter  had  in  contemplation  the 
abolition  of  the  horrid  traffic  in  the  human  fpecies. 
Virginia,  New- York,  and  Carolina,  have  now  united 
in  meafures  to  put  an  end  to  it. 

Mr.  Howard*  is  preparing  a  bill  to  be  brough* 
into  Parliament  this  feffion,  to  reftrain  the  ufe  of 

*  Dr.  Percival  maintained  a  friendfhip  and  occafional  corres- 
pondence with  this  diftinguifhed  philanthropift,  till  the  period  of 
his  death. 
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liquors  in  prifons.  He  fays  jocularly  to  his  friends, 
that  had  a  flattie  been  ere&ed  to  him,  (as  was 
defigned)  this  bill  would  have  occafioned  its  demo- 
lition, $rc." 


No.  XV. 

From  the  Same  to  the  Same. 

<c  Manchejler,  1787. 
"  I  NEED  not  exprefs  to  my  dear  Friend  my 
cordial  fympathy  with  him  on  the  prefent  melancholy 
occafion.    With  the  feelings  of  a  father,  who  has 
experienced  pangs  like  your's,  I  feel  for  you  j  and 
I  may  comfort  you  by  the  affurance  that  the  con- 
tinued view  of  irremediable  fuffering  in  thofe  we 
love,  exceeds  the  bitternefs  of  death  itfelf ;  and  that 
when  this  overwhelming  trial  is  part:,  the  confolations 
of  religion  elevate  a  virtuous  mind  far  above  the 
deje&ion  of  forrow.     Attempt  not,  through  an 
auftere  and  miflaken  piety,  to  fupprefs  the  emotions 
of  your  grief.    Indulge  your  tears ;  Jesus  wept  for 
Lazarus  ;  and  refignation  implies  in  its  elTence  a  very 
high  degree  of  fenfibility.    But  it  implies  alfo  that 
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we  direft  our  attention  from  the  ftroke  of  diftrefs  to 
the  Sovereign  Hand  that  hath  infli&ed  it ;  and  that 
we  forrow,  with  hope  in  his  goodnefs,  and  confidence 
in  the  wifdom  and  equity  of  all  his  difpenfations. 

"  Permit  me  to  recommend  to  you  the  perufaj  of 
Harris's  Dialogue  on  Happinefs,  particularly  the 
latter  part  of  it."  *  *  * 


No.  XVI. 

From  the  Same  to  the  Same. 

"  Manchejler,  1787. 
"  YOUR  very  friendly  anxiety  about  my  health 
merits  my  mod  grateful  acknowledgments;  and  I  am 
concerned  that  your  kind  enquiries  have  not  been 
fooner  anfwered.    The  truth  is,  it  is  unpleaiant  to 

recite  complaints   Even  under  the  preffure 

of  ficknefs,  I  have  fo  many  confolations,  as  ought  to 
reprefs  every  murmuring  thought;  and  with  the 
utmoft  afFe&ion  for  my  friends,  I  can  look  forward  to 
a  reparation  from  them  without  fear  or  anxiety. 
You  exprefs  an  apprehenfion  that  fludy  or  literary 
compofition  may  be  injurious  to  me.  I  have  not 
much  leifure  for  either  ;  and  when  I  engage  in  them, 
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they  afford  me  pleafure  without  pain  or  alloy.  The 
love  of  fame  has  long  fmce  ceafed  to  be  a  fource  of 
folicitude  to  me,  and  you  have  given  me  an  obliging 
proof  that  you  feel  more  for  my  reputation  than  I  do 
myfelf..  Accept  of  my  beft  thanks  for  the  kind  in- 
tereft  you  take  in  the  new  edition  of  my  volumes,  and 
for  the  trouble  you  are  at  in  re-perufing  them.  This 
is  what  I  have  not  yet  done,  and  probably  may  not 
do.  Your  corrections  will  therefore  be  peculiarly 
acceptable  and  valuable  to  me.  I  had  a  letter  from 
****  a  few  days  ago.  His  malady,  I  fear,  will  continue 
to  refift  the  power  of  medicine.  How  much  is  it  to 
be  regretted,  that  the  public  fliould  lofe  the  active 
fervices  of  a  man  fo  eminently  qualified  to  promote 
the  caufe  of  learning,  and  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty." 

No.  XVII. 
From  Dr.  Fercival  to  Mr.  ***. 

«  Manchejler,  1787. 
"  I  Ought  to  have  returned  my  acknowledgments 
fooner  for  your  very  friendly  letter,  and  your  obliging 
readinefs  to  gratify  my  wimes  by  the  loan  of  the 
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Inftitutes  of  your  Society.*  This  work  is  to  me  highly 
curious  and  valuable,  and  has  heightened  the  efteem 
which  I  always  entertained  for  your  religious  feci, 
I  have  often  thought  that  the  principles  and  manners 
of  the  Quakers  afford  them  advantages  over  others 
in  refpect  to  the  duration  of  life.  The  diligence, 
cleanlinefs,  fobriety,  and  compofure  of  mind,  by 
which  you  are  characterized  as  a  body  of  men,  may 
reafonably  be  fuppofed  to  contribute  to  health  and 
longevity.  And  as  there  are  no  perfons  among  you 
in  want,  and  few  immoderately  rich,  this  compara- 
tively equal  diftribution  of  property  muft  leffen  the 
fources  of  difeafe,  and  furnifh  the  individuals  under 
its  preffure  with  the  neceflary  means  of  relief.  Thefe 
confiderations  led  me  many  years  ago  to  obtain  an 
eftimate  of  the  proportion  of  deaths  amongft;  the 
Quakers  in  Manchefter ;  and  I  applied  at  that  time 
to  my  friend  Dr.  Fothergill,  for  information  concern- 
ing the  members  of  your  Society  in  other  places. 
He  kindly  undertook  to  gratify  me,  but  never  ac- 
complilhed  his  promife.  I  wifli  you  would  confider 
the  fubject,  and  purfue  this  curious  enquiry.  It 
might  do  honour  to  your  feci,  and  prove  an  incite- 
ment to  the  practice  of  thofe  virtues  for  which  it  is 

*  Society  of  the  people  called  Quakers. 


C.CX1V  CORRESPONDENCE 

diftingttiflied.  But  perhaps  it  would  be  found  that 
the  want  of  vivacity  in  your  people,  and  the  feden- 
tary  lives  of  your  females,  are  caufes  which  fhorten 
the  period  of  exigence,  and  counterbalance  the  pecu- 
liar advantages  you  enjoy.  In  1775,  the  deaths 
among  the  Quakers  in  Manchester  were  in  the  pro- 
portion of  one  to  twenty-four',  amongft  the  inhabi- 
tants at  large,  they  were  as  one  to  twenty-eight. 
But  it  fliould  be  noticed,  that  the  former  had  no  new 
accefllons  to  their  number;  whereas  fettlers  in  the 
prime  of  life  annually  pour  into  Manchefter. 

You  will  lament  with  me  the  failure  of  the  late 
application  to  Parliament  for  the  repeal  of  the  Corpo- 
ration and  Tefl  A&s.  Is  there  not  reafon  to  appre- 
hend, from  the  conduct  of  our  governors  on  this 
occafion,  that  we  are  indebted  for  the  religious  liberty 
we  enjoy,  more  to  the  fpirit  of  ^the  times,  than  to 
dereli&ion  in  them  of  unjufl  domination?  I  wifh 
your  Society  had  united  with  their  difTenting  brethren 
in  fo  equitable  a  petition,  as  it  might  have  added 
energy  to  its  operation.  For  however  you  may 
ftand  affe&ed  towards  the  enjoyment  of  public  offices1, 
the  eligibility  to  them  is  one  of  your  focial  rights ; 
and  a  difqualification  is  not  only  an  injury,  but  car- 
ries with  it  the  ftigma  of  a  crime.    We  have  the 
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higheft  authority,  that  of  Lord  Mansfield,  for  after  t- 
jng  that  Protectant  Non-con  formifts  are  not  under  the 
connivance,  but  the  exprefs  protection,  of  the  law; 
and  that  their  modes  of  worfhip  are  in  the  fulleft 
fenfe  ejlablijhed.  This  was  the  fentiment,  too,  of  the 
late  Arthur  Onflow,  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons ;  who  obferved,  that  the  Church  of  England, 
as  diflinguifhed  from  DhTenting  places  of  worfhip,  is 
properly  fpeaking,  no  more  than  an  endowed  Church, 
which  the  law  not  only  protects,  but  endows  with 
temporalities  for  its  peculiar  -  fupport  and  encou- 
ragement. In  the  late  parliamentary  debates  on  this 
interefting  fubjeel,  I  think  fufticient  ftrefs  was  not 
laid  on  this  point.  It  would  have  led  to  an  effential 
diftin&ion  between  the  claims  of  Roman  Catholics, 
and  thofe  of  the  Proteftants,  to  trufl:  and  power:  for 
the  former  are  now,  I  believe,  willing  to  acknowledge, 
allegiance  to  the  ftate.  But  their  religion  is  fubver- 
five  of  the  eftablifhed  religion  of  the  country;  that  is, 
the  Church  of  England,  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  the 
Quakers,  and  all  orders  of  Proteftant  DiiTenters,  au- 
thorized by  law;  and  the  community  has  the  fame 
right  which  an  individual  enjoys,  of  poffefhng  and 
providing  for  the  fecurity  of  its  own  religion. 
This  provifional  fecurity,  however,  has  its  limita- 
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tions;  and  an  Englifliman  ought  to  blufli  at  the 
feverity  of  the  penal  ftatutes  againft  the  Papifts. 

At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  Man- 
chefter  Academy,  I  communicated  to  the  gentlemen 
prefent,  that  part  of  your  letter  which  relates  to  our 
Inftitution.    We  fliould  be  rejoiced  to  be  honoured 
with  the  countenance  and  fupport  of  your  Society; 
and  I  trufl:,  the  fcruple  to  which  you  refer  may  eafily 
be  obviated.    Admitting,  as  you  do,  the  right  of 
private  judgment,  you  may  lawfully  and  confcienti- 
oufly  contribute  to  the  exercife  of  that  right  amongft 
any  body  of  Chriftians,  in  a  mode  that  you  would 
not  lawfully  or  confcientioufly  adopt  yourfelves. 
Befides,  when  a  plan  comprehends  feveral  objects, 
may  not  the  aid  or  encouragement  given  be  inten- 
tionally, though  tacitly,  appropriated  to  thofe  which 
are  confonant  with  your  views?    In  this  way  you 
voluntarily  pay  taxes  to  government  ;  notwithstand- 
ing you  are  apprized  that  a  portion  of  their  produce 
is  devoted  both  to  the  purpofes  of  war,  and  the 
fupport  of  an  ecclefiaftical  eftablifhment."  *  *  * 
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No.  XVIII. 
From  Dr.  Percjfal  to  the  Bishof  of  Landaff, 

"  Manchejler^  Sept.  18,  1787. 

*  *  *  "  I  AM  truly  concerned  that  religious  liberty- 
has  ftill  fo  many  opponents,  both  in  our  Univerfities, 
and  in  Parliament.  How  honourable  is  it  to  thofe 
who  have  not  only  the  wifdom  to  diftinguifli,  but  the 
integrity  and  fpirit  to  affert,  the  great  and  unalie- 
nable rights  of  men,  of  Proteftants,  and  of  Chriftians! 
I  had  lately  a  letter  from  the  Chairman  of  the  body  of 
DilTenters  in  London,  intimating  a  refolution  to  per- 
fevere  in  their  application  for  a  repeal  of  the  Corpo- 
ration and  Tefl:  A&s.  It  would  promote  the  fuccefs 
of  this  meafure,  were  it  generally  underftood  that  the 
Non-conformifts,  who  have  moll  wealth  and  influence, 
are  not  unfriendly  to  an  eftabliihed  national  Church, 
nor  to  Epifcopacy.  The  Liturgic  form  of  worfliip  is 
by  many,  and  in  my  opinion,  with  great  juftice,  pre- 
ferred to  that  in  ufe  amongft  us. 

"  I  have  not  heard  dire&Iy  from  Dr.  Franklin,  for 
more  than  ten  months;  but  Dr.  Rum,  of  Phila- 
delphia, informs  me  thai  he  is  in  good  health  and 
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fpirits,  and  a&ively  engaged  in  the  important  bufi- 
nefs  of  amending  the  federal  government  of  America. 
The  anarchy  which  has  of  late  prevailed  in  that 
country,  will  convince  the  people  of  the  necellity  of 
inverting  the  Congrefs  with  more  power  than  has 
hitherto  been  delegated  to  it.  Under  the  prefent 
circumftances  of  the  Thirteen  Provinces,  the  appoint- 
ment of  Di&ator  in  the  perfon  of  Dr.  Franklin, 
might  be  a  wife  and  falutary  meafure  ;  and  would  not, 
I  apprehend,  at  his  period  of  life,  endanger  the  pub- 
lic liberty. 

"  Our  Literary  Society  will  rename  its  meetings 
next  month.  I  wifli  your  Lordfhip's  health  would 
permit  you  to  honour  us  with  further  communica- 
tions ;  we  have  received  many  valuable  papers,  and 
another  volume  of  '  Memoirs  '  will  be  ready  for  the 
prefs  early  in  the  fpring." 

No.  XIX. 

From  Dr.  Beattje  to  Dr.  Percival. 

"  Aberdeen,  Jan.  29,  1788. 
"  SOME  days  ago,  I  received  by  the  poft  a 
printed  letter,  containing  refolutions  of  a  Society 
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eflablifhed  at  Manchefter,  for  the  purpofe  of  effe&ing 
an  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  ;  on  which  I  was  pro- 
jecting to  write  to  you,  having  obferved  your  name  in 
the  lift  of  the  Committee,  when  the  poft  of  Saturday 
brought  me  your  mod  agreeable  letter  of  the  21  ft 
current.    I  allure  you,  Sir,  that  every  word  of  your 
excellent  letter,  and  of  the  printed  refolutions,  has  my 
hearty  concurrence ;  and  that  if  my  poor  fervices 
could  be  any  ufe  in  the  bufinefs,  I  fhould  think 
you  did  me  honour  by  commanding  them.  The 
flavery  of  the  negroes,  and  every  other  fpecies  of 
flavery,  I  hold  in  utter  abomination.    The  fubjeft 
has  been  much  in  my  thoughts ;  and  for  thefe  five 
and  twenty  years  paft  I  have,  in  the  courfe  of  my 
annual  lectures,  endeavoured  to  expofe  it  in  its  genu- 
ine colours,  with  all  the  arguments  and  all  the  little 
eloquence  I  am  mafter  of.    I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  ' 
you  further,  that  about  ten  years  ago  I  wrote  aTreatife 
on  the  fubjecl,  (long  before  my  friend  Mr.  Ramfay's 
very  fpirited  performance  appeared,)  and  that  I  have 
hitherto  been  kept  from  publishing  it  for  no  other 
reafon  ut  becaufe  I  wiflj  to  collect  all  the  informa- 
tion I  could  in  regard  to  farts,  well  knowing  that 
even  to  the  beft  of  caufes  any  mifreprefentation  in 

this  way  is  always  injurious.    I  have  picked  up  a 
vol.  IJ,  j 
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good  deal  of  intelligence  by  converfing  with  people 
who  had  lived  in  the  Weft-Indies  and  North- Ame- 
rica. I  have  alfo  looked  into  fuch  abridgments  or 
collections  of  colony  laws  relating  to  flaves,  as 
have  fallen  in  my  way,  and  out  of  thefe,  with  the 
addition  of  my  own  remarks,  I  have  made  a  lhtle 
book,  which  I  would  willingly  give  to  the  public,  if 
I  thought  it  would  be  of  any  fervice.  Will  you  par- 
don me,  if  I  give  you  a  ftiort  account  of  the  plan  of 
this  little  work  ?  It  has  this  title:  s  Of the  Lawful- 
«  nefs  and  Expediency  of  Slavery,  particularly  that  of 

*  the  Negroes  ; '  and  as  it  was  written  at  a  time  when 
our  public  affairs  were  going  on  rather  unfuccefsfully, 
I  prefixed  as  a  motto  thefe  words  of  Cicero  :  '  mult  a 

*  prcctcrea  commemorarem  nefaria,  fi  hoc  unofol  quid- 
'  quam  vidijet  indignius  ;—jure  igitur  pleclhnur.'  De 
Off.  ii.  8.  I  firft  confider  the  queftion  relating  to 
flavery  in  general,  and  what  Ariftotle  and  the  civil 
law  have  faid  in  its  vindication.  I  then  give  a  fliort 
account  of  the  rife  and  progrefs,  and  prefent  ftate,  of 
the  African  Slave  Trade,  and  of  what  I  have  reafon 
to  believe  is  the  condition  of  the  African  flaves  in 
the  European,  particularly  the  Britifl),  fettlements. 
Then  I  examine  all  the  pleas  which  I  have  ever 
heard  or  feeri  advanced  in  vindication  of  cegra 
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flavery,  and  endeavour  to  prove,  with  fome  fuccefs  I 
hope,  that  they  are  all  frivolous  and  fallacious.  The 
Jail  plea,  that 6  negroes  are  not  men,  but  beings  of  an 
£  inferior  order,'  I  confider  very  particularly :  and 
I  conclude  with  fome  hints  refpe&ing  what  I  take  to 
be  the  fafeft  way  of  abolifhing  this  infamous  com- 
merce; a  part  of  the  fubjeft  which  I  know  I  am  not 
equal  to,  but  on  which,  I  flatter  myfelf,  I  have  not 
propofed  any  thing  that  would  be  attended  with  any 
harm,  if  it  were  to  be  adopted. 

"  The  Bilhop  of  London,  who  is  much  interefted 
in  this  matter,  (as  you  will  fee  by  his  fermons,)  has 
often  defired  to  fee  my  little  treatife;  and  I  now  begin 
to  think  in  good  earnefr.  of  tranfcribing  and  correct- 
ing it,  for  in  its  prefent  ftate  it  is  not  fit  to  be  feen. 
If  I  can  get  this  accompliflhed,  I  will  fend  it  to  him, 
and  requefl:  his  Lordfliip,  if  he  approve  it,  to  fend  it 
to  you  under  franked  covers ;  and  if  my  friends 
defire  it,  I  mall  not  be  averfe  to  its  publication, 
though,  perhaps,  I  may  not  be  inclined  to  put  my 
name  to  it;  not  becaufe  I  am  afhamed  of  it,  or  afraid 
of  any  confequences,  but  for  another  reafon,  which 
I  may  perhaps  mention  to  you  hereafter. 

i  2 
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"  If  this  bufinefs  is  likely  to  come  before  the  Houfe* 
of  Commons  foon,  I  Avail  confider  the  publifhing  of 
my  little  work  as  difrefpettful  to  the  legiflature,  and 
think  of  it  no  more  ;  for  it  would  be  in  a  very  high 
degree  prefumptuous  in  me  to  fuppofe  that  I  could 
give  them  any  information.  But  if  it  be  put  off  till 
next  feflion,  which  I  fmcerely  wifh  may  not  be  the 
cafe,  my  remarks  might  perhaps  be  of  ufe  as  a 
remonftrance,  offered  not  to  the  legiflature,  but  to 
the  people  in  general.  I  mall  take  the  firfl  oppor- 
tunity to  talk  on  this  fubjecl  with  our.  magiflrates  as 
well  as  with  the  College.  I  have  the  honour  to  be> 
with  the  utmofl:  efteem  and  regard,  &c." 


No.  XX. 

From  Br.  Fercival  to  Dr.  Beat-tie. 

"  Manchefier,  Feb.  178S. 

"  YOUR  very  friendly  and  interefling  letter 
arrived  yefterday  ;  and  I  feel  it  as  a  debt  to  juftice 
and  humanity,  and  confequently  as  a  duty  incum- 
bent on  me,  to  urge  the  publication  of  the  excellent 
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and  valuable  work  you  have  in  view.    The  petitions 
which  are  now  preparing  in  various  counties,  cities, 
and  boroughs,  will  doubtlefs  be  prefented  during  the 
prefent  feffion  of  Parliament.    But  this  ought  to  be 
no  objeftion  to  the  profecution  of  your  important 
undertaking;  and  I  hope  it  will  rather  ferve  to  for- 
ward the  execution  of  it.    I  (hall  be  glad  to  perufe 
your  papers  through  the  channel  you  mention.  I 
have  converfed  with  the  Bifhop  of  London  on  the 
fubjecl  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  know  how  much 
his  Lordfiiip  reprobates  it.    In  perufing  the  life  of 
M.  Turgot  by  the  Marquis  de  Condorcet,  I  have 
been  much  pleafed  to  find  that  it  was  one  objecl  of 
his  adminiftration  to  abolifli  the  infamous  traffic  in 
the  fpecies.    M.  Neckar,  in  his  Treatife  on  the 
Finances  of  France,  alfo  fpeaks  of  it  with  execration: 
but  he  obferves,  that  the  neceffity  of  fupporting 
Sovereign  'power  has  its  peculiar  laws,  and  the  wealth 
of  nations  is  one  of  the  foundations  of  this  power. 
'  Yet  would  it/  fays  he,'  be  a  chimerical  project,  to 
<  propofe  a  general  compaa,  by  which  all  European 
'  nations  mould  agree  to  abandon  the  traffic  of 
«  African  Slaves  ?'    I  ftould  cordially  rejoice  to  fee 
fo  honourable  a  compaa  in  favour  of  juftice,  huma- 
nity, and  freedom.    But  I  believe  it  may  be  proved 
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that  the  wealth  of  nations,  and  confequently  the  So- 
vereign power,  fuftains  a  real  injury  from  this  oppro- 
brious branch  of  commerce.  Liverpool  fends  out 
more  veffels  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea  than  all  the  other 
ports  of  England ;  yet  of  thirty  mercantile  homes 
which  have  carried  on  nearly  the  whole  of  this  trade 
fince  1773,  twclre  have  become  bankrupts,  and  of 
the  remainder,  fevera  lare  fuppofed  to  have  been  con- 
fiderable  lofers.  The  truth  is,  that  the  African  trade 
is  a  lottery,  with  a  few  great  and  tempting  prizes, 
and  many  blanks.  But  I  write  in  hafle,  and  mud 
conclude,  with  every  fentiment  of  efteem  and 
refpecl:,  &c." 

No.  XXI. 

From  Dr.  Robertson  to  Dr.  Perceval, 

«  Coll  Edin.  Feb.  19,  1788. 
*<  NOTHING  but  a  long  fcene  of  family  diftrefs, 
from  which,  thank  God,  I  have  now  hopes  of  being 
delivered,  could  have  prevented  me  from  returning 
an  anfwer  directly  to  your  kind  letter.  The  fubjea 
of  it  is  very  interefting  to  every  man  who  is  animated 


OF  THOMAS  PERCIVAL,  M.  D.  CXXXV 

with  the  fentiments  of  humanity,  orrefpe&s  the  pre- 
cepts of  religion.  My  opinion  concerning  the  flavery 
of  the  negroes  coincides  in  every  point  with  your's ; 
and  I  had  occafion  to  exprefs  it  in  very  ftrong  terms, 
in  a  Sermon  preached  above  thirty  years  ago,  the 
firft*  work  I  publiflied ;  and,  if  an  author  does  not 
judge  erroneoufly  of  his  productions,  as  parents 
often  do  of  their  children,  not  the  lead  meritorious. 
If  you  have  not  feen  the  fermon,  I  will  fend  a 
copy  of  it  to  you.  In  this  country,  I  imagine  there 
is  not  one  advocate  for  the  Slave  Trade ;  but  whether 
addreffes  againft  it  will  be  fet  a-going,  I  cannot  fay. 
With  the  operations  of  our  Town  Council  I  am  not 
accuftomed  to  intermeddle.  Since  I  was  connected 
with  the  Univerfity,  it  has  been  my  endeavour,  to 
fix  the  attention  of  literary  men  upon  their  proper 
btrfraefs ;  and  we  have  avoided  addreffing  on  different 
occafions,  when  addreffes  poured  in  from  every  cor- 
ner of  the  kingdom.  If  an  addrefs  could  be  of  any 
benefit,  there  would  be  but  one  fentiment  among  us 
on  the  prefent  fubje&j  though  I  am  unwilling  to 
begin  addreffing  upon  the  cleared  and  mod  proper  of 

*  The  Difcourfc  above-mentioned  is  the  only  one  which  Dr* 
Robertfon  ever  publiflied. 
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any  occafion,  left  it  fhould  be  a  precedent  for  what 
may  not  be  fo  defirable.* 

"  I  have  been  employed  in  what  I  think  may  be 
of  greater  utility.  Mr.  Wilberforce  applied  to  me 
ome  time  ago,  requefting  me  to  communicate  to  him 
any  facts  or  ideas  I  thought  might  be  of  moment,  in 
forming  the  plan  of  the  fpeech  which  was  to  introduce 
the  motion  he  intended  to  make,  concerning  the  fer- 
vitude  of  the  negroes.  As  I  had  propofed  to  treat 
the  fubjeft  at  confiderable  length  in  that  volume  of 
the  Hiftory  of  America,  which  the  unfortunate  ter- 
mination of  our  conflict  with  the  colonies  obliged  me 
to  relinquifh,  I  had  confidered  the  fubjeft  fo  carefully, 
that  I  was  enabled  to  iranfmit  to  him  a  memorial  of 
ibme  length, 

*  A  letter  from  Dr.  Beattie  to  Dr.  Percival,  of  a  correfponding 
date,  (Feb.  3,  1788,)  ftates  as  follows:  "  I  have  now  the  fatisfadtion 
*'  to  inform  you,  that  the  Principal  and  Profeflbrs  of  Marifchal 
"  College  and  Univci  (ity  of  Aberdeen,  did  at  their  laft  meeting  take 
i*  into  confideration  the  intended  application  to  the  Legiflature,  on 
"  the  ful  jeftof  Slavery,  and  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  the 
"  practice  of  enflaving  the  negroes  of  Africa  is  inhuman,  impolitic, 
*'  and  ought  to  be  abolifhed.  They  wi(h,  however,  to  have  a  little 
"  time  to  think  of  the  raoft  proper  way  of  giving  public  notice 
"  of  this  their  opinion;  and,  if  poflible,  to  do  this  in  concert  with 
«■  the  other  Univerlities  of  Scotland.  Meanwhile,  if  you  will  favour 
"  us  with  any  advice  or  information  on  the  fubjeel,  it  will  greatly 
«  oblige  the  whole  fociety,"  &c. 
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«  Prefent  my  refpe&ful  compliments  to  the  Gen- 
tlemen of  your  Committee.*  Their  obje£t  is  mod: 
laudable,  and  I  hope  the.r  beneficent  efforts  will  be 
attended  with  fuccefs." 


No.  XXII. 


From  Dr.  Percifal  to  Dr.  Robertson, 

"  Manchejler,  March  2,  1788. 

"  I  am  fmcerely  concerned  to  hear  that  you  have 
fuffered  under  a  long  fcene  of  family  diftrefs;  and  I 
lament  that  you  have  not  indulged  me  with  the 
friendly  communication  of  fome  particulars  of  it.  In 
every  event  which  concerns  your  happinefs,  I  fliall 
always  feel  myfelf  cord;ally  interefted. 

"  A  feverifh  indifpofiton  prevented  me  from  at- 
tending the  lad  meeting  of  the  African  Committee. 
J  therefore  requefted  the  Chairman  would  deliver  your 

lean  Committee,  held  at  Manchefier,  for  the  purpofe  of 
framing  a  petition  to  Parliament  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave- 
Trade,  and  of  encouraging  in  other  parts  a  fimilar  difpolition  to 
addrefs  the  Legiflature. 
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meflage,  and  read  to  the  gentlemen  fuch  parts  of 
your  letter,  as  relate  to  the  objects  of  our  affociation. 
In  confequence  of  this,  the  enclofed  paper  was  deli- 
vered to  me  by  the  Secretary,  on  Friday  evening,  tQ 
be  tranfmitted  to  you.  I  hope  you  will  comply  with 
the  requenV*  it  indirectly  conveys.  For  as  the  legality 
of  the  traflic  in  the  fpecies,  and  the  practice  of  negro 
flavery,  are  to  be  decided  by  the  principles  of  natural 
equity,  and  by  the  precepts  and  the  fpirit  of  theGofpeJ, 
the  avowed  condemnation  of  both,  by  one  fo  peculi- 
arly well  qualified  to  judge  of  their  nature  and  extent, 
mud  have  great  authority  v/ith  the  public. 

"  I  earneftly  v/ifli  too,  that  you  could  be  prevailed 
upon  to  publifli  the  facts  and  obfervations  relative  to 
negro  fervitude,  collected  for  the  continuation  of  your 
Hiftory  of  America.  Such  a  work  would  be  highly 
feafonable  at  this  time,  and  might  powerfully  contri- 
bute to  promote  the  fuccefs  of  the  efforts  which  are 
now  making,  in  favour  of  the  injured  and  oppreffed 

Africans.  The  Sermon,  mentioned  in  your  laft 

letter,  I  am  impatient  to  feej  and  you  will  much  oblige 
me  by  fending  it  as  foon  as  you  can  with  convenience. 

*  The  Committee  intimated  a  defire,  that  Dr.  Robertfon  would 
republifh  and  extenfively  circulate  the  Sermon  and  other  tracts, 
mentioned  in  the  preceding  letter. 
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Dr.  Prieftley  has  favoured  me  with  his  Difcourfe  on 
the  prefent  occafion,  and  I  received  one  publifhed  by 
Mr.  *****,  the  poet,  at  the  fame  time.  Reading 
them  in  fucceffion,  I  was  ftruck  and  amazed  with 
their  difference.  The  compofition  of  the  former  is 
carelefs  to  an  extreme,  in  point  of  flyle  and  language; 
but  with  refpeft  to  matter,  is  judicious  and  full  of 
information;  the  work  of  the  latter  is  poliflied  and 
brilliant  inanity.  Dr.  Perchard's  Sermon,  delivered 
before  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  I  am  informed, 
does  great  honour  both  to  the  author  and  to  the 
caufe  which  he  has  efpoufed."  ***** 


No.  XXIII. 

From  Dr.  Robertson  to  Dr.  Percifal. 

"  College,  Edinburgh,  March  6,  1788. 

"  I  HAVE  this  moment  had  the  pleafure  of  your 
letter  of  the  2d  inftant,  and  that  I  may  not  be  too 
late  for  the  waggon,  I  mufl:  write  to  you  only  a  few 

lines.  Your  Committee  have  fet  too  high  a  value 

upon  the  fermon  I  mentioned.    The  confideration  of 
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flavery  is  confined  to  one  head  of  a  difcourfe,  which 
extends  to  feveral  other  fubje&s.  Agreeably  to  my 
promife,  I  fend  two  copies  of  it;  one  for  yourfelf, 
and  the  other  I  requeft  you  to  prefent  with  my  beffc 
compliments  to  Mr.  ***.  I  do  not  apprehend  it  to 
be  of  much  confequence  to  re-publifh  the  fermon  ; 
and,  as  I  have  communicated  to  Mr.  Wilberforce  any 
fafts  or  hints  concerning  the  Slave-Trade  which  I 
thought  of  importance,  it  would  be  improper  for  me 
to  publilh  them  in  the  manner  which  is  requefted,, 
I  am,  in  hafte,  &c." 

No.  XXIV.] 

From  Dr.  Percifal  to  Dr.  Hatgarth, 

"  Manchcjler,  1788. 

"  I  THOUGHT  you  had  been  long  fince  apprized 
that  your  paper  concerning  the  Glory  was  unanimoufly 
ballotted  for  infertion  in  the  third  volume  of  the 
Memoirs  of  our  Society.— You  have  not  hitherto 
favoured  me  with  your  obje&ions  to  my  Effay  on 
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Taxation.*  Pray  (late  them  fully  and  freely.  Your 
animadverfions  will  always  merit  from  me  not  only  a 
candid  but  a  very  partial  attention.  If  our  ideas 
(differ  concerning  the  nature  of  government,  I  am  fure 
we  (hall  particularly  agree  in  our  conduft  as  fubje&s. 
I  feel  an  abhorrence  of  faction,  a  reverence  for  our 
Conftitution,  and  gratitude  for  the  civil  and  religious 
privileges  we  enjoy.  But  I  conceive  that  power  is 
always  difpofed  to  enlarge  its  boundaries,  and  that  It 
fhould  be  watched  with  temperate  but  fedulous  atten- 
tion.! What  Voltaire  fays  of  the  Pope,  is  equally 
applicable  to  fovereignty  ;  c  it  is  at  once  proper  to 
*  kifs  the  toe,  and  to  bind  the  hands,  of  the  Sovereign 
«  Pontiff.' 

"  I  fent  you  a  Poem,  lately  tranfmitted  to  me  by 
our  friend  Aikin.  It  does  credit  to  his  poetical  ta- 
lents, but  would  have  interefled  the  heart  more  for- 
cibly, had  he  introduced  his  reflexions  by  a  portrait 

*  See  vol.  ii.  p.  291. 

t  The  jealoufy  of  power,  and  the  diflike  of  faction,  were  almoft 
equally  confpicuous  among  the  political  fentiments  of  Dr.  Percival. 
A  mixed  government  of  mutual  controul,  like  that  of  England, 
he  peculiarly  admired  ;  but  in  leaning  to  the  popular  as  die  fairer, 
though  the  weaker  fide,  he  adopted  the  lentimcnt  of  Sir  William 
Jones,  who  declares  his  conviclion,  "  that  power  Jlmtld  always  be 
"  dijlrujlcd,  in  whatever  hands  it  is  placed:' 
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of  the  Genius  of  a  Republic.  We  are  left  without 
information  refpecting  the  character  and  attributes  of 
this  perfonage.  Perhaps  the  following  lines,  from 
Thomfon's  Cattle  of  Indolence,  might  fupply  the 
deficiency : 

"  When  as  the  Knight  had  framed  in  Britain's  land, 
"  A  matchlefs  form  of  glorious  government, 
"  In  which  the  fovereign  laws  alone  command ; 
"  Laws  'ftablifhed  by  the  public  free  confent, 
"  Whofe  majelly  is  to  the  fceptre  lent :"  &c.  &c. 

No.  XXV. 

From  the  Same  to  the  Same. 

"  Mancbefter,  1788. 

"  I  AM  much  pleafed  with  your  report  of  the 
ftate  of  the  Blue-Coat  Hofpital  at  Chefter.  Have 
you  read  Dr.  Parr's  Difcourfes  on  Education,  and 
on  the  Plans  purfued  in  Charity-Schools  ?  They  are 
well  worthy  your  attention;  as  you  will  readily  be- 
lieve any  production  mutt  be  which  comes  from  the 
pen  of  the  editor  of  *  Bellendenus.*  Permit  me  alfo 
to  recommend  to  you  a  little  tract  in  the  Repofitory, 
(a  new  periodical  work,  publilhed  every  fortnight,) 
entitled,  c  Confederations  on  the  State  of  the  Poor.* 
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c;  As  I  am  now  affuming  the  office  of  literary  pur- 
veyor to  you,  I  will  venture  to  advife  your  perufal 
of  '  A  General  View  of  the  African  Slave-Trade; 
*  demonftrating  its  Injufb'ce  and  Impolicy.*  This  little 
piece  is  afcribed  to  Mr.  ***,  of  Liverpool,  and  does 
great  honour  to  his  abilities.  I  confefs  I  feel  myfelf 
delighted  with  the  general  ardour  which  has  difplayed 
itfelf  for  the  abolition  of  flavery,  and  the  execrable 
trade  in  human  mi/ery.  The  citizens  of  Briftol,  the 
inhabitants  of  Birmingham,  Sheffield,  and  Man- 
ch'efter,  (all  apparently  interefted  in  their  continu- 
ance,) have  united  in  petitions  to  Parliament,  ex- 
preffive  of  their  abhorrence  of  fuch  injuftice  and 
inhumanity. 

"  I  rejoice  that  your  abolition  fcheme*  has  been 
adopted  with  fuch  fuccefs  in  New-England.  Health 
and  liberty  are  thetwobleffings  which  chiefly  confliitute 
the  value  of  life;  and  to  fecure  them  in  the  highelt 
practicable  degree  to  mankind,  is  the  earned  wiffi  or* 
genuine  philanthropy;  and  mould  be  the  endeavour 
of  every  individual,  when  a  proper  occafion  prefents 
itfelf.  It  is  an  excellent  maxim,  and  may  always  be 
oppofed  to  fupinenefs,  "  No  effort  is  in  vain." 

*  Scheme  for  exterminating  the  Small-Fox. 
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No.  XXVL 
From  the  Same  to  the  Same. 

"  Manchejler,  1788. 

 <c  I  AM  felicitous  to  receive  your" 

ftrhftures  on  my  Taxation  efiay.  It  was  haftily  printed 
from  ray  MS.  If  I  have  fallen  into  any  material 
errors,  I  (hall  reprint  the  paper,  with  the  neceflary 
corrections,  before  the  third  volume  of  our  Society's 
Memoirs  is  publifhed.  Let  me  hear  from  )ou 
very  foon. 

"  I  promifed  the  Rev.  Mr.  Burgefs,*  of  C.  C.  C. 
Oxford,  for  himfelf  and  for  his  learned  friend,  Mr. 

B  ,  chaplain  to  the  Bifliop  of  Salifbury,  your 

two  charity  papers;  but  find  myfelf  unable  to  fulfil 
my  w  ord,  having  no  copies  of  them.  Pray  furaifh 
me  with  half  a  dozen  of  each.  They  have  been 
greatly  approved  by  many  judicious  perfons.  Mr. 
Burgefs  has  mod  laudably  interefted  himfelf  in  the 
eftablifhment  of  Sunday-Schools.  He  has  favoured 
me  with  feveral  admirable  tracts  for  the  promotion  of 
thefe  plans. 

*  Now  Biftiop  of  St.  David's. 
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e<  Bin  wha't  do  you  'think  of  the  following  paffage 
trdih  the  advertifement   to  a  pamphlet,  entitled, 
<  The  Child's  Srft  Leflbns  in  Religion,'  which  I  re- 
ceived a  few  days  ago:— e  Doctrines,  therefore,  which 
cannot  be  made  compreheniible  to  the  utmoft  per- 
fecHon  o'f  human  reafon,  can  never  be  fo  well  taught 
as  iu  the  mod  docile  date  of  the  mind,  before  it  '  is 
acquired  the  preemption  of  rejecting  wl 
cannot  comprehend/     What  better  plea  would  a' 
Roman  Catholic  require  for  ingrafting  the  doctrine 
of  tranfubftantiatioq  in  the  mind  of  lus-  pupil  ?  Can 
there  be  a  more  effectual  mode  than  this  devifed  for 
Seating  fcepticifm  amongft  men,  when  they  come  to 
think  and  reafon  ?    For  when  fuppofed  errors  are 
intimately  combined  with  truth,  the  difcri/- -mien 
between  them  is  often  fo  difficult,  that  both  are  re- 
jected together.    The  infidelity  of  Voltaire,  and  of 
many  others,  clearly  arofe  from  their  zeal  to  eman- 
cipate therafelves  from  '  all  the  nurfe,  and  all  the 

4  pried  had  taught.'  It  is  related  ofAugudus, 

Elector  of  Saxony,  that  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
enquired  of  his  confeffor  whether  the  real  prefence 
was  affuredly  a  doctrine  of  Chridianity?  «  Moft 
';  affuredly,"  faid  the  pried.  <  Then,'  faid  the 
Elector,  <  it  is  impoflible  for  me  to  be  a  Chridian." 

VOL.  I.  k 
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"  But  I  am  deviating  from  the  purpofe  of  this 
letter,  which  is  to  remind  you  of  the  long  one  I  wrote 
to  you  fome  time  ago,  and  to  requeft  an  imme- 
diate anfwer.  I  had  a  friendly  letter  from  the  Bifhop 
of  LandafF  this  morning.  He  has  purchafed  an 
eftate  on  the  banks  of  Windermere,  and  is  now  di- 
recting plantations,  improvements,  &c." 


No.  XXVII.* 
From  the  Same,  to  the  Rev.  Archdeacon  Palet. 

"  Manchejler,  June  20,  1788. 
"  WHAT  apology  fhall  I  offer  for  the  liberty  I 
am  now  prefuming  to  take  with  you?  The  very 
high  refpeft  which  I  entertain  for  your  talents  and 
character,  operates  upon  me  at  once  as  an  incitement 
and  reftraintj  and  whilfl:  I  am  folicitous  to  avail  myfelf 

*  The  following  letter,  although  it  was  written  on  a  private  and 
perfonal  occafion,  has  appeared  to  me, .  on  two  accounts,  worthy 
of  infertion  in  the  prefent  collection,  the  purpofe  of  which  is  to 
difplay  the  genuine  views  and  conduct  of  the  writer;  firft,  becaufe 
it  difclofes  the  fentiments  which  he  uniformly  profefTed  on  the 
fubject  of  religious  eftablifhments ;  and  fecondly,  as  it  manifefts 
the  candour  and  liberality  of  his  conduct  on  the  occafion  of  his 
fon's  embracing  the  profelfion  of  the  Church,  in  preference  to  hi^ 
original  deftination. 
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of  your  counfel  and  affiftance,  I  am  'diffident  in  re- 
queuing them,  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  having  no 
claim  to  be  honoured  with  either.    But  the  occafion 
requires  a  facrifice  of  feeling  to  judgment;  and  I 
fhall  truft  to  your  goodnefs  to  excufe,  if  peculiar 
reafons  donotjuftify,  my  prefent  application  to  you. 

"  My  oldeft  fon,  whom  I  intended  for  the  pro- 
feffion  of  phyfic,  by  his  refidence  at  St.  John's  Col- 
lege, and  connexions  in  Cambridge,  has  had  his 
views  changed,  and  is  now  ftrongly  inclined  to  go 
into  the  Church.    But  previous  to  his  final  decifion, 
hewifhes  to  fettle  his  mind  on  feveral  important 
topics  comprehended  in  the  Articles  of  Faith.  The 
chapter  on  Religious  Eftablifliments,  in  your  excel- 
lent Syftem  of  Moral  and  Political  Philofophy,  hashad 
great  weight  with  him;  and  he  has  this  morning 
expreffed  to  me  an  earnefl  defire  to  have  the  benefit 
of  your  perfonal  inftruftions,  on  points  fo  interefting 
to  his  future  peace,  profperity,  and  ufefulnefs.    Is  it 
poffible  for  him  to  enjoy  this  lingular  privilege,  for 
the  fpaceofa  few  weeks?    I  fliall  cordially  acquiefce 
iQ  any  terms  that  you  may  prefcribe,  and  with  a 
grateful  fenfe  of  obligation  to  you. 

"  I  am  a  Diflenter ;  but  a&uated  by  the  fame 
Ite  of  catholicifm  which  you  poffefs.    An  eftabliuV 
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ment  I  approve ;  the  Church  of  England,  in  many 
refpe&s,  I  honour;  and  fliould  think  it  my  duty  to 
enter  inftantly  into  her  communion,  were  the  plan 
which  you  have  propofed  in  your  tenth  chapter  car- 
ried into  execution.'*  *  *  * 


No.  XXVIII. 

From  the  Rev.  Anhdeacon  Palet  to  Dr.  Percival. 

"  parli/le,  June  25,  1788. 

w  I  DESIRE  you  to  accept  my  thanks  for  the 
many  obliging  expreffions  of  refpeft  which  your  letter 
contains.  If  the  (late  of  my  engagements  had  allowed 
me  to  fpare  a  few  weeks  to  a  perfonal  conference  with 
your  fon  upon  any  fubjeel:  of  doubt  which  he  fhould 
chance  to  propofe,  it  would  have  been  a  pleafure  to 
me  to  have  complied  with  your  wifties,  from  a  fenfe 
both  of  private  obligation  and  of  public  efteem.  As 
my  time  is  at  prefent  very  little  in  my  own  power, 
and  my  being  at  home  very  uncertain,  I  know  not 
how  I  can  contribute  to  your  fon's  latisfaftion  in  any 
better  way  than  by.  fending  you  a  few  additional 
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explanatory  obfervations  upon  what  I  have  written  in 

my  chapter  entitled,  *  Of  Subfcription/ 

"  ift.  If  any  perfon  underfland  and  believe  all  the 

feveral  propofitions  in  the  thirty-nine  Articles,  and  in 

the  Liturgy  and  Homilies,  which  they  recognize, 

there  can  be  no  place  for  doubt. 
"  2d.  If  a  perfon  think  that  every  fuch  propofi- 

tion  is  probable,  or  as  probable  as  the  contrary  or 
any  other  fuppofition  on  the  fubject,  there  can  be  no 
jufl  caufe  of  fcruple. 

3d.  If  a  perfon,  after  ufing  due  enquiry,  under- 
fland fome  of  the  propofitions  in  the  thirty-nine 
Articles,  but  not  all,  and  alien t  to  thofe  propofitions 
which  he  does  underfland,  I  think  he  may  fafeiy 
fubferibe. 

"  4th.  If  <i  perfon  think  any  part  of  the  difcipliue 
government,  rites,  or  worfhip  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land to  be  forbidden,  he  certainly  ought  not  to  fub- 
feribe ;  but  certain  parts  of  thefe  being  not  com- 
manded, or  not  the  befl  poffible,  or  not  good  and 
ufeful,  or  not  reafonable,  (for  many  things  may  be 
abfurd,  and  yet  very  innocent,)  is  not,  in  my  opinion, 
a  fufficient  ground  of  objection. 

"  5th.  If  there  be  certain  particular  propofitions  in 
the  Articles  which  he  difbelieves,  although  he  affent 
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to  the  main  part  of  them,  as  well  as  to  the  lawfulnefs 
of  the  eflablifhed  government  and  worfhip  of  the 
Church,  then  arifes  the  cafe  in  which  the  principal 
difficulty  confifts.    And  as  to  this  cafe,  I  find  no  rea- 
fon,  upon  much  re-confideration,  to  queftion  the  prin- 
ciple I  have  laid  down,  viz.  4  that  if  the  intention  and 
4  view  of  the  legiflature  which  impofed  fubfcription, 
4  be  fatisfied,  it  is  enough.'  But  here  comes  a  doubt* 
whether  we  can  be  permitted  to  go  out  of  the  terms 
of  fubfcription,  that  is  to  fay,  the  words  of  the 
ftatute,  to  collect  the  intention  of  the  legiflature  or 
not.   If  we  look  to  the  terms  of  the  fubfcription,  they 
feem  to  require  a  pofitive  afTent  to  each  and  every 
propofition  contained  in  the  Articles,  fo  as  that 
believing  any  one  fuch  propofition  to  be  untrue,  is 
inconfiftent  with  fubfcription.    If  we  may  be  allowed 
to  judge  of  the  defign  and  object  of  the  legiflature 
from  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  and  the  ordinary  maxims 
of  human  conduct,  it  appears  likely  that  they  meant 
to  fence  out  fuch  feels  and  characters  as  were  hoftile 
and  dangerous  to  the  new  eftablifhment,  viz.  Popery, 
and  the  tenets  of  the  Continental  Anabaptifts ;  rather 
than  expect,  what  they  muft  have  known  to  be  im- 
practicable, the  exact  agreement  of  fo  many  minds 
in  fuch  a  great  number  of  controverted  propofitions. 
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ce  Now,  concerning  this  doubt,  viz.  whether  we 
may  or  may  not  go  out  of  the  terms,  of  the  ftatute 
to  colleft  the  defign  of  the  legiflature,  (which  ques- 
tion I  think  involves  the  whole  difficulty,)  I  can  only 
fay  that  a  court  of  juftice,  in  interpreting  written 
laws,  certainly  could  not,  and  ought  not ;  for  any 
fuch  liberty  would  give  to  courts  of  juftice  the 
power  of  making  laws;  but  I  do  not  fee  that  any' 
danger  or  infecurity  will  be  introduced  by  allowing 
this  liberty  to  private  perfons.    I  mean,  that  private 
perfons  a&ing  under  the  direction  of  a  law  may  be 
faid  to  do  their  duty,  if  they  aft  up  to  what  they 
believe  to  be  the  defign  of  the  legiflature  in  making 
the  law;  whether  their  opinion  of  that  defign  be 
founded  upon  the  terms  of  the  ftatute  alone,  or 
upon  the  nature  of  the  fubjeft  and  the  actual  pro- 
bability. 

"  If  I  had  the  pleafure  of  your  fon's  prefence,  I 
know  not  whether  I  ought  to  fay  any  thing  more. 
It  is  the  office  of  an  advifer  in  fuch  cafes  to  fuggeft 
general  principles.  The  application  of  thefe  princi- 
ples to  each  perfon's  [cafe  muft  be  made  by  the  per- 
fon  himfelf,  who  alone  knows  the  ftate  of  his  own 
thoughts.  I  have  only  to  add,  that  Burnet's  feems  a 
fair  explication  of  the  fenfe  of  the  Articles." 
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No.  XXIX. 
From  Dr.  Fercival  to  Dr.  Priestley, 

"  Manchej2er,  Sept.  27,  1788. 

"  ....  IS  fuccefs  likely  to  attend  the  propofed 
application  to  Parliament  for  the  repeal  of  the  Cor- 
poration and  Tefl  Atts  ?  1  fear  not.  I  am  delighted 
with  the  advancement  of  M.  Neckar  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  finances  of  France.  This  great  miniiter 
may  have  it  now  in  his  power  to  realize  the  project 
he  has  fuggefted,  of  a  Compact  amongft  the  mari- 
time ftates  of  Europe  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade.  My  friend,  Dr.  Froffard,  the  Proteftant 
clergyman  at  Lyons,  is  patronized  by  him  in  a  work  he 
is  about  to  publifh,  on  the  injufliee  and  the  impolicy 
of  the  traffic.  I  have  fent  to  him  and  to  M.  Neckar 
mod  of  the  tracts  on  this  fubjecl:  which  have  ap_ 
pearcd  in  England  ;  and  Madame  Neckar  informs  me 
that  Ihe  has  tianflated  and  difperfed  many  of  them 
through  France." 
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No.  XXX. 

From  the  BiSHor  of  Lanbaff  to  Dr.  Percival. 

"  Ambleftde,  Oft.  22,  1788. 

"  YOUR  obliging  favour  followed  me  to  this 
place,  where  I  have  been  about  ten  days,  and  where 
I  mean  to  flay  about  fix  days  longer,  looking  after  an 
eftate  which  I  have  purchafed  on  the  banks  of  Win- 
dermere. I  have  to  thank  you  for  your  two  pam- 
phlets. That  on  the  fubjecT:  of  Taxation  appears  to 
me  clofely  written  ;  though  the  principle  which  I 
have  formed  to  myfelf  of  the  magiftrate's  power  as 
to  property,  would  make  me  queftion  fome  parts  of 
it.  The  principle  is  this ;  I  confider  property  as 
very  much  the  creature  of  civil  fociety,  and  the 
fupreme  magiftrate  as  authorifed  to  apply  the  whole 
of  the  property  of  every  individual  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  whole  community.  An  infinity  of  ques- 
tions of  tedious  difcuflion  arife  out  of  this  principle, 
which  refpe#  the  abufe  of  this  power  of  the  magis- 
trate in  pleading  that   neceffity,    in  applying  the 
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levies  improperly,  in  raifing  them  partially,  &c.  An 
individual  has  no  right,  I  think,  to  refift  a  tax  levied 
by  the  Iegiflaturej  but  when  lie  thinks  the  legiflature 
has  betrayed  its  truft,  he  has  a  right  to  fay,  I  will 
withdraw  myfelf  from  being  a  member  of  that  foci- 
cty.  The  fubjea  is  a  very  delicate  one,  and  you  have 
treated  it  with  liberality,  and  yet  with  circumfpeftion : 
but  many  perfons  will  differ  from  you  in  fome 
points.* 

I  fhall  be  very  happy  in  having  an  opportunity  of 
being  of  fervice  to  your  fon  by  any  advice  I  can  give 
him;  and  I  much  approve  your  conduct  in  leaving 
him  to  fix  upon  a  profeffion  for  himfelf.    I  fear  no 
great  liberality  in  church  matters  is  to  he  ex-peeled 
at  prefent.    The  efforts,  however,  of  individuals  are 
of  ufe  j  and  I  am  happy  in  having  borne  my'tefti- 
mony  to  the  neceffity  of  a  reformation.    My  health 
is  certainly  not  worfe,  and  I  think  I  may  fay  it  is 
better  than  before  I  left  off  all  literary  purfuits.  I 
have  turned  my  thoughts  to  planting,  and  the  cultt- 


*  The  principle  which  Dr.  Percival  lays  down,  is  the  fol- 
lowing:— "  The  moral  obligation  to  pay  taxes  refults  from  the 
"  allegtance  due  to  the  fovereign  power,  for  the  protection 
"  which  it  affords  to  life,  liberty,  and  property ;  and  for  the  energy 
"  which  it  exerts  in  the  promotion  of  order,  induftry,  virtue,  ami 
"  happiaefs." 
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vation  of  an  improveable  eftate ;  that  I  may  thereby 
be  induced  to  be  much  in  the  open  air,  which  I  flat- 
ter myfelf  I  (hall  find  Angularly  beneficial  to  me." 


No.  XXXI. 

From  the  Rev.  T.  Buagess,  C.C.C.  Oxford^  (now 
Bijhop  of  St.  David's  J  to  Dr.  Percival. 

"  March  is  1789. 

"  I  AM  aftiamed  of  not  having  written  to  you 
before,  to  thank  you  for  the  account  of  the  Sunday 
Schools  at  Manchefter,  which  you  were  fo  obliging  as 
to  fend  me  at  Salifbury.  It  gave  me  great  pleafure 
to  fee  the  flourilhing  ftate  of  thofe  fchools  j  and  it 
does  infinite  honour  to  thofe  friends  of  the  poor 
who  have  been  inftrumental  to  the  fupport  and  fuc- 
cefs  of  fuch  inftitutions,  I  have  another  fubjeft  of 
humanity,  to  confult  you  about,  in  which  I  know  you 
are  interefted.  I  have  been  employed  fome  time  in 
printing  fome  <  Confiderations  on  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery  and  the  Slave  Trade  j *  in  which  I  have  occa- 
fion,amongft  other  things,  to  controvert  the  commonly 
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alleged  incapacity  of  the  negroes  for  intelleftual  im- 
provement.   Our  friend,  Mr.   fhewed  me  the 

other  day  an  account  of  that  extraordinary  exertion, 
I  not  fay  of  memory,  but  of  abftraft  reafoning  in 
the  Maryland  negro,  which  you  fent  him.  As  it  is 
a  fact  which  I  had  before  feen  in  the  newfpapers,  and 
I  have  made  ufe  of  it,  will  you  permit  me  to  mention 
your  authority  for  it,  as  received  from  Dr.  Rum  ? 
As  I  hope  to  get  my  «  Conflderations,  out  of  the 
the  prefs  next  week,  you  will  much  oblige  me  by 
giving  me  a  few  lines  by  the  return  of  pott." 


No.  XXXII. 

From  Dr.  Percifal  to  the  Rev.  T.  Burgess,- 

"  Manchcjler,  March -5,  1789. 

"  IT  affords  me  cordial  pleafure,  that  you$  fpirited 
and  claffical  pen  is  now-  employed  in  the  interefting 
caufe  of  juftice  and  humanity.  I  fhall  be  impatient 
to  fee  your  '  Confiderations  on  the  Abolition  of 
*  Slavery  and  the  Slave  Trade;'  and  as  it  is  probable 
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that  Mr.  has  given  you  only  an  abridged  ac- 
count of  the  extraordinary  Maryland  negro;  the  full 
nan-alive  fnaii  be  enclofed.  Of  its  authenticity  I 
jhave  no  doubt,  as  I  know  Dr.  Rufii  to  be  a  man  of 
.obfervatiou  asd  probity;  and  we  have  now  a  gentle- 
Hiaa  .ia3Iariche.fter  who  has  feen  and  converfed  with 
the  Have,  and  who  confirms  the  account  which  has 
been  given  of  him.  The  contefts  about  the  regency 
have  hitherto  abforbed  the  public  attention;  but  the 
happy  re-eftablifhment  of  his  Majefty's  health,  I  truft, 
will  foon  reftore  parliamentary  bufinefs  to  its  ufual 
courfe ;  and  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  will,  in  a 
month  or  two,  refume  the  fubjeii:  of  the  African 
Slave  Trade.  In  a  letter,  dated  Jan.  22,  from  the 
Biftiop  of  London,  his  Lordfhip  fays  to  me,  c  had  the 
*  prefent  miniftry  continued,  I  mould  have  entertained 
«  the  mod  fanguine  hopes  of  fuccefs,'  The  prefent 
miniftry,  it  is  now  probable,  will  be  continued;  and 
I  heartily  pray  that  this  excellent  prelate's  fanguine 
hopes  may  be  realized.  The  Marquis  of  Lanfdown 
informs  me,  he  has  heard  the  beft  officers  of  England 
and  France  fay,  that  both  nations  loje  as  many  failors 
as  they  make  in  the  Weft-Indies. 

"  I  am  now  engaged  in  the  perufol  of  Mr.  How- 
ard's *  Account  of  the  Lazarettos,  Prifor.s,  and  Hos- 
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'  pitals,  in  Europe,'  which  is  juft  come  from  the  pref's 
in  Warrington,  and  of  which  he  has  favoured  me 
with  a  copy.    Concerning  Malta,  he  fays,  <  the 
'  knights  being  fworn  to  make  perpetual  war  againft 
1  the  Turks,  carry  off  by  piracy  many  of  the  pea- 
'  fants,  fiftiermen,  and  failors,  from  the  Barbary  coaft. 
c  How  dreadful !  (he  adds)  that  thofe  who  glory  in 
4  bearing  on  their  breafts  the  fign  of  the  Prince  of 
'  Peace,  mould  harbour  fuch  malignant  difpofitions 
'  againft  their  fellow-creatures,  and  by  their  own 
£  c.\;imple  encourage  piracy  in  the  ftates  of  Bar- 
'  bary.'    I  wim  you  could  take  fome  notice  in  your 
work  of  the  flavery  which  ftill   virtually  fubfifts 
amongfl  the  colliers  and  falters  of  Scotland,  though 
nominally  abolifhed  by  the  15th  of  Geo.  III.    In  a 
letter  to  our  Committee,  Dr.  Anderfon  afferts,  that 
the  labour  in  a  coal  mine  is  at  lead  three  times  more 
expenfive  than  any  other  common  work  in  the  dis- 
trict where  they  refide  ;  and  that  it  is  nearly  twice  asv 
high  as  the  labour  of  freemen  in  other  coal  mines. 

Have  you  feen  a  fpirited  performance  on  the  fub- 
je&  of  the  Slave  Trade,  fuppofed  to  be  written  by 
the  Marquis  de  Condorcet  ?  Madame  Neckar  has 
tranflated  and  circulated  in  France  feveral  of  the  mod 
interefttng  Ei.'glifh  tracts  on  this  fubjeft. 
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<c  I  have  troubled  you  with  a  longer  letter  than  it 
was  my  intention  when  I  fat  down  j  and  I  (hall  now 
relieve  you  by  an  allurance,  &c." 

No.  XXXIII. 
From  Madame  Neckar  to  Dr.  Percival. 

"  Ver  failles,  March  9,  1789. 
;<  I  RECEIVED,  Sir,  in  the  month  of  February 
the  two  excellent  works*  which  youfent  me  in  Octo- 
ber. Accuftomed  to  pay  the  greatefl:  refpect  to  your 
talents  and  to  your  labours,  I  rejoice  at  the  new  fer- 
vice  which  you  have  rendered  to  humanity,  and  I 
have  already  experienced  in  the  perufal  of  your  books' 
much  pleafure  and  entertainment.  It  would  not  be 
poflible  for  me,  confidering  the  little  time  I  have  to 
difpofe  of,  to  fend  you  any  remarks  upon  that  variety 
of  topics  which  you  have  treated  in  your  two  volumes. 
You  have  the  art  of  thinking  for  yourfelf,  and  of 
exciting  your  readers  to  think;  of  touching  upon 
fubjefts  which  intereft  mankind  both  individually  and 

*  "Moral  and  Literary  Di/Tertations,"    and    "A  Father's 
P  Inftrutfions." 
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colle&ively.  I  have  read,  in  particular,  with  a  plea- 
fare  which  I  have  not  a  long  time  felt,  your  piece 
*  On  the  Affociation  of  Ideas and  I  /hall  often  again 
perufe  it  in  the  courfe  of  my  life,  even  though  it 
fhould  not  be  of  long  duration.  It  feems  to  me  that 
your  ingenious  metaphyfics  have  revealed  to  us  fome 
new  fecrets  of  virtue. 

"  Your  wifh.es  for  the  fuppre/Tion  of  the  Trade  in 
Negroes  are  not  more  ardent  than  mine.  The  Englifli 
have  written  many  treatifes  upon  this  fubjeft,  and 
nothing,  I  think,  ever  did  more  honour  to  their  na- 
tion.   But  a  general  concurrence  of  all  the  European 
powers  being  wanting  to  effectuate  the  abolition,  the 
wiflies  of  individuals  have  hitherto  been  rendered 
fruitlefs.    I  can  anfwer  for  the  heart  of  M.  Neckar; 
a  heart  which  embraces  the  whole  human  race,  and 
which  knows  no  greater  felicity  upon  earth,  than  that 
of  contributing  to  make  their  lot  more  comfortable. 
But  he  mud  endeavour  to  give  a  confiftency  to  his 
various  duties,  and  confider  the  good  of  France  before 
that  of  Africa.    For  my  own  part,  ^who  judge  of 
things  only  by  fentiment,  and  am  accountable  only  to 
my  own  heart,  I  turn  my  thoughts  inceffantly  to- 
wards a  revolution,  without  which  it  appears  to  nie, 
we  can  never  hope  to  be  Chriftians,  or  even  to  be  men. 


f 
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"  Go  on>  generous  Engljfli,  to  fet  the  example  of 
all  the  good  which  is  done  in  the  world!  and  may 
we  be  always  your  rivals,  and  never  your  enemies 
I  know  enough  of  the  Engliih  to  admire  you,  but  not 
enough  of  your  language  to  enable  me  adequately  to 
tell  you  fo.    I  am  now  at  Verfailles,  &c.  &c. 

"  C.  de  Nas  Neckar. 


No.  XXXIV. 
From  Dr.  Percival  to  Madame  Neckar. 

"  Manchefler,  1789. 
"  I  CANNOT  decline  the  opportunity  which  my 
friend  M.  ***  affords  me,  of  conveying  to  you  through 
h,ra  my  moft  g^teful  acknowledgments   for  the 
honour  of  your  letter  dated  March.    Your  appro- 
bation  of  the  little  works  which  I  took,  the  liberty  of 
fending  to  you,  is  highly  flattering  to  me.    ***  1 
cordially  congratulate  you  on  the  great  changes  which 
arc  now,  I  truft,  accomplished  in  France;  and  to 
which  M.  Neckar's  excellent  writings  and  patriotic 
adm.mftration  have  powerfully  contributed.  Your 

country  now  prefents  the  moflinterefling  and  augufl 
W  ever  exhibited  on  the  theatre  of  the  world;  and 

VOL.  J.  , 
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I  hope  no  clouds  will  arife  to  obfcure  the  brightness 
of  the  profpeft  which  is  before  you. 

"  Permit  me  again  to  follcit  your  influence  with 
M.  Neckar,  in  behalf  of  the  Negroes.    The  terms 
in  which  you  (late  his  comparative  obligations  to- 
wards France  and  Africa,  are  not,  perhaps,  ftriftly 
accurate.    A  great  Mintfler  is  refponfible  for  the 
honour  and  probity  of  the  people  whofe  affairs  he 
dire&s  ;  and  no  end,  however  defirable,  ought  to  be 
purfued  by  unjuflifiable  means.    But  in  nations,  as 
well  as  individuals,  there  exifts  a  high  and  magnani- 
mous, as  well  as  a  fordid  and  ignoble,  interefl;  and 
whenever  thefe  are  in  competition,  there  can  aflu- 
redly  be  no  doubt  about  the  preference.  With 
regard  to  the  infamous  trade  in  the  lives  and  liberties 
of  our  fellow-creatures,  I  trull  it  will  appear,  that 
policy  and  profit  are  light  in  the  balance  againft 
juftice  and  humanity  ;  and  that  they  will  befides, 
'    eventually,  on  a  more  enlarged  view,  be  found  per- 
fectly compatible.  *  *  *    I  beg  leave  to  offer  my 
refpe&ful  compliments  to  M.  Neckar,  and  my  fmcere 
wiflies  that  the  health  and  life  of  one  fo  invaluable  to 
his  country  and  to  mankind  may  long  be  prefcrved. 

«  With  the  greateft  efteem  and  regard,  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  &c." 
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No.  XXXV. 
From  Dr.  Percival  to  the  Rev.  T.  B.  Percival. 

"  Manchejler,  Feb.  1790. 
"  YOUR  letter  was  not  delivered  to  me  till  we 
were  jult  about  to  fet  down  to  dinner,  and  beino- 

o 

engaged  with  company,  I  could  not  comply  with  your 
requeft  to  anfwer  it  by  return  of  poft.  *  *  *  You 
enquire  my  opinion  concerning  the  requifition  from 
Chefler.*    As  to  yourfelf,  I  am  allured,  that  on  the 
prefent,  and  on  every  occafion,  you  will  aft  as  be- 
comes a  man  of  honour 'and  integrity.    Let  your 
udgment  be  unbiased  either  by  a  regard  to  private 
ntereft,  or  by  that  which  too  often  influences  good 
nipds— 1*  efprit  du  corps.    You  are  called  upon  to 
jive  a  decifion  in  a  caufe  which  afFefts  the  rights  and 
'rivileges  of  nearly  three  millions  of  your  fellow 
:hriflians;  and  as  '  he  who  allows  oppreffion,  lhares 
the  crime,'  it  behoves  you  to  confider  well,  whether 

•  Requifition  for  a  Meeting  0f  the  Clergy  of  the  Ckurch  of 
ngland,  to  prepare  a  Counter-Petition  to  the  Legiflature,  againft 
>-  DuTenters,  ,n  favour  of  the  Corporation  and  Teft  Ate. 

1  2 


clxiv 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Diflent  from  the  Church  of  England  can  juflify  the 
disfranchifement  of  fo  large  a  body  of  citizens.  To 
me  it  appears  to  derogate  from  the  dignity  and  re- 
fpeftability  of  an  ecclefiaftical  eftablifhment,  which 
has  for  its  head  and  proteftor  the  Supreme  Magis- 
trate of  the  country;  which  compofes,  by  its  Bifliops, 
a  part  of  the  Legiflature ;  which  is  fanftioned  by  the 
mod;  folemn  laws;  and  which  is  fupported  by  large 
revenues  and  appropriate  honours  ;  to  feek  for  its 
defence  by  a  degradation  and  oppreffion  of  thofe  who 
are  not  within  the  pale  of  its  communion. 

"  The  Teft  Aft,  when  framed,  was  not  defigned  to 
aft  againft  Proteftant  Non-eon  formifts ;  from  whom 
no  danger,  either  to  the  Church  or  State,  was  then 
apprehended.    Is  it  therefore  reafonabk  now  to  take 
the  alarm ;  or  jujlifiable,  on  account  of  imaginary 
fears,  to  inflift  real  evils  on  fellow-Proteftants  and 
fellow-fubjefts  ?     If  dangers  {hall  hereafter  occur, 
(which  Gob  forbid!)  they  may  eafily  and  honourabl 
be  provided  againft  by  a  new  Teft  Law,  or  by  othe 
means  which  the  circumftances  of  the  times  (hal 
fuggeft,  or  the  wifdom  of  the  legiflature  devife.  Th 
Corporation  Aft  was  a  part  of  that  fyftem  of  perfe 
cution,  renewed  againft  the  Non-conformifts  unde 
the  fecond  Charles;  who,  as  Mr.  Hume  obferve 
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<  eluded  and  violated  all  his  promifes,  in  the  declara- 
4  tion  of  Breda,  of  a  liberty  to  tender  confciences, 

*  and  that  no  man  Ihould  be  difquieted  or  called  in  - 

*  qneftion  in  matters  of  religion  which  do  not  difturb 
c  the  peace  of  the  kingdom.'  To  perpetuate,  there- 
fore, what  originated  in  falfhood,  injuftice,  and  des- 
potifm,  cannot,  I  think,  be  confident  with  the  true 
principles  of  a  Church,  which  I  have  always  thought, 
and  which  is  univerfally  acknowledged,  to  be  the  moft 
liberal  in  Chriftendom. 

"  An  ecclefiaftical  eftablifliment,  which  claims  an 
intimate  alliance  with  the  ftate,  feems  to  be  pecu- 
liarly bound  to  promote  the  purity  of  the  laws  ;  to 
purge  them  from  all  injuftice,  and  to  aid  the  civil 
magiftrate  in  being  a  terror  to  evil  doers,  and  a 
friend  and  prote&or  of  thofe  who  do  well.  The 
maxim  which  Cicero  puts  into  the  mouth  of  Scipio, 
may  with  Mill  greater  propriety  be  adopted  by  a 
Chriftian  church,  <  hoc  modo,  falfum  effe  Mud  fine 
'  injuria  non  pop  ;  fed  hoc  veri  primum  fine  fumma 
'  juftitid  rempublkam  regi  non  pofe.'  It  is  not 
fufficient,  either  in  civil  or  religious  policy,  that  the 
end  purfued  be  good  ;  the  means  alfo  to  be  employed 
for  its  attainment  muft  be  fair  and  honourable. 
But  I  will  not  enlarge  further  upon  the  fubjecl. 
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Weigh  it  well.  Confult  ****  ;  and  however  little 
import  your  decifion  may  be  in  the  general  award, 
to  your  own  mind  it  will  be  of  the  moll  ferious  con- 
fequence,  that  it  fliould  be  confonant  to  wifdom  and 
rectitude." 


No.  XXXVI. 

From  Dr.  Tercival  to  the  Bishop  of  Landaff. 

"  THE  very  obliging  letter  with  which  your 
Lordfliip  indulged  me,  merited  a  more  early  acknow- 
ledgment. I  thank  you  for  the  friendly  advice  to 
my  fon*  which  it  contains;  and  I  entirely  concur 
with  you  in  opinion,  that  his  time  may  be  more 
ufefully  employed  than  in  the  ftudy  of  Oriental 
literature.  He  is  now  gone  to  Oxford,  and  will  pro- 
ceed from  thence  to  London.     *  *  *  * 

"  I  am  now  fatisfled  that  he  has  chofen  the  pro- 
feflion  beft  adapted  to  his  genius  and  difpofition. 
Our  friend,  Mr.  Hornby,!  gives  me  the  pleafing 
aflurance  that  he  is  likely  to  become  an  ornament  to 

*  The  Rev.  T.  B.  Percival. 

t  The  Rer.  Geoffry  Hornby,  of  Winwick,  in  Lancafliire; 
under  whom  Mr.  Percival  at  that  time  held  a  curacy. 
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it ;  and  fpeaks  in  the  higheft  terms  of  his  exemplary 
conduct.  That  his  abilities  in  the  pulpit  are  approved, 
may  be  prefumed  from  his  having  been  invited  to 
preach  a  public  charity  fermon  in  Manchefter, 
though  fo  young  a  man,  and  in  the  loweft  clerical 
order;  and  from  another  invitation  of  the  fame 
kind,  to  deliver  the  anniverfary  difcourfe  at  Liver- 
pool, for  the  benefit  of  the  Infirmary  and  Lunatic 
Hofpital. 

Of  the  feveral  pamphlets  which  you  mention  in 
your  letter,  I  have  read  with  the  higheft  fatisfa&ion 
thofe  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  and  of  a  Confident 
Proteftant.    The  latter,  if  I  miftake  not,  has  yet 
been  unanfwered,  and,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  indeed 
unanfwerable :    it  is  a  model  for  all  polemical 
writers,  and  if  followed,  the  odium  theologicum  would 
foon  be  at  an  end.    Next  week  I  expect  a  vifit  from 
my  friend  Dr.  Prieftley,  to  whom  I  mall  particularly 
recommend  the  perufal  of  the  paragraph,  page  no; 
becaufe,  I  think,  he  is  too  fond  of 4  the  petty  artil- 
«  lery  of  controverfy.*    In  religious  debates,  Gofpel 
meeknefs  and  charity  are  no  lefs  requifite,  than  Gofpel 
plainnefs  and  fincerity. 

"  Has  your  Lordfliip  feen  the  laft  volume  of  the 
Memoirs  of  our  Literary  Society  ?    I  hear  it  is  well 
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fpoken  of.— My  fecond  fon,  who  is  now  at  Edin- 
burgh, and  often  vifits  Lord  Monboddo,  fays,  that 
his  Lordfhip  is  greatly  delighted  with  M.  Chevalier, 
a  French  gentleman,  who  has  lately  been  his  gueft, 
who  fpeaks  Greek  fluently,  and  has  afcertained  to 
his  complete  fatisfaclion  the  a&ual  fcite  of  Troy. 

"  The  Bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Protefting  Catholic 
Diflenters  appears  to  be  framed  upon  conditions  and 
under  reflri&ions  difcreditable  to  our  Legiflature  at 
this  enlightened  period.    The  provifo  that  the  Aft 
ftiall  not  extend  to  perfons  writhi*  againft  the  Trinity, 
Mr.  Berrington  told  me,  very  much  furprized  him. 
If  fome  Clarke  or  Calvin  mail  hereafter  arife  as  refor- 
mers amongft  ihe  Romanifts,  our  laws  will  filence 
them  by  penalties  and  punifhments  fit  only  to  be 
inflifted  by  inquifitors.    If  I  remember  right,  my 
Lord  Mansfield  made  a  diftin&ion  (in  the  caufe  of 
the  DifTenter  v/ho  was  fined  for  not  ferving  the 
office  of  Sheriff)  between  the  difcuffion  and  the  re- 
viling of  religion.    The  former  Chrifiianity  enjoins ; 
the  latter  is  an  offence  againft  decency  and  good 
order,  and  perhaps  not  to  be  tolerated.    Yet  the 
civil  magiftrate  who  interferes  even  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
engages  in  what  is  peculiarly  delicate  and  perilous. 
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No.  XXXVII. 

From  the  Bishop  of  Landaff  to  Dr.  Perch* al. 

"  Calgarth,  May  n,  179 1. 

(t  DIRECTING  a  letter  for  Col.  Townley  to 
you,  puts  me  in  mind  of  my  omiffion  in  not  anfwering 
your  laft  letter.  I  received  it  at  this  place,  and  con- 
fequently  had  no  opportunity  of  fhewing  any  atten- 
tion to  your  fon  in  London.  I  am  fo  totally  taken 
up  with  improving  an  eftate  and  building  a  houfe, 
that  I  have  no  leifure  for  literary  purfuits  j  and  begin 
to  think  that  the  preceding  part  of  my  life  has  been^ 
mifemployed.  In  this  retirement,  however,  I-  have 
read  both  Dr.  Prieftley's  and  Mr.  Paine's  anfwers  to 
Mr.  Burke  ;  and  admire  them  both.  The  bulk  of 
the  people  in  England  will  admire  Mr.  Burke's  prin- 
ciples, for  they  have  a  cafl  of  Toryifm  in  them  j 
and  the  general  run  of  readers  have  little  and  con- 
fufed  fentiments  concerning  their  natural  or  civil 
rights.    My  health  is  better  than  it  ufed  to  be,  &c.M 
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No.  xxxvm. 

From  Dr.  Percifal  to  *  *  *jf 

"  March  1791. 
"  WHAT  a  lofs  have  we  fuftained,  my  dear 
friend  and  fellow-mourner !    The  fatal  ftroke  which 
has  deprived  us  of  one  fo  valued,  and  fo  ineftimably 
valuable,  will  be  deeply  felt  by  each  of  us,  long  after 
the  turbulent  emotions  of  grief  have  fubfided.  I 
truft  a  friendship  that  has  been  fo  ftrong  and  perma- 
nent, will  fubfift  beyond  the  grave ;  and  that  we 
fliall  not  only  recognize  the  object  of  our  tender 
regard,  but  enjoy,  in  a  more  perfect  and  increafing 
degree,  all  the  reciprocations  of  love.    Time  feems, 
indeed,  to  fupprefs  fome  of  the  finefl:  moral  fentiments 
of  the  heart.    But  the  ceffation  of  an  energy  is  not 
its  extinction  ;  and  it  may  be  renewed  in  full  vigour 
by  the  reftoraiion  of  the  exifting  caufe  which  firft 
called  it  forth.    Of  the  truth  of  this  opinion,  fo  inte- 
jc fling  to  our  wifhes,  we  have  fome  proof  in  occur- 

f  O11  occafion  of  the  Death  of  a  much-valued  Female  Friend- 
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rences  during  the  prefent  life.  The  dear  companion 
of  our  youth,  whom  we  had  forgotten,  through  the 
lapfe  of  years,  we  meet  again  by  fome  happy  incident 
•with  inexpreffible  delight  j  and  find  that  our  affection 
ftill  exifts  without  abatement.  In  the  world  of  fpirits, 
it.  is  probable,  that  our  mental  conflitution  will  remain 
unchanged  in  its  effence,  though  advancing  to  higher 
and  higher  degrees  of  perfection ;  and  as  the  inter- 
courfe  of  a  finite  being  can  never  be  infinite,  it  may 
be  prefumed,  that  there  mufl:  always  fubfift  gra- 
dations in  our  moral  fympathies.  Nor  is  partial 
affection  inconfiftent  with  general  benevolence.  It  is 
the  centre  from  which  myriads  of  radii  may  proceed, 
extending  to  a  wider  and  wider  circumference,  as  our 
knowledge  advances  of  the  intelligent  creation  of 
God.  For  love  is  capable  of  indefinite  augmentation ; 
it  is  a  flame,  which,  the- further  it  illuminates,  be- 
comes  more  warm  and  bright  to  the  objects  which 
are  nearer  to  it. 

"  In  our  tender  recollections  of  a  departed  friend, 
there  feems  to  be  fome  anticipation  of  that  more 
refined  intercourfe  which  we  are  to  enjoy  with  him 
hereafter.  His  infirmities  are  forgotten ;  all  caprice 
and  jealoufy  ceafe ;  and  we  remember  only  his  vir- 
tues and  his  offices  of  love.     May  fuch  be  the 
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renewal  of  our  fociety  with  the-obje&  whom  we  now 

'  lament  j  and  may  this  rupture  in  the  chain  of  friend- 

fliip  draw  clofer  the  links  which  ftill  remain." 
****** 

No.  XXXIX. 
From  the  Same  to  the  Same. 

"  Manchejler,  April  25,  1791. 

"  TO  enjoy  your  correfponde'nce,  is  a  privilege 
which  I  prize  highly  at  all  times  j  but  I  am  not  fb 
felfifh  as  to  wifh  for  it  when  inconfiftent  with  your 
important  and  neceffary  avocations.  It  affords  me 
cordial  (atisfa&ion  to  find  that  you  reject,  with  firm- 
nefs  and  confidence  the  doctrine  of  Materialifra  j  fo 
far  at  leafl  as  it  includes  the  natural  mortality  of  the 
human  mind.  Whether  the  foul  be  fpirit,  or  fome 
unknown  fpecies  of  matter,  I  am  not  folicitous  to 
determine ;  but  that  it  is  ;i  principle  diftinct  from  the 
organization  of  the  brain,  and  originally  conftituted 
for  endlefs  exiftence,  I  ftedfaftly  believe  j  and  would 
not  change  the  conviction  for  all  that  philofophy  can 
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boaft,  or  the  acuteft  metaphyfics.  fupply.    I  lament 
that  the  miftaken  zeal  of  Dr.  Frieftley,  for  the  honour 
and  intereft  of  Chriftianity,  has  led  him  to  reject  every 
evidence  for  a  future  Mate,  but  that  which  is  merely 
hiftorical,  the  refurrettion  of  our  Saviour  from  the 
dead.    Though  I  ferioufly  believe  in  the  truth  of 
the  Gofpel,  I  freely  confefs  that  fuch  evidence  would 
have  been  infufHcient  to  fatisfy  my  doubts,  if  I  had 
conceived  that  the  life  and  immortality  brought  to 
light  were  repugnant,  as  my  friend  afferts,  to  every 
analogy  of  creation,  and  every  difcovery  of  uninfpired 
reafon.    The  revelation  of  Christ  I  regard  as  a 
difplay  of  the  perfection  of  human  intelligence,  as 
evincing  what  was  before  feen  darkly,  the  fublimity 
of  our  expectations,  and  the  eternal  duration  and  im- 
provement of  our  created  powers.    This  confonance 
of  revelation  with  reafon,  of  the  religion  of  the  Gofpel 
with  that  of  nature,  alfords  an  internal  evidence  of 
its  verity,  more  clear  and  forcible  than  all  the  miracles 
which  are  recorded,  or  all  the  teftimonies  adduced,  of 
their  notoriety. — But  this  topic  fuits  not  the  narrow 
bounds  of  a  letter  j  and  I  muft  haften  to  thank 
you,  &c." 
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No.  XL. 

From  Dr.  Percival  to  Dr.  Haygarth. 

"  Mancbejier,  1793. 

"  THE  publication  of  your  "  Sketch"  I  have  not 
yet  feen  announced  in  the  papers.  ****  is  a  very 
honefl  man,  but  he  will  (land  in  need  of  an  occafional 
fpur  to  his  exertions.  The  delay  in  the  conveyance 
of  your  work  was  mortifying ;  and  I  lament  that  the 
public  is  now  fo  fully  and  folicitoufiy  engaged  in  the 
great  political  events  of  Europe,  as  to  be  Iefs  likely 
to  pay  due  regard  to  your  important  propofals.* 
However  you  will  have  executed  the  office  of  a  wife 
and  patriotic  citizen  ;  and  the  time,  I  truft,  will  come, 
when  the  merits  of  your  plan  will  command  general 
efteem,  and  fecure  its  adoption. 

"  I  have  thanks  to  return  you,  for  having  firfl 
recommended  to  my  notice  M.  Neckar's  productions. 

*  Propofals  for  exterminating  the  Small-Pox. 
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All  his  works  I  have  fucceffively  read,  with  great 
attention  and  fatisfa&ion.  His  Effay  on  the  Execu- 
tive Power,  I  procured  nearly  twelve  months  ago. 
It  contains  much  interefting  matter ;  and  I  am  in- 
clined to  coincide  with  the  author's  opinions  in  mod 
points  that  are  eflential.  But  M.  Neckar,  like  all 
foreigners  who  have  written  upon  our  Conflitution, 
confound  its  theory  with  the  actual  practice.  In 
generals  it  is  excellent  in  both,  but  in  particulars  an 
oppofition  often  fubfifts  between  them.  Thus,  in 
theory,  the  three  ejlates3  according  to  Locke,  Somers, 
Montefquieu,  Blackftone,  &c.  are  independent ;  but 
in  practice  they  are  otherwife.  In  theory,  the  King's 
prerogative  is  limited  by  law  j  in  practice,  influence 
(the  modern  fubflitute  for  prerogative)  is  indefinitely 
extended,  and  rapidly  increafing.  In  theory,  the 
people  fpeak  through  their  reprefentatives ;  in  prac- 
tice, this  reprefentation  is  imperfect  ;  and  through 
this  imperfection,  a  fourth  eftate,  as  it  were,  has  been 
created,  not  recognized  by  the  Conflitution.  In  the- 
ory, the  King  is  wifely  inverted  with  a  negative  power, 
relative  to  thofe  laws  which  he  is  to  execute.  But 
time,  the  greateft  of  all  innovators,  (as  Lord  Bacon 
expreffes  it,)  feems  to  have  virtually  fet  afide  this 
prerogative,  and  eflablifhed  a  fubflitute  injurious  to 
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morals,  and  unfavourable  to  happtnefs.  In  theory, 
the  King  himfelf  can  do  no  wrong,  for  he  is  coun- 
felled,  and  a&s  by  his  Minifters  ;  and  it  is  reafonable 
that  they  mould  therefore  be  refponfible.  Look 
back,  however,  to  the  adminiftration  of  Sir  Robert 
Walpole,  and  of  many  of  his  fucceflbrs,  and  this  re- 
fponfibility  will  hardly  appear  practically  to  exift:  but 
the  fubject  is  too  copious  for  a  letter.  I  am  equally 
with  you  a  zealous  lover  of  my  country,  and  a  warm 
admirer  of  its  form  of  government,  which  I  would 
not  have  exchanged  for  any  other,  either  conceived 
or  eftabliflied,  in  the  world.  My  folicitude  is  for  the 
fecurity  of  what  is  fo  invaluable,  by  the  reformation 
of  abufes,  and  by  reftoring  to  each  eflate  its  true  dig- 
nity, independence,  and  efficiency.  We  mould  re- 
member alfo,  that  the  human  mind,  in  nations  as  well 
as  individuals,  is  progreffive;  that  to  promote  this 
progrefs  is  one  of  the  mofl:  important  objects  of -the 
ibcial  union  ;  and  that  political  improvements  fliould 
therefore  proceed  in  a  gentle  pace,  but  always  pro- 
portionate to  fuch  advancement.  Happy  would  it 
have  been  for  the  wretched  and  diffracted  country  of 
France,  if  the  wife  and  temperate  counfels  of  M. 
Neckar  had  been  properly  regarded  by  its  unfortu- 
nate k'ng,  and  ftill  more  unfortunate  people. 
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No.  XLI. 


From  the  Same  to  the  Same. 


"  Manchejler,  1793. 

"  THOUGH  writing  renews  emotions  which  it 
is  my  ftudy  and  duty  to  calm,  yet  I  cannot,  and 
indeed  ought  not  to  forbear  the  return  of  my  moft 
grateful  acknowledgments  for  your  kind  and  confola. 
tory  letter.    The  fympathy  of  friendfhip  is  a  healing 
balm  to  forrow;   and  you  have  fuperadded  confi- 
derations  of  acquiefcence,  equally  dire&ed  to  the 
undemanding  and  the  heart.    I  am  fully  fenfible  of 
their  value  and  their  force,  and  through  the  goodnefs 
of  God,  my  mind  has  been  fupported  with  tolerable 
firmnefs  in  this  trying  difpenfation.    Neither  has  my 
health  been  much  impaired,  excepting  for  a  few  days 
only  j  for  happily  I  was  uncommonly  well  during 
feveral  weeks  before  the  melancholy  event  of  my 
fon's  death.    At  the  fame  period  too,  ***  had  juft 
recovered  from  a  moft  fevere  and  alarming  fit  of  afthma. 
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From  St.  Peterfburgh  alfo,  at  this  critical  jun&ure, 
we'  received  with  extraordinary  expedition,  (by  one 
of  the  King's  menengers,)  two  letters,  announcing 
the  tidings  of  ray  eldefl  fon's  conyalefcence,  and  that 
he  was  to  perform  divine  fervice  on  the  following 
Sunday.  In  judgment,  therefore,  we  experienced 
mercy;  and  I  feel  devoutly  thankful  to  that  Being 
who  gives  and  takes  away  in  love. 

The  origin  of  evil,  to  which  you  refer  as  a  diffi- 
culty, appears  to  be  fuch  only,  through  the  adoption 
of  an  improper  term.    Of  thofe  phylical  operations 
that  are  denominated  evil,  we  know  not  the  finaj 
.caufe ;  and  from  the  prevalence  of  harmony  and  good 
cognizable  by  us,  we  are  warranted  from  analogy  to 
conclude,  that  all  is  harmonious  and  good.  Abfolute 
phyfical  evil,  therefore,  has  probably  no  exiftence  in 
the  univerfe.    And  if  the  world  which  we  inhabit  be 
regarded  in  a  relative  view,  not  as  the  portion  of  a 
great  fyftem,  but  as  the  theatre  of  adtion  to  man,  the 
unceafmg  and  uniform  operation  of  general  laws  will 
be  found  eflential  to  theexercifeof  his  rational  powers, 
and  to  his  comfort,  advancement,  and  well-being  in 
life.    Were  the  ftate  of  things  changed,  there  could 
be  no  inveftigation,  no  forecaft,  no  certainty  either 
of  expectation  or  enjoyment. 
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Moral  evil  is  an  improper  term  for  imperfe&ion, 
that  imperfection  which  is  inherent  in  every  finite 
being.    This  life  is  the  commencement  of  an  immortal 
exiftence ;  it  is  the  fchool  of  our  infancy,  where  we 
are  to  be  trained  and  difciplined ;  where  folly  is  to 
be  corrected,  weaknefs  ffrengthened,  knowledge  ac- 
quired, and  virtuous  habits  eftablifhed.    It  is  proba- 
ble, that  through  all  eternity  the  powers  and  faculties 
of  man  will  be  progreffive;  and  that  as  his  fphere 
enlarges,  his  talents  will  be  more  and  more  exercifed ; 
yet  ftill  perhaps  liable  to  occafional  obftacles  and 
deviations  j  for  the  Deity  alone  is  perfect  and  un- 
erring in  all  his  ways." 


The  event  which  forms  the  fubjeft  of  the  laft  letter, 
was  one  of  the  moll  afflictive  which  human  nature  is 
called  to  Main.  It  was  the  death  of  a  beloved  fon,* 
whofe  endowments  had  raifed  high  and  merited  ex- 
peclations  of  future  diftindion,  juft  at  the  period  of 
completing  the  courfe  of  a  liberal  education.  He 

•  James  Percival,  the  fecond  fon  of  the  fubjeel  of  this  narrate, 
see  Appendix  F. 
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fell  a  facrifice,  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  his  age, 
(February  25th,  1793,)  to  a  malignant  fever,  which 
he  had  contracted  whilft  profecuting  his  medical  ftudies 
at  the  Univcrfity  of  Edinburgh. 

To  eftimate  the  lofs,  or  defcribe  the  forrow  occa- 
fioned  by  fuch  an  event,  need  not  be  attempted  by 
the  writer  of  thefe  Memoirs.  He  cannot,  however, 
refrain  from  obferving,  in  memory  of  one  fo  deeply 
lamented,  that  indications  of  future  eminence,  more 
flattering  to  the  individual,  or  more  gratifying  to  a 
parent,  than  thofe  which  marked  bis  dawning  talents, 
are  feldom  granted  by  nature  with  equally  indul- 
gent bounty.  The  fincere  and  generous  affe&ions 
of  his  mind  difplayed  at  once  the  faired  charafteriftics 
of  moral  excellence.  His  intercourfe  with  books  and 
with  the  world  had  already  furniflied  him  largely 
with  ufeful  acquifitions ;  whilft  the  value  of  that 
knowledge  was  enhanced  by  the  imprefs  which  it 
received  from  his  own  underftanding.  Nor  was  the 
light  of  genius  wanting  to  give  luftre  to  his  varied 
powers;  his  effays,  both  in  literature  and  fcience, 
gave  affurance,  that  performances  of  no  feeble  merit 
might  be  the  fruit  of  a  riper  period;  and  that  his 
talents,  doomed  as  they  were  to  an  unexpected  grave, 
did  not  perifli  in  untimely  vigour. 
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The  affli&ion  experienced  on  this  melancholy  oc- 
cafion  was  aggravated  by  the  lofs  which  Dr.  Percival 
had  recently  fuftained,  in  the  removal  of  his  eldeft 
fon  to  St.  Peterfburgh,  where  he  refided  as  Chaplain 
to  the  Fa&ory  of  Britifli  Merchants.    Of  his  return 
from  that  diftant  fettlement,  little  expectation  could 
be  indulged  for  many  years;  fo  that  the  fubjecl:  of 
this  narrative  might  feel  himfelf  bereft  on  a  fudden, 
by  thefe  events,  of  his  earlieft  and  mod  valued  hopes. 
But  his  mind  was  open  to  the  confolations  of  reafon  j 
and  he  cheriftied  with  delight  the  animating  refources 
of  his  religion. — The  firfl  purfuit  in  which  he  fought 
relief  from  the  dejection  of  his  mind,  was  the  invefti- 
gation  of  the  interefting  but  difficult  queftion  refpect- 
ing  the  purpofe  of  moral  and  phyfical  evil.  The 
difquifition  which  he  formed  on  that  fubjecl:  with  much 
care  and  deliberation,  befides  its  merit  in  other  refpe&s, 
furniflies  no  light  manifestation  of  the  energy  and  the 
cheerfulnefs  of  his  piety.   It  was  afterwards  publiflied 
by  him,  (in  the  third  part  of  'f  A  Father's  Inftruc- 
"  tions,")  and  entitled,  A  Difcourfe  on  the  Divine 
Permiffion  of  Evil ,  Phyfical  and  Moral. 

Dr.  Percival  occupied  himfelf  foon  afterwards  in 
forming  a  Code  of  Inftitutes^nd  Precepts,  defignedlo 
regulate  the  conduct  of  the  medical  faculty ;  a  work 
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which  he  had  already  commenced,  with  a  view  to 
the  benefit  of  the  fon,  whofe  death  he  was  now  de- 
ploring.   Under  the  title  of  Medical  Jurifprudencs, 
it  was  committed  to  the  prefs ;  not  for  the  immediate 
purpofe  of  publication,  but  in  order  to  diftribute 
copies  of  the  work  to  his  numerous  literary  and  pro- 
,  feffional  friends,  for  the  advantage  of  their  judgment 
and  criticifm.  The  Treat ife  has  fmce  undergone  forae 
improvement  and  confiderable  enlargement,  and  is  at 
prefent  before  the  public,  under  the  more  appropriate 

title  of  Medical  Ethics.  The  following  letters  are 

among  the  number  of  thofe  which  the  author  received 
in  return  for  his  communication  of  the  work,  in  its 
firft  form.  They  are  fele&ed  on  the  prefent  occafion, 
not  becaufe  they  are  more  flattering,  or  pollibly  more 
judicious,  teftimonies  of  its  merit,  than  many  others  j 
but  becaufe  they  proceeded  from  judges  of  acknow- 
ledged abilities ;  the  former,  medical  practitioners  of 
the  flrfl;  eminence;  the  latter,  a  profound  adept  in 
criticifm  and  morals. 
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From  Dr.  Heberden  to  Dr.  Percival. 

"  Wind/or,  Aug.  28, 1794. 

"  IT  is  owing  to  my  diftance  from  London  that  I 
have  not  fooner  made  my  acknowledgments,  and 
returned  my  thanks  for  your  very  obliging  letter. 
Your  being  able  to  refume  the  work  you  had  in 
hand,  makes  me  hope  that  your  good  principles, 
with  the  aid  of  time,  have  greatly  recovered  your 
mind  from  what  you  muft  have  fuffered  on  occafiori 
of  the  great  lofs  in  your  family  ;  and  your  attention 
in  the  profecution  of  it  will  powerfully  aflift  in  per- 
fectly refloring  your  tranquillity.    What  you  have 
already  communicated  to  the  public  with  fo  much 
juft  applaufe,  fhews  you  to  be  peculiarly  well  quali- 
fied for  drawing  up  a  code  of  Medical  Ethics,  by  the 
juft  fenfe  you  have  of  your  duties  as  a  man,  and  by 
the  mafterly  knowledge  of  your  profeffion  as  a  phy- 
fician.    I  hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  the  flieets 
already  printed  come  to  my  hands  j  and  I  return  you 
many  thanks  for  intending  to  favour  me  with,  a  fight; 
of  them. 
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"  The  pleafure  of  a  vifit  from  one  of  Dr.  Hay. 
garths  merit,  whom  I  have  long  known  and 
efteemed,  would  probably  give  me  fpirits,  and  make 
me  think  myfelf  lefs  broken  than  I  am.  I  have 
entered  my  eighty- fifth  year;  and  when  I  retired  a 
few  years  ago  from  the  practice  of  phyfic,  I  trufl:  it 
was  not  with  a  wifli  to  be  idle,  which  no  man  capa- 
ble of  being  ufefully  employed  has  a  right  to  be;  but- 
becaufe  I  was  willing  to  give  over  before  my  prefence 
of  thought,  judgment,  and  recollection  were  fo  im- 
paired, that  I  could  not  do  juftice  to  my  patients? 
It  is  more  defirable  for  a  man  to  dp  this  a  little  top 
foon  than  a  little  too  late ;  for  the  chief  danger  is 
©n  the  fide  of  a  man  not  doing  it  foon  enough." 
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From  the  Same  to  the  Same. 

"  Pall-Mail,  Oa.  15,  1794. 
"  BY  miftake  or  negleft  of  the  perfon  left  in  my 
houfe  in  London,  to  which  I  am  juft  returned,  your 
code  of  Medical  Jurifprudence  had  been  fent  hither 
fome  time  before  I  had  been  made  acquainted  with 
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jt.    I  have  read  it,  and  do  not  wonder  that  nothing 
could  be  found  by  me,  or  by  any  one,  to  add  or  to 
alter,  after  a  work  of  this  kind  had  paffed  through 
the  hands  of  one  fo  much  matter  of  the  fubject,  and 
who  had  taken  no  little  time  to  confider  it,  and  to 
make  the  proper  improvements.    I  am  confident  that 
the  fame  might  be  faid  of  them,  were  I  to  read  the 
two  chapters  that  remain  to  be  finimed.    If  your 
judicious  advice  and  rules  were  duly  obferved,  they 
would  greatly  contribute  to  fupport  the  dignity  of 
the  profellion,  and  the  peace  and  comfort  of  the  pro- 
felTors.    There  has  lately  been  eftablimed  in  feveral 
of  the,  London  hofpitals,  a  plan  of  courfes  of  lectures 
in  all  the  branches  of  knowledge  ufeful  to  a  fludent 
of  phyfic.    Such  plans,  if  rightly  executed,  as  I  have 
no  reafon  to  doubt  they  will  be,  muft  make  London  a 
fchool  of  phyfic  fuperior  to  moft  in  Europe.   The  ex- 
perience afforded  in  an  hofpital  will  keep  down  the  lux- 
riance  of  plaufible  theories.    Many  fuch  have  been 
delivered  in  lectures,  by  celebrated  teachers,  with  great 
applaufej  but  the  ftudents,  though  perfectly  mailers 
of  them,  not  having  corrected  them  with  what  nature 
exhibits  in  an  hofpital,  have  found  themfelves  more  at 
a  lofs  in  the  cure  of  a  patient  than  an  elder  apprentice 
of  an  apothecary.    I  pleafe  myfelf  with  thinking  that 
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the  method  of  teaching  the  art  of  healing  is  becom- 
ing every  day  more  conformable  to  what  reafon  and 
nature  require ;  that  the  errors  introduced  by  fuper. 
ftition  and  falfe  phiiofophy  are  gradually  retreating  < 
and  that  medical  knowledge,  as  well  as  all  other 
dependent  upon  obfervation  and  experience,  is  con- 
tinually increafmg  in  the  world.  The  prefent  race  of 
phyficians  are  poffelTed  .  of  feveral  mod  important 
rules  of  practice,  utterly  unknown  to  the  ableft  in 
former  ages,  not  excepting  Hippocrates  himfelf,  or 
even  iEfculapius." 


No.  XLIV. 


From  Sir  George  Baker,  Bart,  io  Dr.  Percwal. 

"  Jcrmyn-ftreet,  May  9,  1 794 

 "  WHAT  I  have  feen  of  the  Medical  Jurifpru-. 

dence  meets  with  my  entire  approbation  ;  and  I  hope 
you  will  foon  have  time  to  complete  the  whole  work. 
The  dignity  of  Phyfic  cannot  any  where  be  well 
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fupported  without  harmony  and  due-  fubordinatiou 
among  thofe  practitioners  whom  neighbourhood  has 
connected;  nor  can  the  evils  which  arc  apt  to  arife  in 
their  common  intercourfe  be  more  probably  averted 
than  by  the  voluntary  fubfcription  of  the  Faculty  to 
fuch  laws  as  you  have  propofed.  In  our  ftatute  book 
at  the  College  of  Phyficians,  we  have  a  chapter  c  De 
'  Converfatione  Morali,'  fome  parts  of  which  are 
fimilar  to  your  Medical  Jurifprudence;  but  your  laws 
are  fuller  and  more  comprehenlive.  With  refpeft  to 
them,  I  can  truly  fay,  that  I  find  much  to  admire,  and 
nothing  to  criticife. 

"  The  honour*  intended  for  me  will  be  much 
valued ;  (in  Terentian  phrafe,)  £  non  tarn  ob  ipfum 
*  donum  quam  quod  abs  te  datum*  One  may  be  per- 
mitted to  be  proud  of  the  friendlhip  of  good  men, 
without  incurring  the  imputation  of  vanity. 

"  Your  fon's  Difcourfe  on  Hofpital  Duties  I  havq 
read  with  particular  pleafure.  It  is  a  judicious  and 
elegant  compofition  j  and  I  congratulate  you,  <  qui 
6JiUum  habeas  tali  ingenio  praditum.' 

*  The  volume  of  Medical  Ethics  is  inferibed  to  Sir  George 
Baker,  bart. 
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No.  XLV. 

From  the  Rev.  Samuel  Parr,  LL.D.  to  the 
Rev.  T.  B.  Percival,  LL.  B. 

(Or,  in  his  abfence,)  to  Dr.  Percival. 

u  I  RETURNED  hither  a  few  days  ago  from 
Birmingham,  where  I  had  an  opportunity  of  receiving 
the  publication*  which  your  father  did  me  the  honour 
of  fending  for  my  acceptance.  Permit  me  to  con- 
vey, through  you,  my  thankful  acknowledgments 
for  this  mark  of  his  attention;  and  to  afTure  you, 
that  the  fubjecT:  which  you  have  chofen,  and  the  rela- 
tion in  which  you  (land  to  Dr.  Percival,  gave  me,  on 
this,  occafion,  a  much  keener  curiofity  than  I  ufually 
feel  in  fitting  down  to  the  perufal  of  fermons,  even 
where  I  have  reafon  to  prefume  that  they  are  well 
intended,  and  well  written. 

"  I  am  not  accuftomed  to  trifle  with  my  corres- 
pondents, or  to  degrade  myfelf  by  the  jargon  of 

*  "  Difcov.rfe  on  Ilofpital  Duties,"  by  the  Rev.  T.  B.  Percival, 
annexed  to  the  Trcatifc  on  "  Medical  Ethics. 
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vague  and  trite  panegyric  ;  but  to  you,  Sir,  I  fpeak 
only  the  language  of  juft  anc?  fmcere  commendation, 
when  I  fay  that  my  expectations,  high  and  eager  as 
they  were,  have  not  been  difappointed. 

"  With  ftriking  and  peculiar  felicity  you  have 
blended  the  elegance  of  a  Diflertation  with  the  feri- 
oufnefs  of  a  Sermon.    Your  topics  are  felected  with 
propriety,  and  arranged  with  exactnefs ;  your  ftyle 
is  poliflied  without  gaudinefs,  and  animated  without 
extravagance.    Your  remarks  are  fuch  as  could  occur 
only  to  a  mind  deeply  interefted  in  the  fubject,  and 
amply  qualified  for  the  difcuffion  of  it  by  frequent 
and  accurate  obfervation.    In  the  appeals  which  you 
have  made  to  the  paffions  of  your  hearers,  you  have 
wifely  abftained  from  popular  and  rampant  exaggera- 
tion ;  and  the  facts  which  you  have  fet  before  their 
understandings,  equally  deferve  confideration  from 
every  prejudiced  objector  and  every  enlightened  well- 
wilher  to  the  Inflitution  which  you  meant  to  recom- 
mend.   Through  the  range  which  you  have  taken 
over  the  various  clafles  of  duty  affigned  to  perfons  of 
various  profeffions,  you  will  find  a  willing  and  atten- 
tive follower  in  every  man  who  is  capable  of  reflect, 
ing  on  that  happy  order  of  things,  in  which  earthly 
and  fpiritual  wifdom,  companion,  and  piety,  the  dili- 
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gence  of  the  unlearned,  and  the  Ml  of  the  learned, 
are  all  made  to  co-operate  in  the  great  and  facred 
caufe  of  benevolence.  Of  philofophy  you  have 
employed  enough,  and  not  more  than  enough,  to 
infufe  f'relh  vigour  into  fome  of  the  more  important 
parts;  and  over  the  whole  you  have  fprinkled  the  pre- 
cious dew  of  Scripture,  judicioufly  and  reverently. 

"  Such,  Sir,  are  the  impreifions  left  upon  my 
mind  by  the  perufal  of  your  excellent  Difcourfe ;  and 
perhaps  you  will  not  be  difpleafed  to  hear,  that  my 
very  accomplifhed  and  worthy  friend,  Dr.  John- 
Hone,  fpoke  of  it  in  terras  of  approbation  fimilar  to 
my  own. 

"  In  regard  to  the  advertifement  which  is  prefixed 
to  it  in  the  name  of  Dr.  Percival,  I  could  not  read 
it  without  a  pang.  I  cannot  refleft  upon  it  without 
ftrong  emotions  of  fympathy  with  him  on  the 
lofs  of  fuch  a  fon,  trained  up  under  the  aufpicious 
example  of  fuch  a  father  to  erudition,  fcience,  and 
virtue. 

"  Prefent,  Sir,  I  beg  of  you,  my  belt  refpe&s  to 
Dr.  Percival ;  and  forgive  me,  Sir,  when  I  intreat 
and  even  exhort  you  to  foothe  the  anguifli  of  his 
foul,  by  redoubling  your  own  efforts  in  the  acqui- 
sition of  knowledge,  in  the  exercife  of  humanity,  and 
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in  the  difFufion  of  thofe  found  and  falutary  inftrue- 
tions  which  unite  the  befl  interefls  of  fociety  with 
the  pure  and  fublime  principles  of  true  religion. 
With  great  efteem  for  your  talents,  and  unfeigned 
wifhes  for  your  welfare,  &c." 


No.  XL VI. 
From  the  Same  to  Dr.  Percival. 

"  Hatton,  Sept.  24,  i  794. 
"  PERMIT  me  to  thank  you  for  the  kind  and 
elegant  letter  which  I  M  week  had  the  honour  of 
receiving  from  you  ;  and  to  afiure  you  that  nothing 
but  the  preffure  of  numerous  and  fome  of  them 
important  matters  would  have  prevented  me  from 
making  a  more  early  acknowledgment.  I  am  not 
only  no  flranger  to  the  refpeclability  of  your  general 
charafterj  but  I  have  read  with  great  attention  and 
great  fatlsfaftion  feveral  of  the  works  by  which  you 
have  adorned  your  profeffion,  and  endeavoured  ably 
to  enlighten  and  improve  mankind.  You  have  a 
right,  therefore,  to  call  upon  my  gratitude  as  well  as 
my  politenefs,  when  you  are  difpofed  to  afk  my  opi- 
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nion  upon  any  intended  publication;  and  you  may 
depend  both  upon  my  earneftnefs  to  judge  rightly, 
and  my  readinefs  to  communicate  my  judgment  fairly 
and  refpe&fully.  I  ought  to  do  fo,.  whether  I  con- 
fider  the  importance  of  the  fubjeft,  or  the  abilities 
and  virtues  of  the  writer.  Lad  night  I  received  a 
copy  of  your  work  on  Medical  Jurifprudence,  and 
this  morning  I  have  given  to  the  perufal  of  it  all  the 
time  I  could  fpare  from  fome  critical  enquiries  which 
I  am  making  for  the  ufe  of  an  old  friend,  and  the 
refult  of  which  I  mufl  communicate  by  to-day's  port. 

"  1  have  read  the  three  firft  chapters,  and  in  no 
one  inftatrce  did  I  feel  one  moment's  hefitation  in 
aflenting  to  your  fage  and  humane  obfervations. 
The  light  of  Beccaria's  name  forcibly  hurried  away 
my  eye  to  the  lafl  chapter  j  and  there  I  found  fome 
difficulties,  which,  after  re-confidering  them,  I  fliall 
take  the  liberty  to  communicate. 

"  You  will  excufe  me  for  Hating  that  my  father 
was  an  apothecary  and  furgeon  at  Harrow  j  that  he 
was  a  man  of  a  very  robuft  and  vigorous  intellect:  j 
that  he  wifhed  to  educate  me  in  that  profeffion 
which  boafts  of  Dr.  Percival  as  one  of  its  nobleft 

> 

ornaments ;  that  for  two  or  three  years  I  attended  to 
his  bufiuefs;  and  that  I  have  long  been  in  the  habir 
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of  reading  on  medical  fubje&s.  The  great  advantage 
I  have  derived  from  thefe  circumftances  is,  that  I 
have  found  opportunities  for  converfation  and  friend- 
fliip  with  a  clafs  of  men,  whom  after  a  long  and  at- 
tentive furvey  of  chara&er,  I  have  found  to  be  the 
mofi  enlightened  profelTional  perfons  in  the  circle  of 
human  arts  and  fciences. 

"  Give  me  leave  to  congratulate  you  on  the  happy 
and  honourable  tituation  of  your  very  accomplifhed 
fon;  and  to  exprefs  my  fmcere  hope  that  in  his 
increafing  knowledge  and  future  profpe&s  you  may 
find  fome  confolation  for  your  melancholy  lofs." 


VOL.  I. 
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Dr.  PERCIVAL  was  now  arrived  at  that  period 
of  life,  when  it  commonly  happens  that  the  energies 
and  vigour  of  maturity  begin  fenfibly  to  decline. 
His  bodily  conftitution,  which  from  childhood  had 
never  been  robuft,  was  preferved  with  diligent  care, 
lo  as  to  fecure  in  a  moderate  degree  the  comfort  of 
health,  and  the  capacity  of  exertion.  He  was  Mill, 
however,  fubject  to  periodical  attacks  of  fevere  head- 
ache ;  and  on  thefe  occafions  he  fuffered  during  feveral 
hours  the  moft  acute  pain,  fometimes  followed  by 
oppreffive  languor.*    But  with  the  exception  of  this 

*  The  habitual  cheerfulnefs  which  Dr.  Percival  maintained  under 
the  frequent  attacks  of  this  diforder,  is  afluredly  worthy  of  remark. 
I  am  difpofed  even  to  tranferibe  in  this  place  the  following  playful 
eonfolatory  obfervations,  which  he  offers  to  a  much-valued  cor- 
refpondent,  who  was  frequendy  afflifted  with  the  fame  malady : — 
"  In  my  fympathy  with  you  under  the  head-ache,  I  am  inclined  to 

derive  fomc  comfort,  from  adding  your  highly-refpectable  name  to 
*<  a  lift  of  very  diitinguiflied  perfonages,  St.  Paul,  Virgil,  Pope, 
"  &c.  &c.  who  have  enjoyed  ftrong  intellects  with  weak  heads. 
"  Sydenham,  a  martyr  to  the  gout,  confoles  himfelf  with  the 
"  reflection  that  princes,  generals,  admirals,  and  philofophers,  have 
"  been  fubjecl  to  its  tortures;  and  that  it  deftroys  more  rich  diaa 
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malady,  which  feemed  to  abate  in  violence  as  he 
advanced  in  years,  his  health  was  feldom  interrupted 
by  any  material  ailment ;  and  from  the  encroachment 
of  imaginary  ills  no  man  was  more  perfectly  or  hap- 
pily exempt. 

It  may  perhaps  be  lamented,  that  the  Correfpon- 
dence  of  Dr.  Percival,  which  occupies  a  preceding 
part  of  this  narrative,  furniflies  few  details  of  the 
events  and  habits  of  his  private  life.  "  The  bufi- 
"  nefs  of  a  biographer"  (fays  an  illuftrious  mafter* 
in  that  branch  of  literature)  "  is  often  to  pafs  flightly 
"  over  thofe  performances  which  produce  vulgar 

"  poor  perfons,  and  more  wife  men  than  fools.  To  this  ironical 
"  obfervation,  he  fubjoins  one  both  juft  and  pious  ;  viz.  that  fuch 
«  difpenfations  evince  the  impartiality  of  Divine  Providence,  in 
"  favouring  thofe  who  want  the  conveniences  of  life  with  beneficial 
"  exemptions,  and  tempering  the  blefiings  of  others  with  a  propor- 
"  tionate  admixture  of  evil." 

"  In  the  hiftory  of  head-ache,  the  facl  mentioned  by  Lady  Ruflell, 
"  in  one  of  her  letters  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam,  is  particularly  curious.  Her 
"  Ladyfliip  ftates,  that, «  being  to  linger  in  a  world  me  can  no  more 
"  delight  in,  Gob  has  given  her  a  freedom  from  bodily  pain,  to  a 
"  degree  flie  almoft  never  knew ;  not  fo  much  as  a  ftrong  fit  of  head- 
*'  ache  having  been  felt  by  her  fince  that  miferable  time,  [the 
"  execution  of  Lord  Ruflell,]  with  which  flieufed  to  be  tormented 
P  very  frequently." 

Letter  to  Mrs.  H.  More. 

*  Dr.  Johnfon. 
n  2 
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"  greatnefs,  to  lead  the  thoughts  into  domeftic  priva- 
"  cies,  and  difplay  the  minute  details  of  daily  life  ; 
"  where  exterior  appendages  are  cad  afide,  and  men 1 
"  excel  each  other  only  by  prudence  and  virtue." 
The  precept,  whether  applicable  or  not  to  general 
biography,  might,  on  a  partial  view,  feem  appropriate 
to  a  character,  which  was  diftinguifhed  by  having 
illuflrated,  in  the  mofl  minute  and  mod  important 
offices  of  life,  the  fame  perfect  confiftency  of  moral 
conduft.  It  might  juflly  be  obferved  of  the  Subject  of 
this  Memoir,  that  the  attributes  of  the  philofopher 
belonged  not  more  properly  to  the  writer  than  to  the 
man  j  and  that  he  ceafed  not  to  aim  at  the  higheft 
dignity  of  human  virtue,  by  conforming  his  habitual 
fentiments  to  the  di&ates  of  enlightened  reafon; 
"  to  (ppzveiv  }iavov  uyaSov,  to  o^ocp^ovuv  xczaov."  So 
habitually  temperate  and  meafured  was  his  conduft, 
that,  in  truth,  the  conrfe  of  a  long  career  furnifiied 
fcarcely  any  of  thoie  perfonal  incidents  in  which  vul- 
gar curiofity  is  apt  to  delight.    The  embarramnents 
occafioned  by  the  over-ruling  influence  of  particular 
propenfities,  by  the  obftinacy  of  pride,  or  the  frolics 
of  vanity,  found  no  place  in  the  even  tenor  of  a  life 
devoted  to  the  fervice  of  learning  and  philanthropy ; 
a  life,  which  exemplified  at  once  the  energy  and  the 
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value  of  thofe  fpeculative  principles  which  phiiofo 
phers  have  often  vainly  endeavoured  to  realize.  The 
reader,  therefore,  who  is  acquainted  with  thefe  attri- 
butes of  Dr.  Percival's  character,  may  recognize  both 
in  his  correspondence  and  more  finiflied  writings  the 
effential  features  of  his  difpofition.    The  fame  upright 
and  benevolent  fpirit,  the  fame  candour  of  fentiment 
and  urbanity  of  manner,  the  fame  ardour  for  improve- 
ment and  zeal  for  the  caufe  of  truth,  were  difcern- 
jble  alike  in  the  productions  of  his  pen,  and  the  con- 
duct of  his  life.    The  <c  exterior  appendages **  to 
which  the  writer  juft  quoted  refers,  hardly  ferved  to 
erabeJIi/h,  much  Jefs  to  exalt,  the  real  dignity  of  his 
nature.    So  that  the  removal  of  the  veil  which  fome- 
times  conceals,  even  in  great  minds,  a  contrariety 
of  fentiment  and  conduct,  could   in  this  inflance 
difclofe  nothing  which  was  not  already  manifeft. 

Ne  famam  qtridem,  cm  eiiam  fape  boni  indulgent, 
"  ojlentanda  vrrtute,  out  per  artem  qu{e/ivit',—procul 
"  amulatione  adverfus  collegas.'* 

In  private  fociety,  Dr.  Percival  delighted  to  indulge 
the  unreferved  and .  focial  difpofition  of  his  nature. 
His  more  anxious  purfuits  were  at  once  difmined  from 
his  thoughts  j  and  he  exhibited  the  powers  of  his 
undemanding,  blended  as- they  were  with  the  attri- 
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butes  of  mildnefs  and  candour.    His  flail  in  conduc- 
ing rational  and  polite  converfation  was  among  the 
moll  confpicuous  of  his  accompliftiments.    The  tran- 
quil facility  of  his  difcourfe  rendered  it  peculiarly- 
agreeable  to  his  hearers,  and  left  them  at  liberty  to 
admire  the  graces  of  elegance  and  perfpicuity.  Exempt 
alike  from  the  pedantry  of  the  declaimer,  the  man  of 
falhion,  or  the  ftudent,  he  neither  fought  "  to  dazzle 
"  with  a  luxury  of  light,"  nor  ftudied  to  difguife  the 
real  merit  or  value, of  his  opinions.    He  feldom  how- 
ever aimed  at  wit,  and  Hill  more  rarely  at  humour  ; 
except  that  he  occafionally  indulged  a  fportive  playful- 
nefs  on  topics,  which  for  the  moment  excited  his  fancy. 
In  the  company  of  (hangers,  his  exertions  vifibly  in- 
creafed,  when  the  energy  and  variety  of  his  difcourfe 
hardly  ever  failed  to  equal  the  occafion  on  which  it 
■veas  exercifed.    It  has  been  remarked  by  acute  obfer- 
vers,  that  the  language  and  periods  which  he  ufed 
bore  a  finking  refemblance  to  thofe  of  his  written 
compofitions :  it  might  be  obferved  too,  that  fome- 
times,  though  not  commonly,  his  converfation  aflumed 
a  more  regular  and  meafured  form,  than  is  perhaps 
fuited  to  the  unpremeditated  effufions  of  focial  inter- 
cOurfe.  But  this  propenfity  was  obvioufly  unconnected 
with  affe&ation  of  any  kind,  and  might  proceed  partly 
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from  his  habit  of  attending  to  the  elegancies  of 
fpeech,  and  partly  from  his  native  temper,  which  was 
averfe  both  from  levity  and  indifference. 

The  fociety  of  Dr.  Percival  was  frequently  diver- 
fined  by  the  vifits  of  flrangers  and  foreigners  of 
diftin&ion,  who  came  to  indulge  their  curiofity  in 
viewing  the  manufactures  and  the  town  of  Manchefler. 
His  extenfive  correfpondence  with  men  of  eminence 
in  various  departments  was  one  caufe  of  the  frequency 
of  thefe  introdu&ions;  and  doubtlefs  his  own  fame, 
and  his  undifputed  rank  in  the  town  where  he  refided, 
contributed  to  the  fame  circumflance.  Thefe  flrangers 
were  on  all  occafions  received  by  him  with  polite  and 
liberal  hofpitality;  while  their  vifits  afforded  him  the 
opportunity,  which  in  remote  provincial  parts  is  ea- 
gerly embraced,  of  liftening  to  the  hiflory  and  pro- 
ceedings of  foreign  countries. 

It  may  be  flated  here,  in  compliance  with  chrono- 
logical order,  that  the  Subject  of  this  Memoir,  in 
conjunaion  with  other  profeffional  and  leading  inha- 
bitants of  Manchefter,  proje&ed  a  fcheme,  about  this 
time,  for  regulating  the  police  and  the  health  of  the 
Poor.  The  crowded  and  miferable  habitations  of  the 
loweft  orders  of  that  town,  their  inattention  toclean- 
linefs  and  ventilation,  together  with  the  extreme  pa- 
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verty  attendant  on  their  diffolute  manner  of  life,  had 
confpired  to  introduce  among  them  the  moft  fatal 
and  infectious' diforders.  The  rapid  increafe  of  the 
labouring  clafles  annually  multiplied  thefe  evils  to  a 
greater  extent;  while  the  fertile  refources  of  a  po- 
pulous  neighbourhood  prevented  the  experience  of 
deficiencies  from  their  exceflive  mortality.  At  length, 
however,  the  alarming  fpread  of  contagious  fever, 
which  hardly  ever  ceafed  to  rage  in  fome  part  of  the 
town,  admonifhed  the  better  ranks  to  confult  their 
own  fafety  by  remedying  the  diforders  of  the  poor. 
Meetings  were  held,  and  different  plans  propofed, 
for  preventing  the  origin,  and  flopping  the  progrefs, 
of  malignant  fever.  Dr.  Percival,  and  other  phyfi- 
cians,  prefented  memorials  to  the  Committee,  which 
conflituted  itfelf  a  "  Board  of  Health,"  in  the  year 
1 796,  ftating  minutely  the  methods  to  be  adopted  for 
this  purpofe,  and  the  importance  of  their  immediate 
application.  They  recommended  a  fearch  to  be  made 
into  the  habitations,  which  had  long  harboured  the 
poifon  of  infection ;  and  with  the  affiftance  of  the 
officers  of  police,  the  enforcement  of  fuch  new  regu- 
lations, as  cleanlinefs  and  ventilation  required.  They 
directed  the  fick  to  be  removed  to  fui table  wards  in 
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the  public  Hofpltal,  or  to  houfes  accommodated  for 
a  general  reception;*  and  they  efpecially.enjoined,  that 
the  mod  effe&ual  methods  of  purification  fhould  be 
applied  to  the  houfes  which  the  fick  had  quitted,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  further  communication  of  dis- 
eafe.  By  the  aftive  execution  of  thefe  meafures,  the 
Ijealth  of  the  town  rapidly  improved;  and  by  perfe- 
verance  in  the  fame  laudable  exertionsj  the  return  of 
the  former  aggravated  evils  has  been  prevented.  So 
considerable  were  the  benefits  refalting  from  the  infli- 
tution  of  the  "  Board  of  Health"  in  Manchefter,  that 
the  fcheme  has  been  imitated  in  various  parts,  and 
every  where  attended  with  the  happieft  confequences.f 

*  The  latter  of  thefe  fchemes  meeting  with  more  general  appro- 
bation, the  Manchefter  Board  of  Stealth  eftablifhed  Fever  Wards, 
and  afterwards  erected  a  large  building  (under  the  denomination  of 
a  Houfe  of  Recovery)  in  a  fituation  a  little  diftant  from  the  General 
Infirmary,  in  order  that  no  danger  of  communicating  the  infection 
of  fever,  to  other  hofpital  patients,  might  be  incurred.  For  a  full 
account  of  the  minutes  and  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Health,  the 
reader  is  referred  to  a  judicious  publication  bearing  that  title,  and 

printed  at  Manchefter  in  the  year  1805.  See  alfo  Appendix  G. 

where  the  plan  which  Dr.  Percival  propofed,  and  a  communication 
of  Dr.  Haygarth  on  the  fame  fubjetf:  are  inferted.  The  limits  of  the 
prefent  work  preclude  the  addition  of  other  valuable  papers  by  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Manchefter. 

f  It  may  be  proper  to  notice,  (once  for  all,)  that  on  this  as  on 
many  fimilar  occalions  of  public  exertion,  Dr.  Percival  had  to 
contend  againft  the  opinions,  and  fometimes  the  prejudices,  of  a 
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In  returning  to  the  domeftic  occurrences  of  Dr.  Per- 
cival's  life,  I  am  again  called  to  mention  a  fevere  afflic- 
tion which  he  Mained  by  the  death  of  his  elded  fon,* 
at  his  refidence  in  St.  Peterfburgh.    Mr.  Percival 
had  lately  vifited  England;  and  by  the  indulgence  of 
the  Britifli  Factory,  to  whom  he  was  chaplain,  had 
been  permitted  to  extend  the  term  of  his  vifit  to 
the  period  of  twelve  months.    During  the  latter  part 
of  this  time,  while  he  was  enjoying  the  fociety  of  his 
friends  and  family,  he  was  feized  with  a  violent  rheu-' 
matic  fever,  from  which  he  had  fcarcely  recovered 
when  he  again  embarked  for  St.  Peterfburgh.  In 
the  following  year  he  fuffered  an  attack  of  the  fame 
malady,  complicated  with  more  formidable  fymptomsj 
and  in  the  month  of  May  1798,  his  danger  became 
apparent.    With  lingular  fortitude  he  endured  the 
progrelfive  aggravation  of  his  fatal  diforder,  and  with 

numerous  oppofition.  The  lingular  moderation  and  addrefs  by 
which  he  commonly  lucceeded  in  repelling  the  efforts  of  adverfe 
party,  has  often  been  remarked  to  me,  by  perfons  more  competent 
to  judge  of  his  conduft  in  tliefe  refpefls  than  1  prefume  to  be. 
On  no  occafion,  it  may  be  added,  was  his  fuperior  and  conciliatory 
influence  exerted  to  more  effert,  than  in  promoting  the  judicious 
defigns  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

*  The  Rev.  Thomas  Baffnett  Percival,  LL.B.  chaplain  to  the  late 
Marquis  of  Waterfon),  and  to  the  Britifli  Fartory  of  Merchants  at 
St.  Peterfburgh.    Vide  Appendix  H. 
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the  ferenity  of  a  Chriftian  philofopher,  met  the  ap- 
proaching period  of  his  diffolution.  He  expired  on 
the  27th,  day  of  the  fame  month,  in  the  thirty-fecond 
year  of  his  age. 

How  deeply  and  fincerely  Dr.  Percival  was  affected 
by  this  event,  it  were  fuperfluous  to  defcribe.  It 
may  be  obferved  only  that  when  the  firft  druggies  of 
nature  had  fubfided,  his  wonted  firmnefs  returned, 
and  his  piety  rofe  fuperior  to  the  anguifli  of  his  feel- 
ings.   In  fcenes  of  forrow  like  the  prefent,  he  exhi. 
bited  a  fpeclacle  truly  worthy  of  admiration;  the  filent 
and  devout  tranquillity  of  his  own  bread  forming  an 
affecting  contrail  with  the  feverity  of  the  affliction  that 
affailed  him.    But  the  lofs  which  he  had  fuftained, 
was  at  his  mature  period  of  life  irreparable  ;  and  the 
virtues  of  his  fon  were  fuch  as  had  infpired  no  com- 
mon degree  of  attachment.    Purity  and  ingenuoufnefs 
of  difpofnion,  a  moil  lively  and  fcrupulous  fenfe  of 
moral  duty,  were  among  his  confpicuous  excellencies. 
But  the  delicacy  and  perhaps  the  referve  of  his  mind 
often  concealed  the  liberal  accompliftiments  with  which 
nature  and  education  had  furnifhed  him.    His  at- 
tainments,  (I  may  be  allowed  to  add,)  both  as  a 
fcholar  and  divine,  were  confiderable  j  and  his  pulpit 
difcourfes,  whilft  they  manifeft  fuperior  powers  of 
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compofition,  breathe  throughout  the  fpirit  of  fesu 
oufnefs  and  liberality. 

In  the  fpring  of  the  year  1803,  Dr.  Pereivalpub- 
Mhed  a  third  part,  in  addition  to  the  former  volume 
of  A  Father's  Injruf/iom.    This  fequel  is  addrefled 
exclufively  to  mature  and  cultivated  underftandiugs ; 
and  might  have  appeared  in  a  feparate  form,  had  not 
a  new  edition  of  the  preceding  parts  of  the  work  been 
called  for,  juft  at  the  period  when  the  author  was 
furniflied  with  materials  for  the  prefent  publication, 
by  the  receipt  of  a  large  packet  of  letters,  formerly 
tranfmitted  to  his  fon  at  St.  Peterfburgh.    From  thefe 
papers,  which  were  written,  lie  declares,  "  without 
"  the  mod  diftant  view  to  publication,"  felections  were 
made,  and  arranged  according  to  the  order  of  their 
fubjecls,  fo  as  to  give  a  fyftematic  form  to  the  whole. 
The  Difcourfe  on  the  Divine  Permijfion  of  Evil  was 
added  to  thefe  mifcellaneousdifquifnions;  and  the  gene- 
ral object  of  thework  is  ethical  and  religious  enquiry. 

This  publication  may  be  regarded  as  completing 
the  defign  of  moral  injlruftion,  which  the  author  had 
commenced  at  an  early  period  of  his  life. — Having 
already  endeavoured  to  illuftrate  the  nature  of  that 
defign,  and  the  fingular  merits  of  its  execution,  I 
prefume  not  to  eniarge  upon  them  in  the  prefent  place. 
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The  appropriate  purpofe,  however,  of  the  laft  work 
may  fuggeft  a-  few  obfervations.  In  fome  of  the  dis- 
quisitions which  it  contains,  the  writer  difclofes  with 
freedom  his  private  opinions  on  feveral  controverted 
topics  of  natural  and  revealed  religion.  His  acquaint- 
ance with  theology  had  grown,  by  a  long  courfe  of 
investigation,  to  be  various  aud  profound;  yet  his  zeai 
for  the  propagation  of  its  doctrines  was  invariably 
guarded  by  the  temperate  fpirit  of  philofophy.  The 
belief  which  he  himfelf  embraced,  was  the  refult  of  a 
patient  and  candid  examination  of  the  Scriptures,  and 
of  the  befl:  commentaries  which  have  appeared.  It 
accorded  for  the  mod  part,  if  not  entirely,  with  the 
doflrines  of  Arianifra.  But  he  was  little  anxious  to 
defignate  by  any  particular  appellation  that  creed 
which  he  adopted,  as  the  offspring  of  his  deliberate 
convi&ion.  His  dilTent  from  the  Church  of  Enoland 
is  feldom  touched  upon  in  any  of  his  -writings  ;  while 
his  refpedt  for  eftablifhments  in  general,  and  efpe- 
cially  for  that  of  our  own  country,  is  often  expreffed 
both  in  his  writings  and  correfpondence.  The  fol- 
lowing palTage,  extracted  from  a  letter  to  the  late 
Rev.  Archdeacon  Paley,  conta;ns  the  fum  of  his 
opinions  with  refpecl:  to  national  eftablifliments  of  re- 
ligion :  "  I  am  a  Diffenter,"  fays  he,  "  but  a&uated 
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M  by  the  fame  fpirit  of  catholicifm  which  you  pro- 
"  fefs;  an  Eftablifliment  I  approve;  the  Church  of 
"  England  in  many  refpefts  I  honour;  and  I  mould 
"  think  it  my  duty  to  enter  inftantly  into  her  com- 
"  munion,  were  the  plan  which  you  have  propofed 
"  at  the  end  of  your  tenth  chapter  carried  into 
**  execution."  From  a  work  fo  widely  and  familiarly 
known,  as  "  The  Principles  of  Moral  and  Political 
M  Pbilofophy"  it  were,  perhaps,  fuperfluous  to  offer 
any  extracts.  It  may  be  added  only,  that  the  plan 
to  which  Dr.  Percival  alludes,  is  that  of  a  "  com- 
"  prehenfive  national  religion,  guarded  by  a  few 
"  articles  of  peace  and  conformity,  together  with  a 
"  legal  provifion  for  the  clergy  of  that  religion  ; 
**  and  with  a  complete  toleration  of  all  Diffenters 
"  from  the  Edablifhed  Church,  without  any  other 
"  limitation  than  what  arifes  from  the  conjunftion  of 
"  dangerous  political  difpofitions  with  certain  reli- 
**  gious  tenets."  Dr.  Percival's  refpecT:  for  Efta- 
blifliments,  and  his  conviction  of  their  neceffity  for 
the  maintenance  of  religious  fentiments  and  focial 
happinefs,  feemed  even  to  increafe  in  his  latter  years  ; 
and  to  accord  more  entirely  with  thofe  prudent 
maxims  which  the  religious  anarchy  of  a  neighbour- 
ing country  has  now  generally  dilfufed. 
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Notwithstanding,  however,  his  fondnefs  for  theolo- 
gical enquiry,  and  his  zealous  attachment  to  the  fun- 
damental doftrines  of  Chriftianity,  it  may  be  obferved, 
that  he  rarely  approved,  nor  ever  participated  in  the 
ardour  of  religious  controverfy.  A  ftrenuous  advo- 
cate for  the  expediency  of  embracing  definite  fenti- 
ments  of  belief \  he  maintained  at  the  fame  time  the 
fupremacy  of  individual  opinion,  and  the  regard  due 
to  that  fyftem  of  national  faith,  which  has  been  pre- 
ferved  to  us  through  fo  long  a  period  by  the  eminent 
learning  and  integrity  of  its  divines.  "  The  fpecu- 
"  lative  do&rines  of  religion,"  he  declares,  "  as  they 
"  have  no  influence  on  the  moral  conduct,  of  man- 
<c  kind,  are  comparatively  of  little  importance.  They 
<c  cannot  be  underftood  by  the  generality  even 
"  of  Chriftians  ;  and  the  wife,  the  learned,  and  the 
"  good,  have  in  all  ages  differed,  and  will  ever  con- 
"  tinue  to  differ,  about  them.    An  intemperate  zeal 

therefore  for  fuch  points  of  faith  betrays  a  weak 
"  undemanding  and  a  contracted  heart ;  and  that 
"  zeal  may  juftly  be  deemed  intemperate,  which  ex- 
"  ceeds  the  value  of  its  objeft,  and  which  abates 
V  our  benevolence  towards  thofe  who  do  not  adopt 
"  the  fame  opinions  with  ourfelves." 
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Dr.  Percival  has  avowed,  in  the  publication  which 
has  led  to  this  digreffion,  that  "  at  an  early  period  of 
"  life  his  faith  in  Chriflianity  was  ftaggered  for  a 
"  while  by  the  perufal  of  Mr.  Hume's  Eftiy  on  Mira- 
w  cles."  The  circumftance  will  not  be  deemed  difcre- 
ditable  to  his  fagacity,  nor  the  relation  of  it  an 
unfavourable  teflimony  of  the  ingenuoufnefs  of  his 
mind.  He  has  frequently,  however,  declared,  that 
his  faith  was  at  no  long  interval  again  thoroughly 
confirmed  j  and  he  attributed  the  final  removal  of  his 
doubts  to  the  powerful  reafoning  and  copious  illuftra- 
t'on  of  Butler;  a  writer  whom  he  ever  efteemed  the 
chief  pillar  of  Chriftian  do&rine.  "  Your  attach- 
*'  ment  to  Butler's  Analogy,"  fays  he  in  a  letter  to 
his  fon,  "  is  very  fatisfactory  to  me.  To  no  book 
*c  ami  under  fo  great  obligations  j  for  by  the  atten- 
"  tive  perufal  of  it  my  full  convidYion  of  the  truths 
"  of  Chriflianity  was  reftored." 

Shortly  after  the  publication  of  the  Third  Part 
of  a  Father's  Inftruftions  was  difmilfed  from  his  hands, 
Dr.  Percival  engaged  ferioufly  in  the  profecution  of  a 
work  which  has  already  been  noticed  under  the  title 
of  Medical  furif prudence.  Having  availed  himfelf 
of  the  opinions  and  the  criticifms  of  his  principal  cor- 
refpondents,  he  proceeded  with  more  confidence  in 
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ths  ta/k  of  prescribing  rules  of  duty  to  the  extenfive 
body  of  the  faculty  of  Phyfic.     He  relinquished, 
however,  his  original  intention,  which  was  to  treat 
oc  the  powers,  privileges,  honours,  and  emoluments 
of  that  faculty;  as  he  conceived  that  this  would  lead 
him  to  a  field  of  inveftigation  too  wide  and  digrelfive. 
He  therefore  confined  himfelf  to  the  more  effential 
topics  which  belong  appropriately  to  Medical  Ethics. 
In  the  fpring  of  the  year  1803,  his  work  was  com- 
pleted and  fent  to  the  prefs ;  and  nearly  the  whole 
of  a  large  impreffion*  was  fold  and  circulated  in  a 
few  months.    The,  voice  of  the  public  declared  in  its 
favour;  and  the  teftimonies  of  the  beft  judges  have 
ftamped  a  value  on  the  performance,  which  amply 
gratified  the  author's  expectations. 

As  the  work  laft  noticed  feemed  to  complete  Dr. 
Percival's  fcheme  of  moral  enquiry ;  fo  this  latefl  pro- 
duction of  his  pen  may  be  regarded  as  the  conclufion  of 
that  plan  of  profeffional  refearch  and  difquifition  which 
be  had  commenced  in  the  outfet  of  his  career.  With 
Peculiar  propriety,  too,  he  thus  formed,  at  an  ad- 
vanced age,  a  monument  to  his  fame,  which  exhibits 
n  durable  characters  the  wifdom  and  integrity  of  his 
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private  conduct.  By  his  former  medical  works 

(which  had  been,  fome  time  ago,  augmented  by  the 
publication  of  a  fourth  volume  of  "  ElTays")  he 
had  acquired  the  reputation  of  an  accurate  obferver 
of  nature,  a  faithful  recorder  of  the  phenomena  of 
health  and  difeafe,  and,  above  all,  of  a  fagacious  en- 
quirer into  the  laws  by  which  they  are  regulated 
The  original  merit  of  thefe  writings  has  been  deemed 
to  confift  chiefly  in  the  found  and  legitimate  applica- 
tion of  the  facts  which  his  experience  furnifhed,  to 
the  improvement  of  his  profeflional  art;  nor  will 
their  intrinfic  value  be  diminifhed  in  the  eye  of  the 
philofopher,  by  the  great  fuperftructure  of  medica 
fcience  which  has  been  raifed  fince  thefe  material 
were  contributed. 

The  utility  of  fuch  a  defign  as  the  "  Medica 
"  Ethics"  embrace,  can  be  called  in  queftion  b 
thofe  only,  who  imagine  that  the  principles  and  rule 
of  human  duty,  which  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  the  mo 
ralift  to  afcertain,  have  little  influence  on  the  practical 
conduct  of  life.  Admitting,  for  a  moment,  the  trutl 
of  fo  unpleafing  a  conjecture,  it  may  yet  be  obferved] 
that  a  wide  difference  fubfifts,  between  fuch  treatil^ 
as  aim  at  the  eftablifhment  of  fpeculative  fyftems  < 
morals,  and  thofe  defigns  which  comprehend  on 
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the  difcipline  and  moral  polity  of  individuals,  acting 
in  a  fpecific  capacity.    That  ethical  inftitutes  of  the 
latter  defcfiption  may  become  of  effential  utility, 
when  they  are  deduced  from  definite  principles,  and 
tend  to  definite  purpofes,  will  hardly  be  denied  by 
the  mod  rigid  fceptic;    while  the  more  compre- 
henfive  fpeculatift  will  approve  a  defign  like  the 
prefent,  not  only  for  its  appropriate  value,  but 
as  forming  a  part  of  the  great  fcheme  of  focial  mo- 
rality.   The  Medical  Ethics  of  Dr.  Percival,  it  is 
needlefs  to  obferve,  are  defigned  for  practical  benefit; 
and  however  prudent  or  enlightened  might  be  the 
previous  fentiments  of  the  Faculty,  to  whom  the  work 
is  addrefled,  few  can  be  difpofed  to  regret  that  the 
rules  of  their  conduct  have  been  fyftematized  into  a 
Code,  adapted  equally  to  ftudy  and  to  reference. 

In  the  preface  to  his  work,  the  author  ftates,  that 
he  had  been  anxious  to  feek  the  opinions  and  the  ^ 
fai&Hon  of  feveral  eminent  moral  writers,  previous  to 
its  publication.  The  tributes  of  their  approbation 
which  he  received,  were  undeniably  honourable  and 
gratifying.  But  perhaps  his  own  unaffuming  preten- 
ds comprehended  a  fufficient  claim  to  the  privilege 
which  he  exercifed,  in  forming  a  fyftem  of  profeilional 
Qrifprudence;  from  his  long-eftablifhed  eminence  as 
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a  phyfician,  from  the  foundnefs  of  his  principles  as  a 
moralift,  and  the  liberality  of  his  manners  as  a  gen- 
tleman. With  refpeft  to  the  original  merit  of  his 

defign,  it  maybe  fufficient  to  remark,  that  the  author 
was  not  folicitous  to  difpute  his  pre-eminence  over 
writers  who  had  treated  particular  departments 
of  the  fame  fubje£h  Without  attempting  to  fuper- 
fede  the  value  of  their  productions,  he  fought  a  diftincl: 
object,  by  a  more  comprehenfive  method  than  had 
hitherto  been  defigned;  embracing  at  once  the  offi- 
cial, the  perfonal,  and  the  corporate  duties  of  the 
faculty  of  Phyfic. 

In  the  beautiful  and  affe&ionate  dedication  of  this 
work  to  his  fon,  Dr.  Percival  anticipates  in  pathetic 
terms  the  approaching  clofe  of  his  life.  "  Senfible," 
fays  he,  "  that  I  begin  to  experience  the  prellure  of 
"  advancing  years,  I  regard  the  prefent  publication. 
cc  as  the  conclufion  in  this  way  of  my  profeilional 
"  labours;  I  may  therefore,  without  impropriety,5* 
he  continues,  "  claim  the  privilege  of  confecrating 
"  them  to  you,  as  a  paternal  legacy."  Thofe 
around  him,  however,  indulged  the  more  flattering 
hope  of  protracted  life,  and  a  long  period  yet  to  come 
of  ufefulnefs  and  happinefs.  The  temperate  and 
prudent  habits  which  he  obferved,  together  with 
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the  fuitable  regulation  of  bodily  and  mental  exercife, 
had  preferved  his  conftitution  unimpaired  to  the  fea- 
fon  of  age.    Although  he  fometimes  complained  of 
I     the  failure  of  his  memory,  the  vigour  of  his  mind  ap- 
peared to  his  friends  to  have  fuffered  hardly  any 
diminution ;  and  the  fenfibility  of  his  feelings  expe- 
rienced neither  injury  nor  decay  to  the  latefl:  hours  of 
his  exiftence:  "  manent  ingenia  fenibus,  modo  per- 
*'  manent Jiudium  et  indujlria." 

The  fliort  remaining  period  of  Dr.  Percival's  life 
was  not  interrupted  by  any  remarkable  or  perfonally 
interefting  event.    He  continued  to  divide  his  time 
between  the  purfuits  of  his  profeiTion,  the  intercourfe 
of  his  friends,  and  the  private  ftudies  in  which,  efpe- 
cially,  he  delighted  to  indulge.    "  His  labours  were 
"  ufeful,  his  pleafures  innocent,  his  wimes  moderate; 
"  and  he  feemed  to  enjoy  the  flate  of  happinefs  which 
"  is  celebrated  by  poets  and  philofophers,  as  the  monY 
"  agreeable  to  nature,  and  the  leaft  acceffible  tofor- 
"  tune."    In  the  conduct  of  his  prpfeffion,  he  fuper- 
:  added  to  his  practical  ilcill  the  invaluable  talent  of 
;  conciliating  the  efteem,  and  preferving  the  refpect  of 
!  his  brethren  of  the  Faculty.    The  eflimation,  alfo, 
m  which  he  was  held  by  the  general  fociety  around 
him,  gratified  his  ampler!  wimes;  for  towards  nc> 
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one  was  manifefled  a  more  univerfal  fentiraent  of 

kindnefs  or  deference.  Of  the  public  inftitutions, 

which  he  had  laboured  to  eftablifli,  he  had  the  fatis- 
fa&ion  of  witneffing  the  fuccefs  and  beneficial  con- 
fequences.    The  Literary  and  Philofophical  Society 
(the  honour  of  whofe  foundation  he  might  chiefly 
claim)  had  conduced  its  proceedings  with  confider- 
able  credit.    The  volumes  of  its  Memoirs  (till  hold 
the  firft  rank  among  the  publications  of  the  various 
Provincial  Societies  of  thefe  kingdoms ;  and  their 
merit  is  not  unknown  in  foreign  countries.    Its  de- 
bates continued  to  preferve  a  middle  courfe  between 
the  formal  declamations  of  profefled  fpeaking  clubs, 
and  the  loofe  and  familiar  converfation  of  ordinary 
affemblies;  whilfl:  the  members,  felected  from  the 
inhabitants  of  a  populous  and  enterprizing  town, 

brought  to  the  difcuflion  of  many  interefting  fuhje&s 
a  flock  of  various  and  valuable  knowledge,  and  exer- 
cifed  their  ingenuity  on  matters  of  fpeculative  as  well 
as  practical  fcience.*  -The  fuccefs  of  the  Man- 

*  The  Literary  Society  has  recently  erected  an  elegant  building, 
commodioufly  adapted  to  the  purpofes  of  the  Inftitution.  It  confifts 
of  a  large  apartment,  where  the  meetings  are  ufually  held;- a  fimilar 
one,  accommodated  for  public  lectures  in  the  different  branches  of 
fcience;  and  a  third  appropriated  to  the  library  of  the  Society. 
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<hefter  Academy,  over  whofe  councils  Dr.  Percival 
had  till  lately  continued  to  prefide,  was  for  fome  time 
confiderable.  The  refpe&able  talents  and  learning 
of  its  tutors  had  attracted  fludents  to  this  feminary 
from  various  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  and  their  num- 
bers, though  not  great,  were  adequate  to  the  plan 

and  extent  of  the  Foundation.  The  Medical  Efta- 

blifhments  too,  which  Dr.  Percival  had  contributed  to 
form,  or  fupport,  flourilhed  with  wider  benefit  j  and 
afforded  the  beft  teftimony  of  their  excellence,  in  the 
the  improved  health  and  condition  of  the  lower  or- 
ders of  the  community. 

It  now  remains  only  to  add,  that  in  the  domeftic 
circle  of  his  kindred  and  friends,  the  latefl:  efforts  of 
Dr.  Percival's  mind  were  called  forth ;  while  he  feemed, 
almofl  daily,  to  become  more  defirous  of  withdraw- 
ing himfelf  from  the  bufinefs  of  the  world,  to  the 
focial  and  tranquil  purfuits  of  retirement.!  The 

t  It  is  not  unpleafing  to  obferve,  die  philofophic  fentiments  which 
many  diftinguilhed  perfons  have  indulged,  refpefting  the  real  en- 
joyments of  old  age;  fentiments,  it  maybe  remarked,  which  have 
almoft  invariably  been  accompanied  with  the  love  of  retirement,  and 
a  genuine  relifh  for  contemplative  occupations.  Were  the  ftudy 
of  letters,  or  the  acquilition  of  fcience,  capable  of  furnifhing  no 
other  lefs  remote  benefits,  even  this  blefling  might  feem  to  com- 
penfate  the  moderate  labour  of  their  cultivation.  Whilft  men  of  the 
World  have  often  complained  of  the  tedioufnefs  and  infipidity  of 
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clouds  of  domeftic  misfortune  which  had  arifen,  could 
not,  indeed,  be  entirely  difpelled  by  any  length  of 
time,  or  effort  of  reafon ;  but  while  they  "  tinged 
"  with  a  browner  (hade  the  evening  of  his  life," 
they  wrought  a  nobler  effeft  in  the  philofophic  calm 
and  cheerful  piety  of  his.  mind.  He  feemed  to  have 
arrived  at  that  "  oera  of  advanced  age,"  which  he 
himfelf  defcribes  in  one  of  his  latefl:  works,  as  "  pre- 
f*  fenting  to  the  intelligent,  and  the  virtuous,  a  fcene 
tc  qf  tranquil  enjoyment,  of  obedient  appetites,  of 
"  well-regulated  affections,  of  maturity  in  know- 
"  ledge,  and  of  calm  preparation  for  immortality. 
"  In  this  ferene  and  dignified  ftate,"  he  continues, 
"  placed  as  it  were  on  the  confines  qf  two  worlds, 

age;  how  different  appear  to  have  been  the  fentiments  of  thofe,  who, 
in  the  vigour  of  life,  have  fought  the  nobler  objects  of  intellectual 
improvement,  and  prepared  for  their  declining  years  the  fimple 
gratifications  of  ftudy  and  reflection.  "  I  fhall  foon  enter  into  the 
"  period,"  fays  a  celebrated  writer,  f<  which,  as  the  raoft  agreeable 
"  of  his  long  life,  was  felected  by  the  judgment  and  experience  of 
ff  the  fage  Fontenelle.  His  choice  is  approved  by  the  eloquent 
"  hiir.or.ian  of  Nature,  (Buffon,)  who  fixes  our  moral  happinefs  at 
"  the  mature  feafon  in  which  our  paffions  are  fuppofed  to  be  calmed, 
"  our  duties  fulfilled,  our  ambition  fatisfied,  our  fame  and  fortune 
f '  eftablilhed  on  a  folid  bafis.  In  private  convcrfation,  that  great  and 
"  amiable  man  added  the  weight  of  his  own  experience;  and  this 
"  autumnal  felicity  might  be  exemplified  in  the  lives  of  many  other 
{'« men  of  letters." 
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**  the  mind  of  a  good  man  reviews  what  is  paft,  with 
<c  the  complacency  of  an  approving  confcience,  and 
"  looks  forward  into  futurity  with  humble  confidence 
f  in  the  mercies  of  God;  and  with  devout  afpirations 
*'  towards  his  eternal  and  ever-increafmg  favour." 

Previous  to  his  Iaft  illnefs,  Dr.  Percival  had  enjoyed 
an  exemption  from  his  accuflomed  malady,  the  head- 
ache, during  a  longer  interval  than  ufual ;  and  his 
health  in  other  refpe&s  had  been  remarkably  favour- 
able. But,  on  Thurfday  the  23d  of'Auguft,  1804, 
he  was  feized  with  a  fliivering  fit,  which  gradually 
augmented  to  fome  violence,  accompanied  with  pain  in 
his  right  moulder.  At  firft  he  was  willing  to  afcribe 
the  fymptoms  to  a  flight  rheumatifm  ;  but  after  a 
reftlefs  and  unrefrefliing  night,  his  diforder  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  alTumed  a  more  ferious  afpect.  A  fixed  pain 
in  the  region  of  the  diaphragm  and  liver  began  to  be 
felt,  which  rapidly  increafed  to  a  degree  of  excruciating 
anguifh.  The  violence  of  the  pain  continued  during 
feveral  days ;  and  on  its  abatement,  left  the  fufferer 
in  a  Hate  of  extreme  debility.  At  this  period,  how- 
ever, fome  hopes  were  entertained,  that  the  diforder 
had  fpent  its  force,  and  that  repofe  and  diet  only 
were  wanting  to  invigorate  the  powers  of  nature. 
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But  his  exhaufted  ftrengtli  returned  no  more  ;  and 
he  at  length  fell  into  a  profound  flumber,  in  which 
his  exiftence  quietly  terminated,  on  the  evening  of 
the  thirtieth  day  of  the  fame  month,  in  the  fixty- 
fourth  year  of  his  age. 

The  fpectacle  of  patient  and  fubmiffive  refignation 
which  Dr.  Percival  exhibited  during  his  laft  illnefs, 
was  truly  impreffive.  At  the  period  when  his  bodily 
fufferings  were  the  mod  acute,  the  ftate  of  his  mind 
evinced  the  exercife  of  unbroken  fortitude  j  and 
when  the  feverity  of  the  pain  had  abated,  and  he  lan- 
guifhed  under  the  oppreflion  of  extreme  debility,  his 
filent  and  thoughtful  ferenity  appeared  like  the  fore- 

tafte  of  eternal  peace.  On  Monday,  the  third  of 

September,  his  remains^  attended  by  his  three  fur- 
viving  fons,  and  his  fon-in-law,  were  depolited  in  the. 
grave  of  his  anceflors,  in  the  burial-ground  of  the 
parochial  church  of  Warrington  ;  and  were  confe- 
crated  with  the  laft  iblemnities  by  his  long-efteemed 
and  valued  friend,  the  Rev.  Geoffry  Hornby,  of 
Winwick. 

A  mural  monument,  erected  to  his  memory,  by  his 
furviving  widow  and  children,  is  placed  on  the  South 
wall  of  the  Chancel, within  the  church  of  Warrington; 
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on  which  is  engraved  the  following  infcription,  from 
the  elegant  and  pathetic  pen  of  the  Rev,  Samuel 
Parr,  LL.  D, 

THOMAE  .  FERCIVAL 
SCRIPTORI  .  CVJVS  .  OPERA  .  PERMVLTA  .  ET  .  PERPOLITA 
PROBITATE  .  IPSIVS  .  ET  •  MORIBVS 
AD  .  OMNEM  .  MEMORIAM  .  COMMENDATA  .  SVNT 
MEDICO  .  RECTISSIMIS  .  STVDIIS 
MAGNA  •  QUE  .  PRVDENTIA  .  ET  .  EXERCITATIONE  .  PRAEDITO 

LIBERTATIS 
SINE  .  VLL1S  .  VERBORVM  .  PRAESTIGIIS 
AVT  .  LVBRICA  .  ET  .  PRAECIPITI  .  RERVM  .  NOVARVM  .CVPIDITATE 
ACERRIMO  .  VINDICI 
MORBORVM  .  SOLLERTER  .  ATQTE  .  HVMANE  .  6VRAND0RVM 
ET  .  VITAE  .  SAPIENTER.HONESTKQVE  .  IN  STITVENDAE' 
DOCTISSIMO  .  AC  .  SANCTISSIMO.PRAECEPTORt 
QVl  .  VIXIT  .  ANNOS  LXIII  .  MENSES  XI  .  DIEM  7 
DECESSIT  .  TERTIO  .  KALEND  .  SEPTEMBR, 
ANNO  .  SACRO  .  M.  DCCC.  IV, 

ELIZABETHA  .  PERCIVAL  .  CONJVX  .  EJVS  .  PIENTISSIMA 
ET  .NOVEM  .  LIBERI  .  SVPERSTITES 
PATRIS  .  DE  .  SE  .  OPTIME  .  MERIT! 
H.  M.  P.  CC. 
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The  Literary  and  Philofophical  Society  of  Man- 
chester have  erected,  over  the  chair  of  the  Prefident, 
in  the  hall  where  their  meetings  are  held,  a  mural 
tablet,  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Percival;  on  which 
is  engraved  the  following  infcription:* 

This  Tablet 
is  dedicated,  by  the  unanimous  vote 
of  the  Literary  and  Philofophical  Society 
OF  MANCHESTER, 
To  the  Memory  of 
THOMAS  PERCIVAL,  M.D.F.R.S.  &c; 
ane  of  the  firft  Founders,  and  during  twenty  years 
the  revered  Prefident,  of  this  Inftitution, 
as  a  teftimony  of  their  grateful  fenfe 
of  his  zeal  in  promoting  their  various  intereftsj 
of  his  frequent  and  valuable  contributions 
to  their  Memoirs; 
of  the  Ability,  Candour,  and  Urbanity 
with  which  he  directed  their  difcurnons, 
and  of  the  elegant  Manners, 
virtuous  Conduct,  and  dignified  Piety, 
by  which  his  Life  was  eminently  diftinguiflied, 
lie  died  Auguft  the  30th,  1S04. 

*  The  infcription  is  the  compofiuon  of  Mr.  Thomas  Henry,  of 
Manchefter,  the  much-refpected  and  valued  friend  of  Dr.  Percival ; 
and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Literary  Society. 
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THE  preceding  account  of  Dr.  Percival's  literary- 
Life  has  anticipated  any  formal  delineation  of  his 
moral  and  intellectual  character.  Had  not  the  cir- 
cumftances,  indeed,  which  are  there  imperfe&ly 
recorded,  ferved  to  exhibit  the  features  of  his  mind 
and  conduct  in  their  real  form,  the  writer  would  have 
declined  a  talk,  too  arduous  and  too  delicate  for  the 
attempt  of  an  avowedly  partial  biographer.  Sup- 
ported, however,  by  the  teftimonies  of  public  and  pri- 
vate virtue,  which  that  narrative  contains,  he  may 
venture,  diffidently,  to  add  a  few  general  obfervations, 
requifite  to  complete  the  purpofe  he  has  undertaken. 

It  may  be  remarked,  that  the  mod  valuable  gift 
of  nature,  a  clear  and  vigorous  understanding,  with 
all  its  faculties  alike  fitted  for  exertion,  was  eminently 
polfeffed  by  the  Subject  of  this  Memoir.  Fortunately 
for  his  intellectual  improvement,  and  perhaps  ffill 
more  fo  for  his  happinefs,  the  powers  of  his  mind 
feemed  to  be  endued  with  that  exaft  proportion  of 
relative  ftrength,  which  experience  has  evinced  to  be 
at  the  fame  time  molt  favourable  to  the  enlargement 
of  the  whole,  and  belt  adapted  to  the  cultivation 
of  fcience  and  virtue.    His  education,  conducted  in 
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great  meafure  by  his  own  difcretion,  correfponded 
with  the  fpeculative  opinions  which  he  afterwards 
taught;  and  by  fuffering  no  one  of  his  talents  to 
remain  unimproved,  nor  any  important  branch  of 
knowledge  to  pafs  unnoticed,  formed  his  mind  for 
liberal  and  comprehenfive  thought.  The  fortune  of 
his  birth  too,  while  it  furniflied  fufficiently  the  means 
and  the  ambition  of  intellectual  culture,  kept  his  views 
fteadily  directed  to  the  attainment  of  ufeful  fcience. 
So  that  nature  and  education  confpired  to  furnifli 
him  with  that  habitual  energy  of  thought  and  con- 
duct, which,  when  controuled,  as  in.  him,  by  the 
Heady  influence  of  a  temperate  judgment,  invariably 

conduces  to  the  benefit  of  mankind.  Simplicity  of 

thought,  and  confiftency  of  opinion,  alfo  ftrongly 
characterifed  his  mind;  while  the  variety  of  his  ac- 
quifitions  combined  with  the  due  vigour  of  his  facul- 
ties to  preferve  him  from  the  bias  of  any  particular 
habits  of  mental  application.  Dr.  Percival's  moral 
qualities  it  may  be  added,  difplayed  the  like  charac- 
ter of  fuitable  and  confident  energy  :  "  fo  happily 
"  were  all  his  virtues  tempered  together ;  fo  juftly 
"  were  they  blended;  and  To  powerfully  did  each 
"  prevent  the  other  from  exceeding  its  proper 
"  bounds." 
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Of  his  acquaintance  with  the  fcience  of  phyfic, 
and  his  ikill  in  the  treatment  of  difeafe,  the  mod 
honourable  testimonies  have  been  afforded  by  the  be  ft 
judges  of  his  merit.  To  the  public  in  general,  his 
Writings  may  furnifli  the  faireft  proof  of  his  talents 
and  induftry;  but  the  eminence  which  he  attained  in 
a  wide  fphere  of  -practical  exertion,  cannot  fail  to  con- 
firm the  validity  of  his  reputation.  A  writer*  who 
has  defcribed  his  accomplilhments  in  eloquent  but 
faithful  language,  fpeaks  of  him  as  a  phyfician  in  the 
following  terms:  "  His  merits  as  a  practitioner  of 
"  phyfic,  and  not  lefs  the  benefits  conferred  -  by  him 
"  on  medical  fcience,  are  too  generally  imderftood 
"  and  confeffed  to  require  any  minutenefs  of  detail. 

A  quick  penetration,  a  difcriminating  judgment,  a 
"  patient  attention,  a  comprehenfive  knowledge,  and, 
"  above  all,  a  deep  fenfe  of  refponfibility,  were 

*  The  Rev.  William  Magee,  D.D.  Profefforof  Mathematics  in 
the  Univerfity  of  Dublin,  &c.  &c.  This  learned  divine  and  accom- ' 
plifhed  fcholar  is  iufficiendy  well  known  to  the  public  by  his 
writings,  to  render  fuperfluous  any  teftimony  of  the  juftnefs  and 
value  of  his  opinions.  It  may  be  obferved  only,  that  during  a 
confaderable  number  of  years  he  preferved  an  intimate  perfonal 
acquaintance  and  correfpondence  with  the  Subject  of  this  narrative  ; 
and  that  the  biographical  tribute  from  which  the  above  extracts 
are  taken,  was  publilhed  in  feveral  periodical  journals  fhortly  after 
Dr.Percival's  deceafe. 
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"  the  endowments  which  fo  confpicuoufly  fitted  him 
"  at  once  to  difcharge  the  duties,  and  extend  the 
"boundaries,  of  the  healing  art.  His  exterior  ac- 
■*  complements  and  manners  were  alike  happily 
"  adapted  to  the  offices  of  his  profeffion.  To  an 
"  addrefs  peculiarly  engaging,  from  its  uncommon 
"  mixture  of  dignity,  refpeetfulnefs,  and  eafe,  was 
"  united  a  gravity  of  deportment  that  befpoke  the 
"  ferioufnefs  of  intereft,  not  the  gloom  of  apprehen- 
"  fion.  The  expreflion  of  a  benign  fympathy,  which 
"  on  every  occafion  of  diftrefs  his  features  borrowed 
M  from  the  genuine  feelings  of  the  kindefr.  commife- 
"  ration,  prefented  him  likewife  the  comforter  in  the 
"  phyfician ;  and  the  topics  of  encouragement  and 
"  confolation  which  the  goodnefs  of  his  heart,  and 
"  the  ample  ftores  of  a  cultivated  mind,  fo  abundantly 
"  fupplied,  enabled  him  to  adminifter  relief  to  the 
"  wounds  of  the  fpirit,  with  no  lefs  efficacy  than  to 
"  the  difeafes  of  the  body.  In  truth,  the  admirable 
"  picture  fo  lately  drawn  by  his  own  mafterly  pencil, 
"  in  that  volume*  in  which  he  has  delineated  the 
"  requifites  and  qualifications  of  the  medical  pra&i- 
"  tiouer,difplays  the  moil  exaft  portraiture  of  himfelf> 


*  Medical  Ethics,  &c. 
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'and  whilft  he  there  depifted  thofe  excellencies  of 
'  the  medical  charafler  whicfi  he  approved  in  theory, 
he  unconfeioufly  bet  defcrihed  thofe  which  he  every 
"  ^  exemplified  in  praftice.    Indeed,  in  that  mod 
"  valnable  Treatife,  which  he  exprefsly  dedicated  as 
"  3  '  Paternal  leSacy' '°  a  much-loved  fon,  and  which 
"  may  now  be  *****  as  his  bequeft  to  his  bre- 
"  thre"  °f  the  facu,t^       'o  the  public,  he  has  left 
"  behmd  him  a  monument  of  profeffional  integrity 

"  and  h°"°m'' which  wi"  ^hibit  him  to  thofe  of  after. 
"  fmes,  what  his  life  and  condua  ,Jave  ^  ^  ^ 

"  CotemP°™*s,  one  of  the  worthieft  objefls  of  their 
"  admiration  and  edeem." 
The  love  of  moral  fcience  which  Dr.  Percival's 
.     Wri,i"SS  c°"<P'™°ufly  difplay,  was  of  early 
ongm;  and  though  it  was  repreifed  during  a  eonfider. 
*le  period  of  his  academical  difcipline,  yet  no  fooner 

7C  ^  SA  m^  of  his  profeffion  overcome 
'ban  he  indulged  freely  i„  the  purfuits  of  his  ^ 

The  greater  part  of  his  feifere,  which  was  never 
*undant,  he  dcvoted>  for  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

_fEth.es  and  Theology.    Nor  is  it  improbable;  ,J 

:f:;:iityforthehttoa«-'y^efr0,a 

;'n;eft~int0wI^hewas,edbyhisinten-  ' 
«  of  entering  theuniver%of0xfor 

VOL.  t  ' 


CCXXVI  MEMOIRS  OF  THE  LIFE  AND  WRITINGS 

which,  it  has  already  been  obferved,  was  for  fome 
time  fufpended,  and  afterwards  relinquiflied,  from 

religious   fcruple§    concerning  fubfcription*  He 

delighted  at  all  times  to  indulge  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  rational  and  moral  conftitution  of  man,  of  his 
various  duties,  and  his  capacity  for  happinefs  and 
improvement;  and  feemed  to  derive  a  pleafure  mod 
congenial  to  his  mind  from  the  illuftratious  that  were 
thus  afforded  him  of  the  wifdom  and  beneficence  of 
the  divine  government.  Perhaps,  indeed,  in  the 
retirement  of  the  clofet  his  fpeculations  fometimes 
became  too  enlarged  and  too  refined  for  the  afrual 
condition  of  mankind  ;  and  the  benevolence  of  the 
philofopher  might  not  always  be  corrected  or  fub- 
dued  by  the  experience  of  the  man.  But  even  when 
his  fpeculations  were  purfued  thus  far,  they  testified 
the  uncommon  clearnefs  and  delicacy  of  his  percep- 
tions, the  wide  range  of  his  views,  and  the  uniform 
elegance  of  his  tafte. 

Neither  the  ftudies,  however,  nor  the  information 
of  Dr.  Percival,  were  confined  to  particular  walks  of 
knowledge.  His  claim  to  the  title  of  a  Scholar  was 
by  no  means  inconfiderable;  and  had  not  his  inter- 
courfe  with  the  writings  of  antiquity  been  interrupted 
by  profeffional  purfuits,  in  conjunction  with  the  un- 
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fortunate  failure  of  his  eye-fight,  he  would  probably 
have  attained  the  confideration  in  claffical  learning 
which  his  early  proficiency  announced.    Befides  the 
elegance  and  purity  of  his  Englifh  ftile,  his  compo- 
sitions abound  with  thofe  beauties  which  can  be 
derived  only  from  a  diligent  (ludy  of  the  ancient 
models.    They  abound  too  with  other  proofs  of  the 
variety  of  his  acquisitions.    His  acquaintance  both 
with  ancient  and  modern  hiftory,  with  the  claffical 
.writings  and  philofophic  difquifitions  of  the  bed 
authors,  is  often  incidentally  difplayed  in  his  mifcella- 
neous  works.     His  moral   treatifes  efpecially  are 
furnimed  with  hiftoric  details ;  which  the  author  has 
adduced  for  the  purpofe  of  exemplification,  and  which 
ferve  at  the  fame  time  to  illuftrate  and  embellifh  the 
doctrines  he.rs  defirous  to  eftablifh.    This  mode  of 
inculcating  moral  principles,  and  truths  of  every  kind, 
that  are  applicable  to  the  conduct  of  life,  Dr.  Percival 
deemed  the  fafeft  and-  mod  effective;  and  it  will  not 
3e  denied,  that  he  has  purfued  it  with  greater  care  and 
elicity,  than  any  of  the  writers  in  our  own  language, 
vho  have  aimed  at  the  fame  method  of  inftru&ion. 
n  this  fubjeft  I  again  refer  with  pleafure  to  the 
mion  of  the  writer  already  quoted. 

P  2 
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"  In  the  feveral  volumes  of '  A  Father's  Indruaions, 
"  and  Moral  Diflertations,'  which  have  appeared  at 
"  -at  different  periods  through  a  fpace  of  twenty-five 
<c  years;  and  which  were  conceived  with  the  admirable 
"  defign  of  exciting  in  the  hearts  of  young  perfons 
"  a  defire  of  knowledge,  and  a  love  of  virtue ;  there 
"  is  to  be  found  as  much  of  pure  ftyle,  genuine  feel- 
"  ing,  refined  tafle,  apt  iHuflration,  judicious  enforce- 
"  ment,  and  pious  reflexion,  as  can  eafily  be  difco- 
"  vered  within  the  fame  compafs  in  any  didactic 
"  compofition.  Perhaps  it  is  not  in  the  reach 
"  of  human  ingenuity  to  execute  a  work  better 
"  adapted  to  its  object ;  and  certainly  within  the 
"  range  of  human  fele&ion  there  can  be  no  object 
"  of  higher  importance,  than  that  which  the  author 
"  held  in  view — the  intellectual,  moral,  and  religious 
"  improvement  of  the  rifing  generation.  This,  in- 
"  deed,  was  an  objecl:  always  near  to  his  thoughts. 
cc  To  this  he  directed  the  powers  of  his  fancy,  the 
<c  ftores  of  his  memory,  and  the  refults  of  his  learn- 
*'  ing ;  and  hence  his  invaluable  productions,  whilft 
"  they  are  intelligible  and  impreffive  to  the  young, 
*'  are  edifying  to  the  mature,  and  interefting  and 
"  delightful  to  all.  In  every  fentiment  the  author  is 
ec  felt,  becaufe  he  fpeaks  from  the  heart  j  in  every 
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"  precept  he  perfuades,  becaufe  utility  is  his  end;  in 
"  every  argument  he  convinces,  becaufe  truth  is  his 
"  guide.  The  merit  of  thefe  collective  works  can  be 
"  duly  appreciated  by  thofe  only  who  have  carefully 
"  perufed  their  feveral  parts ;  and  of  fuch  readers,  it 
"  may  be  fafely  pronounced,  that  not  one  capable  of 
"  a  relifh  for  what  is  beautiful  in  writing,  and  juft  in 

■  "  thinking,  has  ever  clofed  thefe  volumes  without 
"  finding  his  heart  improved,  his  judgment  rectified, 

■  <c  and  his  tafle  refined." 

Active,  however,  and  various  as  were  the  talents 
which  Dr.  Percival  polTefTed,  his  claims  to  the  regard 
!  of  pofterity  will  be  deemed  even  more  confiderable, 
I  when  "  the  nobler  parts  of  his  character  are  contera- 
1  "  plated  in  the  fanctuary  of  his  virtues"    In  the 
the  judgment  of  thofe  who.  were  well  acquainted 
I  with  his  conduct,  it  would  appear,  I  am  perfuaded, 
:no  eafy  matter,  to  defcribe  in  terms  too  lively  or 
.  unqualified,  the  lingular  purity  and  inflexible  recti- 
tude  of  his  nature.      A  confl'ant  command  over 
the  powers;  of  his  judgment,  and  a  mod'  perfect: 
;  controul  over  all  his  paffions,  acquired  by  unre- 
mitting pains,  feemed  to  qualify  him  for  the  habi- 
tual exercife  of  virtue,  throughout  the  multiplied 
relations  of  his  life.    «  Poffeffing  within  himfelf" 
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to  ufe  the  language  of  a  great  writer,  "  a  falient  liv- 
"  ing  principle  of  generous  and  manly  action,"  his 
conduct  was  directed  implicitly  by  the  rule  of  his 
moral  judgment,  and  conformed  more  perfectly  with 
the  ftandard  of  intrinfic  excellence  than  is  commonly 
obferved  even  among  the  mod  virtuous  of  mankind. 
This  independence  of  principle  too  appeared  manifeft 
in  that  dignity  of  exterior  deportment,  which,  with- 
out effort  or  affectation,  he  invariably  preferved.* 
Yet  fo  eminent,  at  the  fame  time,  was  the  gentlenefs 
and  the  fuavity  of  his  temper,  that  thofe  who  were 
unacquainted  with  the  nobler  and  rarer  virtues  which 
he  poffeffed,  readily  paid  the  tribute  of  refpett  to  thefc 
engaging  qualities.    "  Nihil  metiis  in  tcuUu\  gratia 
"  oris  fitpererat;  bonam  viruni  facile  credcres,  magnum 
"  Ubenter."  Perhaps  it  has  hardly  ever  happened,  that 

*  "  Detoulcs  lesqualites  del  homines,"  (fays  M.  Neckar,  in  his 
admirable  treatiie,  '  Be  P  Importance  des  Opinions  Religiet/fes,'), 
V  la  plus  rare,  et  la  pltts  impofante,  J  eft  P  elevation  dans  ks  penjeM 
"  dans  le; fentimens,  et  dans  tes  man'ieres  ;  -accord majejleux  que  la. 
"  vcriie  fettle  peut  entretenir,  et  que  la  moindre  exagcration,  le  plus 
"  petit  dehors  affeele,  derange  et  fait  difparoitrc.  L' elevation  M 
"  reffcmble  pr.int  aPorgueil,  encore  vioins  alavanite;  car  une  defes 
"  beatites  efl  de  «'  tire  jamais  a  la  recherche  des  bommage  des  autres; 
*  p  homme  dotted'  une  veritable  elevation  fe  place  au  defus  metne  de 
"fes  juges ;  Une  conipte  qtP  avec  hi  meme,  il  vitfurP  empire  defa. 
"  epit/ciente;  et  fier  de  la  dignitc  d'untel  maitre,  il  ne  veut  point  d 
"  autre  dependance"  •  fi 
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nature  and  felf-government  havefo  happily  confpired, 

as  to  form  a  character  more  confident  in  its  parts, 

more  amiable  in  its  energies,  or  more  juft  and  rational 

in  its  conduct. 

To  the  inveftigation  of  religious  truths  Dr.  PercTva' 

was  accuftomed  to  apply  the  fame  candid  and  patient 
fpirit  of  enquiry,  which  he  exercifed  in  his  various 
refearches  into  Nature ;  and  he  has  with  equal  juftnefs 
and  felicity  expofed  the  danger  of  indulging  a  con- 
trary difpofition,  wherever  truth  is  the  object  of  our 
purfuit.    "  Scepticifm  and  credulity,"  he  obferves, 
"  are  equally  unfavourable  to  the  acquifition  of 
"  knowledge:  the  latter  anticipates,  the  former  pre- 
"  eludes,  all  enquiry.    One  leaves  the  mind  fatisfied 
"  with  error,  the  other  with  ignorance  j  and  both 
"  magnify  trifles  into  confirmations  ftrong  as  facred 
".  proofs.    The  faftidioumefs  of  fcepticifm,  by  anin- 
"  ftantaneous  decifion,  reje&s  truth,  combined  with 
"  adventitious  falfhood.    The  blindnefs  of  credulity 
"  adopts  falftiood,  even  as  a  fan&ion  to  truth."  In 
another  place,  fpeaking  of  infidel  philofophers,  he 
remarks,   "  Such  degrading  and  unhappy  notions 
"  often  fpring  from  a  love  of  paradox,  a  paffion  for 
"  novel  hypothefis,  ambition  to  be.vi&orious  in  fubtle 
"  difputation,  and  a  contempt  for  efhblifhed  autho- 
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"rity;  accompanied  for  the  moft  part  with  an  im- 
"  plicit  fubmiffion  to  empirics  in  fcience,  who  dogma- 
e*  tize  moft  when  they  affume  the  mafic  of  fcepticifm. 
"  To  the  fuccefsful  purfuit  of  truth,"  he  declares,  (in 
language  defcriptive  of  himfelf,)  "  it  is  neceffary  to 
"  bring  a  well-difciplined  mind,  model!:  and  fober  in  its 
"  views,  and  uninfluenced  not  only  by  vulgar,  but 
"  by  philofophical  prejudices  j  which  are  far  more 
"  dangerous,  becaufe  more  plaufible  and  fafcinating. 
"  When  fubje&s  of  theology  are  inveftigated,  reve- 
"  rence  and  humility  fhould  be  aflbciated  with  all 
"  our  reafonings." 

It  may  be  afTerted,  then,  that  piety  towards  God, 
and  a  deep  fenfeof  moral  accountablenefs,were  among 
the  prevailing  and  adlive  fentiments  of  Dr.  Percival's 
mind.  So  intimately,  in  truth,  were  they  blended 
with  his  habitual  feelings  and  motives  of  conduct, 
that  the  dignity  which  he  derived  from  them  in  the 
more  important  concerns  of  life,  feemed  infeparably 
attached  even  to  his  familiar  actions.  His  views  both 
of  natural  and  revealed  religion  were  of  an  elevated 
order;  fuch  as  he  conceived  to  accord  with  the  in- 
ductions of  the  Gofpel,  and  the  fpeculative  conclu- 
fions  of  his  reafon.  But  his  piety  was  without  gloom, 
and  his  philofophy  without  any  mixture  of  aufterity. 
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The  ftrain  of  ferioufnefs  which  pervades  his  moral 
writings,  obvioufly  exhibits  the  charafteriftic  ten- 
dency of  his  mind.  The  moral  and  theological  dif- 
fertations  which  are  contained  in  the  volume  of 
*'  A  Father's  In/iruclions,"  comprehend  a  general 
view  of  his  opinions,  together  with  an  examination 
of  fome  particular  doctrines ;  whilfl:  the  beautiful  and 
animated  digreflions  of  the  fame  nature,  which  are 
annexed  to  his  t'reatife  on  Medical  Ethics,  teftify 
his  unfading  ardour  j  and  will  be  read  with  peculiar 
intereft,  as  the  lateft  effufions  of  his  mind  on  the 
favourite  topics  of  his  meditation. 

The  fentiments  of  an  intimate  obferver  and  an  able 
|  judge  of  Dr.  Percival's  moral  attributes  may  once 
more  be  adduced.    "  Highly  as  this  excellent  man," 
he  declares,  "  was  to  be  admired  and  loved  for  his 
"  engag'mg  manners,  and  his  intelle&ual  endowments; 
"  thefe  fentiments  are  yet  more  forcibly  excited  by 
"  the  exalted  qualities  which  dignified  and  embellifhed 
"  his  moral  nature.    Thefe  were  the  precious  gems 
"  that  flied  around  his  character  that  luftre  which 
"  made  him  a  public  light.    From  thefe  did  all  his 
attainments  derive  their  flerling  value.    To  thefe 
were  all  his  other  qualifications  rendered  fubfer- 
"  vient ;  and  from  their  pervading  influence  did  he 
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"  acquire  that  fecret  charm  which  gave  him  an  irre- 
"  fiftible  afcendant  over  the  affeftions  of  all  who 
tc  kuew  him.  A  Itrift  probity  and  an  inviolable 
"  love  of  truth  were,  perhaps,  the  mofl  confpicuous 
"  in  the  affemblage  of  thefe  moral  graces.  From 
"  thefe,  his  whole  conduct  derived  a  purity  and 
"  elevation,  luch  as  could  fpring  only  from  a  mind 
*c  in  which  the  fmeft  fenfibilities  of  virtue  had  ever 
"  remained  unhurt  by  the  confcioufnefs  of  difhonour. 
*'  It  was  delightful  to  behold  a  man  diflinguifhed  in  a 
"  profeffion,  in  which,  whether  truly  or  not,  reli- 
"  gious  fcepticifm  has  been  fuppofed  to  prevail  j  pro- 
"  minent  in  the  walks  of  philofophy,  which  in  latter 
"  times  has  too  often  bat  milled  her  votaries;  and 
*«  honoured  in  all  the  literary  circles  of  an  age,  whofe 
*'  peculiar  pride  it  has  been  to  undermine  eftabliflied 
*'  opinions ;  lending  the  whole  weight  and  mo- 
cc  ment  of  his  name  and  talents  to  the  maintenance 
*c  of  genuine  religion,  and  the  fupport  of  Chriftiai 
. "  virtues.  Educated  a  DilTenter,  he  fteadily  retained 
*'  the  principles  of  rational  dhTenr,  without  defcend- 
"  ing  to  be  a  partizan.  Solicitous  upon  all  occa- 
"  fions  to  make  the  Scripture  the  interpreter  and 
"  the  ted  of  religious  truth,  he  had  imbibed  from 
"  the  .perufal  of  the  facred  volume,  an  enlightened. 
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m  familiarity  with  thofe  great  truths  which  muft 
"  lie  at  the  foundation  of  the  creed  of  every  fincere 
"  Chriftian.  His  religious  tenets  were  therefore 
V  revered  by  the  truly  good  and  candid  of  all  deno- 
"  minations ;  and  by  fome  of  the  mod  eminent 
"  divines,  and  worthieft  prelates  of  the  Eftabliihed 
"  Church,  his  correfpondence  and  friendly  inter- 
f4  courfe  were  highly  efleemed,  and  his  opinions  not 
tc  unfrequently  cited  and  recommended,' * 

In  the  welfare  of  the  State,  and  in  political  meafures 
of  almoft  every  defcription,  Dr.  Percival  was  accus- 
tomed to  indulge  a  lively  interefl: ;  and  on  great  occa- 
iions  the  fituation  of  affairs,  or  the  conduct  of 
government,  feemed  to  take  a  hold  upon  his  feelings, 
deeper  than  is  ufual  even  among  men  more  clofely 
connected  with  public  proceedings.  He  fully  accorded 
with  the  fentiments  of  Mr.  Burke,  "  that  when  the 
• c  affairs  of  the  nation  are  diffracted,  private  people 
"  are,  by  the  fpirit  of  the  law,  juftified  in  ftepping 
"  a  little  out  of  their  ordinary  fpheres.  They  enjoy 
ec  a  privilege  of  fomewhat  more  dignity  and  efFe£r, 
"  than  that  of  idle  lamentation  over  the  calamities  of 
<c  their  country.  They  may  look  into  them  narrow- 
"  ly,  they  may  reafon  upon  them  liberally,  and  may 
"  fometimes  be  of  feryice  to  the  caufeof  government." 
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On  one  occafion  only  was  Dr.  Percival's  pen  em- 
ployed on  the  fubje&s  of  political  difquifition.  But 
his  Effay  on  Taxation  may  afford  an  example  of  the 
general  tenor  of  his  principles,  and  of  his  claim 
to  the  reputation  of  a  temperate  and  conftitu- 
tional  Whig.  Devotedly  attached  to  the  welfare  of 
his  country,  he  viewed  with  a  watchful  and  even 
jealous  eye  any  tendency  towards  an  incroachment 
on  the  great  charters  of  its  privileges  and  happinefs. 
lie  rejoiced  in  the  poffeffion  of  freedom,  not  that 
it  might  afford  a  latitude  to  political  offences,  or 
indulgence  to  the  reftlefs  fpirit  of  difobedience,  but 
from  a  conviction  of  its  powerful  and  beneficial 
aid  in  the  advancement  of  our  focial  nature.  Firm 
in  his  principles,  and  moderate  in  his  expectations, 
he  turned  with  averfion  from  thofe  fchemes  of  inno- 
vation which  a  philofophic  fancy  may  project,  but 
which  infatiable  violence,  at  the  fignal  of  authority, 
may  be  roufed  to  execute.  Thofe  exceffes  which  have 
recently,  and  perhaps  indelibly,  polluted  the  name  of 
Freedom,  he  regarded  in  their  genuine  forms  of  hor- 
ror. But  whilfl  he  deprecated  the  calamities  which 
have  followed  the  licentioufnefs  of  French  liberty, 
he  lamented,  in  common  with  the  more  elightened 
and  calm  fpe&ators  of  thofe  events,  the  permanent 
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injury  which  has  been  fuftained  to  the  caufe  of 
political  reformation  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

The  prudence  of  Dr.  Percival  in  the  ordinary  bufi- 
nefs  and  intercourfe  of  life  was  marked  chiefly  by  a 
fteady  attention  to  the  rule  of  equity  and  propriety. 
In  his  perfonal  affairs,  his  commerce  with  the  world 
was  diftinguiftied  by  the  mod  unremitting  fpirit  of 
liberality ;  and  his  private  generofrty  was  not  unfre- 
quently  betrayed  by  the  unfufpe&ing  confidence 
which  he  indulged.  In  matters,  however,  of  ferious 
concern,  his  conduct  was  regulated  by  the  ftandard 
of  exatt  and  fcrupulous  re&itude;  and  his  caution  in 
purfuing  meafures  that  might  affeft  his  own  reputa- 
tion or  that  of  others  in  the  fmalled  degree,  was  a 

confpicuous  part  of  his  character.  By  this  habitual 

prudence  he  conciliated  to  an  uncommon  degree  the 
regard  of  thofe  around  him,  and  excited  an  univerfal 
fentiment  of  deference,  which  preferved  him  even  from 
the  contagion  of  party  fpirit.  In  the  courfe  of  a  long 
life  of  a&ive  ufefulnefs,  he  had  frequent  occafion  to 
refleft  with  fatisfa&ion  on  the  temperate  and  meafured 
fyftem  which  he  had  purfued ;  while  he  might  derive 
fome  gratification  from  the  frequent  demand  of  his 
fervices  as  a  candid  and  "judicious  moderator. 
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The  perfonal  frame  of  Dr.  Percival  was  about  the 
middle  Itature;  but  flender,  aud  not  adapted  to  any 
confiderable  exertions  of  ftrength.  The  delicacy  of 
his  conftitution  profcribed  the  violent  or  long-con- 
tinued exercife  of  his  bodily  powers;  fo  that  he  was 

feldom  capable  of  enduring  much  fatigue.  His 

addrefs  was  pleafing,  and  his  countenance,  efpecially 
on  a'  firll  approach,  befpoke  in  an  eminent  degree  the 
inviting  benevolence  of  his  heart.  Neither  in  public 
or  private  fociety  was  he  embarrafled  by  unforefeen  or 
untoward  occurrences;  his  dexterity,  on  the  contrary, 
in  obviating  unexpe&ed  difficulties,  was  Angularly 

happy.  In  the  company  of  Grangers,  of  his  family, 

or  friends,  his  conversion  was  alike  cheerful,  polite, 
and  varied.  A  dignified  affability,  expreffive  of  cor- 
refponding  virtues,  and  improved  by  an  habitual 
attention  to  the  more  elegant  forms  of  intercourfe, 
was  the  uniform  attribute  of  his  manner ;  whilft  the 
congeniality  of  that  manner  with  the  temper  and  pur- 
fuits  of  the  individual  (lamped  upon  it  the  moft 
genuine  character  of  fimplicity.  "  Tanta  Mi  comitas 
c:  in  focios ;  vifuque  et  auditu  juxta  venerabilis  !'*. 
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IF  the  preceding  narrative  fliall  have  ferved  in 
any  adequate  degree  to  illuftrale  the  charaflcr  and 
opinions  of  its  venerable  Subjefr,  the  purpofe  of  the 
writer  will  be  fulfilled,  and  his  hopes  fufFiciently  re- 
warded. That  the  reprefentation  he  has  drawn  will 
be  recognized  as  the  entire  or  perfect  image  of  Dr. 
Percival's  mind,  he  cannot  prefurae  to  expecl:;  fenfible 
as  he  is,  that  if  the  habits  of  relationmip  may  have 
afforded  him  an  ample  acquaintance  with  the  circum- 
ftances  of  his  fubjeft,  they  may  alfo  have  extended 
his  views  beyond  the  limit  of  difinterefted  judgment; 
or  on  the  other  hand,  if  they  have  given  him  the 
opportunity  of  nearer  and  more  accurate  obfervation. 
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they  may  have  led  him  to  the  inexcufable  error  of 
magnifying  unimportant  details.  He  can  afiert,  how- 
ever, with  confidence,  that  he  has  endeavoured  to 
exprefs  in  faithful  language  thofe  fentiments  which  are 
deeply  engraven  on  his  own  mind;  and,  that,  how- 
ever imperfect  be  the  fuccefs  of  that  endeavour,  he 
mall  fecure  the  fatisfaftion  of  having  gratified,  for 
a  laudable  purpofe,  his  feelings  of  filial  veneration, 
"  <?/,  in  contemplatione  vita  per  virtutcm  acta,  deftde- 
*'  riam  patris^folatiis  hone/its,  to/era  ndi." 

With  refpeft  to  the  Correfpondence  of  Dr.  Percival, 
which  forms  a  part  of  the  preceding  Narrative,  it  may 
be  proper  to  obferve,  that  although  his  own  Letters 
furnish  an  imperfect  fpecimen  of  his  talents  and  va- 
rious qualifications  as  an  epiflolary  writer;  yet  as 
they  comprehend  the  mod  valuable  or  appropriate 
of  thofe  communications  which  accident  has  prefer- 
ved,  their  publication  has  been  deemed  advifable; 
more  efpecially,  fince  the  ext'enfive  correfpondence 
which  Dr.  Percival  maintained  with  perfons  of  emi- 
nence in  various  departments,  has  diflfufed  a  very 
general  opinion  of  the  intereft  and  value  of  his  private 
communications.     From  fuch  fources  undoubtedly 
may  have  arifen  the  credit  which  he  merited,  by 
his  ikill   in   epiflolary  compofition,    a  favourite 
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annifement  of  his  leifnre.  But  the  fugitive  and  pe- 
rifhable  nature  of  fuch  compofitions,  and  the  fcanty 
number  of  duplicates  which  Dr.  Percival  preferved 
by  his  amanuenfes,  have  prevented  the  Editor  from 
gratifying  the  public  as  amply  as  might  be  wiflied; 
and  from  effecting  a  purpofe  which  he  had  confidently 
hoped,— of  rendering  the  Subject  of  the  narrative,  ' 
in  a  great  mealure,  his  own  Biographer. 

In  concluding  thefe  Memoirs  of  a  life  eminently 
laudable  and  ufeful,  and  of  a  character  virtuous  and 
.accomplifhed  beyond  the  degree  which  excites  ordi. 
nary  admiration,  it  is  confolatory  to  record  the  tefti- 
monies  of  public  efteem  and  private  friendfliip,  which 
attended  the  lofs  of  the  individual  in  whom  they  were 
waited.    The  effufions  of  perfonal  refpeft  and  affec- 
•  ion  which  that  melancholy  event  drew  from  a  wide 
ircle  of  acquaintance,  Furnifhed  a  pleafing  proof,  that, 
i  the  eftimation  of  intimate  obfervers,  no  man 
:>erhaps  ever  left  behind  him  more  lively  memorials 
f  his  virtue.    The  public  tributes  of  veneration  of- 
sred  to  his  memory,  were  equally  difmterefted'  and 
ratifying.    But  it  is  probable  that  thofe  individuals 
nly  who  purfued  the  fteps  of  Dr.  Percival  from  the 
aive  fcenes  of  life  to  the  retirement  of  domeftic  pri-  ■ 
icy,  could  be  adequately  acquainted  with  the  purity 
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of  his  fentimems,  the  fuavity  of  his  temper,  the 
wifdom  and  fortitude  of  his  conduct;  fo  true  is  it,  in 
the  language  of  the  Roman  writer,  "  fuit  ilk  vir  j 
"  cumforis  clarus  ium  domi  admirandtts  ;  neque  rebus 
"  externis  magis  laudandus,  quam  infiitutis  dome/licis." 

The  following  Infcription  merits  a  place  in  thefe 
records,  as  a  mingled  teftimony  of  public  refpect  and 
private  efteem.  It  is  the  production  of  the  claffical 
pen  of  Dr.  Parr;  and  was  originally  defigned  for  the 
Tablet  which  the  Literary  and  Philofophical  Society 
of  Manchefter  has  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Dr. 
Percival. 

THOMAE  .  PERC1VAL 
QUI  .  NON  .  SOLUM  .  AD.  SOCIETATEM  .  MANCUNIENSE.M 
CONSTITUENDAM 
COKSILIO  .  HORTATU  .  AUCTOR.1TATE 
1NCUBUIT 
SED  .  CON  ST  IT  UT  AM 
ANIMO  .  ERUDITO 
SCRIPTIS  .  ELEGANTISSIM1S 
SINGULAR!  .  MORUM  .  COMITATE 
MULTUM  .  ET  .  D1U  .  ORNAVIT 
SODALES  .  EJUS   .  SUPERSTITES 
HANC  .  MARMORE AM  .  TABELLAM 
D.  S.  I. 
P.CC. 
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NOTE  (A.)  PAGE  XXXV. 

"^HE  fa&s  which  relate  to  the  Population,  of  the  town  and 
neighbourhood  of  Manchefter,  are  fo  curious,  that  I  am 
luced  to  infert  in  this  place  a  concife  ftatement  of  them,  together 
:h  the  remarks  to  which  they  gave  rife.    "  At  the  clofe  of  the 
ear  1772,"  fays  Dr.  Percival,  "  an  account  was  collected  from 
very  country  chapel,  both  epifcopal  and  duTenting,  in  the  parifh, 
f  the  baptifms  and  burials  of  that  year.   The  former  were  found 
.3  amount  to  401 ;  the  latter  to  246  ;  and  there  is  a  prefumption 
'.at  this  is  nearly  the  annual  proportion  of  deaths  in  tne  pariih  of 
lanchefter,  exclujive  of  the  town  and  townfhip.   For  the  number 
■  burials  in  the  whole  parifh  was  in  the  fame  year  exactly  1,200; 
id  it,  has  been  fhewn,  that  the  deaths  in  the  town  of  Manchefter, 
a  one  year  with  another  958.   This  fum  being  fubtrafted  from 
200,  leaves  a  remainder  (24a)  for  the  country,  very  nearly  equal 
246;  and  if  13,786,  the  number  of  people  in  the  parifh,  be 
ded  by  246,  it  will  appear  that  only  1  in  56,  of  the  inhabi- 
Sadies  annually;  whilft  the  yearly  mortality  in  Manchefter 
m  28.   Such  a  fttiking  difparity  in  the  healthinefs  of  a  large 
n,  and  the  country  which  furrounds  it,  granting  it  to  be  lels 
1  has  been  fuppofed,  will  fcarcely  be  credited  by  thofe 
q  2 
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"  have  paid  no  attention  to  inquiries  of  this  nature ;  and  it  muft 
«  afford  matter  of  aftonifhment  even  to  the  phyfician  and  the  philo- 
"  fopher,  when  he  refledh,  that  the  inhabitants  of  both  live  in  the 
"  fame  climate,  carry  on  the  fame  manufa&ures,  and  are  chiefly 
"  fupplied  with  provifions  from  the  fame  market.  But  his  furprize 
**  will  give  way  to  concern  and  regret,  when  he  obferves  the  havoc 
**  produced  in  every  large  town,  by  luxury,  irregularity,  and  in- 
"  temperance ;  the  numbers  that  fall  annual  vi&ims  to  contagious 
"  diftempers,  which  never  ceafe  to  prevail ;  and  the  pernicious  in- 
"  fluence  of  confinement,  uncleanlinefs,  and  foul  air,  on  the  dirai- 
u  nution  of  life." 

It  is  obvious  that  the  refult  of  thefc  and  fimilar  inquiries  does  not 
extend  to  a  folution  of  the  great  queftion  refpedring  the  means  of 
increafing  or  diminifliing  naltotud  population. 


note  (b.)  page  Iviii. 

Extrafi  of  a  Letter  from  Benjamin  Franklin,  LL.D. 
to  Dr.  Psrcival,  dated Lo>idon,  1771. 

«  f\S  my  return  to  London,  I  found  your  favour  of  die  16th 
^  May.   I  wifh  I  could,  as  you  defire,  give  you  a  be 
explanation  of  the  phenomenon  in  queftion,  fince  you  feem  no 
quite  fatisfied  with  your  own  ;  but  I  think  we  want  more  and :  ■ 
greater  variety  of  experiments  in  different  circumftances,  to  enabl 
us  to  form  a  thoroughly-fatisfafio.y  hypothefis.-I  will  endeavou 
to  explain  to  you  what  occurred  to  me  when  I  firft  heard  of  the  M 
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"  I  fuppofe  it  will  be  generally  allowed,  on  a  little  conhderation 
of  the  fubject,  that  fcarce  any  drop  of  water  was,  when  it  began  to 
fell  from  the  clouds,  of  a  magnitude  equal  to  that  it  has  acquired 
I  when  it  arrives  at  the  earth.    The  lame  of  the  feveral  pieces  of 

I  hail ;  becaufe  they  are  often  fo  large  and  weighty,  that  we  cannot 
I .  conceive  a  poffibility  of  their  being  fufpended  in  the  air,  and  re- 

I I  maining  at  reft  there  for  any  time,  how  fmall  foever;  nor  do  we 
|<  eonceive  any  means  of  forming  them  fo  large  before  their  fall.  It 
h  feems  then,  that  each  beginning  drop  and  particle  of  hail  receives 
Ic  continual  addition  in  its  progrefs  downwards.  This  may  be  feveral 
lv  ways ;  by  the  union  of  numbers  in  their  courfe,  fo  that  what  was  at 
If  firft  only  a  defcending  mill  becomes  a  mower ;  or  by  each  particle, 

I  in  its  defcent  through  air  that  contains  a  great  quantity  of  duTolved 
I  water,  ftriking  againft,  attaching  to  itfelf,  and  carrying  down  with 
;it,fuch  particles  of  that  duTolved  water  as  happen  to  be  in  its  way;  • 
>or  attrafting  to  itfelf  fuch  as  do  rot  lie  direclly  in  its  courfe,  by  its 
i  different  flate,  either  •with  regard  to  common  or  eleclric  fire,  or  by 
l»11  thefe  caufes  united. 

"  In  the  firft  cafe,  by  the  uniting  of  numbers,  larger  drops  might 
■be  made,  but  the  quantity  falling  in  the  fame  fpace  would  be  the 
'Same  at  all  heights;  unlefs,  as  you  mention,  the  whole  Ihould  be 
contracted  in  falling,  the  lines  defcribed  by  all  the  drops  converging ; 
o  'o  that  what  fetoutto  fall  from  a  cloud  of  many  thoufand  acres, 
hould  reach  the  earth  in  perhaps  a  third  of  that  extent ;  of  which 
fomewhat  doubt. 

"  In  the  other  cafe,  we  have  two  experiments,    i.  A  dry  glafs 

:iottle  lilled  with  very  cold  water  will  prefently  colled  from  the 
semingly  dry  air  that  furrounds  it,  a  quantity  of  water  that  mail 

'over  its  fuiface,  and  run  down  its  fides;  which  perhaps  is  done 
y  the  power  wherewith  the  cold  water  attracts  the  fluid,  common 
re,  that  had  been  united  with  difTolved  water  in  the  air,  and  draw- 

;ig  that  fire  through  the  glafs  into  itfelf,  leaves  the  water  on  the 
utlide.  2.  An  eleclrified  body  left  in  a  room  for  fome  time  will  be 
tore  covered  with  duft  than  other  bodies  in  the  fame  room  not 

■  eftrified,  which  duft  feems  to  be  attracled  from  the  circumavr 
tnt  air. 
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"  Now  we  know,  that  the  rain,  even  in  our  hotteft  days,  comes 
from  a  very  cold  region.    Its  falling  fometimes  in  the  form  of  ice 
fliews  this  clearly ;  and  perhaps  even  the  rain  is  fnow  or  ice  when 
it  firft  moves  downwards,  though  thawed  in  falling :  and  we  btonu 
that  the  drops  of  rain  are  eleSfrified.   But  thofe  caufes  of  addition 
to  each  drop  of  water,  or  piece  of  hail,  one  would  think,  could  not 
long  continue  to  produce  the  fame  effect;  fince  the  air  through 
which  the  drops  fall  muft  foon  be  ftripped  of  its  previoufly  diffolved 
water,  fo  as  to  be  no  longer  capable  of  augmenting  them.  Indeed' 
very  heavy  mowers  of  either  are  never  of  long  continuance ;  but 
moderate  rains  often  continue  fo  long  as  to  puzzle  this  hypothefis. 
So  that  upon  the  whole,  I  think,  as  I  intimated  before,  that  we  ara 
■yet  hardly  ripe  for  making  one," 


The  philofophical  reader  may  perhaps  be  of  opinion,  that  the 
foregoing  fpeculations  tend  rather  to  confirm  than  to  invalidate  the 
probability  of  Dr.  Percival's  hypothefis;  efpecially  as  the  writer 
has  himfelf  adopted  iheelettric  fuppolition  of  convergency,  in  order 

to  complete  his  explanation.  By  the  obliging  permiflion  of  the 

Bifhop  of  Landaff,  I  annex  the  following  very  ingenious  communi- 
cation  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  which  his  Lordfhip  tranfmitted  toDr, 
Percival  many  years  ago. 

"  Trumpington,  near  Cambridge,  July  iz,  177* 

«  I  AM  much  obliged  to  you,  not  only  for  the  papers  which  you 
have  had  the  goodnefs  to  communicate  to  me  by  letter,  but  fot 
your  ingenous  treatife  on  the  Poifon  of  Lead ;  which  nothing  but 
the  extreme  hurry  of  my  affairs  in  the  Univerfity  could  have  pre- 
vented me  from  acknowledging  fboner.  With  refpecl  to  the  dif- 
ferent quantities  of  rain  falling  at  different  heights,  I  once  thought 
that  the  phenomenon  might  be  illuftrated  by  the  following  confi- 
derations.  Let-  us  fuppofe  the  earth  to  be  a  globe  of  rock  fait,  and 
to  be  covered  with  watei  to  the  height  of  five  miles ;  and  imagining 
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the  W3ter  to  be  divided  into  fperical  fhells  of  equal  thicknefles,  i 
(fuppofe  one  hundred  yards  each,)  it  is  clear  to  me  that  the  firft 
fliell  contiguous  to  the  furface  of  the  fait  would  contain  a  much 
greater  quantity  of  fait  in  folution  than  the  lecond,  the  fecond  more 
than  the  third,  the  third  than  the  fourth,  and  lb  on.  For  the  water 
immediately  contiguous  to  the  fait  would  laturate  itfelf ;  and  from 
that  circumftance  becoming  fpecilically  heavier  than  the  water  at 
thediflance  of  a  mile,  or  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  it  would  not,  from  the 
ordinary  motion  of  the  winds  and  tides,  mix  itfelf  uniformly  with 
the  whole  mafs  of  water.  Now  let  us  fuppofe  all  the  diflblved  lak 
to  be  precipitated,  and  the  precipitation  to  begin  from  the  top ;  it 
is  evident  that  the  quantity  of  the  precipitate  will  increafe,  not 
limply  with  the  increafe  of  the  fpace  through  which  it  has  defeended, 
but  in  a  higher  ratio,  inafinuch  as  the  laft  (hell  through  which  it 
defcends  may  be  fuppofed  to  contain  50  or  100  times  as  much  as 
the  firft.  Again,  inftead  of  fuppofing  the  fhells  of  water  to  be  of 
the  lame  denficy,  and  as  fuch  capable  of  duTolving  equal  quantities 
of  fait,  let  them  decreafe  in  denlity  in  any  high  ratio,  as  their  dis- 
tance from  the  furface  of  the  lalt  increafes;  and  it  will  from  that 
fuppofition  alfo  follow,  that  a  much  greater  quantity  of  fait  muft  be 
fufpended  in  the  (hell  contiguous  to  the  fait,  than  in  any  of  the 
reft.  You  will  readily  perceive  that  thefe  fuppofitions  are  wholly- 
analogous  to  that  of  the  air  brooding  over  the  furface  of  the  earth  ; 
the  lower  fhells  of  which  will  be,  it  fhould  feem,  much  more  loaded 
with  water  than  the  higher,  upon  the .  hypolbefix  that  water  is 
diflblved  in  air,  as  fait  in  water.  It  was  in  fome  fuch  way  as  this 
that  I  endeavoured,  about  three  years  ago,  in  a  letter  to  Dr. 
Heberden,  to  explain  the  phenomenon  you  have  fo  much  better 
illuftrated.  When  I  get  a  little  leifure  from  the  bufinefs  of  my 
office,  I  intend  to  refume  my  chemical  ftudies,  and  fhall  always  be 
happy  in  hearing  from  you  upon  any  fubjeft  touching  natural 
Knowledge." 
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NOTE  (C.)  PAGE  lxvii. 


N  the  ijth  of  May,  1780,  Dr.  Percival  fuftained  the  Jofs  of  a 


daughter,  in  the  third  year  of  her  age;  and  on  the  35th  day 
of  the  fame  month  died  one  of  his  fons,  a  year  younger  in  age.  His 
fentiments  on  this  trying  occadon  are  exprefled  in  the  following 
fliort  communication  to  Qne  of  his  moft  efteemed  friends: — 

"  In  my  laft  letter,  I  exprefled  my  fympathy  in  your  late  paternal 
TufFerings.  Soon,  I  fear,  it  will  be  my  unhappy  lot  to  experience 
the  like  myfelf.  My  youngeft  daughter,  who  is  about  the  age  of 
the  one  you  loft,  was  attacked  by  the  hooping-cough  a  fortnight 
ago.  Violent  pneumonic  fymptoms  enfued,  and  thefe  have  termi- 
nated in  a  confumption  of  the  lungs,  accompanied  with  the  ftrongeft 
fymptoms  of  hectic  fever  I  ever  faw  in  fo  young  a  fubjeft.  I  have 
four  other  children  indifpoled.  One  has  the  hooping-cough 
feverely.  ' 

"  Farewell,  my  dear  friend  !  Convinced  as  we  both  are  of  the 
rectitude,  wifdom,  and  goodnefs  of  the  Deity,  I  truft  we  have  Dot 
now  to  learn  gratitude  for  his  favours,  and  acquiefcence  in  his 
appointments." 


The  following  Infcriptions,  dedicated  by  Dr.  Percival  to  the 
memory  of  his  Children,' may  juftly  be  deemed  admirable  for  their 
piety,  fimplicity,  and  pathos. 
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On  Monday  May  the  ijth,   M.  DCC.  LXXX. 
died,  of  the  Hooping-Cough, 
complicated  with 
Hectic  Fever  and  Pulmonary  Confumption, 
MARIA  PERCIVAL, 
in  the  third  year  of  her  age. 
She  was  interred  at  Warrington, 
in  the  Chapel  Yard, 
on  the  1 8th  day  of  the  fame  month. 
Farewell,  my  beloved  Maria! 
Afflictive   long   will   be  thy  lofs; 
yet,  fweet 
the   Memory  of  thy   dawning  Virtues. 
Thy  meek  and   gentle  Spirit, 
too  tender  for  refiftance,  too  fincere  for  art, 
with  no  defence 
fave  Innocence  and  Love, 
might  have  fuffered  many  a  painful  wound, 
in   the  conflicts  of 
Human  Life: 
And, 
That  Being, 
The  Difpenfations   of  whofe  Providence 
are  ever 
kind,    and  wife,    and  juft, 
has   taken  thee  early 
not  prematurely 
to 

Himself: 

For  or  such  is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven." 
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On  Thurfday  May  the   35  th,   M.  DCC.  LXXX. 

died, 

Of  the  Hooping-Congh,  and  Acute  Aflhms, 
EDWARD   BAYLEY  PERCIVAL, 
in  the  fecond  year  of  his  age. 
He 

was  interred  on   the  following  Sunday, 
at  Warrington, 
in   the  lame  vault 
with   his   Sifter  and  infeparable  companion. 
Take  back, 
O!  Go» 
Thy  dear,    thy  lateft  gift! 
A.  Mother's  Solace,   and  a  Father's  Hope! 
Pity  the  parting  pang 
fo  foon  renewed  ! 
Forgive  this  Sigh 
that  faintly  utters 
"Let  thy  Wtli.  be  done!" 


note  (d.)  page  lxxii. 

HHHE  following  letteis  are  inferted  in  this  place,  as  a  teftimony 
of  the  gracious  manner  in  which  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to 
fignify  his  acceptance  of  the  Addrefs  of  the  Mancheftcr  Society. 

From  Dr.  Percivai.  to  the  Right  Hon.  William  Ptrr. 

Sir,  "  Manchejler,  Feb.  19, 

"  THE  Literary  and  Philofophical  Society  of  Mancheftcr  have  a 
volume  of  Memoirs  in  the  prefs,  which  is  nearly  completed ;  and  they 
are  ambitious  to  infcribe  their  firft-fruits  to  the  King.   I  am  there- 


of 
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fore  commiffioned  to  requeft  your  good  offices  with  his  Majefty,  as 
our  folicitor  on  this  occafion.  The  papers  to  be  publiflied  have 
been  carefully  felefled  from  the  inclofed  lift ;  and  many  of  them 
have  been  delivered  or  tranfmitted  by  perfons  of  diftinguilhed  rank 
in  the  republic  of  letters.  You  may  therefore,  I  truft,  be  aftured 
that  the  work  will  not  difgrace  the'Royal  Patronage.  It  gives  me 
fome  pain  to  trouble  you  with  any  application,  which  may  in  the 
flighteft  degree  interrupt  your  very  important  engagements  at  this 
interefting  period  of  public  bufinefs :  but  the  Marquis  of  Lans- 
down,  with  his  ufual  friendlinefs,  informs  me,  that  propriety  requires 
1  mould  write,  either  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, or  to  you.  And  I  am  influenced  to  addrefs  myfelf,  in 
the  name  of  our  Society,  to  Mr.  Pitt,  from  the  high  refpedr.  I  en- 
tertain for  his  character,  as  well  as  from  the  fecret  pride  I  feel  in 
foliciting  a  favour  from  one  to  whom  I  ihould  deem  it  a  peculiar 
honour  to  be  obliged. 

"  With  the  moft  cordial  wifhes  for  your  health,  happinefs,  and 
fuccefs,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  faithful  and  obedient 
humble  fervant,  &c." 


From  the  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt  to  Dr.  Percival. 

s,rj  "  Do'wmng-S'treet,  April  %%. 

"  I  Received  the  favour  of  your  letter  ;  and  have  in  confequence 
taken  an  opportunity  of  laying  before  the  King  the  requeft  of  the 
Literary  and  Philofophical  Society  of  Manchefter,  that  they  may 
be  permitted  to  inferibe  a  volume  of  their  Memoirs  to  his  Majefty ; 
and  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  his  Majefty  has  been  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  authorize  me  to  fignify  his  confent. 

"  I  think  myfelf  much  flattered  by  the  manner  in  which  this 
commiffion  has  been  conveyed  to  me  ;  and  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  great  refpeft,  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  and  moft  faithful  ferj 
rant,  &c. 
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From  the  Right  Hon.  William  Put  to  Dr  PsXctrAU . 


"  I  HAVE  received  your  favour  of  the  nth  inflant,  and  alfb 
the  two  copies  of  the  Memoirs'of  the  Literary  and  Philofophical 
Society;  and  agreeably  to  the  wifhes  of  the  gentlemen,  I  have  this 
day  prefented  one  of  the  copies  to  his  Majefty,  who  was  pleafed  to 
accept  it  very  gracioufly. 

"  Permit  me  at  the  fame  time  to  requeft,  that  you  will  affure  the 
Society  that  I  feel  very  fenfibly  their  polite  atttention  to  me  upon 
the  occafion ;  and  that  you  will  believe  me  to  be,  with  great  refpeft, 
Sir,  your  moit  obedient  humble  fervant,  Sec." 


HE  following  are  extradb  from  1'ome  communications  of  M. 


Froflard,  of  Lyons,  the  ingenious  and  intelligent  author  of  a 
work,  entitled  "  La  Caufe  des  Efclaves  Negri's,  et  des  Halitans  de  " 
la  Gitince."  The  letters  are  addreffed  to  Dr.  Percival,  and  will 
be  found  to  contain  criticifms  on  "  the  Tribute  to  the  Memory  of 
M.  de  Polier,"  on  the  volumes  of  **  A  Father's  InftrudHons,"  and 
other  fmaller  pieces,  which  M.  Froflard  fucceflively  tranflated  into 
the  French  language.  Some  complimentary  and  irrelevant  paflages 
are  omitted. 


Sir, 


"  DotwiitigrSfreci,  November,  1785. 


note  (e.)  page  Ixxii. 


(Tranjlatlons.) 


Lyons,  March  3,  1783. 


f*  I  Received  by  a  friend,  a  few  days  ago,  your  Tribute  to  the 
Memory  of  Charles  de  Polier,  cfq.  I  read  this  little  work,  with 
much  pleasure,  and  have  found  it  as  juft  as.it  is  elegant  and  pathetic. 
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Perceiving  the  defign  of  your  Society,  in  communicating  the  Eloge 
to  me,  I  haften  to  fulfil  their  wifhes,  by  executing  a  transition  of 

Jt.  The  countryman,  the  companion,  the  friend  of  him  whole 

lofs  you  deplore ;  I  recognize  in  every  feature  of  your  defcription 
the  delineation  of  truth.  I  obferve  with  fatisfaftion  the  prailes 
which  you  have  conferred,  and  your  eftimation  of  the  qualities  of 
the  heart  above  thofe  of  the  underftanding.  M.  de  Poller  is  painted 
in  colours  the  moft  natural,  illuftrating  not  only  his  mind,  but 
your  own.  From  this  perufal,  I  cannot  but  imagine  that  I  fee  and 
am  acquainted  with  you.  The  value  of  knowledge,  virtue,  and 
modefty,  is  never  fo  powerfully  inculcated,  as  when  they  are  exem- 
plified in  the  character  of  the  writer. 

 "  I  fhall  avail  myfelf  of  an  opportunity  which  con- 
veys to  England  Dr.  Blair's  volumes,  to  fend  you  a  few  fpecimens 
of  my  tranjlation  of  your  eloquent  Eloge  ;  &c.  &c. 

"  Lyons,  Aug.  i}  1783. 

«« I  Received  by  my  old  and  refpecled  friend  M***,  the  excel- 
lent work  ("  A  Father's  Inftructions")  which  you  had  the  goodnefs 
to  fend  me,  and  I  perufed  it  with  avidity.  There  is  nothing  more 
juftly  interefting  than  to  fee  a  wife  and  tender  parent  devoting  his 
leifure  to  the  improvement  of  young  minds ;  and  by  a  variety  of 
inftruclive  leffo:is,  infpiring  them  with  the  love  of  truth,  juftice,  and 
ufefulnefs.  You  will  reap  the  fruit  of  a  fyftem  of  education  fo  ra- 
tional and  engaging;  and  its  value  will  be  felt  by  your  country,  as 
well  as  by  your  family.  I  am  defirous  to  tranfmit  to  my  country- 
men a  treafure  fo  precious,  and  defer  the  tranflation  only  till  my 
completion  of  Dr.  Blair's  Sermons. 

"  The  death  of  M.  de  Polier,  the  father,  has  changed  the  arrange- 
ment relative  to  your  eloquent  "  Tribute,"  &c.  Madame  de 
Croufaz,  the  filler  of  your  friend,  had  defigned  to  tranflate  her 
brother's  eloge ;  but  fince  the  death  of  her  father,  {he  has  begged 
me  to  fend  her  the  verfion  that  I  had  prepared,  without  delay.  I 
•beyed  her  willies,  and  received  a  moft  affecting  letter  in  reply.  She 
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informs  me  of  additional  lofles  which  me  has  fuftained,  and  of  the 
weak  ftate  to  which  her  afflictions  have  reduced  her. 

•  I  have  read  (fhe  fays)  and  tranfcribed  your  translation  of  Dr. 
Percival's  eloge  with  a  flood  of  tears,  which  will  convince  you  of  the 
imprerlion  it  made  on  my  mind.  It  has  been  read,  and  moft  de- 
fervedly  admired,  by  every  perfon  of  tafte  and  judgment  in  Laufanne 
I  intended  to  acknowledge  your  favour,  and  inform  you  of  our  de- 
cision not  to  publifh  any  of  my  brother's  papers.  M  y  weak  health 
lias  been  almoft  deftroyed  by  anxieties,  and  I  was  fcarcely  able  to 
recoiled  my  ideas  concerning  my  beloved  and  lamented  brother, 
and  to  follow  my  late  relatives  to  the  grave,  when  I  was  a/Tailed  by 
new  afflictions.  *  *  * 

'  Such,  Sir,  is  the  melancholy  detail  of  the  calamities  with  which 
our  family  has  been  overwhelmed.  It  has  pleafed  God  in  his  wis- 
dom thus  to  afflict  us;  happy  thofe  whom  he  has  taken  to  Himfelf! 
All  our  friends  here  have  read  the  eloge;  but  (ince  the  death  of  our 
father  we  ourfclves  have  relinquifhed  the  office  of  publifhing  it. 
Every  one  would  have  pardoned  the  tendernefs  and  pride  of  the 
father  of  fuch  a  fan;  but  in  us  it  might  be  prefumptuous  to  execute 
the  tafk.  If,  however,  the  publication  could  be  made,  without  our 
appearing  forward  in  the  work,  I  confefs  it  would  delight  me.' 

"  To  comply  with  the  defiie  of  this  amiable  woman,  I  have,  re- 
folved,  if  the  tr.mflation  meet  with  your  approbation,  to  join  it  to 
your  "  Inftructions,"  as  a  work  of  the  fame  author."  *  *  * 

"  London,  Dec.  1784. 

"  I  Hoped,  even  to  this  day,  that  my  interefting  journey  to  Man- 
chefter  and  Edinburgh  would  be  accompliifhed  before  winter.  But 
the  fnow  which  now  covers  the  country,  and  the  extreme  cold, 
oblige  me  to  defer  till  March  the  pleafure  fif  your  fociety,  and  the 
perfonal  acknowledgment  of  your  repeated  kindnefs. 

"  Your  letter  and  elegant  "  Moral  and  Literary  Di/Tertations," 
awaited  my  arrival  in  London.  A  few  days  afterwards  I  had  the 
honour  of  being  prefented  to  the  Queen ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  our 
convcrfation,  this  amiable  Princefs  enquired  whether  any  Trcatife 
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en  Education  liad  lately  appeared.  You  will  eafily  believe  that  I 
ftrongly  recommended  your  works,  as  adapted  equally  to  improve 
the  heart  and  underftanding  of  young  perfons.  The  Queen  was  un- 
acquainted with  them,  and  expreffed  her  furprize  that  they  had  not 
been  procured  for  her.  She  gave  orders  for  them  in  confequence. 
I  lent  the  Princefles  your  fecond  volume,  which  I  had  carried  to 
London,  and  read  to  them  the  Socratic  Difcourfe  on  Truth.  I  was 
much  thanked  on  my  departure. 

*  *  *  "  You  muft  not  exprefs  your  obligations  to  me  for  having 
tranflated  your  interefting  works;  it  is  to  the  public  I  render  the 

fervice.  Elementary  books  for  young  perfons  are  much  wanted  in 

France.  Your's  prefent  an  excellent  fyftem  of  morals,  captivating 
in  ftyk,  and  the  topics  of  difquifition.  They  ought  to  be  made 
known  in  our  language  with  every  advantage ;  but  the  veil  of  trans- 
lation mull:  inevitably  conceal  their  beauties.  I  am  folicitous  to  re- 
ceive the  laft  part,  that  the  whole  may  be  completed. 

**  Accept,  dear  Sir,  the  aflurance  of  refpeel  and  attachment  from 
him  who  moll  anxioufly  feeks  your  efteem  and  friend/hip ;  and 
vrhohas  the  honour  to  remain  with  much  confideration,  &c.  Sec" 


NOTE  (P.)  PAGE  clxx'lX. 

JN  his  early  youth  Mr.  James  Percival  difplayed  a  vigour  of  under- 
Handing  and  clearnefs  of  apprehenfion,  which  are  rarely  evinced 
even  in  riper  age.  On  quitting  fchoql,  he  pafled  fome  time  in  the 
ftudy  of  mathematics  and  natural  fcience  under  the  guidance  of  an 
able  matter;  and  from  his  tafte  and  rapid  proficiency  in  thefe  pur- 
fuits,  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  he  might  have  arrived  at  emi- 
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nence,  had  he  chofen  to  perfevere  in  that  line  of  application.  In  his 
eighteenth  year  he  was  placed  under  the  private  tuition  of  Dr. 
Aikin,  who  then  relided  at  Yarmouth,  and  whofe  friendly  and  in- 
ftructive  intercourfe  he  enjoyed  for  fome  time.  At  the  clofe  of  this 
period  a  few  months  were  occupied  by  a  tour  through  fome  parts 
of  Germany  and  Holland,  terminated  by  a  fhort  refidence  at  Leyden. 
On  his  return  from  the  Continent,  Mr.  Percival  proceeded  to  the 
Univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  where  he  engaged  with  diligence  and 
fuccefs  in  the  ftudies  of  Medical  fcience.  From  this  place  he  trans- 
ferred his  refidence  to  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge;  but  be- 
coming averfe  to  the  long  period  of  delay  which  at  that  Univerfity 
is  required  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Phyfic,  he  returned  once 
more  to  Edinburgh;  where  he  was  engaged  in  completing  the 
courfe  of  his  Academical  difcipline, — when  the  fatal  circumftance  of 
his  death  happened,  and  the  bright  profpect  of  his  maturing  years 
vanilhed  for  ever! 

The  refpedt  and  affection  which  Dr.  Percival  cherifhed  for  the 
memory  of  his  fon,  are  expreffed  in  two  tributary  inferiptions, 
(written  in  Latin ;)  one  of  which  is  engraved  on  his  tomb-ftone,  in 
the  burial-place  of  the  Chapel  of  eafe,  Briftow-ftreet,  Edinburgh; 
the  other  is  preferved  as  a  family  record, .  and  teftifies  the  high 
value  which  Dr.  Percival  entertained  of  his  fon's  moral  and  intel- 
lectual endowments.   The  following  are  the  concluding  lines : 

0!,  mi  Fili  honor ande, 
quern,    in  fublime  datum, 
?ion  lugere  fas  eft,  , 
quando  iter um  te  afpiciam? 

quandoque  Ucebit 
tecum   denuo  quarere  verum, 

arcana  natures  exp/orare, 
pc7ietralia    mentis  recluderc, 
et 

philofophia  facree 
ititegros  fo/ites  ■  accedere  atque  baurirc, 
Stt7nnio  Nu7nine 
prefente  ac  favente 
omne  i/i  cevutn? 
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Copy  of  Dr.  Percivaz's  Communication  to  the  Board  of  Health. 

"January  jth,  1796. 

•  "  rj^HE  objeflsof  the  Board  of  Health  are  three-fold: 
"  I.  To  obviate  the  generation  of  difeafes: 
"  II.  To  prevent  the  fpreading  of  them  by  contagion : 
"  III.  To  fiiorten  the  duration  of  exifting  difeafes,  and  to  mitigate 
their  evils,  by  affording  the  neceffary  aids  and  comforts  to  thofe  who 
labour  under  them. 

"  Under  the  firft  head  are  comprehended,— The  infpection  and 
improvement  of  the  general  accommodations  of  the  poor;  the  pro- 
hibition of  fuch  habitations  as  are  fo  clofe,  noifome,  or  damp,  as 
to  be  incapable  of  being  rendered  tolerably  falubrious ;  the  removal 
I  of  privies  placed  in  improper  filiations;  provifion  for  white-wafhing 
and  cleanfing  the  houfes  of  the  poor,  twice  every  year;  attention  to 
their  ventilation,  by  windows  with  open  cafements,  &c;  the  in- 
fpedtion  of  cotton-mills,  or  other  factories,  at  ftated  feafons,  with 
■egular  returns  of  the  condition,  as  to  health,  clothing,  appearance, 
'  uid  behaviour  of  the  perfons  employed  in  them;  of  the  time 
"lowed  for  their  refrefhment  at  breakfaft  and  dinner;  of  the  number 
hours  afngned  for  labour;  and  of  the  accommodations  of  thofe 
■vho  are  parochial  apprentices,  or  who  are  not  under  the  immediate 
VOL.  1.  r 
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direction  of  their  parents  or  friends ;  the  limitation  and  regulation 
of  lodging-houfes,  or  the  eftablifhment  of  caravanferas  for  paffen- 
gers,  or  thofe  who  come  to  feek  employment  unrecommended  or 
unknown;  the  eftablifhment  of  public  warm  and  cold  baths;  pro- 
vifion  for  particular  attention  to  the  cleaning  of  ftreets  which  are 
inhabited  by  the  poor,  and  for  the  fpeedy  removal  of  dunghills, 
and  every  fpecies  of  filth ;  the  diminution,  as  far  as  is  practicable, 
of  other  noxious  effluvia,  fuch  as  thofe  which  arife  from  the 
work-houfes  of  the  fell-monger,  the  yards  of  the  tanner,  and  the 
(laughter-houfes  of  the  butcher;  the  fuperintendance  of  the  feveral 
markets;  with  a  view  to  the  prevention  of  the  fale  of  putrid  flefli,  or 
fifh,  and  of  unfound  flour,  or  other  vegetable  productions. 

Under  the  fecond  general  head  are  included, — The  fpeedy  re- 
moval of  thofe  who  are  attacked  with  fymptoms  of  fever,  from  the 
cotton-mills,  or  factories,  to  the  habitations  of  their  parents  or 
friends,  or  to  commodious  houfes,  which  fliould  be  fet  apart  for  the 
reception  of  the  lick  in  the  different  diftricts  of  Manchefter;  the 
requifitc  attentions  to  preclude  unneceflary  communications  wirk 
the  fick  in  the  houfes  wherein  they  are  confined,  and  to  the  fubfe- 
quent  cleanling  and  ventilation  of  their  chambers,  bedding,  and 
apparel;  and  the  allowance  of  a  fufficient  time  for  perfect  reco- 
very, and  complete  (purification  of  their  clothes,  before  they  return, 
to  their  homes,  or  mix  with  their  companions  in  labour. 

"  Under  the  third  head  are  comprehended, — Medical  attendance} 
the  care  of  nurfes ;  and  fupplies  of  medicine,  wine,  appropriate 
diet,  fuel,  and  clothing. 

«  L  Enquire  into  the  powers  of  the  committee  of  police,  and 
whether  they  be  not  competent  both  to  originate  and  effectuate  the 
propoied  reforms  f 

"  II.  Or  whether  aboard  of  health  might  not  with  more  pro- 
priety, becaufe  with  more  legal  authority,  be  appointed  by  the 
committee  of  police,  to  act  under  their  aufpices,  and  to  hold  from 
time  to  time  a  communication  with  them  ? 

"  III.  Or  might  not  a  board  of  health  be  nominated  by  the  raa- 
gifbrates  of  the  quarter-feffions,  and  act  under  their  aufpices,  » 
connection  with  the  committee  of  police  I" 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Dr.  Haygasltm,  of  Chejier, 
to  Dr.  Percwal. 


**  My  dear  Friend,  JaMxsry  (>th,  1806. 

<f  YOU  defire  me  to  communicate  fome  obfervations  on  the  bell 
means  of  flopping  the  progrefs  of  the  low  fever,  at  prefent  very 
'  Prevalent  in  Manchefter,  and  its  neighbourhood. 

"  You  may  remember,  that  in  the  Chefter  Infirmary  we  have,  for 
the  laft  twelve  years,  received  all  infectious  fever  patients,  that  re- 
quire our  afliftance,  into  the  fever  wards,  one  for  each  fex,  appro- 
priated to  tliis  purpofe. 

"  This  inftitution  arofe  from  the  fpeculations,  which  you  know 
had  engaged  my  attention,  on  the  nature  of  contagion.  Numerous 
facts  having  proved  that  a  perfon  liable  to  the  fmall-pox  was  not 
infefted  by  a  patient  in  the  diftemper,  when  placed  at  a  very  little 
diftance,  I  next  considered  the  nature  of  the  contagion,  which  pro- 
duces putrid  fevers  ; — I  foon  difcovered  that  their  infectious  atmos- 
phere was  limited  to  much  narrower  extent  than  even  the  fmall-pox. 
So  manifeftly  I  obferved  this  to  be  the  cafe,  that  in  a  clean  well- 
aired  room,  of  a  moderate  fize,  the  contagious  poifon  is  fo  much 
diluted  with  frefh  air,  that  it  very  rarely  produces  the  diftemper, 
even  in  nurfes  expofed  to  all  the  putrid  miafms  of  the  breath,  per- 
fpiradon,  fceces,  &c.  Whereas,  in  the  clofe,  dirty,  and  fmall  rooms 
of  the  poor,  the  whole  family  generally  catch  the  fever.  Hence  we 
may  conclude,  that  in  a  well-aired  and  clean  apartment,  the  air  is 
feldom  fo  fully  impregnated  with  the  poifon  as  to  acquire  an  infec- 
tious quality. 

"  On  thefe  confiderations,  I  ventured  to  propofe  the  admiflion 
of  typhous  fevers  into  the  attic  ftory,  on  one  fide  of  our  Infirmary, 
to  be  feparated  into  two  wards.   From  the  experience  of  a  dozeo 


years,  I  am  warranted  to  maintain  the  fafety  of"  this  meafure,  if 
conducted  under  very  eafy  practicable  regulations.  During  this 
period,  it  never  was  fufpefted  that  infection  has  been  communicated 
to  a  (IngJ'e  patient  in  other  part3  of  the  houfe. 

"  Farther,  I  maintain  that  an  eftablifhment  of  this  kind  is  indis- 
pcnfably  necefTary  in  all  Infirmaries,  to  preferve  them  from  what  is 
called  the  holpital  fever.  You  may  remember  that  I  have  collected 
a  considerable  number  of  cafes  to  prove,  that  typhous  contagion, 
rrr  fome  instances,  remains  in  the  body  many  days,  and  even  weeks, 
rn  a  latent  ftate,  before  thefymptoms  of  fever  commence.  Patients 
31  of  other  diforders,  are  admitted  into  the  Infirmary  from  infectious 
homes,  wheTe  they  have  caught  the  poifon.  The  fever  begins  after 
their  admiflion,  and  frequently  infers  others  in  the  fame  ward;— 
when  there  is  not  a  due  attention  to  frefh  air  and  cleanlinefs ;  or 
when  fevera!  patients,  thus  previoufly  infected,  are  admitted  into 
the  fame  ward.  But  in  the  Chefter  Infirmary,  every  fever  patient 
as  foon  as  obferved,  is  immediately  removed  into  the  fever  wards,  fb 
ats  to  preferve  all  the  reft  of  the  houfe  perfectly  free  from  contagion. 

"  During  this  war,  Chefter  has  been  unufually  expofed  to  the 
danger  of  putrid  infectious  fevers.  Many  new-raifed  regiments, 
coming  from  Ireland,  with  numerous  recruits,  taken  out  of  jails, 
remained  in  Chefter  for  a  few  weeks  after  their  voyage.  •  Great 
numbers  of  thefe  foldiers,  and  their  women,  were  ill  of  putrid  fevers, 
and  were  immediately  received  into  the  fever  wards  of  our  Infirmary. 
If  fuch  contagious  patients  had  been  diftributed  in  the  public-houfes, 
and  poor  lodging-houfcs,  through  this  city,  the  confequences  to 
many  of  our  inhabitants  muft  have  been  dreadful. 

"  By  taking  out  of  a  houfe  the  firft  perfon  who  fickens  of  a  fever, 
we  preferve  the  reft  of  the  family  from  infection,  together  with  an 
indefinite  number  of  their  neighbours,  who  would  dtherwife  catch 
v  the  infection.  At  this  very  time,  when  the  inhabitants  of  Man- 
chefter,  and  many  other  places,  are  afflicted  with  a  fatal  contagious 
epidemic,  only  two  patients  are  now  in  our  fever  wards,  and  both 
convalefcent :  and  the  Apothecary  to  the  Infirmary,  who  attends 
the  out-poor  of  the  whole  city,  informs  me  that  he  has  now  not  a 
fiugle  fever  patient  under  his  care. 
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XI 


«  Sometimes,  but  very  feldom,  our  two  fever  wards  have  been 
fomewhat  crouded  with  patients.   I  mould  judge  that  about  four 
or  fix  fpaexous  wards  might  be  fufficient  for  Manchefter, .though  the 
inhabitants  are  much  more  populous,  and  perhaps  more  liable  to 
fevers,  from  their  unhealthy  dwellings,  occupations,  &c. 

"  To  one  of  your  fagacious  difcernment,  it  would  be  fuperfluous 
to  fay  that  the  obfervations  above  advanced  are  founded  upon  fuch 
numerous  fads,  that  they  rauft  give  conviction  to  every  impartial 
mqu.rer,  not  only  of  the  fafety,  but  of  the  efficacy,  of  the  propofed 
regulations. 

"  I  am  confident  that  our  two  fever  wards  do  ten  times  more  real 
good  m  the  prevention  of  mifery,  than 'all  the  other  parts  of  the 
infirmary.'* 


note  (h.)  page  ccii. 


[[N  the  early  part  of  his  life,  Mr.  Percival  was  deftmed  for  fce 
profeffionofphyfic;  and  accordmgly,  after  refiding  two  years 
College,  in  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  hf  proceed 
.  Edmburgh,  where  he  attended  tk  lectures  of  the  Medical  Pro- 
mrs.   But  his  diftafte  for  thefe  purfuits  was  foon  manifeft,  and 
.  mamed  there  during  one  feffion  only.    His  preferenc  for 
dencal  profeffion,  which  he  had  early  indulged,  began  to 
crcafe  in  proportion  as  he  relinked  other  views  ;  and  he  at 

To^tr  T7nl  t0  Cambrid8e'  ^^purfued  h 

I  'are  Hp  T;  d,CS'  Wkh0Ut  intCrrUPti0n>  A*"*  three 
N*He  p^eeded  to  the  degree  of  LL.B.  in  the  year  Z  ! 

Ky  t0;;r;d  ordination  from  his    *  bC 

'  Ab°Ut  dle  fHme  V™d  he  was  nominated,  by  the  obi  I 
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ging  friendfhip  of  the  late  Marquis  of  Waterford,  one  of  his  Lord- 
flap's  cliaplains ;  and  was  appointed  by  the  Rev.  Geoffiry  Hornby, 
reftor  of  Winwick  in  Lancafhire,  one  of  the  curates  of  that  parifh. 
In  this  retirement  he  continued  for  fome  time,  experiencing  on 
all  occafions  the  liberal  and  aftive  kindnefs  of  his  patron.  But  a 
vacancy  occurring  in  the  church  belonging  to  the  Factory  of  Britifh 
Merchants  at  St.  Peterlburgh,  he  was  induced  to  declare  himfclf 
candidate  for  the  office  of  Chaplain;  and  by  the  zealous  exertions 
of  feveral  of  his  friends  connected  with  that  fettlement,  he  fuc- 
ceeded  in  gaining  the  appointment.  In  confequence  of  this  deter- 
mination, he  fet  fail  from  England,  and  arrived  at  St.  Peterfburgh 
in  September,  1792. 

The  integrity  and  the  afliduity  with  which  Mr.  Percival  dis- 
charged the  various  functions  of  his  profeffion,  were  teftified  on 
more  than  one  occafion,  by  the  unfolicited  marks  of  the  Company's 
refpea  and  liberality;  and  at  the  melancholy  period  of  his  deceafe, 
the  Factory  unanimoufly  adopted  the  refolution  of  attending  his 
remains  to  the  grave,  and  bearing  the  chargeof  his  public  interment. 
An  account  of  this  ceremony,  which  was  tranfmitted  from  St. 
Peterfburgh,  fttttes,  that  «  eight  of  the  principal  gentlemen  of  the 
••Fadtory  were  pall-bearers;  and  his  corpfe  was  followed  to  the 

•  place  of  burial  by  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  his  coun- 

•  trymen,  with  heavy  hearts.    A  neat  plain  ftone,'  it  is  added, 

•  marks  where  one  of  the  beft  men  that  ever  died  in  this  country  lies.' 
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TO  THE 
RIGHT  HONOURABLE 


COUNTESS  OF  STAMFORD; 
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AND  MATERNAL  LOVE; 
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A  TRIBUTE  OF  ESTEEM  AND  RESPECT, 

BY  HER  LADYSHIP'S 
MOST  FAITHFUL  AND  OBEDIENT  SERVANT, 

THE  AUTHOR. 


TO 


T.  B.  P.— A.  P. — F.  P. — J.  P. 
&c. 


MY  DEAR  CHILDREN, 

rJnHE  little  prefent,  which  is  now  offered  to  your 
acceptance,  if  it  have  no  other  value,  will  at 
dealt  evince  the  fincerity  and  warmth  of  my  affection 
for  you.    It  will  fliew  that  you  have  been  the  objects 
of  my  fondeft  attention,  and  tendereft  folicitude. 
The  buftle  of  the  town  and  the  anxieties  of  an 
ictive  profeffion  have,  indeed,  neceffarily  diverted  my 
:houghts,  and  at  times  excluded  your  image  from  my 
nind;  but,  like  the  bird  which  has  been  hunted  from 
icr  neft,  my  heart  has  foon  returned  to  the  place 
.vhere  all  its  pleafing  cares  are  centered.    In  our  de- 
ightful  retirement  at  Hart-tiill,  every  thing  around 
ne  has  confpired  to  fugged  ideas  of  your  health, 
,Tour  happinefs,  or  improvement.    The  fetting  fun, 
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the  fliady  tree,  the  whifpering  breeze,  or  the  fragrant 
flower,  have  alike  furniflied  forae  tale  or  analogy, 
which  has  been  applied  to  your  inftru&ion. 

"When  you  recolleft  thefe  Leffons  of  Wifdom  and 
Virtue,  I  flatter  myfelf  you  will  aflbciate  with  them 
the  paternal  endearments,  with  which  they  were  de- 
livered; and  that  I  (hall  live  with  honour  in  your 
memories,  when  forgotten  by  the  world,  and  moul- 
dering in  the  dull.  Such  immortality  I  am  more 
ambitious  to  obtain,  than  all  the  fame  which  learn- 
ing or  philofophy  bellows. 

Adieu!  my  dear  children.  May  you  be  wife, 
virtuous,  and  happy !  And  hereafter  may  we  meet, 
to  part  no  more,  in  thofe  regions  of  the  blefled, 
where  our  knowledge  and  felicity  will  be  for  ever 
increafing;  and  where  we  (hall  enjoy  together  the 
glorious  prefence  of  our  common  Father,  the  Parent 
of  the  univerfe ! 

THOMAS  PERCIVAL. 

Hakt-Hill,  near  Manchester,  . 
Auguft  I,  1775. 


THE  PREFACE. 


A  S  the  following  Tales  and  Reflections  will  fall 
■*•  into  Other  hands,  befides  thofe  of  the  author's 
children,  for  whofe  ufe  they  were  folely  intended,  it 
may  be  proper  to  acquaint  the  reader,  that  three 
objects  of  inftru&ion  have  been  principally  kept  in 
view.  The  firft  and  leading  one  is  to  refine  the  feel- 
ings of  the  heart,  and  to  infpire  the  mind  with  the 
love  of  moral  excellence.  And  furely  nothing  can 
operate  more  forcibly,  than  finking  pictures  of  the 
beauty  of  virtue,  and  the  deformity  of  vice;  which 
at  once  convince  the  judgment,  and  leave  a  lading 
imprefTion  on  the  imagination.  Dry  precepts  are 
little  attended  to,  and  foon  forgotten:*  and  if  in- 
culcated with  feverity,  they  produce  in  youth  an 
averfion  to  every  fubjeft  of  ferious  reflection;  teach- 
ing them,  as  Erafmus  juftly  obferves,  virtutem  ftmul 
odijfe  et  nojfe. 

The  fecond  defign  of  this  little  work  is  to  awaken 
curiofity,  to  excite  the  fpirit  of  inquiry,  and  to  con- 
vey, in  a  lively  and  entertaining  manner,  a  knowledge 
of  the  works  of  God.    On  this  account,  a  ftricl: 

•  Longum  iter  per  precepta;  breve  et  efficax  per  exempla. 

Seneca. 
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attention  has  been  paid  to  truth  and  nature.  No 
improbabilities  are  related ;  and  mod  of  the  narra- 
tions are  conformable  to  the  ufual  courfe  of  things, 
or  derived  from  the  records  of  hiftory. 

The  third  end  propofed  is  to  promote  a  more 
early  acquaintance  with  the  ufe  of  words  and  idioms. 
Thefe  being  only  the  arbitrary  marks  of  our  ideas, 
fuch  as  are  moft  proper  and  expreffive  may  be  learned 
with  no  lefs  facility  than  the  vulgar  and  familiar 
forms  of  fpeech. 

It  will  be  acknowledged  that  thefe  are  highly- 
interefting  and  important  obje&s;  but  the  attainment 
of  them  mud  depend  upon  the  attention  cf  the  learner, 
and  the  capacity  of  his  parent  or  tutor  to  explain  the 
terms,  point  out  the  analogies,  and  enforce  the  re- 
flexions which  are  here  delivered.  To  the  younger 
pupil,  therefore,  every  tale  that  is  fuited  to  his  years, 
lhould  be  made  a  diflinct  leflbn;  and  a  reafonable 
time  allotted  for  the  fulleft  illuftration  of  it:  and 
when  the  words,  the  fubjecT,  and  the  moral  are 
clearly  underftood,  his  curiofity  concerning  whatever 
may  be  connected  with  or  fuggefted  by  them,  lhould 
be  gratified  and  encouraged. 

Such  an  early  exertion  of  almofl:  every  faculty  of 
the  mind  cannot  fail  to  enliven  the  imagination, 
quicken  the  apprehenfion,  enlarge  the  understanding, 
and  give  P.rength  and  folidity  to  the  judgment.  And 
thefe  are  the  moft  valuable  advantages,  which  can  be 
derived  from  the  completed  education.  For  half  of 
what  we  learn  in  youth  is  foon  loll  in  oblivion  j  and 
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ferves  only  for  the  exercife  and  improvement  of  our 
capacities.  So  limited,  indeed,  are  the  powers  of 
memory,  that  every  man  of  letters  may  apply  to 
himfelf,  what  Dr.  Bentley  faid  of  Df .  Gooch,  with 
a  pride  difgraceful  to  learning,  /  have  forgotten 
more  knowledge  than  he  possesses. 

The  compofition  of  Themes  generally  forms  apart 
of  the  fyftem  of  education  in  public  fchools.  But 
the  talk  is  always  irkfome  to  boys,  and  feldom  well 
executed  by  them;  becaufe  a  grave,  dida&ic,  and 
methodical  difcourfe  is  not  fuked  to  their  tafte  and 
genius.  The  writing  of  tales  and  fables,  with  moral 
reflections,  might  perhaps  be  a  more  ufeful  and  en- 
tertaining exercife;  as  it  would  afford  a  greater  lati- 
tude for  invention,  would  better  difplay  the  powers 
of  imagination,  and  would  produce  the  happy  talent 
of  relating  familiar  and  trivial  occurrences  with  eafe 
and  elegance. 

No  attention  has  been  paid  to  fyftem  in  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  articles  contained  in  this  volume. 
They  are  placed  in  the  order  in  which  they  were 
written;  and  they  were  written  at  various  times,  as 
leifure  allowed,  or  as  the  fubjeels  of  them  were  fug- 
gefted,  by  family  incidents,  and  other  fortuitous 
circumftances.  But  though  the  tales  are  feverally 
adapted  to  certain  ages  and  occafions,  it  is  hoped 
that  their  utility  will  not  be  confined  within  fuch 
precife  and  narrow  limits.  The  amufcments  and  in- 
ftructions,  even  of  early  youth,  are  reviewed  in  man- 
hood with  fatisfacYion  and  advantage.    And  as  the 
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fame  objects  at  different  periods  of  life  excite  different 
ideas  and  reflexions,  the  leffons,  which  are  compre- 
henfible  to  an  intelligent  boy  of  ten,  may  furnifh 
new  matter  to  him  at  twenty,  and  be  interefting  to 
others  of  every  age.* 

Perhaps  fome  apology  may  be  thought  neceffary 
for  the  publication  of  a  work,  in  many  refpe&s  of  a 
private  nature,  and  profeffedly  written  by  a  parent 
for  the  inftrucYion  only  of  his  own  children.  The 
author  choofes  not  to  plead,  though  he  might  with 
truth,  the  felicitation  of  his  moft  judicious  friends, 
who  have  honoured  his  undertaking  with  their  ap- 
probation. He  relies  on  the  candour  of  the  public; 
confcious  that  he  is  influenced  by  no  other  motive 
than  a  fincere  defire  to  do  good.  And  he  flatters 
himfelf  that  precepts  which  have  flowed  from  the 
heart,  will  reach  the  heart,  and  produce  impreffions 
on  the  tender  minds  of  youth,  not  to  be  expected 
from  the  wifefl:  maxims,  delivered  with  coldnefs  and 
indifference. 

*  «  I  read  in  Livy,"  fays  Montaigne,  "  what  another  man  does 
not;  and  Plutarch,  read  in  him  what  I  do  not." 


A 

father's  instructions. 


PART  I. 


JJjec  fcripjt,  non  Otli  Abundantia,  fed  Anions  erga  te. 

Cic.  Epist. 


IDLENESS  AND  IRRESOLUTION. 

T  TOR  ACE,  a  celebrated  Roman  poet,  relates, 
that  a  countryman,  who  wanted  to  pafs  a 
river,  flood  loitering  on  the  banks  of  it,  in  the  foolifh 
expectation  that  a  current  fo  rapid  would  foon  dis- 
charge its  waters.  But  the  ftream  Hill  flowed, 
increafed,  perhaps,  by  frefli  torrents  from  the  moun- 
tains; and  it  muft  for  ever  flow,  becaufe  the  fources 
from  which  it  is  derived  are  inexhauftible. 

Thus  the  idle  and  irrefolute  youth  trifles  over  his 
books,  or  waftes  in  play  his  precious  moments;  de- 
ferring the  tafk  of  improvement,  which  at  firfl  is  eafy 
to  be  accompliflied,  but  which  will  become  more  and 
more  difficult,  the  longer  it  be  neglecled. 
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CRUELTY  TO  INSECTS. 

.  Melmoth,  in  one  of  his  elegant  letters,  in- 
forms his  friend,  that  the  fnails  have  had  more  than 
their  fliare  of  his  peaches  and  nectarines  this  feafon  j 
but  that  he  deems  it  a  fort  of  cruelty  to  fufFer  them 
to  be  deftroyed.  It  feems  to  be  his  opinion,  that  it  is 
no  lefs  inhuman  to  crufh  to  death  a  harmlefs  infect, 
whofe  only  offence  is,  that  he  eats  the  food  which 
nature  lias  provided  for  his  fuftenance,  than  it  would 
be  to  kill  a  more  bulky  creature  for  the  fame  reafon. 
For  the  fenfations  of  many  infects  are  at  lead  as 
exquilite  as  thofe  of  animals  of  more  enlarged  dimen- 
fions.  The  millepedes  rolls  itfelf  round  upon  the 
flighted  touch j  and  the  fnail  draws  in  her  horns 
upon  the  firft  approach  of  the  hand.  Such  inftances 
of  fenfibility  certainly  confirm  the  obfervation  of  our 
inimitable  Shakefpeare,  who  teaches  us  that 

 "  the  poor  beetle  which  we  tread  upon, 

"  In  corporal  iufferance  feels  a  pang  as  great 
*'  As  when  a  giant  dies." 

But  whilft  we  encourage  thefe  amiable  feelings  of 
the  heart,  we  mud  not  forget  that  humanity  itfelf 
may  be  carried  to  an  unreafonable  and  even  ridicu- 
lous extreme.  Mr.  Bayle  relates  that  Bellarmine,  a 
Romifh  faint,  patiently  fuffered  the  fleas,  and  other 
vermin,  to  prey  upon  him.  We  Jhall  have  heaven, 
faid  he,  to  reward  us  for  our  fufferings,  but  thefe  poor 
creatures  have  only  the  enjoyment  of  the  prefent  life. 
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AFFECTION  TO  PARENTS. 

An  amiable  youth  was  lamenting,  in  terms  of  the 
fincereft:  grief,  the  death  of  a  mod  affectionate  parent. 
His  companion  endeavoured  to  confole  him  by  the 
reflection,  that  he  had  always  behaved  to  the  deceafed 
with  duty,,  tendernefs,  and  refpecl.  So  I  thought, 
replied  the  youth,  whilft  my  parent  was  living;  but 
now  I  recollect,  with  pain  and  forrow,  many  inftances 
of  difobedience  and  negleft,  for  which,  alas!  it  is 
too  late  to  make  atonement. 

TAKING  OF  BIRD-NESTS. 

I  HAVE  found  out  a  gift  for  my  fair; 

I  have  found  where  the  wood-pigeons  breed. 
But  let  me  that  plunder  forbear ! 

She  will  fay  'tis  a  barbarous  deed. 

For  he  ne'er  can  be  true,  (he  averr'd, 

Who  can  rob  a  poor  bird  of  its  young. 
And  I  lov'd  her  the  more,  when  I  heard 

Such  tendernefs  fall  from  her  tongue. 

I  have  heard  her  with  fweetnefs  unfold, 

How  that  pity  was  due  to  a  dove; 
That  it  ever  attended  the  bold  ; 

And  me  call'd  it  the  lifter  of  love.  Shenstone.. 

ON  THE  SAME., 

A  BOY,  who  was  a  great  deftroyer  of  nefts,  had 
carefully  preferved  one,  that  he  might  enjoy  the 
cruel  pleafure  of  confining  in  a  cage  the  poor  birds, 
who  had  the  fame  natural  right  to  liberty  with  hira- 
felf.    A  hungry  cat  difcovered  the  neft,  and  devoured 
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the  unfeathered  brood.  The  boy  bewailed  his  lofs, 
and  vowed  revenge  upon  the  cat;  not  reflefting  qq 
the  many  nefts  which  he  had  wantonly  plundered, 
whilfl  the  cat  was  impelled,  by  the  di&ates  of  nature, 
to  fatrsfy  a  craving  appetite. 

TENDERNESS  TO  MOTHERS. 

Mark  that  parent  hen,  faid  a  father  to  his  beloved 
fon.  With  what  anxious  care  does  flie  call  together 
her  offspring,  and  cover  them  with  her  expanded 
wings.  The  kite  is  hovering  in  the  air,  and  dis- 
appointed of  his  prey,  may  perhaps  dart  upon  the 
hen  herfelf,  and  bear  her  off  in  his  talons. 

Does  not  this  fight  fugged  to  you  the  tendernefs 
and  affe£tion  of  your  mother?  Her  watchful  care 
protected  you  in  the  helplefs  period  of  infancy,  when 
flie  nourifhed  you  with  her  milk,  taught  your  limbs 
to  move,  and  your  tongue  to  lifp  its  unformed  accents. 
In  childhood  flie  h^s  mourned  over  your  little  griefs; 
has  rejoiced  in  your  innocent  delights;  has  adminis- 
tered to  you  the  healing  balm  in  ficknefs;  and  has 
inllilled  into  your  mind  the  love  of  truth,  of  virtue, 
and  of  wifdom.  Oh!  cherifli  every  fentiment  of 
refpefr  for  fach  a  mother.  She  merits  your  warmer! 
gratitude,  efteem,  and  veneration. 

FOLLY  OF  CRYING  ON  TRIFLING  OCCASIONS. 

A  Little  girl,  who  ufed  to  weep  bitterly  for  the 
pioft  trifling  hurt,  was  one  day  attacked  by  a  furious 
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dog.  Her  cries  reached  the  fervants  of  the  family,; 
but  they  paid  little  attention  to  what  they  were  fo 
much  accuftomed  to  hear.  It  happened,  however, 
very  fortunately,  that  a  countryman  pafled  by,  who, 
with  great  humanity,  refcued  the  child  from  the 
devouring  teeth  of  the  dog, 

INTEMPERANCE. 

C  YRUS,  when  a  youth,  being  at  the  court  of  his 
grandfather  Aflyages,  undertook  one  day  to  be  the 
cup-bearer  at  table.  It  was  the  duty  of  this  officer 
to  tafte  the  liquor  before  it  was  prefented  to  the 
king.  Cyrus,  without  performing  this  ceremony, 
delivered  the  cup  in  a  very  graceful  manner  to  his 
grandfather.  The  king  reminded  him  of  his  omiflion, 
which  he  imputed  to  forget fulnefs.  No,  replied 
Cyrus,  I  was  afraid  to  tafte,  becaufe  I  apprehended 
there  was  poifon  in  the  liquor;  for  not  long  fince,  at 
an  entertainment  which  you  gave,  I  obferved  that 
the  lords  of  your  court,  after  drinking  of  it,  became 
noify,  quarrelfome,  and  frantic.  Even  you,  Sir, 
feemed  to  have  forgotten  that  you  were  a  king. 

Xenophon* 

CRUELTY  PUNISHED. 

A  Pack  of  ravenous  fox-hounds  were  half  ftarved 
in  their  kennel,  to  render  them  more  furious  and 
eager  in  the  chace;  and  were  feverely  lafhed  every 
day  by  a  mercilefs  keeper,  that  they  might  be  difci- 
plined  to  the  ftri&eft  obfervance  of  his  looks  and 
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commands.  It  happened  that  this  petty  tyrant  en- 
tered the  kennel  without  his  fcourge.  The  dogs 
obferved  his  defencelefs  ftate  ;  and  inftantly  flying 
upon  him,  at  once  fatiated  their  hunger  and  revenge 
by  tearing  him  to  pieces. 

Whilft  you  pity  the  unhappy  fate  of  the  keeper, 
lament  that,  in  a  civilized  country,  fuch  cruelties 
fhould  be  exercifed,  as  to  give  occafion  to  it. 

LIBERALITY. 

You  have  feen  the  hufbandman  fcattering  his  feed 
upon  the  furrowed  ground.  It  fprings  up,  is 
gathered  into  his  barns,  and  crowns  his  labours  with 
joy  and  plemy.  Thus  the  man  who  difh-ibutes  his 
fortune  with  generofity  and  prudence,  is  amply 
repaid  by  the  gratitude  of  thofe  whom  he  obliges, 
by  the  approbation  of  his  own  mind,  and  the  favour 
of  God. 

THE  PERT  AND  THE  IGNORANT  PRONE 
TO  RIDICULE. 

A  Giintleivi  ANj  of  a  grave  deportment,  was  bufily 
engaged  in  blowing  bubbles  of  foap  and  water,  and 
was  attentively  obferving  them,  as  they  expanded 
and  burft  in  the  funfhine.  A  pert  youth  fell  into  a 
fit  of  loud  laughter,  at  a  fight  fo  ftrange,  and  which 
fhewed,  as  he  thought,  fuch  folly  and  infanity.  Be 
afhamed,  young  man,  faid  one  who  paffed  by,  or 
your  rudenefs  and  ignorance.  You  now  behold  the 
greateft  philofopher  of  the  .age,  Sir  Ifaac  Newton, 
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inveftigating  the  nature  of  light  and  colours,  by  a 
feries  of  experiments,  no  lefs  curious  than  ufeful, 
though  you  deem  them  childifli  and  infignificant. 

COMPASSION  TO  THE  POOR. 

PlTY  the  forrows  of  a  poor  old  man, 

Whole  trembling  limbs  have  borne  him  to  your  door, 
Whole  days  are  dwindled  to  the  fhorteft  fpan; 

Oh  !  give  relief,  and  Heaven  will  blefs  your  ftore. 

Thefe  tatter'd  clothes  my  poverty  befpeak, 
Thefe  hoary  locks  proclaim  my  lengthen'd  years; 

And  many  a  furrow  in  my  grief-worn  cheek 
Has  been  the  channel  to  a  flood  of  tears. 

Yon  houfe,  erecled  on  the  rifing  ground, 
With  tempting  afpect  drew  me  from  my  road  J 

For  Plenty  there  a  refidence  has  found, 
And  Grandeur  a  magnificent  abode. 

Hard  is  the  fate  of  the  infirm  and  poor ! 

Here,  as  I  crav'd  a  morfel  of  their  bread, 
A  pamper'd  menial  drove  me  from  the  door, 

To  feek  a  fhelter  in  an  humbler  fhed. 

Oh !  take  me  to  your  hofpitable  dome ! 

Keen  blows  the  wind,  and  piercing  is  the  cold  I 
Short  is  my  paflage  to  the  friendly  tomb,  . 

For  I  am  poor  and  miferably  old. 

Should  I  reveal  the  fources  of  my  grief, 
If  foft  humanity  e'er  touch'd  your  breaft, 
1  Your  hands  would  not  withhold  the  kind  relief, 
And  tears  of  pity  would  not  be  repreft. 

Heaven  fends  misfortunes  ;  why  mould  we  repine  ? 

'Tis  Heaven  has  brought  me  to  the  Hate  you  fee ; 
And  your  condition  may  be  foon  like  mine, 
The  child  of  forrow,  and  of  mifery. 
VOL,  I.  n 
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A  little  tarm  was  my  paternal  lot, 
Then  like  the  lark  I  fprightly  hail'd  the  morn ; 

But  ah!  oppreflion  forc'd  me  from  my  cot, 
My  cattle  dy'd,  and  blighted  was  my  corn. 

My  daughter,  once  the  comfort  of  my  age, 
Lur'd  by  a  villain  from  her  native  home, 
'  Is  caft  abandon'd  on  the  world's  wide  ftage, 
And  doom'd  in  fcanty  poverty  to  roam. 

My  tender  wife,  fweet  foother  of  my  care ! 

Struck  with  fad  anguifh  at  the  ftern  decree, 
Fell,  ling'ring  fell,  a  victim  to  defpair, 

And  left  the  world  to  wretchednefs  and  me. 

Pity  the  forrows  of  a  poor  old  man, 

Whofe  trembling  limbs  have  borne  him  to  your  door, 
Whofe  days  are  dwindled  to  the  fhorteft  fpan; 

Oh!  give  relief,  and  Heaven  will  blefs  your  ftore. 

The  Speaker,  by  Dr.  Enfield. 

PARENTAL  AFFECTION. 

THE  white  bear  of  Greenland  and  Spitzbergen  is 
confiderably  larger  than  the  brown  bear  of  Europe, 
or  the  black  bear  of  North- America.  This  animal 
lives  upon  fifti  apd  feals,  and  is  not  only  feen  upon 
land  in  the  countries  bordering  on  the  North  Pole, 
but  often  on  floats  of  ice,  feveral  leagues  at  fea. 
The  following  relation  is  extracted  from  the  Journal 
of  a  Voyage,  for  making  Difcoveries  towards  the 
North  Pole. 

Early  in  the  morning,  the  man  at  the  matt-head 
pf  the  Carcafe  gave  notice  that  three  bears  were 
making  their  way  very  fail  over  the  ice,  and  that  they 
were  directing  their  courfe  towards  the  fliip.  They 
had,  without  queluon,  been  invited  by  the  fcent  of 
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the  blubber  of  a  fea-horfe,  killed  a  few  days  before, 
which  the  men  had  fet  on  fire,  and  which  was  burn-  . 
ing  on  the  ice  at  the  time  of  their  approach.  They 
proved  to  be  a  flie-bear  and  her  two  cubs;  but  the 
cubs  were  nearly  as  large  as  the  dam.  They  ran 
eagerly  to  the  fire,  and  drew  out  from  the  flames  part 
of  the  flefli  of  the  fea-horfe,  that  remained  uncon- 
fumed,  and  ate  it  voracioufly.  The  crew  from  the 
{hip  threw  great  lumps  of  the  flefli  of  the  fea-horfe, 
which  they  had  (till  left,  upon  the  ice,  which  the  old 
bear  fetched  away  fingly,  laid  every  lump  before  her 
cubs  as  fhe  brought  it,  and  dividing  it,  gave  each  a 
fhare,  referving  biit  a  fmall  portion  to  herfelf.  As 
fhe  was  fetching  away  the  laft  piece,  they  levelled 
their  mufkets  at  the  cubs,  and  Ihot  them  both  dead; 
and  in  her  retreat  they  wounded  the  dam,  but  not 
mortally. 

It  would  have  drawn  tears  of  pity  from  any  but 
unfeeling  minds,  to  have  marked  the  afFe&ionate 
concern  exprefled  by  this  poor  beaft,  in  the  laft  mo- 
ments of  her  expiring  young.  Though  fhe  was  forely 
wounded,  and  could  but  juft  crawl  to  the  place  where 
they  lay,  fhe  carried  the  lump  of  flefli  flie  had  fetched 
away,  as  flie  had  done  others  before,  tore  it  in  pieces, 
and  laid  it  down  before  them;  and  when  flie  faw  that 
they  refufed  to  eat,  fhe  laid  her  paws  firfl:  upon  one, 
aud  then  upon  the  other,  and  endeavoured  to  raife 
them  up:  all  this  while  it  was  pitiful  to  hear  her 
moan.  When  flie  found  fhe  could  not  flir  them^fhe 
went  off,  and  when  fhe  had  gotten  at  fome  diftance, 
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looked  back  and  moaned ;  and  that  not  availing  her 
to  entice  them  away,  {he  returned,  and  fmelling  round 
them,  began  to  lick  their  wounds ;  {he  went  off  a 
fecond  time,  as  before;  and  having  crawled  a  few 
paces,  looked  again  behind  her,  and  for  fome  time 
flood  moaning.    But  ftill  her  cubs  not  rifmg  to  fol- 
low her,  fhe  returned  to  them  again,  and  with  figns 
of  inexpreffible  fondnefs,  went  round  one,  and  round 
the  other,  pawing  them  and  moaning.    Finding  at 
laft  that  they  were  cold  and  lifelefs,  {he  raifed  her 
head  towards  the  {hip,  and  growled  a  curfe  upon  the 
murderers;  which  they  returned  with  a  volley  of 
mulket-balls.    She  fell  between  her  cubs,  and  died, 
licking  their  wounds. 

Can  you  admire  the  maternal  affection  of  the  bear, 
and  not  feel  in  your  heart  the  warmeft  emotions  of 
gratitude,  for  the  ftronger  and  more  permanent  ten- 
dernefs,  you  have  fo  long  experienced  from  your 
parents? 


THE  FALLACY  OF  EXTERNAL  APPEARANCE. 

Is  there  any  hidden  beauty,  faid  Alexis  to  Euphro- 
nius,  in  that  dulky  ill-fhaped  ftone,  which  you  ex- 
amine with  fo  much  attention  ?  I  am  admiring  the 
wonderful  properties,  not  the  beauty,  replied  Eu- 
phronius,  which  it  pofleffes.  It  is  by  means  of  this 
ftone  that  the  mariner  fleers  his  tracklefs  courfe 
through  the  vaft  ocean;  and  without  it  the  fpices  of 
the  Eaft,  the  mines  of  Peru,  and  all  the  luxuries  which 
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commerce  pours  into  Europe,  would  for  ever  have 
remained  unknown.    The  curiofity  of  Alexis  was 
excited,  and  he  was  impatient  to  learn  in  what  won- 
derful manner  fuch  advantages  could  be  derived  from 
a  fubftance  apparently  of  fo  little  value.    This  mag- 
net or  loadftone,  (for  it  is  known  by  both  names) 
faid  Euphronius,  imparts  to  iron  the  property  of  fet- 
tling itfelf,  when  nicely  balanced,  in  a  direction  nearly 
North  and  South.  The  failor  is,  therefore,  furnifhed 
with  an  unerring  guide  in  the  midft  of  the  ocean:  for 
when  he  faces  the  North,  the  Eafl:  and  Weft  are 
readily  afcertained,  the  former  lying  to  his  right,  and 
the  latter  to  his  left  hand;  and  from  thefe  feveral 
points,  the  fubdivifions  of  the  mariner's  compafs  are 
formed.    The  figure  of  a  ftar,  which  you  fo  often 
draw  upon  paper,  will  give  you  a  clear  idea  of  the 
compafs.    Make  yourfelf  a  mafter  of  it;  and  from 
the  prefent  inftance  of  your  want  of  knowledge,  learn 
a  becoming  modefty  in  the  judgments,  which  you  form 
concerning  the  productions  of  nature.    The  whole 
creation  is  the  workmanfhip  of  an  Omnipotent  Being: 
and  though  we  cannot  always  trace  the  marks  of  har- 
mony, beauty,  or  ufefulnefs  ;  yet  doubtlefs  to  the  eye 
of  a  fuperior  intelligence,  every  part  of  it  difplays 
infallible  wifdom,  and  unbounded  gooduefs, 

■ 

8ELFISH  SORROW  REPROVED 

|T  was  a  holiday  in  the  month  of  June,  and  Alexis, 
bad  prepared  himfelf  to  fet  out,  with  a  party  of  his. 
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companions,  upon  a  little  journey  of  pleafure.  But 
the  Iky  lowered,  the  clouds  gathered,  and  he  re- 
mained for  fome  time  in  anxious  fufpenfe  about  his 
expedition;  which  at  laft  was  prevented  by  heavy  and 
continued  rain.  The  difappointment  overpowered 
his  fortitude;  he  burft  into  tears,  lamented  the  un- 
timely change  of  weather,'  and  fullenly  refufed  all 
confolation. 

In  the  evening,  the  clouds  were  difperfed,  the  fun 
ihone  with  unufual  brightnefs,  and  the  face  of  na- 
ture feemed  to  be  renewed  in  vernal  beauty.  Eu- 
phronius  conducted  Alexis  into  the  fields.  The  dorm 
of  paffion  in  his  breafl  was  now  (tilled ;  and  the  fe- 
renity  of  the  air,  the  mufic  of  the  feathered  fongfters, 
the  verdure  of  the  meadows,  and  the  fweet  perfumes 
which  breathed  around,  regaled  every  fenfe,  and  filled 
his  mind  with  peace  and  joy. 

Don't  you  remark,  faid  Euphronius,  the  delightful 
change  which  has  fuddenly  taken  place  in  the  whole 
creation?  Recollect  the  appearance  of  the  fcene  be- 
fore us  yefterday.  The  ground  was  then  parched 
with  a  long  drought;  the  flowers  hid  their  drooping 
heads ;  no  fragrant  odours  were  perceived ;  and  ve- 
getation feemed  to  ceafe.  To  what  caufe  muft  we 
impute  the  reyival  of  nature?  To  the  rain  which  fell 
this  morning,  replied  Alexis,  with  a  modeft  confufion, 
lie  was  (truck  with  the  felfifhnefs  and  folly  of  his 
conduct;  and  his  own  bitter  refle&ions  anticipated  the 
reproofs  of  Euphronius. 
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HONESTY  AND  GENEROSITY. 

A  Poor  man,  who  was  door-keeper  to  a  houfe  in 
Milan,  found  a  purfe  which  contained  two  hundred 
crowns.  The  man  who  had  loft  it,  informed  by  a 
public  advertifement,  came  to  the  houfe,  and  giving 
fufficient  proof  that  the  purfe  belonged  to  him,  the 
door-keeper  reftored  it.  Full  of  joy  and  gratitude, 
the  owner  offered  his  benefactor  twenty  crowns,  which 
he  abfolutely  refufed.  Ten  were  then  propofed,  and 
afterwards  five;  but  the  door-keeper  ftill  continuing 
inexorable,  the  man  threw  his  purfe  upon  the  ground, 
and  in  an  angry  tone  cried,  "  I  have  loft  nothing, 
nothing  at  all,  if  you  thus  refufe  to  accept  of  a  gra- 
tuity." The  door-keeper  then  confented  to  receive 
five  crowns,  which  he  immediately  diftributed  amongft 
the  poor.  Rollin. 

A  GENEROUS  RETURN  FOR  AN  INJURY. 

When  the  great  Conde  commanded  the  Spanifh 
army,  and  laid  fiege  to  one  of  the  French  towns  in 
Flanders,  a  fold:er  being  ill-treated  by  a  general 
officer,  and  (truck  feveral  times  with  a  cane,  for  fome 
difrefpe&ful  words  he  had  let  fall,  anfwered  very 
coolly,  that  he  mould  foon  make  him  repent  of  it. 
Fifteen  days  afterwards,  the  fame  general  officer  or- 
dered the  colonel  of  the  trenches  to  find  a  bold  and 
intrepid  fellow  to  execute  an  important  enterpnfe, 
for  which  he  promifed  a  reward  of  a  hundred  piftoles. 
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The  foldier  we  are  fpeaking  of,  who  paffed  for  the 
braveft  in  the  regiment,  offered  his  fervice,  and  going 
with  thirty  of  his  comrades,  which  he  had  the  liberty 
to  make  choice  of,  he  difcharged  a  very  hazardous 
commiffion  with  incredible  courage  and  good  fortune. 
Upon  his  return,  the  general  officer  highly  commen- 
ded him,  and  gave  him  the  hundred  piftoles  which  he 
had  promifed.  The  foldier  prefently  diftributed  them 
amongft  his  comrades,  faying,  he  did  not  ferve  for 
pay,  and  demanded  only  that,  if  his  late  aftion  feemed 
to  deferve  any  recompence,  they  would  make  him  an 
officer.  And  now,  (ir,  adds  he  to  the  general,  who 
did  not  know  him,  I  am  the  foldier  whom  you  abufed 
fo  much  fifteen  days  ago,  and  I  then  told  you,  I 
would  make  you  repent  of  it.  The  general,  in  great 
admiration,  and  melting  into  tears,  threw  his  arms 
around  his  neck,  begged  his  pardon,  and  gave  him 
a  commiffion  that  very  day. 

'  Rolun, 

WE   TOO   OFTEN   JUDGE   OF    MEN    BY  THE 
SPLENDOUR,  AND  NOT  BY  THE  MERIT 
OF   THEIR  ACTIONS. 

Alexander  demanded  of  a  pirate,  whom  he 
had  taken,  by  what  right  he  infefted  the  feas?  By 
the  fame  right,  replied  he  boldly,  that  you  enflave 
the  world.  But  I  am  called  a  robber,  becaufe  I  have 
only  one  fmall  veffel ;  and  you  are  ftiled  a  conqueror, 
'  ^ecaufe  you  command  great  fleets  and  armies. 

Cicero., 
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SILENCE  AND  RESERVE  REPROVED. 

SoPHRON*  was  frequently  the  companion  of  Eu- 
phronius,  in  his  various  journeys.    He  was  a  youth 
of  obfervation,  but  indulged  too  much  a  natural  re- 
ferve  of  temper.    His  coufins  complained,  that  he 
who  fo  often  enjoyed  amufement  himfelf,  fhould  con- 
tribute fo  little  to  the  general  entertainment  of  the 
family.    At  firft  they  intended  to  petition  Euphronius 
to  carry  him  no  more  abroad j  but  a  good-natured 
ftratagem  anfwered  better  the  purpofe  of  reproof. 
They  agreed  that  each  fhould  purfue,  for  a  few  days, 
a  conduct  fimilar  to  that  of  Sophron.    One  vifited 
the  magnificent  mufeum  of  Mr.  Lever,  at  Alkrington ; 
;  another  went  to  a  very  diverting  comedy;  and  a  third 
failed  with  a  party  upon  the  Duke  of  Bridgwater's 
canal,  and  viewed  all  the  wonders  of  that  ftupendous 
undertaking.    But  when  they  returned  home,  the 
cheerful  communications  of  friendfhip  were  fupprelTed ; 
and  the  ufual  eagernefs  to  difclofe  all  which  they  had 
:  feen,  was  converted  into  filence  and  referve.  No 
1  focial  converfe  enlivened  the  evening  hours,  and  the 
fprightlinefs  of  youth  gave  place  to  mute  folemnity. 
Sophron  remarked  the  change  with  furprize  and  foli- 
citude.    He  felt  the  lofs  of  that  gaiety  and  unreferved 
intercourfe,  which  he  feldom  promoted,  but  of  which 
I  he  loved  to  participate.    And  when  the  defign  of  his 
i  coufins  was  explained  to  him,  he  candidly  acknow- 
ledged, and  promifed  to  amend,  his  fault. 

*  The  Author's  nephew. 
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CRUELTY  TO  INSECTS. 

A  Certain  youth  indulged  himfelf  in  the  cruel  en" 
tertainment  of  torturing  and  killing  flies.  He"  tore 
off  their  wings  and  legs,  and  then  watched,  with 
pleafure,  their  impotent  efforts  to  efcape  from  him. 
Sometimes  he  collected  a  number  of  them  together, 
and  cruflied  them  at  once  to  death;  glorying,  like 
many  a  celebrated  hero,  in  the  devaluation  he  com- 
mitted. Alexis  remonftrated  with  him,  in  vain,  on  ' 
this  barbarous  conduel.  He  could  not  perfuade  him 
to  believe  that  flies  are  capable  of  pain,  and  have  a 
right,  no  lefs  than  ourfelves,  to  life,  liberty,  and  en- 
joyment. The  figns  of  agony,  which,  when  tormented, 
they  exprefs,  by  the  quick  and  various  contortions  of 
theirbodies,he  neither  underftood,  nor  would  attend  to. 

Alexis  had  a  microfcope;  and  he  defired  his  com- 
panion, one  day,  to  examine  a  moll  beautiful  and 
fnrprizing  animal.  Mark,  faid  he,  how  it  is  ftuddecL 
from  head  to  tail  with  black  and  filver,  and  its  body 
all  over  befet  with  the  mod  curious  briflles!  The 
head  contains  a  pair  of  lively  eyes,  encircled  with 
filver  hairs;  and  the  trunk  confifts  of  two  parts,  which 
fold  over  each  other.  The  whole  body  is  ornamented 
with  plumes  and  decorations,  which  furpafs  all  the 
luxuries  of  drcfs  in  the  courts  of  the  greateft  princes* 
Pleafed  and  altonilhed  with  what  he  faw,  the  youth 
was  impatient  to  know  the  name  and  properties  or 
this  wonderful  animal.  It  was  withdrawn  from  the 
magnifier  j  and  when  offered  to  his  naked  eye,  proved 
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to  be  a  poor  fly,  which  had  been  the  victim  of  his 
;vanton  cruelty. 

THE  HONOUR  AND  ADVANTAGE  OF  A  CONSTANT 
ADHERENCE  TO  TRUTH. 

PETRARCH,  a  celebrated  Italian  poet,  who  flou- 
iflied  about  four  hundred  years  ago,  recommended 
limfelf  to  the  confidence  and  affection  of  Cardinal 
'3oIonna,  in  whofe  family  he  refided,  by  his  candour, 
ind  ftrict  regard  to  truth.  A  violent  quarrel  occurred 
n  the  houfhold  of  this  nobleman,  which  was  carried 
o  far,  that  recourfe  was  had  to  arms.  The  Cardinal 
viflied  to  know  the  foundation  of  this  affair  j  and 
hat  he  might  be  able  to  decide  with  juftice,  he  af- 
embled  all  his  people,  and  obliged  them  to  bind 
hemfelves,  by  a  moft  folemn  oath  on  the  Gofpels, 
)0  declare  the  whole  truth.  Every  one,  without 
xception,  fubmitted  to  this  determination;  even  the 
iilhop  of  Luna,  brother  to  the  Cardinal,  was  not 
xcufed.  Petrarch,  in  his  turn,  prefenting  himfelf  to 
ike  the  oath,  the  Cardinal  clofed  the  book,  and 
iid,  "  as  to  you,  Petrarch,  your  word  is  fufficient"* 
A  ftory  fimilar  to  this  is  related  of  Zenocrates, 
n  Athenian  philofopher,  who  lived  three  hundred 
ears  before  Christ,  and  was  educated  in  the  fchool 
f  Plato.  The  people  of  Athens  entertained  fo  high 
in  opinion  of  his  probity,  that  one  day  when  he 
pproached  the  altar,  to  confirm  by  an  oath  the 

*  See  the  Life  of  Petrarch,  elegantly  tranflated  by  Jtfrs.  Dobfon. 
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truth  of  what  he  had  afferted,  the  judges  unani- 
moufly  declared  his  word  to  be  fufficient  evidence. 

SLOTH  CONTRASTED  WITH  INDUSTRY. 

TliE  Sloth  is  an  animal  of  South- America;  an^  is 
fo  ill-formed  for  motion,  that  a  few  paces  are  often 
the  journey  of  a  week;  and  fo  indifpofed  to  move, 
that  he  never  changes  his  place  but  when  impelled 
by  the  fevereft  flings  of  hunger.  He  lives  upon  the 
leaves,  fruit,  and  flowers  of  trees,  and  often  on  the, 
bark  itfelf,  when  nothing  befides  is  left  for  his  fab* 
fiflence.  As  a  large  quantity  of  food  is  neceffary 
for  his  fupport,he  generally  drips  a  tree  of  all  its  ver- 
dure in  lefs  than  a  fortnight;  and  being  then  deftitute 
of  food,  he  drops  down,  like  a  lifelefs  mafs,  from  the 
branches  to  the  ground.  After  remaining  torpid 
fome  time,  from  the  mock  received  by  the  fall,  he 
prepares  for  a  journey  to  fome  neighbouring  tree,  to 
which  he  crawls  with  a  motion  almoft  imperceptible, 
At  length  arrived,  he  afcends  the  trunk,  and  devours 
with  famifhed  appetite  whatever  the  branches  afford. 
By  confuming  the  bark,  he  foon  deflroys  the  life  of 
the  tree  ;  and  thus  the  fpurce  is  loft,  from  which  his 
fuftenance  is  derived. 

Such  is  the  miferable  flate  of  this  flothful  animal, 
How  different  are  the  comforts  and  enjoyments  of 
the  indultrious  Beaver!  This  creature  is  found  in  the 
northern  parts  of  America ;  and  is  about  two  feet 
long,  and  one  foot  high.  The  figure  of  it  fomewhat 
referables  that  of  a  rat.    In  the  months  of  June  and 


INSTRUCTIONS.  29 

July,  the  beavers  affemble,  and  form  a  fociety,  which 
generally  confifts  of  more  than  two  hundred.  They 
ilways  fix  their  abode  by  the  fide  of  a  lake  or  river ; 
md  in  order  to  make  a  dead  water  above  and  below, 
;hey  ere£t,  with  incredible  labour,  a  dam  or  pier, 
perhaps  fourfcore  or  a  hundred  feet  long,  and  ten 
51  twelve  feet  thick  at  the  bafe.    When  this  dike 
is  completed,  they  build  their  feveral  apartments, 
►vhich '  are  divided  into  three  flories.    The  firfl:  is 
Deneath  the  level  of  the  mole,  and  is  for  the  moll 
part  full  of  water.    The  walls  of  their  habitations 
ire  perpendicular,  and  about  two  feet  thick.    If  any 
.vood  project  from  them,  they  cut  it  off  with  their 
.  eeth,  which  are  more  ferviceable  than  faws :  and  by 
he  help  of  their  tails,  they  plaifter  all  their  works 
vith  a  kind  of  mortar,  which  they  prepare  of  dry 
^rafs  and  clay,  mixed  together.    In  Auguft  or  Sep- 
ember  they  begin  to  lay  up  their  Mores  of  food ; 
i  vhich  confift  of  the  wood  of  the  birch,  the  plane, 
nd  of  fome  other  trees.  Thus  they  pafs  the  gloomy 
winter  in  eafe  and  plenty. 

Thefe  two  American  animals,  contrafted  with  each 
)ther,  afford  a  moft  flriking  picture  of  the  bleffings  of 
mduftry,  and  the  penury  and  wretchednefs  of  floth. 

THE  FOLLY  AND  ODIOUSNESS  OF  AFFECTATION. 

LlJCY,  Emilia,  and  Sophronia,  featedon  a  bank 
i)f  dailies,  near  a  purling  dream,  were  liftening  to  the 
'aullc  of  a  neighbouring  grove.    The  fun  gilded  with 
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his  fetting  beams  the  weftern  Iky;  gentle  zephyrs 
breathed  around;  and  the  feathered  fongfters  feemed 
to  vie  with  each  other  in  their  evening  notes  of  gra- 
titude and  praife.  Delighted  with  the  artlefs  melody 
of  the  linnet,  the  goldfinch,  the  woodlark,  and  the 
thrulh,  they  were  all  wr,  and  obferved*  not  a  pea- 
cock, which  had  ftrayed  from  a  diftant  farm,  and 
was  approaching  them  with  a  majeflic  pace,  and  ex- 
panded plumage.  The  harmony  of  the  concert  was 
foon  interrupted  by  the  loud  and  harm,  cries  of  this 
(lately  bird ;  which,  though  chafed  away  by  Emilia, 
continued  his  vociferations  with  the  confidence  that 
confcious  beauty  too  often  infpires.  Does  this 
foolifh  bird,  faid  Lucy,  fancy  that  he  is  qualified  to 
fing,  becaufe  he  is  furnifhed  with  a  .fpreading  tail, 
ornamented  with  the  richefl  colours?  I  know  not, 
replied  Sophronia,  whether  the  peacock  be  capable  of 
fuch  a  refle&ion;  bui  I  hope  that  you  and  Emilia 
will  always  avoid  the  difplay  of  whatever  is  incon- 
fiflent  with  your  fex,  your  flation,  or  your  character. 
Shun  affe&ation  in  all  its  odious  forms ;  afTume  no 
borrowed  airs;  and  be  content  to  pleafe,  to  mine, 
or  to  be  ufeful,  in  the  way  which  nature  points  out, 
and  which  reafon  approves. 

THE  PASSIONS  SHOULD  BE  GOVERNED  BY  REASON. 

SCPHRON  and  Alexis  had  frequently  heard  Eu- 
phronius  mention  the  experiment  of  Hilling  the  waves 
with  oil,  made  by  his  friend  Dr.  Franklin.  They 
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were  impatient  to  repeat  it;  and  a  brifk  wind  proving 
favourable  to  the  trial,  they  haftened  one  evening  to 
a  fheet  of  water  in  the  pleafure  grounds  of  Eugenio, 
near  Hart -Hill.  The  oil  was  fcattered  upon  the 
pool,  and  fpread  itfelf  inftantly  on  all  fides,  calming 
the  whole  furface  of  the  water,  and  reflecting  the 
moft  beautiful  colours.  Elated  with  fuccefs  the 
youths  returned  to  Euphrpnius,  to  inquire  the  caufe 
of  fuch  a  wonderful  appearance.  He  informed  them, 
that  the  wind  blowing  upon  water  which  is  covered 
with  a  coat  of  oil,  Aides  over  the  furface  of  it,  and 
produces  no  friction  that  can  raife  a  wave.  But  this 
curious  philofophical  fact,  faid  he,  fuggefts  a  mod 
important  moral  reflexion.  When  you  fuffer  your- 
felves  to  be  ruffled  by  paffion,  your  minds  refemble 
the  puddle  in  a  jlorm.  But  reafon,  if  you  hearken 
to  her  voice,  will  then,  like  oil  poured  upon  the 
water,  calm  the  turbulence  within  you,  and  reftore 
you  to  ferenity  and  peace. 

AFFECTION  EXTENDED  TO  INANIMATE  OBJECTS. 

A  Beautiful  tree  grew  in  an  open  fpace,  oppofite 
to  the  parlour  windows  of  Euphronius's  houfe  in 
Manchefter.  It  was  an  object:  which  his  family  often 
contemplated  with  pleafure.  The  verdant  foliage 
with  which  it  was  covered,  gave  an  early  indication 
of  fpring  ;  its  fpreading  branches  furniflied  an  agree- 
able made,  and  tempered  the  heat  of  the  noon-tide 
fun;  and  the  falling  leaves,  in  autumn,  marked  the 
"  varying  feafons,  and  warned  them  of  the  approach 
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of  winter.  One  lucklefs  morning,  the  axe  was  laid 
to  the  root  of  this  admired  tree;  and  it  fell  a  la- 
mented victim  to  the  rage  for  building,  which  depo- 
pulates the  country,  and  multiplies  mifery,  difeafes, 
and  death,  by  the  enlargement  of  great  towns. 

You  now  feel,  faid  Euphronins  to  Alexis,  on  this 
occafion,  the  force  of  that  good-natured  remark  of 
Mr.  Addifon,  in  one  of  the  Spectators,  that  he  fhould 
not  care  to  have  an  old  flump  pulled  up,  which 
he  had  remembered  ever  fince  he  was  a  child. 
The  affections  of  a  generous  heart  are  extended,  by 
the  early  affociation  of  ideas,  to  almofl:  every  fur- 
rounding  object.  Hence  the  delight  which  we  re-  I 
ceive  from  revifiting  thofe  fcenes,  in  which  we  paffed 
our  youth;  the  fchool  where  our  firfl:  friendfhips 
were  formed;  or  the  academic  groves  in  which  fair 
fcience  unveiled  herfelf  to  our  enraptured  view. 

Suetonius  relates,  that  the  Roman  emperor  Ves- 
pafian  went  conftantly  every  year  to  pafs  the  fummer 
in  a  fmall  country  houfe,  near  Rieti,  where  he  was 
born,  and  to  which  he  would  never  add  any  embel- 
lishment: and  that  Titus,  his  fuccefibr,  was  carried 
thither  in  his  laft  illnefs  to  die  in  the  place  where 
his  father  had  begun  and  ended  his  days.  The  em- 
peror Pertinax,  fays  Capitolinus,  during  the  time  of 
his  abode  in  Liguria,  lodged  in  his  father's  houfe; 
and  railing,  a  great  number  of  .magnificent  buildings 
around  it,  he  left  the  cottage  in  the  midft,  a  flriking 
monument  of  his  delicacy  of  fentiment,  and  great- 
Befs  of  foul. 


INSTRUCTIONS.  33 

A  TRIBUTE  TO  FRIENDSHIP;  AND  A  PATTERN 
FOR  IMITATION. 

You  were  lamenting  the  other  day,  my  dear 
Alexis,  the  lofs  of  a  beautiful  tree,  cut  down  in  its 
prime,  and  when  crowned  with  all  its  leafy  honours. 
I  am  now  mourning  (continued  Euphronius)  a  dis- 
trefsful  and  untimely  flroke,  which  has  fevered  from  me 
Philander,  the  counfellor  of  my  youth,  and  the  friend 
and  companion  of  my  riper  years.  He  poffeffed  a  folid 
judgment,  and  enlarged  undemanding ;  and,  what  is 
rarely  found  united  with  them,  a  lively  imagination, 
a  quick  conception,  and  refined  tafte.    His  know- 
ledge was  rather  general  and  extenfive  than  profound; 
but  his  ideas  were  fo  well  arranged,  that  he  had  them 
always  at  command,  and  could  converfe  on  every 
fubjea  with  eafe,  propriety,  and  even  mafterly  ikill. 
Mis  pulpit  compofitions  were  rational,  nervous,  and 
pathetic;  his  delivery  was  manly,  animated,  and  af- 
fixing.   Strongly  imprelTed  himfelf  with  the  divine 
ruths  of  religion,  and  the  facred  obligations  of  mo- 
ality,  he  enforced  them  on  the  minds  of  his  audience 
vhh  an  energy  irrefiftibly  perfuafive.    An  alTemblage 
if  virtues  conflicted  his  moral  character.    His  heart 
?as  tendernefs  and  humanity  itfelf ;  his  friendfhip, 
■arm,  fteady,  and  difinterefted ;  his  benevolence' 
niverfal;  and  his  integrity,  inviolate.  Nor  were  thefe 
ie  untried  virtues  of  retirement;  for  he  was  early 
igaged  in  the  active  fcenes  of  life,  and  aflaulted 
Hh  difficulties  which  required  the  utmoft  fortitude 

•  furmount.— He  was  not  deficient  in  thofe  exterior 
vol.  It 


34 


A  FATHER'S 


accomplishments,  which  add  charms  to  virtue,  and 

makegoodnefs  (nine  with  fuperior  luftre.  His  manners 

were  polifhed;  his  addrefs  was  eafy  and  engaging; 

and  his  converfation  fprightly,  entertaining,  andinftruc- 

tive.    As  a  gentleman,  a  fcholar,  a  preacher,  a  com- 

panion,and  a  friend,  he  was  almoft  without  an  equal. 

Though  my  heart  bleeds  at  the  recollection  of  the 

lofs  which  I  have  fuftained,  yet  I  feel  a  pleafure,  my 

Alexis,  in  bringing  to  your  knowledge  the  virtues  of 

fuch  a  character.    Venerate  the  memory,  and  copy 

the  bright  example  of  Philander!* 

*  The  following  infcription  was  defigned  for  the  monument  of 
Philander : — 

Near  this  place 

LIE 

THE  REMAINS 
OF 

THE   REVEREND  , 

MINISTER  OF  THIS  CONGREGATION. 
TO  WHICH 
HE  WAS  ENDEARED 
BY 

A  FAITHFUL  AND  AFFECTIONATE 
DISCHARGE  1 
OF 

THE   PASTORAL  OFFICE ; 
BY 

HIS  CHEERFUL  PIETY, 
UNIVERSAL  BENEVOLENCE, 
EXTENSIVE  KNOWLEDGE, 
AND 

TEMPERATE  ZEAL 
FOR 

civil  and  religious  liberty. 

he  died  january  22,  i770,  aged  45. 
"Heu!  Qu<\nto  minus  est, 
"  Cum  reliquis  versari, 
"  Quam  tui 
"  Meminisse." 
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SCEPTICISM  CONDEMNED. 

SoPHRQN  afferted  that  he  cdujd  hear  the  flighted 
fcraich  of  a  pin,  at  the  diftance  of  ten  yards.    It  is 
knpojfible,  faid  Alexis;  and  immediately  appealed  to 
Euphronius,  who  was  walking  with  them.  Though 
I  do  not  believe,  replied  Euphronius,  that  Sophron's 
cars  are  more  acute  than  yours,  yet  I  difapprove  of 
your  hafty  decifion  concerning  the  impoffibility  of  what 
you  fo  little  underftand.    You  are  ignorant  of  the 
nature  of  found,  and  of  the  various  means  by  which 
it  may  be  increased  or  quickened  in  its  progrefs;  and 
rnodefty  ihould  lead  you,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  to  fufpend 
your  judgment,  till  you  have  made  the  proper  and 
tieceffary  inquiries.    An  opportunity  now  prefents 
itfelf,  which  will  afford  Sophron  the  fatisfa&ion  he 
lefires.    Place  your  ear  at  one  end  of  this  long  rafter 
)f  deal  timber,  and  I  will  fcratch  the  other  end  with 
i  pin.   Alexis  obeyed,  and  diftinclly  heard  the  fouridv, 
vhich  being  conveyed  through  the  tubes  of  the 
vood,  was  augmented  in  Joudnefs,  as  in  a  fpeaking 
rumpet,  or  the  horn  of  the  huntfman. 

Scepticifm  and  credulity  are  equally  unfavourable 
3  the  acquifition  of  knowledge.  The  latter  anti- 
ipates,  and  the  former  precludes,  all  inquiry.  One 
saves  the  mind  fatisfied  with  error,  the  other  with 
porance:  and  both  magnify  trifles  into  confirma- 
ons  ftrong  as  the  moil  facred  proofs.  The  faftidi- 
ufoefs  of  fcepticifm,  by  an  inftantaneous  decifion, 
•jetts  truth  if  combined  with  adventitious  falfehood. 

C   2  j 
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The  blindnefs  of  credulity  adopts  falfehood  even  as 
a  fanction  to  truth. 

SELF-GOV  ERNMENT. 

EtTRYBIADES,  the  Lacedaemonian  generaliffimo 
of  the  Greek  forces  employed  againft  the  Perfians, 
was  enraged  that  Themiftocles,  a  young  man,  and 
the  chief  of  the  Athenians,  mould  prefume  to  oppofe 
his  opinion,  and  lifted  up  his  cane  to  ftrike  him. 
Themiitocles,  without  emotion,  cried  out,  Strike  and 
welcome,  if  you  will  but  hear  me!    Eurybiades,  fur-  ; 
prifed  at  his  calmnefs  and  prefence  of  mind,  liftened 
to  his  advice,  and  obtained  that  famous  vittory  in  the 
Straits  of  Salamis,  which  faved  Greece,  and  conferred 
immortal  glory  on  Themiftocles. 

IT  IS  THE  OFFICE  OF  REASON  AND  PHILOSOPHY  TO 
MODERATE,  NOT  TO  SUPPRESS,  THE  PASSIONS. 

WHEN  the  plague  raged  in  Attica,  it  was  par- 
ticularly fatal  to  the  family  of  Pericles,  the  celebrated 
Athenian  general.  But  he  did  not  fuffer  himfelf  to 
fink  under  the  lolTes  he  fuftained,  and  even  fupprelfed 
every  emotion  of  forrow.  Nature,  however,  at  lad 
prevailed:  for  when  Parabus,  his  only  remaining 
child,  fell  a  victim  to  this  dreadful  diftemper,  he 
could  no  longer  ftifle  his  grief,  which  forced  a  flood 
of  tears  from  his  eyes,  whilft  he  was  placing  the 
crown  of  flowers,  as  a  funeral  rite,  upon  the  head 
of  his  deceafed  fon.*  Surely  Pericles  was  milled  by 
*  See  Rollin's  Hiftory. 
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falfe  principles  of  reafon  and  honour,  when  he  fup- 
pofed  that  the  tendernefs  of  the  father  would  fully 
the  glory  of  the  conqueror !    How  much  more  juft 
was  the  fentiment  which  the  emperor  Antoninus 
uttered,  when  Marcus  Aurelius  was  lamenting  the 
death  of  the  perfon  who  had  educated  him!  Suffer 
him  to  indulge  the  feelings  of  a  man;  for  neither  philo- 
fophy  nor  fovereignty  render  us  infenfible!    "  Permitte 
"  illi  ut  homo  fit:   neque  enim  vel  philofophia,  vel 
"  imperium,  tollit  afec7us/"f 

THE  LOVE  OF  FAME. 

FAME  is  a  powerful  incitement  to  attain,  and  an 
honourable  reward  of,  fuperior  excellence.    But  the 
ipaffion  for  it  fliould  be  directed  by  judgment,  and 
: moderated  by  reafon;  or  we  fhall  be  led  into  falfe 
[purfuits,  and  betrayed  into  the  raoft  difgraceful 
fweakneffes.     The  wild  hero,   the  filly  f0p,  the 
taffefed  pedant,  and  the  extravagant  virtuofo,  fur- 
lnifh  examples  of  the  mifapplication  of  the  love  of 
oraife.    Such  chara&ers  are  contemplated  with  filent 
hfapprobation  by  the  philofopher  j  but  he  laments 
he  frailty  of  human  nature,  when  he  fees  men  of 
malted  virtue  and  abilities  anxioufly  courting  ap- 
olaufe,  and  proudly  exulting  in  the  acquifition  of  it. 
Vho  can  read  the  Poet's  exclamation  on  his  own 
•roduftions,  "Exeg!  monumentum  are  perennius.'*"- 
I  have  raifed  a  monument  to  myghry,  more  lofting  than 

t  Julius  CapitoJinus.  *  Hor.  Od.  3. 
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brafs!  without  a  mixture  of  pity  and  difguflrt  And 
do  we  not  feel  fimilar  emotions  from  the  inftances  of 
vanity  and  felf-commendation,  which  abound  in  the 
writings  of  the  firft  orator  and  greateft  ftatefman 
Rome  ever  produced?     So  inordinate  indeed  was 
Cicero's  love  of  fame,  that  he  folicited  Lucceius  to 
write  the  hiftory  of  his  Confulmip,  and  to  publifh  it 
during  his  life-time,  that  he  might  be  belter  known, 
and  pcrfonally  enjoy  his  honour  and  reputation.  He 
importunes  him  not  to  adhere  fcrupuloufly  to  the 
laws  of  hiftory,  but  to  make  a  facrifice  of  truth  to 
friendfliip,  by  fpeaking  more  to  his  advantage,  than 
perhaps  he  thought  was  due.*    The  great  duke  of 
Sully  appears  to  have  been  influenced  by  the  fame 
culpable  weaknefs;  for  he  is  fufpected,  by  the  editor 
of  his  works,  to  have  been  unwilling  to  fuffer  his 
Memoirs  to  be  publifhed  in  his  own  name,  "  peffl 
"  ceiving  that  he  could  not  forbear  to  give  himfel| 
«  the  honour  of  the  brighteft  part  of  the  reign  of] 

f  The  following  epitaph  was  compofed  for  himfelf  by  Naeviul 
a  poet,  whom  Cicero,  in  his  treatife  de  Senettute,  quotes  witL 
refpeft;  and  who  died  in  exile  at  Utica,  in  Africa,  in  the  year  q| 
Rome  551. 

Mortalis  immor  talis fere ft 'fit  et  fis, 
Flerent  diva  ramtna  Nicvhim  Postami 
Itaquc  pofqnam  efl  Oram  traditus  Tbefauro, 
OUitei  funt  Roma;  Uqider  Latitia  lingua. 
If  Gods  the  fate  of  mortals  might  deplore, 
Each  mufe  would  weep  that  Nasvius  is  no  more: 
All  grace  of  diction  with  the  bard  is  flown, 
And  Rome's  fweet  language  is  in  Rome  unknown. 

Melmot^. 

*  Ciceronis  Epift.  xii.  lib.  5. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


39 


"  Henry  IV.;  and  not  caring  either  to  praife  himfelf, 
«'  or  to  Jofe  deferved  praife,  he  determined  to  deliver 
"  by  others  what  he  could  not  modeftly  deliver 
"  himfelf."  A  paffion  for  fame  like  this,  inftead  of 
fupporting  virtue,  may  prove  fubverfive  of  it,  by 
ftifling  the  higher  principles  of  morality,  which  fliould 
ever  influence  the  heart,  and  govern  the  condufr. 

GRATITUDE  AND  PIETY. 

ARTABANES  was  didinguiflied  with  peculiar 
favour  by  a  wife,  powerful,  and  good  prince.  A 
magnificent  palace,  furrounded  with  a  delightful 
garden,  was  provided  for  his  refidence.    He  partook 
of  all  the  luxuries  of  his  fovereign's  table,  was 
inverted  with  extenfive  authority,  and  admitted  to 
the  honour  of  a  free  intercourfe  with  his  gracious 
mailer.    But  Artabanes  was  infenfible  of  the  advan- 
tages which  he  enjoyed;  his  heart  glowed  not  with 
gratitude  and  refpecl;  he  avoided  the  fociety  of  his 
benefa&or,  and  abufed  his  bounty. — I  deteft  fuch  a 
character,  faid  Alexis,  with  generous  indignation! 
It  is  your  own  picture  which  I  have  drawn,  replied 
Euphronius.    The  great  Potentate  of  heaven  and. 
earth  has  placed  you  in  a  world,  which  difplays  the 
bigheft  beauty,  order,  and  magnificence;  and  which 
abounds  with  every  means  of  convenience,  enjqyment, 
ind  happinefs.    He  has  furnifhed  you  with  fuch 
cowers  of  body  and  mind,  as  give  you  dominion  over 
the  fiflies  of  the  fe'a,  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  the 
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beafts  of  the  field :  and  he  has  invited  you  to  hold 
communion  with  him,  and  to  exalt  your  own  nature 
by  the  love  and  imitation  of  his  divine  perfe&ions. 
Yet  have  your  eyes  wandered,  with  brutal  gaze, 
over  the  fair  creation,  unconfcious  of  the  mighty 
hand  from  which  it  lprung.  You  have  rioted  in  the 
profufion  of  nature,  without  one  fecret  emotion  of 
gratitude  to  the  Sovereign  Difpenfer  of  all  good ;  and 
you  have  flighted  the  glorious  converfe,  and  forgotten 
the  prefence  of  that  Omnipotent  Being,  who  fills  all 
fpace,  and  exifts  through  all  eternity. 

ENVY  AND  DISCONTENT. 

tiVER  charming,  ever  new, 
When  will  the  landfcapc  tire  the  view? 
The  fountain's  fall,  the  river's  flow, 
The  woody  vallies  warm  and  low; 
The  windy  fummit,  wild  and  high, 
Roughly  rufliing  on  the  fky; 
The  pleafant  feat,  the  ruin'd  tower, 
The  naked  rock,  the  fliady  bower; 
The  town  and  village,  dome  and  farm; 
Each  gives  each  a  double  charm.* 

Alexis  was  repeating  thefe  lines  to  Euphronius, 
who  was  reclined  upon  a  feat  in  one  of  his  fields  at 
Hart-Hill,  enjoying  the  real  beauties  of  nature  which 
the  poet  defcribes.  The  evening  was  ferene,  and 
the  landfcape  appeared  in  all  the  gay  attire  of  light 
and  fliade.  A  man  of  lively  imagination,  faid 
Euphronius,  has  a  property  in  every  thing  which  he 
fees  j  and  you  may  now  conceive  yourfelf  to  be  lord 

*  Grongar-Hill,  by  Mr.  Dyer. 
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of  the  vafl:  expanfe  around  us,  and  exult  in  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  myriads  of  living  creatures,  who  inhabit 
the  woods,  the  lawns,  and  the  mountains,  which  pre- 
fent  themfelves  to  our  view.  The  houfe,  garden, 
and  pleafure-grounds  of  Eugenio  formed  a  part  of 
the  profpecl:;  and  Alexis  expreffed  a  jocular  wiflj, 
that  he  had  more  than  an  imaginary  property  in 
thofe  poffeffions. — Banifh  the  ungenerous  defire,  faid 
Euphronius;  for  if  you  indulge  fuch  emotions  as 
thefe,  your  heart  will  foon  become  a  prey  to  envy 
and  difcontent.  Enjoy,  with  gratitude,  the  bleffings 
which  you  have  received  from  the  liberal  hand  of 
Providence;  increafe  them  if  you  can  with  honour 
and  credit,  by  a  diligent  attention  to  the  duties  of 
that  refpe&able  profeffion  for  which  you  are  defigned; 
and  though  your  own  cup  may  not  be  filled,  rejoice 
that  your  neighbour's  overflows  with  plenty.  Honour 
the  abilities,  and  emulate  the  virtues,  of  Eugenio; 
but  repine  not  that  he  is  wifer,  richer,  or  more  pow- 
erful than  yourfelf.  His  fortune  is  expended  in  a£ts 
of  humanity,  generofity,  and  hofpitality :  His  fuperior 
talents  are  applied  to  the  inftru&ion  of  his  children, 
to  the  affiftance  of  his  friends,  to  the  encouragement 
of  agriculture  and  of  every  ufeful  art,  and  to 
fupport  the  caufe  of  liberty  and  the  rights  of 
mankind :  And  his  power  is  exerted  to  punifli  the 
guilty,  to  protect  the  innocent,  to  reward  the  good, 
and  to  diftribute  juftice  with  an  equal  hand  to  all. 
I  feel  the  affection  of  a  brother  for  Eugenio ;  and 
efteem  myfelf  Angularly  happy  in  his  friendfliip. 
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COURAGE. 

BrASIDAS,  a  Spartan  general,  who  was  diflin- 
gui (lied  for  his  bravery  and  generofiry,  once  feized  a 
moufe;  and  being  bitten  by  it,  fufFered  it  to  efcape. 
There  is  no  animal,  faid  he,yo  contemptible ,  but  may  be 
fafc,  if  it  have  courage  to  defend  itfclf.  Plutarch. 

FALSE  AMBITION. 

It  is  a  falfe  ambition  which  leads  men  to  aim  at 
excellencies,  however  valuable  in  themfelves,  that  are 
inconliftent  with  their  nation,  character,  orprofeffion; 
or  which,  in  the  acquisition,  mud  interfere  with  other 
purfuits  of  more  importance.    Nero  neglected  all  the 
duties  of  a  prince,  and  wafted  his  time  in  painting, 
engraving,  finging,  and  driving  chariots.*    Philip  of 
Macedon  gave  lectures  on  mufic,  and  even  undertook 
to  correct  the  matters  of  it ;  which  led  one  of  them 
to  fay,  God  forbid,  Sir,  that  you  foould  be  fo  unhappy 
as  to  underfiand  this  fubjeel  better  than  I  do.  But 
Philip  himfelf  was  fenfible  of  the  like  impropriety  in 
his  ton;  for  obferving  that  Alexander  had  difcovered, 
at  an  entertainment,  too  much  lkill  in  mufic,  Are 
you  not  afhamcd,  faid  he,  that  you  can  fingfo  ive!l?\ 
Marcus  Antoninus  expreffes  his  thankfulnefs  to  the 
gods  that  they  had  not  fuifered  him  to  make  any 

*  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  cxi.  cap.  3. 
Suetonius  informs  us,  that  the  emperor  Tiberjus  ufed  to  enquire 
of  grammarians,  £hc<c  mater  Hecuba;  quod  Achillis  nomen  inter- 
virgines  f:iit ;  quid  Sirenes  cantarefintfolita? 

t  Plutarch  in  Vit.  Alexand, 
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great  proficiency  in  the  arts  of  eloquence  and  poetry, 
Jeft  he  mould  have  been  tempted  to  neglect  the  more 
.elTential  qualifications  of  his  imperial  office.  And 
Tacitus,  fpeaking  of  his  father-in-law,  Agricola,  ob- 
ferves  with  applaufe,  that  he  retained  his  moderation 
even  in  the  purfuit  of  knowledge.  Retinuit  quod  eft 
difficillimum,  ex  fapkntia  modum* 

THE  BIGOT  AND  VISIONARY. 

Eudoxus  was  a  country  clergyman,  of  learning 
and  education:  but  he  had  early  contracted  a  tafte 
for  controverfial  divinity;  and  as  he  devoted  himfelf 
to  ftudy,  and  feldom  mixed  with  the  world,  his 
imagination  became  inflamed  with  the  ideal  import- 
ance of  certain  fpecuiative  points  of  religion,  which 
were  the  objects  of  his  unremitting  attention.  He 
had  compofed  an  elaborate  treatife  to  prove  that 
Jesus  Christ,  after  his  crucifixion,  actually  de- 
fcended  into  hell ;  and  as  his  work  was  ready  for 
the  prefs,  he  wanted  only  a  patron,  to  whom  it  might 
be  dedicated.    The  refpectable  character  of  the  Earl 

of   ,  whofe  amiable  virtues  conciliate  the  love 

and  efteem  of  all  who  have  the  honour  to  be  known 
to  him,  foon  determined  his  choice  ;  and  putting  his 
manufcript  in  his  pocket,  he  fet  out,  without  delay, 
to  vifit  this  excellent  nobleman.  "  His  Lordfhip,'* 
faid  he  to  himfelf,  "  will  doubtlefs  think,  that  I  pay 
a  very  high  compliment  to  him,  by  placing  his  name 

*  Vjt.  Agricols,  cap.  ^. 
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at  the  head  of  a  book,  in  which  I  have  obtained  fuch  a 
glorious  victory  over  the  daring  adverfaries  of  the  mod 
important  doctrine  of  our  holy  church.  The  laurels 
with  which  my  brow  will  be  crowned,  cannot  fail  to 
add  new  luflre  to  the  Maecenas  whom  I  have  chofen ; 
and  he  will  with  gratitude  repay,  by  fome  fubftantial 
emolument,  the  literary  dignity  which  I  fhall  now  con- 
fer upon  him.   My  Lord's  perfonal  intereft  is  great  at 

court;  and  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  will  fecond 

the  recommendation  of  me  with  all  his  influence.  I 
may  therefore  fecurely  depend  upon  the  immediate  gift 
ot  a  rich  benefice.   Perhaps  one  of  the  golden  pre- 
bends of  Durham  may  now  be  vacant;  but  my  eye  is 
fixed  on  the  chancellorlhip  of  the  diocefe  of  Chefter: 
and  though  the  worthy  Doctor,  who  fills  that  high 
office,  enjoys  a  found  conftitution   and  good  health, 
from  his  great  temperance,  cheerfulnefs,  and  equa- 
nimity; yet  he  is  far  advanced  in  years,  and  will  ere 
long  pay  the  common  debt  to  nature.    This  prefer- 
ment will  loon  lead  me  to  a  bifhoprick;  and  I  mall 
then  be  able  to  accomplifli  the  great  fcheme  of  re- 
formation which  I  have  long  projected.    The  king, 
who  is  a  good  Chriftian,  mull  hate  all  Arians  and. 
Socinians;  and  he  will  heartily  concur  with  me  in 
purging  the  church  of  herefy  and  fchifm."  Such 
were  the  flattering  reveries  which  occupied  the  mind 
of  Eudoxus,  whilfl  he  was  journeying  towards'  the 
feat  of  his  noble  patron.    His  road  lay  over  the 
foreft  of  Delamere;  but  being  loft  in  thought,  he 
had  given  the  reins  to  his  horfe,  which  carried  him, 
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by  taking  a  wrong  path,  to  the  centre  of  this  dreary 
iblitude.  Here  he  found  himfelf,  when  he  awaked 
from  the  dreams  of  his  imagination.  The  night  was 
coming  on;  a  florm  was  gathering  in  the  horizon; 
the  fheep-tracks  fo  interfered  each  other,  that  he 
knew  not  how  to  direcl:  his  courfe;  and  he  wandered 
for  fome  time  in  the  mod  diftreffing  perplexity.  At 
length  the  cloud  which  threatened  him,  burft  over 
his  head;  and  he  haflened  for  flicker  from  the  rain 
to  a  ruinous  hovel,  which  he  faw  at  no  great  di fiance. 
Fatigued  both  in  mind  and  body,  he  fecnred  his 
horfe,  and  laid  himfelf  on  the  ground.  The  holiow 
wind  whiftled  around  him;  and  by  its  lulling  in- 
fluence, balmy  fleep,  the  fweet  reflorer  of  nature, 
flole  upon  his  clofing  eye-lids.  At  day-break  he 
arofe  to  encounter  frefh  forrows  and  difafters.  The 
firfl  object  which  he  faw  was  a  goat,  tearing  in 
pieces  his  laboured  manufcript.  The  mifchievous 
animal  had  taken  refuge,  in  the  night,  under  the 
fame  tottering  roof  which  flickered  him;  and  whilft 
he  lay  afleep,  had  picked  the  papers  out  of  his  pocket. 
Eudoxus  flew  to  flop  the  ravages  of  this  barbarous 
Goth;  and  collecting  his  fcattered  fragments,  more 
precious  than  the  leaves  of  the  Sybils,  he  endeavoured 
to  put  them  again  into  order.  But  it  was  impoffible ; 
fo  mangled  were  the  fheets,  and  the  writing  fo  much 
effaced  by  the  rain.  He  had  no  other  cony  of  his 
work;  and  he  bewailed  aloud  his  own  difappoint- 
ment,  and  the  irreparable  lofs  which  the  world  had 
fuflained.    His  plaintive  and  elevated  voice  drew  to 
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the  fide  of  the  hovel  a  fhepherd,  who  was  going  at 
this  early  hour  to  unfold  the  flocks  which  he  tended. 
Eudoxus,  in  an  agony  of  paffiom,  cried  out  to  him, 
Your  goat  has  undone  me;  he  has  deftroyed  my 
vi]  licatipn  of  our  Saviour's  defcent  into  Hades. — 
The  honed  fhepherd  was  a  ftranger  tothefubjefl; 
but  he  faw  a  gentleman  in  diflrefs,  whofe  apparel 
befpoke  him  to  be  of  a  profeffion,  which  he  had  been 
jnftly  taught  to  refpeft.  With  a  generous  hofpita- 
lity,  he  offered  him  a  (hare  of  the  homely  provifions 
which  his  wallet  contained;  and  he  -conduced  him, 
feveral  miles  over  the  foreft,  into  the  great  road  which 
leads  to  Northvvich.  In  this  place  Eudoxus  flayed 
awhile  to  recruit  his  flrength  and  fpirits,  and  then 
fet  out  on  his  return  home;  where  he  Jong  indulged, 
in  fecret,  his  vexation  and  forrow. 

The  ipeculative  doftrines  of  religion,  as  they  have 
no  influence  on  the  moral  condnft  of  mankind,  are 
comparatively  of  little  importance.    They  cannot  be 
underilood  by  the  generality  even  of  Chriftians; 
and  the  wife,  the  learned,  and  the  good,  have  in  all 
ages  differed,  and  will  ever  continue  to  differ  about 
them.     An  intemperate  zeal,  therefore,  for  fuch 
points  of  faith  betrays  a  weak  understanding,  and. 
contra&ed  heart:  and  that  zeal  may  juftly  be  deemed 
intemperate,  which  exceeds  the  value  of  its  objeft, 
and  which  abates  our  benevolence  towards  thofe  who 
do  not  adopt  the  fame  opinions  with  ourfelves.  The 
religion  of  Christ  breathes  the  moft  generous  and 
charitable  fpirit,  bringing  with  it  peace  on  ear:h,  and 
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good-will  to  men.  And  at  the  folcmn  day  of  judg- 
ment, our  Saviour  defcribes  himfelf  as  demanding  of 
the  trembling  finner,  not  of  what  church  are  you  a 
member,  or  what  creeds  have  you  acknowledged? 
But  have  you  fed  the  hungry?  Have  you  clothed 
the  naked?  Have  you  vifited  the  fick?  Have  you 
improved  thofe  talents  which  the  Deity  has  bellowed 
upon  you,  to  increafe  your  own  felicity,  by  promoting 
that  of  your  fellow-creatures? 

For  modes  of  faith  let  aDgry  zealots  fight ; 
His  can't  be  wrong,  whole  life  is  in  the  right. 

This  obfervation  of  the  poet  feems  to  be  fanclioned, 
in  its  unqualified  fenfe,  and  full  extent,  by  Cardinal 
Pole,  a  man  equally  diftinguilhed  for  probity,  reli- 
gion, and  learning.  Being  confulted  by  what  method 
the  obfcure  paffages  in  St.  Paul's  Epiftles  might  be 
elucidated,  he  recommended  to  the  reader  "  tobeo-in 
"  at  the  latter  end  of  the  Epiftles,  where  the  Apoftle 
"  treats  of  morality,  and  to  practise  what  was 
"  delivered  there;  and  then  to  go  back  to  the  be- 
"  ginning,  where  the  doctrinal  parts  are  reafoned  on 
"  with  great  acutenefs  and  fubtilty."* 

Eudoxus  is  an  example  of  the  folly  and  odioufnefs 
of  pride.  The  pride  of  wealth  is  contemptible^  the 
pride  of  learning  is  pitiable;  the  pride  of  dignity  and 
rank  is  ridiculous ;  but  the  pride  of  bigotry  is  infup- 
portable.  No  man,  of  common  fpirit,  will  fuffer 
another  to  arrogate  to  himfelf  dominion  over  his 
faith  and  confcience. 

*  Phillips's  Life  of  Pole,  vol.  ii.  p.  288. 
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The  bigot  is  generally  a  man  of  warm  and  violent 
paflions.  He  is  therefore  likely  to  be  vifiooary  in 
his  fchemes,  and  ianguine  in  his  purfuits.  And  when 
the  mind  is  occupied  by  one  great  object,  a  thoufand 
lefs  circumftances  which  are  neceffary  to  the  attain- 
ment of  it  are  overlooked  and*  neglected.  Hence 
arife  the  frequent  disappointments  which  occur  in  the 
world j  efpecially'to  men  of  afpiring  views,  or  of 
great  ardour  in  bulinefs. 

PERSECUTION. 

LORD  Herbert,  of  Cherbury,  relates,  that  when 
he  was  at  Paris,  Father  Segnerand,  confeflbr  to  the.' 
King  of  France,  preached  a  fermon  before  his  MajeftyJ 
on  the  Chriftian  duty  of  forgiving  our  enemies;  but* 
that  he  made  a  diflinction  in  the  objects  of  forgivenefs,! 
afferting  that  we  are  bound  only  to  forgive  our  per- 
fonal  enemies,  not  the  enemies  of  God;  fuch  as  here- 
tics, and  efpecially  the  profeffors  of  the  Proteftant 
religion;  whom  he  urged  the  inoft  Chriftian  king  to 
extirpate. 

By  the  coronation  oath  in  France,  the  fovereign 
fblemnly  binds  himfelf  to  execute  this  fanguinary 
perfecution.  And  when  Louis  XVI.  afcended  the 
throne,  his  enlightened  prime  minifter,  Mr.  Turgot, 
after  a  vain  attempt  to  change  the  oath,  addrefled 
ah  admirable  memorial  to  his  royal  mafter,  in  which 
he  proved,  "  that  a  prince  who  is  convinced  of  the 
"  truth  of  the  eftabliflied  religion,  ought  to  allow, to' 
"  fiich  of  his  fubje&s  as  profefs  a  different  one,  the 
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':-  mod  entire- freedom  of  fentiment  and  of  worlliip: 
"  that  he  is  obliged  to  this  toleration  by  the  laws  of 
«c  confcience,  by  the  rights  of  nature,  by  humanity, 
"  and  even  by  policy:  that  the  more  fully  a  monarch 
"  believes  in  the  truth  of  his  own  religion,  and  feels 
»'  how  unjuft  and  tyrannical  it  would  be  in  fuperior 
ic  power  to  debar  him  from  the  exercife  of  it,  the 
:c  more  fenfible  he  ought  to  be  that  he  is  guilty  of 
:c  the  fame  injuftice,  whenever  he  interferes  with  the 
:c  confciences  of  thofe  who,  with  equal  fincerity,  are 
£  perfuaded  of  contrary  doftrines.    He  proved,  that 
6  it  is  abfurd  to  fuppofe  any  religion  refts  on  evidence, 
6  which  none  but  the  ill-difpofed  can  rejedj  and  that 
«  perfection,  even  in  the  caufe  of  truth,  is  doubly 
'  unjuft;  fince  involuntary  error  is  no  crime,  and 
:  the  profeffion  of  alTent  is  culpable  without  full 
:  convi&ion."* 

FALSE  NOTIONS  OF  PROVIDENCE. 

HOW  providential  is' the  rain!"  cried  the  exult- 
ig  farmer,  who  had  gathered  into  his  barns  a  large 
op  of  hay,  whilft  his  neighbours  were  yet  in  the 
idu1  of  that  harveft.  «  The  change  of  weather  will 
foon  fill  my  meadows  with  grafs;  and  my  cattle 
may  now  riot  in  the  plenty  of  autumnal  and  winter 
food,  which  Heaven,  with  peculiar  indulgence,  has 
provided  for  them."l- 


Life  ofM.  Turgot  by  the  Marquis  de  Condorcet. 
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Similar  to  this  is  the  language  of  the  feltifh  and 
contracted  mind,  on  every  profperous  incident  of  life. 
The  partial  interpofition  of  ibvereign  wifdom  and 
power  is  prefumed,  without  hefitation;  and  we  have 
the  folly  and  vanity  to  believe  that  the  order  of  nature 
is  difturbed,  for  our  benefit,  even  on  the  flighted 
occafions.  Whatever  foundation  there  may  be,  in 
reafon  or  fcripture,  for  the  docVine  of  a  particular 
Providence,  the  common  application  of  it  is  equally 
abfurd  and  irreligious.  It  argues  pride  and  arrogance 
in  man;  and  difparages  the  moral  character  of  the 
great  Parent  of  the  univerfe. 

CRUELTY  IN  EXPERIMENTS. 

EuPHRONIUS  was  happy  whenever  the  engage->| 
ments  of  his  profeffion,  and  his  duty  as  a  parentj 
allowed  him  a  leifure  hour  to  devote  to  experimental 
philofophy.    He  had  been  long  purfuing  a  mod  in- 
terefting  train  of  inquiries  into  the  nature  and  pro- 
perties of  various  kinds  of  air,  in  concert  with  his 
learned  friend  Dr.  Prieftley :  and  he  had  j  uft  prepared! 
for  a  particular  purpofe,  fome  mephitic  water,*  which 
was  ftanding  by  him  in  a  glafs  veffel,  when  Alexis 
came  haftily  into  his  fiudy  with  a  number  of  fmall 
filhes  that  he  had  caught  and  preferved  alive.  The 
youth  knew  the  fatality  of  fixed  air  to  animals  which 
breathe;  but  he  wiflied  to  fee  its  effefts  on  the  inha- 
bitants of  a  different  element :  and  Euphronius,  to 

*  Water  impregnated  with  fixed  air,  which  is  feparated  from 
chalk  or  pot-afli,  by  means  of  oil  of  vitriol,  or  any  other  acid. 
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gratify  his  impatient  curiofity,  put  the  fiflies  into  the 
mephitic  water  ;  through  which  they  darted  with 
amazing  velocity,  and  then  dropped  down  lifelefs  to 
the  bottom  of  the  veflel. 

Surprife  and  joy  fparkled  in  the  eyes  of  Alexis. 
Beware,  my  fob!  faid  Euphronius,  of  obferving 
fpectacles  of  pair!  and  mifery  with  delight.  Cruelty, 
?y  infenfible  degrees,  will  fteal  into  your  heart ;  and 
;very  generous  principle  of  your  nature  will  then  be 
Subverted.    The  philofopher,  who  has  in  contin- 
uation the  eftablifliment  of  fome  important  truth,  or 
he  clilcovery  of  what  will  tend  to  the  advancement  of 
eal  fcience,  and  to  the  good  and  happinefs  of  man- 
ind,  may  perhaps  be  juftified,  if  he  facrifice  to  his 
lurfuits  the  life  or  enjoyment  of  an  inferior  animal. 
m  the  emotions  of  humanity  fliould  never  be  ftifled 
i  his  bread;  his  trials  fliould  be  made  with  tender- 
efs,  repeated  with  relu&ance,  and  carried  no  farther 
Ran  the  object  in  view  unavoidably  requires.  Wanton 
tperiments  on  living  creatures,  and  even  thofe,  which 
e  merely  fubfervient  to  the  gratification  of  curiofity, 
Wit  the  fevereft  cenfure.    They  degrade  the  man 
letters  into  a  brute ;,  and  are  fit  amufements  only 
r  the  cannibals  of  New-Zealand.    I  condemn  my- 
lr  for  the  indulgence  which  I  jufl  now  fliewed  you. 
it  I  knew  that  your  fiflies  would  endure  lefs  pain 
)m  an  inftantaneous,  than  from  the  lingering  death 
lich  awaited  them;  and  I  little  expe&ed  that  your 
mpaffionate  and  amiable  heart  could  have  received 
>leafurable  imprelfion  on  fuch  an  occafion. 

D  2 
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FOPPERY. 

SUETONIUS*  relates,  that  a  young  officer,  to 
whom  Vefpafian  had  given  a  commiflion,  perfumed 
himfelf  when  he  went  to  court,  to  thank  the  emperor 
for  the  honour  conferred  upon  him.  /  JJjould  have 
been  lefs  offended  if  you  bad  fmelled  of  garlick,  faid 
Vefpafian  j  who  was  fo  difguftedwith  his  foppery,  that 
he  immediately  difmifled  him  from  his  employment. 

SLANDER. 

EUPHRONIUS  heard  with  indignation  the  cha- 
racter of  a  much-refpected  friend  traduced.  But  he 
calmed  the  painful  emotions  of  his  mind,  by  the  raj 
collection  of  Mr.  Pope's  obfervation,  that 

"  Envy  does  Merit,  as  its  fliade,  purfue ; 

"  And  like  the  (hadow,  proves  the  fubftance  true." 

To  flatter  ourielves  with  univerfal  applaufe,  is  an 
inconfiftency  in  our  expectations,  dictated  by  folly, 
and  foftered  by  felf-love.  Numbers  of  mankind  are 
influenced  by  a  levelling  principle,  which  cannot  brook 
fuperior  excellence;  and  they  wage  fecret  war  with 
whatever  rifes  above  their  own  mediocrity,  as  a  kind 
of  moral  or  intellectual  ufurpation.  When  Ariftides, 
fo  remarkable  for  his  inviolable  attachment  to  juftice, 
was  tried  by  Oftracifm,t  at  Athens,  and  condemned 

*  Sueton.  lib.  viii. 
f  A  form  of  trial,  in  which  the  people  of  Athens  voted  a  perfon's 
banifliment,  by  writing  his  name  on  a  fliell,  which  was  call  into 
an  urn. 
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to  banifliment,  a  peafant,  who  could  not  write,  and 
who  was  unacquainted  with  his  perfon,  applied  to  him 

0  put  the  name  of  Ariftides  upou  his  {hell.  **  Has 
:  he  done  you  any  wrong,"  faid  Ariftides,  "  that 
4  you  are  for  punifliing  him  in  this  manner?"  "  No," 
eplied  the  countryman,  "  I  don't  even  know  himj 
'  but  I  am  tired  and  angry  with  hearing  every  one 

1  call  him  the  Jtt/l."  Ariftides,  without  farther  ex- 
oftulation,  calmly  took  the  ftiell,  wrote  upon  it  his 
wn  condemnation,  and  returned  it  to  the  peafant.* 

But,  independent  of  the  pride  and  envy  of  man- 
ind,  there  are  few  public  virtues  which,  from  their 
wn  nature,  can  be  exercifed  without  giving  umbrage. 
The  upright  magiftrate,  who  hears  with  impartiality, 
d  decides  with  wifdom  and  equity,  creates  an  ene- 
y  in  the  opprejfor,  when  he  redrefTes  the  wrongs  of 
e  opprefed.    The  benevolent  citizen,  who  pUrfues 
6th  zeal  and  fteadinefs  the  good  of  the  community, 
uft  facrifice  to  the  important  objetts  which  he  has 
view,  the  interfering  interefts  of  many  individuals, 
10  will  indulge  aloud  their  complaints,  and  pour 
on  him  a  torrent  of  abufe.    And  the  liberal  man, 
ofe  hand  is  ever  ftretched  forth  to  relieve  ficknefs, 
erty,  and  diftrefsj  and  who  diffufes  happinefs 
und  him,  by  his  generofity,  hofpitality,  and  cha- 
h  is  calumniated  by  the  worthlefs,  who  partake 
:  of  his  bounty;  and  cenfured  even  by  his  bene- 
ries,  becaufe  his  kindnefs  falls  ftiort  of  their  un- 
onable  expectations.    Louis  the  Fourteenth  ufed 
*  Plut.  in  Arift.p.  3i2, 
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to  fay,  that  whenever  he  bellowed  a  vacant  employ, 
ment,  he  made  a  hundred  perfons  difcontented,  and 
one  ungrateful.  The  love  of  liberty,  civil  and  reli- 
gious, is  odious  to  the  tyrant,  the  bigot,  and  the 
pa/Jive  flave.  Reproof,  however  delicate,  feafonable, 
and  affe&ionate,  too  often  creates  averfion  to  the 
friend  who  adminifters  it.  Counfel,  if  it  contradift 
our  darling  paffion,  though  wife  and  prudent,  will 
produce  ill  will.  Courage  excites  fear  and  hatred  in 
the  coward.  Induftry  bears  away  the  palm  of  fuccefs 
from  the  flothful.  And  learning,  judgment,  and  If 
ikill  afford  advantages  which  irritate,  becaufe  they 
humiliate,  the  ftupid  and  the  ignorant.  The  immortal 
Harvey,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  a  friend,  complains 
that  he  had  hurt  his  interefl  as  a  phyfician,  by  the 
difcovery  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood;  a  difcovery 
which  does  honour  to  phyfic,  to  philofophy,  and  fa 
human  nature,  becaufe  it  was  the  refult,  not  of  acci- 
dent, but  of  folid  reafoning  and  patient  inquiry. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that,  in  the  prefent  confti-l 
tution  of  things,  envy  and  detra£tion  are  the  pr 
which  mull  be  paid  for  pre-eminence  in  virtue.  The  J 
fcriptures  denounce  woe  upon  thofe  of  whom  all  men 
fpeak  well.    Such  chara&ers  cannoL.be  more  than 
negatively  good  ;  and  they  are  generally  much  belowl 
the  common  flandard  of  merit.    The  vulgar  phrafej 
of  approbation,  which  we  fo  frequently  hear  applied! 
to  the  individuals  of  this  clafs,  that  they  are  enemiesl 
to  no  one  but  thcmfehes,  conveys  the  fevered  fat  ire; 
becaufe  it  implies  that  they  are  cither  infignificanfl 
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drones,  artful  hypocrites,  or  the  infamous  panders  of 
pleafure.  Tully  defcribes  Cataline  himfelf  as  popular, 
by  having  the  addrefs  cum  trijiibus  fevere,  cum  re- 
miju  jucunde,  cum  fenibus  graviter,  cum  juventute 
comiter  vivere;  that  is,  by  fervilely  accommodating 
himfelf  to  the  humours  and  vices  of  all  with  whom 
he  converfed. 

Are  we  then  to  regard  fame  as  unattainable,  or  as 
unworthy  of  a  wife  man's  purfuit?  Certainly  not. 
Such  a  conviction  would  fupprefs  a  noble  and  pow- 
erful incitement  to  virtue,  and  deftroy  one  of  the 
moft  exquifite  enjoyments  of  human  life.  For  the 
pleafure  arifing  from  the  applaufes  of  the  judicious 
and  the  good  is  next,  in  degree,  to  the  inward  de- 
light which  .flows  from  the  confcioufnefs  of  having 
deferved  them.  And  he  who  governs  by  reafon 
this  animating  principle  of  action ;  who  uniformly 
aims  at  moral  rectitude  in  his  conduct;  who  fuffers 
no  popular  praife  or  vulgar  opinion  to  elate  or  to 
miflead  him ;  and  who  is  undeprelTed  by  the  cenfures 
of  interefted  or  incompetent  judges  ;*  will  command 
the  efteem  and  love  of  thofe,  whofe  fuffrages  alone 
are  fame;  will  be  honoured  and  revered  by  pofterity ; 
and  will  obtain  the  favour  of  God  himfelf,  the  om- 
nifcient  obferver  and  fovereign  rewarder  of  merit. 

•  Falfus  honor  juvat,  et  mendax  infamia  terret, 
Quem,  ni(i  mendacem,  &  mendofutn,  ? 
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"PRAISE  WHEN  YOU  MAY! 

"  BE  CANDID  WHEN  YOU  CAN!" 

SEVERAL  gentlemen,  in  the  company  of  Lord 
Bolingbroke,  were  fpeaking  of  the  avarice  of  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough;  and  they  appealed  to  his 
Lordfhip,  for  the  truth  of  the  inftances  which  they 
adduced.  "  He  was  fo  great  a  man,"  replied  Lord 
Bolingbroke,  "  that  I  have  forgotten  his  vices."— 
A  truly-generous  anfwer  for  a  political  enemy  to 
make,  fays  Voltaire,  who  relates  the  incident  1 

Prince  Kaunitz,  prime  minifler  at  the  court  of 
Vienna,  prevailed  on  his  miftrefs,  the  late  Emprefs 
of  Germany,  to  beftow  a  very  high  port,  in  the  war 
department,  on  a  general  officer,  whom  he  had  juffc 
reafon  to  diflike.  The  latter,  affe&ed  by  this  gene- 
rous conduct,  wiflied  to  recover  the  favour  of  the 
minuter,  and  made  advances  towards  a  reconciliation. 
Kaunitz  however  refufed;  obferving  that  he  had  only 
done  his  duty,  and  what  his  opinion  of  the  officer 
required,  in  caufing  his  fovereign  to  pay  a  due  regard 
to  military  merit.  But  being  matter  of  his  private 
affections,  he  was  at  full  liberty  to  decline  all  perfonal 
intimacy  or  connection  with  him.  "  I  am  fond  of 
"  citing  this  anecdote,"  fays  M.  Neckar,  "  becaufe 
"  it  appears  to  me  to  unite  perfonal  dignity,  with 
*'  candour  and  public  virtue," 

CIRCUMSPECTION. 

Lucy  and  Emilia  were  admiring  the  ftruclure  of  a 
fpider's  web,  which  was  formed  between  the  branches 
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of  a  tall  flirub  in  the  garden  at  Hart-Hill;  when 
Euphronius,  returning  from  his  morning  walk,  flop- 
ped to  inquire  what  objecT:  fo  much  engaged  their 
attention.    The  dew-drops  yet  befpangled  the  fine 
threads  of  which  the  web  was  compofed,  and  ren- 
dered every  part  of  it  confpicuoufly  beautiful*  A 
fmall-winged  infect  happened,  at  this  inftant,  to  be 
caught  in  the  toil;  and  the  fpider,  before  invifibfe, 
advanced  along  the  lines  from  his  fecret  retreat,  feized 
the  prey,  and  killed  it,  by  inftilling  a  venomous  juice 
into  the  wound  he  made.  When  the  rapacious  tyrant 
had  almoft  devoured  his  game,  another  fly,  of  a  larger 
fize,  became  entangled  in  the  mefh.    He  now  waited 
patiently  till  the  infect  was  fatigued,  by  ftruggling  to 
obtain  its  liberty ;  and  then  rolling  the  web  around 
it,  he  left  the  poor  fly  in  a  ftate  of  terror  and  impo- 
tence, as  a  future  repafl:  for  his  returning  appetite. 

You  pity  the  fate,  faid  Euphronius,  of  this  un- 
fortunate infeft,  whofe  deftru&ion  is  the  natural 
confequence  of  its  ignorance  and  want  of  caution. 
Remember  that  you  yourfelves  will  be  expofed,  in 
the  commerce  of  life,  to  various  fnares,  dangerous  to 
your  virtue,  and  fubverfive  to  your  peace  of  mind. 
Flattery  is  the  common  toil  laid  for  your  fex;  and 
when  you  are  entangled  in  it,  vanity,  affeftation, 
pertnefs,  and  impatience  of  controul,  conftitute  the 
ipoifon  which  is  then  infufed  into  your  wounded  bo- 
■  foms.    Pleasure  fpreads  a  glittering  web,  which 
has  proved  fatal  to  thoufands.    Ambition  catches 
I  the  unwary  by  power,  titles,  dignities,  and  prefer- 
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merits.  And  False  Religion,  under  a  dazzling- 
outfide  of  myfterious  fan&ity,  and  pompous  ceremo- 
nies, conceals  a  net-work  of  prieftcraft  and  fuperftition, 
from  which  it  will  be  (till  more  difficult  to  extricate 
yourfelves.  Sophron  and  Alexis  had  now  joined  the 
little  party;  and  Euphronius,  pointing  to  them  his 
difcourfe,  bid  them  beware  of  the  cobwebs  of  Phi- 
losophy; thofe  fine-fpun  hypotbefes,  which  involve 
the  mind  in  error,  and  unfit  it  for  the  patient  invefti- 
gation  of  truth,  by  obfervation  and  experiment. 

THE  WEAKNESS  OF  MAN,  AND  THE  WISDOM  OF 
DIVINE  PROVIDENCE. 

Disorders  of  the  intellect  occur  much  more 
frequently  than  fuperncial  obfervers  will  eafily  be- 
lieve. There  is  no  man  whofe  imagination  does  not 
fometimes  predominate  over  his  reafon;  and  every 
fuch  tyranny  of  fancy  is  a  temporary  degree  of  in- 
finity. He  who  delights  in  filent  fpeculation,  often 
indulges,  without  refbraint,  the  airy  vifions  of  the  foul, 
and  expatiates  in  boundlefs  futurity,  amufing  his  de- 
fires  with  impoffible  enjoyments,  and  conferring  upon 
his  pride  unattainable  dominion.  In  time,  fome  par- 
ticular train  of  ideas  abforbs  the  attention;  the  mind 
recurs  conftantly,  in  wearinefs  or  leifure,  to  the  fa- 
vourite conception ;  and  the  fway  of  fancy  becomes 
defpotic.  Delufions  then  operate  as  realities;  falfe 
opinions  engrofs  the  undemanding ;  and  life  pafles 
\u  dreams  of  pleafure  or  of  mifery. 
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An  Egyptian  aftronomer  who  had  fpent  forty  years 
in  unwearied  attention  to  the  motions  and  appearances 
of  the  heavenly  bodies,  conceived  that  he  was  in- 
verted with  the  power  of  regulating  the  weather, 
and  varying  the  feafons.  The  fun,  he  thought, 
obeyed  his  mandates,  and  paffed  from  tropic  to 
tropic  by  his  direction  ;  the  clouds  burft  at  his  call 
on  the  fouthern  mountains';  and  the  inundations  of 
the  Nile  were  governed  by  his  will.  He  mitigated 
the  rage  of  the  dog-ftar,  reftrained  the  equinoctial 
tempefts,  and  difpenfed  rain  and  fun-fliine  to  the 
feveral  nations  of  the  earth.*  Such  power,  though 
imaginary,  was  too  extenfive  for  the  feeblenefs  of 
man;  and  the  aftronomer  funk  under  the  bur- 
dens of  an  office,  which  he  laboured  to  adminifter 
with  impartial  juftice  and  univerfal  benevolence.  The 
difcordant  claims  of  different  regions  and  climates, 
and  the  oppolite  requifitions  of  the  various  fruits  of 
the  ground,  in  the  fame  diftrift,  haraffed  his  mind 
with  inceffant  care,  fufpence,  and  perplexity.  If  he 
fuffered  the  clouds  to  pour  down  their  treafures  on 
the  thirfty  deferts  of  Arabia,  impetuous  torrents  over- 
whelmed the  fertile  plains  of  Baffora:  and  when  he 
fent  forth  a  ftorm  to  fweep  away  the  peflilential 

*  So  far  is  borrowed,  with  confiderable  variations,  from  Raffelas, 
Prince  of  Abyflinia,  a  novel  written  by  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon.  The 
original  affords  a  linking  picture  of  literary  infanity;  but  the  ima- 
ginary powers  of  the  aftronomer,  over  the  univerfe,  are  confined 
to  the  diftribution  of  rain  and  fun-fhine.  He  is  rcprefented  alfo  as 
equal,  in  his  own  idea,  to  the  government  of  nature;  and  anxious 
only  for  a  proper  fucceffor.  I  have  given  a  different  turn  to  the 
narration,  with  a  view  to  convey  more  inftruclibn  to  the  mind. 
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Samiel,*  which  carried  death  and  deflation  in  its 
progrefs,  a  fleet,  laden  with  the  richeft  merchandife, 
was  fhipwrecked  in  the  gulph  of  Ormus.    The  fervid 
beams  of  the  fun,  whilil  they  matured  the  lufcious 
grape  of  Smyrna,  deftroyed  the  harvefi:  of  corn,  and 
fcorched  the  herbage  of  the  fields.  The  philofopher 
thought  he  could  perhaps  remedy  thefe  evils,  by 
turning  afide  the  axis  of  the  earth,  and  varying  the 
ecliptic  of  the  fun.    But  he  found  it  impoffible  to 
make  a  change  of  pofition,  by  which  the  world  could 
be  advantaged:  and  he  dreaded  the  injury  which  he 
might  occafion  to  diftant  and  unknown  parts  of  the 
folar  fyuem.    Oppreffed  with  anxiety,  he  earneftly 
folicited  the  great  Governor  of  the  univerfe  to  divert: 
him  of  the  painful  pre-eminence  with  which  he  was 
honoured.    «  Father  of  light,"  he  cried,  "  thy  om- 
"  nipotent  hand  and  all-feeing  eye  are  alone  equal  to 
"  the  mighty  empire  of  this  globe."    The  vafl:  ope- 
rations of  nature  exceed  my  finite  comprehenfion; 
and  I  now  feel  with  reverence  and  humility,  that  to 
difpenfe  good  and  evil,  in  all  thofe  varied  combina- 
tions, which  conftitute  the  harmonious  fyftem  on 
which  the  general  happinefs  depends,  nothing  lefs 
can  be  required  than  unerring  wifdom,  fpotlefs  rec- 
titude, and  fovereign  power. 

*  The  Samiel  is  a  fudden  vapour,  to  which  travellers  are  expofed 
in  the  deferts  of  Arabia,  in  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  Augult ; 
and  brings  inftantaneous  death  to  every  man  or  beaft  in  the  way 
of  it.  This  peftifcrous  guft  quickly  paffes,  and  does  not  extend 
itfelf  far;  but  runs,  as  it  were,  in  ftreams  of  no  great  breadth. 

Vide  Mr.  Ives's  Journal, 
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The  Deity  liftened  with  indulgence  to  a  prayer 
which  flowed  from  a  fmcere  and  pious  heart :  in  the 
folly  of  the  aftronomer  He  faw  and  pitied  the  weak- 
nefs  of  human  nature;  and  by  ftrengthening  the 
prefent  convi&ion  of  his  mind,  He  gracioufly  removed 
the  infanity  under  which  he  laboured. 


THE  CHARACTER  OF  THE  MERCHANT, 
HONOURABLE. 

You  live  in  a  mercantile  country,  my  fon,  and  I 
wifli  you  to  think  refpe&fully  of  the  character  of  a 
merchant.  Hear  the  fentiments  of  the  firft  genius  of 
the  age  on  this  fubjeft !  "In  France,"  fays  Voltaire, 
"  the  title  of  Marquis  is  given  to  any  one  who  will 
"  accept  of  it ;  and  whoever  arrives  at  Paris,  from 
"  the  mod  remote  province,  with  money  in  his  purfe, 
"  and  a  name  terminating  in  ac  or  ilk,  may  ftrut 
"  about  and  cry,  Such  a  man  as  I !  a  man  of  my 
"  rank  and  figure!  and  may  look  down  upon  a  trader 
"  with  fovereign  contempt:  wh;lft  the  trader,  on  the 
"  other  fide,  by  thus  often  hearing  his  profeffion 
treated  fo  difdainfully,  is  fool  enough  to  blufh  at  it. 
However,  I  need  not  fay  which  is  moil  ufeful  to  a 
nation;  a  lord  powdered  in  the  tip  of  the  mode,  who 
"  knows  exactly  at  what  o'clock  the  king  rifes  and 
"  goes  to  bed,  and  who  gives  himfelf  airs  of  grandeur 
"  and  ftate,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  is  atting  the 
flave  in  the  anti-chamber  of  a  prime  minifter;  or 
a  merchant  who  enriches  his  country,  difpatches 
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"  orders  from  his  compting-houfe  to  Surat  and  Grand 
"  Cairo,  and  contributes  to  the  felicity  of  the  world." 

A  FEMALE  CHARACTER. 

Her  kindly  melting  heart, 
To  every  want,  and  every  woe ; 

To  guilt  itfelf,  when  in  diftrefs, 
The  balm  of  pity  would  impart, 
And  all  relief  that  bounty  could  beftow  I 
E'en  for  the  kid  or  lamb  that  pour'd  its  life 
Beneath  the  bloody  knife, 
Her  gentle  tears  would  fall, 
As  fhe  the  common  mother  were  of  all. 

Nor  only  good,  and  kind, 
But  ftrong  and  elevated  was  her  mind : 
A  fpirit  that,  with  noble  pride, 
Could  look  fuperior  down 
On  Fortune's  lmile,  or  frown ; 
That  could,  without  regret  or  pain, 
To  virtue's  lowefl:  duty  facritice, 
Oi  intereit's  or  ambition's  higheft  prize; 
That,  injur'd  or  offended,  never  try'd 
Its  dignity  by  vengeance  to  maintain, 
But  by  magnanimous  difduin. 

A  wit,  that  temperately  bright, 
With  inoffenfive  light, 
All  pleating  fhone,  nor  ever  pad 
The  decent  bounds,  that  Wifdom's  fober  hand, 
And  fweet  benevolence's  mild  command, 
And  bafhful  modefty  before  it  caff. 
A  prudence  undeceiving,  undeceiv'd ; 
That  nor  too  little,  nor  too  much  believ'd ; 
That  fcorned  unjull  Sufpicion's  coward  fear, 
And  without  weaknefs  knew  to  be  (incere. 

Lord  Lyttelton. 


CRUELTY  TO  HORSES. 

In  the  month  of  June,  Lucy,  Emilia,  and  Jacobus 
were  carried  by  Hortenfia  to  view  the  crowds  of 
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company,  as  they  paffed  to  the  races,  which  are 
annually  held  upon  Kerfal  Moor,  near  Manchefter. 
The  variety  of  countenances  which  they  faw;  the 
mirth  of  fome,  the  eagernefs  of  others,  and  the  diffi- 
pation  of  all,  furnifhed  a  delightful  entertainment  to 
their  young  minds,  unalloyed  by  any  reflexions  on 
the  extravagance,  gaming,  and  intemperance  which 
fuch  diverfions  produce.  Whilft  they  were  enjoying 
this  fceue  of  pleafure,  they  obferved  two  men  ad- 
vancing on  a  full  gallop,  fpurring  and  ladling  their 
horfes  to  increafe  their  fpeed.  The  day  was  ex- 
tremely hot,  and  one  of  the  horfes  fell  gafping, 
almoft  at  the  feet  of  Jacobus.  By  his  agility,  the 
rider  inftantly  freed  himfelf  from  the  ftirrups;  and 
rifing  with  fury  from  the  ground,  he  beat  his  horfe 
in  the  mod  favage  and  relentlefs  manner.  The  poor 
animal  was  unable  to  move ;  and  at  every  ftroke  of 
the  whip,  exprefTed  his  agonies  by  the  moft  piercing 
groans.  In  vain  the  furrounding  crowd  interceded 
in  his  behalf.  The  tyrant,  to  whom  he  belonged, 
inflamed  with  anger  and  revenge,  continued  inex- 
orable; and  Hortenfia  withdrew,  with  her  young- 
charge,  from  a  fpe&acle  fo  painful  and  diftreffing. 
When  Euphronius  returned  to  Hart-Hill,  in  the  even- 
ing, his  children  flocked  around  him,  impatient  to 
relate  this  tale  of  woe.  I  know  and  pity  the  unhappy 
horfe,  faidhej  and  if  you  will  liften  tome,  I  will 
give  you  the  particulars  of  his  hiftory.  The  fire  of 
this  animal  was  a  native  of  Arabia  Felix,  where  he  t 
ranged  without  controul,  in  the  moft  fertile  and 
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extenfive  plains,  enjoying  all  the  luxuries  of  nature. 
He  was  the  leader  of  a  herd,  which  confifted  of  more 
than  five  hundred  of  his  fpecies;  and  thus  fupported 
by  the  united  force  of  numbers,  no  bead  of  the  foreft 
durft  attack  him.  When  his  followers  flept,  he 
flood  as  centinel,  to  give  notice  of  approaching  dan- 
ger ;  and  if  an  Arab  happened  to  advance,  he  fome- 
times  walked  up  boldly  towards  him,  as  if  to  examine 
his  flrength,  or  to  intimidate  him ;  then  inflantly  he 
gave  the  fignal  to  his  fellows,  by  a  loud  fnorting, 
and  the  whole  herd  fled  with  the  fwiftnefs  of  the 
wind.  In  one  of  thefe  flights  he  was  taken  by  a 
trap,  concealed  upon  the  ground;  which  entangling 
his  feet,  made  him  an  eafy  prey  to  the  hunter.  He 
was  carried  to  Conflantinople ;  fold  to  the  Britifh 
envoy  there;  and  brought  by  him  into  England,  to 
improve  our  breed  of  horfes.  The  firft  colt  he  got 
was  the  poor  animal  whofe  fufFerings  you  now  lament, 
and  whom  I  remember  to  have  feen  gay,  frolicfome, 
and  happy.  He  was  fed  in  a  large  pafture,  where  he 
ufed  to  gailop  round  and  round ;  trying  every  aclive 
movement  of  his  limbs,  and  increafing  his  flrength 
and  agility  by  thofe  gambols  and  exercifes,  which 
jocund  nature,  in  early  youth,  infpires.  Thus  pafTed 
the  firft  period  of  his  life;  but  now  his  flate  of  fer- 
vitude  and  mifery  commenced.  To  render  him  more 
tame  and  paflive,  a  painful  operation  was  performed 
upon  him,  by  which  the  fize  and  firmnefs  of  his 
mufcles  were  impaired,  his  fp'rit  was  deprefTed,  and 
he  loft,  with  the  diftinttion  of  his  fex,  one  efTential 
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power  of  ufefalnefs  and  enjoyment.    Nature  had 
furnilhed  him  with  a  flowing  tail,  which  was  at  once 
an  ornament,  a  covering  for  what  fliould  be  con- 
cealed, and  a  weapon  of  defence  againfl  the  flies  in 
iummer.    But  falfe  tafte  decreed  the  extirpation  of 
it;  and  feveral  joints  were  taken  off  by  a  coarfe 
inftrument  and  blundering  farrier.   The  blood  guflied 
ifrom  the  wound;  and  to  flop  the  difcharge,  the  ten- 
der part  was  feared  with  a  red-hot  iron.    At  this 
■  inftant  of  time  I  happened  to  pafs  by;  and  whilfl:  I 
wvds  pierced  to  the  heart  with  the  fufferings  of  the 
bhorfe,  I  faw  the  favage  who  infixed  them  fufpend  his 
operation,  to  curfe  and  beat  him  for  the  groans  he 
ruttered.    When  the  tail  was  thus  reduced  to  a  ri- 
diculous fliortnefs,  it  was  thought  that  a  turn  upwards 
would  give  additional  grace  to  it:  and  to  produce 
this  effeft,  feveral  deep  cuts  were  made  on  the  under 
i.ide  of  it;  and  the  tail  was  drawn  by  a  cord  and 
Dully  into  a  moft  painful  pofition,  till  the  granulation 
i  ;f  the  flefli  was  completed.    He  was  now  trained,  or 
broken  as  it  is  ufually  termed,  for  riding:  and  during 
:  his  feafon  of  difcipline,  he  underwent  all  the  feve- 
Mes  of  the  lam  and  thefpur.    Many  a  time  were 
is  fides  covered  with  blood,  before  his  averfion  to 
k  afs  could  be  fully  fubdued.    The  dread  of  this 
:iimal  he  derived  from  his  fire;  for  in  the  ftate  of 
rture,  the  afs  .and  the  horfe  bear  the  utmoft  anti- 
ithy  to  each  other:  and  if  a  horfe  happen  to  (bay 
to  the  paflures  where  the  wild  affes  graze,  they 
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attack  him  with  fury;  and  furrounding  him  to  pre- 
vent his  flight,  they  bite  and  kick  him  till  he  dies. 
When  rendered  perfectly  tradable,  he  was  fold  to 
the  prefent  proprietor,  whom  he  has  faithfully  and 
affectionately  ferved  during  ten  years.    He  has  been 
a  companion  to  him  in  various  journeys ;  has  borne 
him  with  eafe  and  fecurity  many  thoufand  miles; 
has  contributed  to  reflore  him  from  ficknefs  to  health, 
by  the  gentle  exercife  which  he  afforded ;  and  by  thef 
fwiftnefs  of  his  feet,  he  has  twice  refcued  him  from 
robbers  and  affaflins.    But  he  is  now  growing  old*, 
his  joints  become  ftiff ;  his  wind  fails  him  ;  and  urged 
beyond  his  fpeed,  on  fo  fultry  a  day,  he  fell  breathlefej 
at  your  feet.    In  a  few  hours  he  recovered  himfeM 
and  the  owner  has  fince  difpofed  of  him,  at  a  \o\ 
price,  to  a  mailer  of  poft-horfes  in  Manchefler.  H<?j 
is  now  to  be  ridden  as  a  common  hackney,  or  to 
be  driven  in  a  chaife;  and  he  will  be  at  tlie  merf 
of  every  coxcomb  traveller,  who  gallops,  night  an 
day,  through  different  countries,  to  acquire  a  kno^[ 
ledge  of  mankind,  by  the  obfervation  of  their  man* 
ners,  cuftoms,  laws,  arts,  police,  and  governme"' 
It  is  obvious  that  the  horfe  will  foon  be  difqualifie'. 
for  this  violent  and  cruel  ferviee;  and  if  he  furviv. 
he  will,  probably,  be  fold  to  grind  in  a  mill.    In  this 
fiiuation,  his  exercife  will  be  lefs  fevere,  but  almoft 
without  intermiflion;  the  movement  in  a  circle  wi 
produce  a  dizzinefs  of  the  head,  and  in  a  month  or 
two  he  will  become   blind.    Still,  however,  his 
labours  are  to  continue?  and  he  may  drag  on  years 
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of  toil  and  forrow,  ere  death  clofes  the  period  of 

his  fufferings. 

The  children  were  much  affe&ed  by  this  narrative  j 
and  Jacobus  cried  out  with  emotion,  "  I  love  my 
:t  little  horfe,  and  will  never  abufe  him:  And  when 
"  he  grows  old,  he  fliall  reft  from  his  work}  and  I 
:<  will  feed  him,  and  take  care  of  him  till  he  dies." 

POSITIVENESS. 

THE  cameleon  is  a  fmall  quadruped,  in  fhape  re- 
embling  a  crocodile,  and  chiefly  found  in  Arabia  and 
Cgypt.    It  is  a  vulgar  error  that  this  animal  feeds 
ipon  air,  for  his  ftomach  is  always  found  to  contain 
ies  and  other  infe&$.    Mr.  Le  Bruyn,  during  his 
bode  at  Smyrna,  had  four  cameleons  in  his  poflfef- 
on.    He  never  perceived  that  they  eat  any  thing, 
<cept  now  and  then  a  fly.    Their  colour  often 
langed  without  any  apparent  caufe;  but  their  molt 
arable  one  was  grey,  or  rather  a  pale  moufe  colour, 
ometimes  the  animals  were  of  a  beautiful  green, 
otted  with  yellow;  at  other  times   they  were 
marked  all  over  with  dark  brown;  but  he  never 
und  that  they  alTumed  a  red  colour.    Thefe  pro- 
xies of  the  cameleon  have  given  rife  to  the  fol- 
ding fable,  which  was  written  by  Mr.  Merrick,  and 
2ws,  in  a  lively  and  (hiking  manner,  the  folly  of 
fitivenefs  in  opinion. 
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THE  CAMELEON, 

OFT  has  it  been  my  lot  to  mark 
A  proud,  conceited,  talking  fpark, 
With  eyes,  that  hardly  ferv'd  at  moft 
To  guard  their  matter  'gainft  a  poft ; 
Yet  round  the  world  the  blade  has  been, 
To  fee  whatever  could  be  feen; 
Returning  from  his  finifti'd  tour, 
Grown  ten  times  perter  than  before: 
Whatever  word  you  chance  to  drop, 
The  travelPd  fool  your  mouth  will  flop ; 
"  Sir,  if  my  judgment  you'll  allow — 
"  I've  feen — and  fure  I  ought  to  know." 
So  begs  you'd  pay  a  due  fubmilTion, 
And  acquiefce  in  his  deciiion. 

Two  travellers  of  fuch  a  caft, 
As  o'er  Arabia's  wilds  they  paft, 
And  on  their  way  in  friendly  chat, 
Now  talk'd  of  this,  and  then  of  that, 
Difcours'd  awhile,  'mongft  other  matter, 
Of  the  cameleon's  form  and  nature. 
"  A  ftrangcr  animal,"  cries  one, 
"  Sure  never  liv'cl  beneath  the  fun : 
"  A  lizard's  body,  lean  and  long, 
"  A  fifli's  head,  a  ferpent's  tongue, 
"  Its  tooth  with  triple  claw  disjoin'd ; 

And  what  a  length  of  tail  behind! 
"  How  flow  its  pace !  and  then  its  hue — 
44  Who  ever  faw  ib  fine  a  blue:" 

« Hold  there,'  the  other  quick  replies, 
«  'Tis  green— 1  faw  it  with  thefe  eyes, 

*  As  late  with  open  mouth  it  lay, 

'  And  warm'd  it  in  the  funny  ray; 

«  Stretch'd  at  his  eafe  the  beaft  I  view'd, 

*  And  faw  it  eat  the  air  for  food.' 

"  I've  feen  it,  (ir,  as  well  as  you, 
«'  And  mull:  again  affirm  it  blue ; 
"  At  leifure  I  the  beaft  furvey'd, 
"  Extended  in  the  cooling  (hade." 
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4  Tis  green,  'tis  green,  fir,  I  allure  ye;' — 
"  Green  !"  cries  the  other  in  a  fury — 
"  Why,  fir,  d'ye  think  I've  loft  my  eyes?" 
'  'Twere  no  great  lofs,'  the  friend  replies, 
'  For  if  they  always  lerve  you  thus, 
*  You'll  find  them  but  of  little  ufe." 

So  high  at  laft  the  conteft  rofe, 
From  words  they  almoft  came  to  blows  5 
When  luckily  came  by  a  third— 
To  him  the  queftion  they  referr'd; 
And  begg'd  he'd  tell  'em  if  he  knew, 
Whether  the  tiling  was  green  or  blue. 

"  Sirs,"  cries  the  umpire,  "  ceafe  your  pother— 
"  The  creature's  neither  one  nor  t'other. 
"  I  caught  the  animal  laft  night, 
"  And  view'd  it  o'er  by  candlelight; 
"  I  mark'd  it  well— 'twas  black  as  jet—' 
"  You  ftare— but,  firs,  I've  got  it  yet, 

**  And  can  produce  it."  «  Pray,  fir,  do; 

"  I'll  lay  my  life  the  thing  is  blue."  ' 

1  And  I'll  be  fworn,  that  when  you've  feen 

'  The  reptile,  you'll  pronounce  him  green.' 

"  Well,  then,  at  once  to  eafe  the  doubt," 
Replies  the  man,  "I'll  turn  him  out; 
"  And  when  before  your  eyes  I've  fet  him, 
"  If  you  don't  find  him  black,  I'll  eat  him :" 
lie  faid:  then  full  before  their  fight 
IVoduc'd  the  beaft;  andlo!  'twas  white. 

Dodsley's  Collection,  vol.  v. 

LYING. 

VlENDACULUS  was  a  youth  of  good  parts, 
nd  of  amiable  difpofitions;  but  by  keeping  bad 
^mpany,  he  had  contracted,  in  an  extreme  degree, 
ie  odious  practice  of  lying.  His  word  was  fcarcely 
'er  believed  by  his  friends  j  and  he  was  often  fas- 
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pe&ed  of  faults,  becaufe  he  denied  the  commiliion  of 
them ;  and  punifhed  for  offences,  of  which  he  was 
convi&ed  only  by  his  affertions  of  innocence.  The 
experience  of  every  day  manifefted  the  difadvantages 
which  he  fuffered  from  the  habitual  violation  of  truth. 
He  had  a  garden  (locked  with  the  choicefl:  flowers, 
and  the  cultivation  of  it  was  his  favourite  amufement. 
It  happened  that  the  cattle  of  the  adjoining  pafture 
had  broken  down  the  fence,  and  he  found  them 
trampling  upon  and  deflroying  a  bed  of  auriculas. 
He  could  not  drive  thofe  ravagers  away,  without, 
endangering  the  Hill  more  valuable  productions  of  the 
next  parterre ;  and  he  haftened  to  requefb  the  affift- 
ance  of  the  gardener.  "  You  intend  to  make  a  fool 
of  me,"  faid  the  man,  who  refufed  to  go,  as  he  gave 
no  credit  to  the  relation  of  Mendaculus. 

One  frofly  day,  his  father  had  the  misfortune  t 
be  thrown  from  his  horfe,  and  to  fra&ure  his  thigh. 
Mendaculus  was  prefent,  and  was  deeply  affe&ed 
by  the  accident,  but  had  not  ftrength  to  afford  the 
neceffary  help.  He  was  therefore  obliged  to  leave 
him,  in  this  painful  condition,  on  the  ground,  which 
was  at  that  time  covered  with  mow ;  and,  with  all 
the  expedition  in  his  power,  he  rode  to  Manchefter 
to  folicit  the  aid  of  the  firft  benevolent  perfon  he 
{hould  meet  with.  His  character  as  a  liar  was  ge- 
nerally known ;  few  to  whom  he  applied  paid  atten- 
tion to  his  ftory,  and  no  one  believed  it.  After 
lofin^  much  time  in  fruitlefs  entreaties,  he  returned 
with  a  iorrowf  ul  heart,  and  with  his  eyes  bathed  m 
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tears,  to  the  place  where  the  accident  happened. 
But  his  father  was  removed  from  thence;  a  coach 
fortunately  pafTed  that  way ;  he  was  taken  into  it, 
and  conveyed  to  his  own  houfe,  whither  Mendaculus 
foon  followed  him. 

A  luftyboy,  of  whom  Mendaculus  had  told  fome 
falfehoods,  often  way-laid  him  as  he  went  to  fchool, 
and  beat  him  with  great  feverity.  Confcious  of  his 
ill  defert,  Mendaculus  bore  for  fome  time  in  filence 
this  chafliifement;  but  the  frequent  repetition  of  it 
at  Jaft  overpowered  his  refolution,  and  he  complained 
to  his  father  of  the  ufage  which  he  met  with.  His 
father,  though  dubious  of  the  truth  of  his  account, 
applied  to  the  parents  of  the  boy  who  abufed  him. 
But  lie  could  obtain  no  redrefs  from  them,  and  only 
received  the  following  painful  anfwer:  "  Your  fon 
is  a  notorious  liar,  and  we  pay  no  regard  to  his  affer- 
tions."  Mendaculus-  was  therefore  obliged  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  wonted  correction,  till  full  fatisfaction  had 
been  taken  by  his  antagonifl  for  the  injury  which 
he  had  fuftained. 

Such  were  the  evils  in  which  this  unfortunate 
youth  almoll  daily  involved  himfelf,  by  the  habit  of 
ying.  He  was  fenfible  of  his  mifconducl,  and  began 
:o  reflect  upon  it  with  ferioufnefs  and  contrition. 
Resolutions  of  amendment  fucceeded  to  penitence:  he 
fet  a  guard  upou  his  words  ;  fpoke  little,  and  always 
with  caution  and  refcrve;  and  he  foon  found,  by 
weet  experience,  that  truth  is  more  eafy  and  natural 
than  falfehood.    By  degrees  the  love  of  it  became 
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predominant  in  his  mind;  and  fo  facred  at  length 
did  he  hold  veracity  to  be,  that  he  fcrupled  even  the 
lead  jocular  violation  of  it.  This  happy  change  re- 
ftored  him  to  the  efleem  of  his  friends,  the  confidence 
of  the  public,  and  the  peace  of  his  own  confcience. 

VIGILANT  OBSERVATION. 

Be  attentive,  my  dear  Alexis,  to  every  event  which 
occurs,  and  to  all  the  objefts  which  furround  you! 
Suffer  nothing  to  efcape  your  notice!  The  minuteft 
fubftance,  or  the  mod  trivial  incident,  may  furnifh 
important  knowledge,  or  be  applied  to  fome  ufeful 
purpofe.  I  have  heard'  that  the  great  law  of  gra- 
vitation, by  which  the  whole  fyftem  of  the  univerfe 
is  governed,  was  firft  fuggefted  to  the  mind  of  Sir] 
Ifaac  Newton  by  the  accidental  fall  of  an  apple, 
which  he  obferved  on  a  very  ftill  day  in  a  garden. 
Archimedes,  a  Sicilian  philofopher,  who  flourifhed 
about  two  centuries  before  Christ,  happened 'to 
remark,  whilfl  he  was  bathing,  that  the  bulk  of  the 
water  was  increafed,  in  a  certain  proportion,  by  his 
immerfion  in  it.  A  fortunate  train  of  ideas  inftantly 
arofe  in  his  mind;  he  faw  at  one  view  the  method 
of  afcertaining  the  fpecific  gravities  of  bodies,  that 
is,  how  much  they  are  lighter  or  heavier  than  others 
of  a  different  kind;  and  he  perceived  he  fliould  now 
be  able  to  deteft  the  fraud  of  an  artift,  who  had 
mixed  bafe  metal  with  the  gold  of  King  Hiero's 
crown.    So  overjoyed  was  -he  at  this  difcovery,  that, 
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it  is  faid,  he  ran  naked  out  of  the  bath  into  the 
(beets  of  Syracufe,  crying  out,  "  I  have  found  it! 
"  I  have  found  it  1"  The  hydroftatical  balance  is 
framed  on  the  theorem  of  Archimedes,  "  that  a 
"  body  heavier  than  water  weighs  lefs  in  water  than 
"  in  air,  by  the  weight  of  as  much  water  as  is  equal 
"  to  it  in  bulk."  And  this  inflrument  is  employed 
to  eftimate  the  purity  of  metals,  the  richnefs  of  ores, 
and  the  relation  which  a  variety  of  fubftances  bear 
to  each  other. 

Dr.  Franklin,  when  he  was  on  board  the  fleet  of 
fliips  bound  againft  Louifburgh  in  1757,  happened 
to  obferve  that  the  wakes  of  two  of  the  veffels  were 
remarkably  fmooth,  whilft  thofe  of  all  the  reft  were 
ruffled  by  the  wind,  which  then  blew*  frefh.  He  was 
puzzled  with  the  appearance,  and1  pointing  it  out  to 
the  captain  of  his  (hip,  afked  him  the  caufe  of  it. 
"  The  cooks,"  faid  he,  "  have  probably  been  pour- 
'  '  ing  out  their  greafy  water."  Though  this  folution 
by  no  means  fatisfied  the  philofopher,  he  determined 
to  take  the  firft  opportunity  of  trying  the  effeft  of 
oil  on  water ;  and  you  are  well  acquainted  with  the 
fuccefs  of  his  curious  and  very  ufeful  experiments  on 
this  fubjecl:. 

We  are  informed  by  Mr.  Boyle,  that  Harvey  had 
the  firft  glimpfe'of  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  from 
a  view  of  the  valves  of  the  veins,  as  they  were  ex- 
hibited  by  Fabricius,  the  anatomift,  to  his  pupils.— 
The  invention  of  mezzotintos  is  faid  to  have  taken 
nfe  from  the  obfervanceof  regular  figures  on  a  nifty 
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gun-barrel. — Geoffroy  relates  that  the  virtues  of  the 
Peruvian  bark  were  difcovered  by  an  Indian,  who  in 
the  hot  fit  of  an  intermittent  drank  largely  of  the 
water  of  a  pool,  into  which  fome  of  thofe  trees  that 
yeild  it  had  fallen. — But  I  {hall  repeat  no  farther 
inftances  of  this  kind,  till  I  can  add  to  the  number 
fome  valuable  acquifition  of  yours;  the  happy  fruit, 
my  dear  Alexis,  of  your  fagacity  and  attention. 

MAXIMS. 

SWEARING  is  a  proof  of  courage;  becaufe  it 
fhe\vs  that  we  neither  fear  the  difapprobation  of  wife 
men,  nor  the  difpleafure  of  G'od. 

To  unite  inconfiftencies  difplays  a  great  genius. 
Be  therefore  a  rake .  in  appearance,  though  a  wife 
man  in  reality. 

Men  of  wit,  of  fpirit,  and  of  genius,  often  diflin- 
guifli  themfelves  by  profufion,  imprudence,  and 
.  licentioufne-fs.  May  we  not  hence  prefume  that 
ceconomy,  good  fenfe,  and  felf-government,  are  cha- 
racteriftics  of  dullnefs  and  incapacity? 

Do  you  aim  at  refinement  or  delicacy?  Cultivate 
a  quick  and  lively  perception  of  whatever  is  inde- 
licate: for  it  is  the  opinion  of  a  great  wit,  that  the 
niceft  people  have  the  naftieft  ideas. 

Romances  infpire  modefty  :  for  they  multiply  thofe 
aflbciations  of  ideas  which,  whenever  they  recur,  ex- 
cite the  funpering  leer,  and  confeious  blufh.  Whereas 
fimplicity,  through  ignorance,  is  generally  a  ftranger 
to  confufion. 
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Bis  dai  qui  cito  dat;  that  is,  he  who  has  the  folly  to 
give  once  readily,  will  foon  be  folicited  a  fecond  time. 

Superiority  over  others  is  of  little  value,  unlefs  it 
be  feen  and  acknowledged:  and  how  (lull  it  be  feen 
and  acknowledged,  if  you  be  not  forward,  on  all  oc- 
cafions,  to  difplay  it  ? 

Loud  laughter  exprefles  mirth ;  and  the  proverb, 
be  merry  and  wife  makes  mirth  antecedent  to  wifdom. 

Be  the  firft  to  laugh  at  your  own  jokes :  for  how 
can  others  difcern  the  wit  of  them,  if  you  do  not 
yourfelf  ? 

Liberty  and  health  are  but  fictitious  blelllngs; 
for  they  are  unfelt  whilfl  pofTeffed,  and  prized  only 
when  loft. 

It  is  the  part  of  wifdom  to  put  the  befl:  face  on 
every  thing.  If  you  be  reproached,  therefore,  with 
obflinacy,  call  it  fteadinefs;  if  with  forwardnefs,  call 
it  manly  confidence ;  if  with  ba{hfu!nefs,"call  it  rao- 
defty;  if  with  cowardice,  call  it  caution:  for  every 
vice  has  its  correfpondent  virtue ;  and  by  difclaiming 
the  vice,  and  afluming  the  virtue,  you  will  deceive 
others  j  and  what  is  of  more  importance,  in  due  time 
you  may  deceive  yourfelf. 

The  mod  diftinguifhed  fociety  of  philofophers  in 
Europe  have  adopted,  as  their  rule  of  conduct,  null'ns 
in  verba  jurare  magiflri.  If  you  afpire  to  ph;- 
lofophy,  therefore,  defpife  authority,  and  be  wife  in 
your  own  conceit. 

Solomon  Irony. 
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INDIAN  GRATITUDE;  EUROPEAN  INJUSTICE. 

"  An  American  Indian  was  betrayed  on  board  a 
fliip,  and  fold  as  a  Have.    No  cruelties  could  tame 
the  high-fpirited  favage  to  labour;  he  refufed  fufte- 
nance,  and  attempted  to  kill  himfelf.    Another  ihip- 
mafter,  (truck  with  his  diftrefs,  bought  him  for  a 
trifle,  and  carried  him  back,  to  Canada.    The  joy, 
which  (lamed  in  his  eye  on  approaching  his  native 
(liore,  was  checked  by  gratitude  to  his  deliverer. 
He  {"warn  back  to  the  (hip — he  was  landed  again 
with  prefents — he  left  the  prefents,  and  fwam  back 
to  his  benefa&or,  with  the  generous  emotions  of  a 
mind  which  had  ftrongly  felt  misfortunes,  but  more 
ftrongly  the  attachment  to  its  deliverer.    "  I  knew 
"  no  farrow,"  faid  he,  "  till  I  was  betrayed,  in- 
"  fulted,  and  whipped.    I  will  return  to  my  nation, 
*'  for  they  will  give  me  my  hatchet.    Though  I  had 
"  no  prefents  to  give,  you  gave  me  freedom;  and': 
"  now  load  me  with  prefents.    My  eyes  never  (lied 
"  tears  before.    Promife  but  to  remember  me,  and 
te  to  return  after  twelve  moons,  and  I  will  give  you 
"  many  furs,  and  lay  the  fcalps  of  my  fierceft  end 
ce  mies  at  your  feet."    When  he  had  thus  given 
language  to  his  heart,  he  walked  oiF  in  nlence. 
There  is  a  grcatnefs  in  this  Savage's  feelings,  which 
could  be  equalled  only  by  the  liberality  of  the  man 
■who  defer ved  them.* 

*  Bi life's  Elements  of  Ethics,  p.  tir. 
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May  not  thoufands  of  fufFering  Negroes,  in  our 
Weft-Indian  colonies,  polTefs  the  feeds  of  fimilar 
virtue,  choked  only  in  their  growth  by  depreffing 
lervitude?    What  a  compound  aggregate  of  evil, 
beyond  all  eftimate,  does  the  practice  of  flavery  pre- 
fent  to  our  view,  when  we  contemplate  the  moral 
and  intellectual  excellence  which  it  has  probably  pre- 
vented; and  the  depravity,  ignorance,  and  mifery, 
it  has  actually  produced.    In  the  zenith  of  Roman 
power,  it  has  been  computed,  that  two-thirds  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  empire  were  in  a  Mate  of  bondage. 
But  the  benevolent  religion  of  Christ,  which  ex- 
alts the  dignity,  and  eftablifb.es  the,  equal  rights  of 
all  mankind,  as  the  offspring  of  God,  and  joint  heirs 
of  immortality,  has  gradually  accomplished  univerfal 
freedom  in  this  quarter  of  the  globe.    And  I  truft 
the  sera  is  approaching,  when  the  benign  influence  of 
evangelical  charity  will  be  extended  to  the  fons  of 
Africa,  now  forcibly  carried  from  their  native  land, 
configned  to  perpetual  drudgery,  and  debarred  of  all 
the  endearing  connections  of  focial  life,  which  are  at 
once  the  incitements  to  and  rewards  of  virtue.  In 
perufing  the  Marquis  de  Condorcet's  life  of  M. 
Turgot,  late  comptroller  of  the  finances  in  France,  I 
have  been  much  pleafed  to  find,  that  it  was  one  object 
of  his  adminiftration  to  abolifli  the  infamous  traffic  in 
the  human  fpecies.    M.  Necker  alfo,  who  fucceeded 
to  the  fame  department,  fpeaks  of  this  commerce  with 
execration.    But,  he  obferves,  the  neceffity  of  fup- 
porting  lovereign  power  has  its  peculiar  laws;  and 
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the  wealth  of  nations  is  one  of  the  foundations  of 
this  power.  Yet  would  it,  fays  he,  be  a  chimerical 
project,  to  propofe  a  general  compact,  by  which  all 
the  European  nations  fhould  agree  to  abandon  the 
traffic  of  African  flaves?  I  fhould  cordially  rejoice  to 
fee  fo  honourable  a  compacl:  in  favour  of  juftice, 
humanity,  and  freedom.  Yet  I  believe  it  may  be 
proved  that  the  wealth  of  nations,  and  confequently 
the  fovereign  power,  Mains  a  real  injury  from  this 
opprobrious  branch  of  commerce;  and  that  the 
African  trade  is  a  lottery,  with  a  few  great  and 
tempting  prizes,  and  many  blanks.  But  it  is  block- 
ing to  a  juft  and  generous  mind  to  calculate  the  profit 
or  lofs,  either  in  a  political  or  mercantile  view,  of 
human  bondage,  degeneracy,  and  wretchednefs. 

Life  and  liberty,  with  the  powers  and  enjoy- 
ments dependent  on  them,  are  the  common  and  una- 
lienable gifts  of  bounteous  heaven.    To  feize  them 
by  force,  is  rapine:  to  exchange  for  them  the  wares 
of  Manchefter  or  of  Birmingham,  is  improbity:  for 
it  is  to  barter  without  reciprocal  gain;  to  give  the 
Jiones  of  the  brook  for  the  gold  of  Opbir.    "  Every 
*'  iale,"  fays  Sir  William  Blackftone, implies  a 
"  price,  an  equivalent  in  lieu  of  what  is  transferred. 
"  But  what  equivalent  can  be  given  for  life  and 
"  liberty  ?  The  civilians  may  plead,  that  flavery  re- 
"  fults  from  captivity  in  war:  for  the  conqueror, 
*c  by  fparing  the  life  of  his  captive,  feems  to  acquire 
the  right  to  difpofe  of  him  at  pleafure.    But  no 
"  man  has  a  right  to  kill  his  enemy,  except  in  cafes 
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of  abfolute  neceffity  for  felf-defence ;  and  it  is 
obvious  that  fuch  neceffity  cannot  fubfift  where 
the  victor  has  overcome  and  captured  his  enemy. 
War  is  only  jufl:  fiable  on  principles  of  felf-prefer- 
vationj  and  therefore  it  gives  no  ether  right  over 
prifoners,  but  merely  to  difable  them  from  doing 
harm,  by  the  confinement  of  their  perfons  :  much 
lefs  can  it  give  a  right  to  kill,  torture,  plunder,  or 
even  to  enflave  an  enemy,  when  the  war  is  over."* 

THE  AFRICAN. 

WIDE  over  the  tremulous  fea 

The  moon  fpreaa  hei  mantle  of  light, 
And  the  gale,  gently  dying  away, 

Breath'd  foft  on  the  bofom  of  night. 

On  the  forec^ftle  Maratan  flood, 

And  pour'd  forth  his  forrowful  tale; 
His  tears  fell  unfeen  in  the  flood, 

His  fighs  pafs'd  unheard  on  the  gale:— 

"  Ah,  wretch!"  in  wild  anguifh,  he  cry'd, 

"  From  country  and  liberty  torn! 
Ah,  Maratan,  would  thou  hadft  died, 

Ere  o'er  the  fait  waves  thou  wert  borne. 

Through  the  groves  of  Angola  I  ftray'd, 
Love  and  hope  made  my  bofom  their  home  ; 

There  I  talk'd  with  my  favourite  maid, 
Nor  dreamt  of  the  forrow  to  come. 

From  the  thicket  the  man-hunter  fprung, 

My  cries  echo'd  loud  through  the  air  ; 
There  were  fury  and  wrath  on  his  tongue, 

He  was  deaf  to  the  voice  of  defpair. 

*  Blackftone'axCommentarics,  book  i.  cap.  14. 
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Accurs'd  be  the  mercilefs  band", 

That  his  love  could  from  Maratan  tear ; 
And  blafled  this  impotent  hand, 

That  was  fever'd  from  all  I  held  dear. 

Flow,  ye  tears — down  my  cheeks  ever  flow — 

Still  let  fleep  from  my  eye-lids  depart, 
And  flill  may  the  arrows  of  woe 

Drink  deep  of  the  ftream  of  my  heart. 

But  hark!  o'er  the  filence  of  night 

My  Adila's  accents  I  hear; 
And  mournful,  beneath  the  wan  light, 

I  fee  her  lov'd  image  appear. 

Slow  o'er  the  fmooth  ocean  fhe  glides, 

As  the  mill  that  hangs  light  on  the  wave ; 
And  fondly  her  lover  fhe  chides, 

Who  lingers  fo  long  from  his  grave. 

"Oh,  Maratan!  hafle  thee,"  fhe  cries, 

"  Here  the  reign  of  oppreffion  is  o'er  j 
•*  The  tyrant  is  robb'd  of  his  prize, 

"  And  Adila  forrows  no  more." 

Now  finking  aniidfl  the  dim  ray, 

Her  form  feems  to  fade  on  my  view: 
Oh!  flay  thee— my  Adila,  flay! — 

She  beckons,  and  I  mufl  purfue. 

To-morrow  the  white  man,  in  vain, 

Shall  proudly  account  me  his  flave: 
My  fhackles  I  plunge  in  the  main, 

And  rufh  to  the  realms  of  the  brave  !"  Anonymous^ 


AN  EASTERN  ALLEGORY* 
ORAD,  one  of  the  expounders  of  the  law  of 


of  health  at  Bagdafj  to  Sclima,  partner  of  his  days| 
and  to  Abdallah,  Amafiah,  Imarett,  Marat,  Mirzal 


the  holy  prophet 


unto  Selim,  chief  meftenger 


*  Sent  to  the  author  by  a  much-refpe&ed 'friend,  in  the  year  j-8i.' 
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md  the  reft  of  their  fons  and  daughters,  wiflieth 
)rofperity  and  happ-inefs. 

O  thou,  whofe  office  it  is  to  direct  the  Tick  to  heal- 
ng  medicines,  to  raife  the  languid  from  his  couch,  to 
eftore  bloom  to  the  fading  cheek,  and  vigour  to  the 
embling  limb!  I  have  feen,  with  heart-felt  joy,  thy 
I  umerous  offspring  rifing,  like  the  goodly  plants  on 
e  fpicy  mountains,  in  faireft  order  above  each  other, 
d  laden  with  bloffoms  beautiful  to  the  eye,  and 
ragrant  to  the  fmell.    Thy  firft-born  Abdallah  have 
feen  fpringing  up,  like  the  cedar  of  Carmel,  before 
arrives  at  its  full  ftature,  and  promifing  one  day  to 
ecome  the  glory  of  the  foreft.    O,  Abdallah,  fon  of 
elim,  difappoint  not  then  the  hopes  of  thy  father, 
ad  the  tender  wifties  of  thy  mother ;  for  thou  art 
aeir  Jr/l-born,  and  art  to  lead  thy  brethren  and  fillers 
the  path  of  wifdom. 

Selim,  minifter  of  health,  to  thee  the  bleflmgs  of 
Utah  have  been  multiplied.    I  rejoice  in  thy  felicity; 
anticipate  with  thee  the  future  honours  of  the 
oiable  plants  which  furround  thy  table:  I  look  for* 
ard  to  the  flight  of  years,  and  behold  thy  daughters 
uning  forth  from  thy  hpufe,  like  the  full-fledged 
mng  from  the  nefts  on  the  cliffs  of  Hermon,  and 
gearing  diftinguifhed  amongft  the  daughters  of  the 
ill  for  wifdom,  and  for  thofe  ornaments,  which  are 
the  fight  of  God  and  man  of  greateft  price.  To 
m  Morad  wiflieth  every  Welling,  and  admoniftieth 
m  to  attend  to  their  father's  counfels,  and. their 
ther's  prayers.    Lovely  in  the  fight  of  God,  and 
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of  the  Holy  Prophet,  are  thefe  tender  female  minds, 
ripening  in  knowledge  and  in  goodnefs,  as  the  lily  in 
whitenefs,  and  as  the  rofe  in  fragrance.  Thefe,  0 
daughters  of  Selim  and  Selima,  are  the  fairefl  orna- 
ments of  the  human  mind.  But  this  is  an  age  of 
vanity ;  and  many  of  the  daughters  of  the  Eaft,  led 
away  by  folly,  feem  to  place  their  fupreme  delight  in 
the  richnefs  of  their  veft,  in  the  perfumes  with  which 
they  anoint  their  hair,  or  in  the  meretricious  adorn- 
ings  of  their  perfon.  To  fuch  as  thefe,  Morad,  ex- 
pounder  of  the  law,  would  gladly  declare  the  will  of" 
Allah ;  but  they  will  not  regard  him.  They  have 
liftened  to  the  voice  of  the  deluding  charmer:  they 
love  to  revel  in  the  gardens  of  pleafure:  they  a: 
wild  as  the  roe  of  the  defert,  but  their  minds  a 
empty  of  real  worth ;  they  are  empty  as  the  cymbal. 
They  are  like  the  trumpet,  which  founds  with  ftrengt' 
and  loudnefs,  but  has  no  inward  treafure.  Daughters 
of  Selim,  be  it  your  ambition  to  referable  that  born  o 
plenty,  which,  crowned  with  no  vain  embelliihment 
is  within  full  of  nobleft  riches. 

To  Selim,  and  to  Selima,  Morad  wilheth  increa- 
fing  profperity  and  happinefs.  He  not  only  wijheth, 
but  even  ventureth  to  affume  the  voice  of  a  prophet,  • 
and  to  foretel  future  honour  and  joy.  For  lately, 
as  he  was  ruminating  in  fecret,  and  lifting  up  his 
prayer  to  the  Holy  Prophet,  a  deep  fleep  fell  upon 
his  eye-lids,  the  vifions  of  the  night  prefented  them- 
felves  before  him.,  and  the  page  of  futurity  was 
opened.    I  Morad  faw  a  river  flowing  at  my  feet> 
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on  the  green  banks  of  which  I  walked  with  peculiar 
delight.  I  drank  of  the  waters  of  the  river,  and 
they  were  pleafant  to  my  tafte,  and  refrefhing  to  my 
■foul.  I  faid  to  myfelf,  "  Thefe  waters  are  fweet  to 
"  my  tafte,  and  this  profpeft  is  amiable  to  my  eye. 
"  Flow  on,  clear  ftreams,  and  enrich  the  country 
:t  through  which  you  pafs  to  the  utmoft  boundaries 
'  of  time."    Carting  my  eye  forwards,  I  faw  this 

iver  branching  out  into  feveral  ftreams.  Of  thefe 
[  counted  eight  diftinttly.  Two  fmaller  rivulets,  after 
unning  a  while  in  a  gentle  current,  appeared  to  end 
heir  courfe,  and  to  return  to  their  parent  waters. 

traced  thefe  feveral  ftreams,  and  found  them  all  to 
-refrrve  the  nature  and  beauty  of  the  river  from 
.  hence  they  proceeded.  Few  waters  have  appeared 
J  my  eye  fo  pleafant.  Their  banks  were  verdant, 
nd  covered  with  a  multitude  of  trees,  bearing  blot 
>ms,  which  feemed  to  promife  the  mod  delicious 
uit.  Rifmg  to  a  little  fummit,  methought  I  faw 
lefe  eight  ftreams  again  branching  out  into  others, 
id  then  again  into  others,  like  the  ramifications  of 
tree,  till  at  length  my  vifion  could  extend  no  fur- 
aer,  but  was  loft  in  obfcurity. 

Whilft  I  was  meditating  on  this  fcene,  the  angel 
'  paradife  ftood  before  me.  "  Morad,"  faid  he  to 
ft  "  the  Prophet  has  thus  figni  led  to  thee  the  events 

of  futurity.  The  ftreams  of  time  lhall  all  meet  in 
I  the  ocean  of  eternity.  There  the  parent  river,  with 
all  its  branching  waters,  (hall  flow  together  into  one 
aggregate  of  waters,  and  be  united  for  ever." 
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When  the  angel  had  uttered  thefe  words,  he  fpread 
his  wings  for  flight,  the  milling  of  which  awoke  me 
from  my  flumbers— and  behold  k  was  a  dream! 

FAMILY  LOVE  AND  HARMONY. 

I  Will  amufe  you  with  a  little  experiment,  faid 
Sophron,  one  evening,  to  Lucy,  Emilia,  Alexis,  and 
Jacobus;  and  rifmg  from  the  table,  he  took  the 
candles,  and  held  them  about  half  an  inch  afunder, 
oppofite  to  a  medallion  of  Dr.  Franklin,*  and  about 
two  yards  diftant  from  it.    The  motto  round  the 

figure,  UNHURT  AMIDST  THE  WAR  OF  ELEMENTS, 

was  jufl  diftinftly  vifible.  When  the  degree  of  light 
had  been  fufficiently  obferved,  he  united  the  flames  of 
the  two  candles,  by  putting  them  clofe  together;  aril 
the  whole  figure,  with  the  infeription,  became  iix 
flantly  illuminated,  in  a  much  ilronger  manner  than 
before.  They  were  all  pleafed  and  (truck  with  the 
effeft;  and  they  defired  Euphronius,  who  now  en- 
tered the  parlour,  to  explain  to  them  the  caufe  of  it. 
He  commended  their  entertainment,  and  informed 
them,  that  a  greater  degree  of  beat  is  produced  by 
the  jun&ion  of  the  two  flames,  and  confequently  a 
farther  attenuation,  and  more  copious  emiffion  of  the 
particles,  of  which  light  confifts.  But,  my  dear 
children,  continued  he,  attend  to  the  leffon  of  virtue, 

*  Made  by  the  author's  very  ingenious  friends  Meflrs.Wedgwood 
and  Bentky,  whofe  improvements  in  die  line  arts  do  honour  to 
this  age  and  nation. 
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as  well  as  of fcience,  which  the  experiment  you  have 
feen  affords.  Nature  has  implanted  in  your  hearts 
benevolence,  friendfhip,  gratitude,  humanity,  and 
generofity;  and  thefe  focial  affections  are,  feparately, 
lhining  lights  in  the  world.  But  they  burn  with  pe- 
culiar warmth  and  luftre,  when  more  concentred  in 
the  kindred  charities  of  brother,  filler,  child,  and 
parent.  And  harmony,  peace,  fympathy  in  joy  and 
grief,  mutual  good  offices,  forgivenefs,  and  forbear- 
ance, are  the  bright  emanations  of  domeftic  love. 
Oh!  may  the  radiance  of  fuch  virtues  long  illuminate 
this  happy  houfehold ! 
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PART  THE  SECOND. 
■<:«o»^— 


JOD  MUNUS  REIPUBLICJE  AFFERRE  MAJUS  MELIUSVE  POSSU- 
MVS,  QUAM  SI  DOCEMUS  ATQUE  ERUDIMUS  JUVENTUTEM? 

CICERO, 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE  Injlruclions  of  a  Father  to  his  Children 
have  been  received  with  candour  and  indulgence  by  the 
Public;  and  the  Author  fubmits,  without  reluclance, 
the  Continuation  of  his  Work  to  the  fame  impartial 
tribunal.  Paternal  affeclion  firfl  fuggefled  the  plan;) 
experience  hath  evinced  its  utility;  and  both  confpire 
to  encourage  the  profecution  of  it. 

This  volume,  like  the  former,  is  adapted  to  very 
different  ages  and  occqfions.  The  moral  Tales  and 
Refcclions  it  contains,  are  addrcjfed  to  the  hearts  ar, 
under/landings  of  a  numerous  young  family ;  for  ivhofe 
future  as  well  as  prefent  improvement  they  have  been 
compofed. 
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MY  PEAR  CHILDREN, 

HROUGH  the  indulgence  of  a  kind  Provi- 


dence, I  am  again  permitted  to  dedicate  the 
effulions  of  a  tender  heart  to  your  improvement; 
and  I  am  perfuaded  that  you  will  receive  them  with 
pleafure  and  refpeft,  as  the  counfels  of  a  faithful 
friend,  and  affe&ionate  father.  Harlh  reproof  and 
ftern  authority  you  have  never  experienced.  Love 
has  been  the  motive,  and  reafon,  lince  you  were 
capable  of  being  governed  by  it,  the  rule,  of  your 
obedience:  and  each  revolving  year  has  added  to 
your  virtues  and  to  my  felicity.  Soon,  however,  the 
connexion  in  which  we  now  rejoice  will  be  dhTolved. 
The  frequent  interruptions  of  my  health,  and  the 
natural  delicacy  of  my  conftitution,  warn  me  of  the 
precarious  tenure  on  which  I  hold  the  deareft  blef- 
fings  of  life;  and  heighten  my  attachment  to  you, 


and  to  my  friends,  whilfl  they  render  me  indifferent 


&c. 
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to  almofl  every  other  enjoyment.  It  is  our  wifdom, 
therefore,  and  I  truft  it  is  our  mutual  wifh,  to  im- 
prove the  fleeting  period  of  our  union;  to  cherifli 
the  generous  fympathies  which  the  filial  and  paternal 
relations  infpire;  and  to  difcharge  our  reciprocal 
duties  with  afliduity,  delight,  and  perfeverance. 

In  thefe  pages  I  fhall  continue  to  addrefs  you  with 
a  father's  fond  folicitude,  when  my  tongue  hath  loft 
its  utterance,  and  my  heart  hath  ceafed  to  feel  Nor 
will  you  be  deaf  to  my  inftrudtions,  though  the  voice 
be  heard  no  more  which  once  delivered  them.  With 
pious  tendernefs  you  will  recollect  the  love  from  which 
they  flowed,  and  gratitude  will  confer  on  them  a  value 
far  beyond  their  humble  claim  of  merit. 

Such  are  the  pleafing  expectations  I  have  formed, 
and  which  your  amiable  difpofitions  and  afFectionate 
behaviour  fully  j  unify.  Oh,  may  no  clouds  arife  to 
pbfcure  the  brightnefs  of  the  profpect  now  before 
me!  May  wifdom  and  virtue  more  and  more  illu- 
minate your  path!  And,  at  the  clofe  of  life,  may  it 
be  my  honour  and  felicity  to  have  fupported .  the 
endearing  character  of  your  guardian,  friend,  and 
father!  Adieu. 

Manchester,  January  I,  1277; 


A 
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THE  TRUE  ENJOYMENTS  OF  LIFE. 

1S/LaY  he  furvive  his  relatives  and  friends  !  was  the 
imprecation  of  a  Roman,  on  the  perfon  who  ftiould 
deftroy  the  monument  of  his  anceftors.*  A  more 
dreadful  curfe  could  fcarcely  be  denounced.  I  re- 
member to  have  feen  it  fomewhere  recorded,  that  an 
emperor  of  China,  on  his  acceffion  to  the  throne, 
commanded  a  general  releafe  from  the  prifons  of  all 
that  were  confined  for  debt.  Amongfl  the  number 
was  an  old  man,  who  had  been  an  early  v;£tim  to 
adverfity;  and  whofe  days  of  imprifonment,  reckoned 
by  the  notches  which  he  had  cut  on  the  door  of  his 
gloomy  cell,  expreffed  the  annual  revolution  of  more 
than  fifty  funs.  With  faltering  Heps,  he  departed 
from  his  manfion  of  forrow ;  his  eyes  were  dazzled 
with  the  fplendour  of  light;  and  the  face  of  nature 

*  "  QuiSC^UIS  HOC  SuSTULERIT, 
"  AUT  JuSSERIT, 

"  Ultimus  Suorum  Moriatur." 

Fleetwood.Infcript.  Antiq.  p.  22 1, 
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prefented  to  his  view  a  perfeft  paradife.  The  jail  in 
which  he  had  been  imprifoned  was  at  fome  diftance 
from  Pekin;  and  he  directed  his  courfe  to  that  city, 
impatient  to  enjoy  the  gratulations  of  his  wife,  his 
childn  n,  and  his  friends. 

With  difficulty  he  found  his  way  to  the  flreet  in 
which  formerly  Mood  his  decent  habitation;  and  his 
heart  became  more  and  more  elated  at  every  flep 
which  he  advanced.    He  proceeded,  and  looked  with 
earneftnefs  around;  but  faw  few  of  thofe  objects 
with  which  he  was  formerly  converfant.    A  magni- 
ficent edifice  was  erected  on  the  fife  of  the  houfe 
which  he  had  inhabited.    The  dwellings  of  his 
neighbours  had  aflumed  new  forms;  and  he  beheld 
not  a  fingle  face  of  which  he  had  the  leaf!  recollection. 
An  aged  pauper,  who  flood  with  trembling  knees  at 
the  gate  of  a  portico,  from  which  he  had  been  thrufl 
by  the  infolent  menial  who  guarded  it,  ftrUck  his 
attention.  ,  He  flopped  to  give  him  a  pittance  out  of 
the  bounty  with  which  he  had  been  fupplied  by  the 
emperor's  liberality;  and  received  in  return  the  fad 
tidings,  that  his  wife  had  fallen  a  lingering  facrifice 
to  penury  and  forrow;  that  his  children  were  gone 
to  feek  their  fortunes  in  unknown  climes ;  and  that 
the  grave  contained  his  nearer!  and  moft  valuable 
friends.    Overwhelmed  with  anguifli,  he  haftened  to 
the  palace  of  his  fovereign,  into  whofe  prefence  his 
hoary  locks  and  mournful  vifage  foon  obtained  ad- 
mifTion;  and  catling  himfelf  at  the  feet  of  the  em. 
peror,  "  Great  prince,"  he  cried,  "  remaud  me  to 
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"  the  prifon  from  which  miftaken  mercy  hath 
"  delivered  me!  I  have  furvived  my  family  and 
"  friends ;  and  in  the  midft  of  this  populous  city,  I 
"  find  myfelf  in  dreary  fdlitude.  The  cell  of  my 
"  dungeon  protected  me  from  the  gazers  at  my 
<c  wretchednefs;  and  whilft  fecluded  from  fociety,  I 
"  was  lefs  fenfible  of  the  lofs  of  focial  enjoyments. 
"  I  am  now  tortured  with  the  view  of  pleafures,  in. 
"  which  I  cannot  participate;  and  die  with  thirfl, 
"  though  ftreams  of  delight  furround  me." 

If  the  horrors  of  a  dungeon,  my  Alexis,  be  pre- 
ferred to  the  world  at  large,  by  the  man  who  is 
bereft  of  his  kindred  and  friends;  how  highly  fliould 
you  prize,  how  tenderly  fliould  you  love,  and  how 
ftudious  fliould  you  be  to  pleafe  thofe  near  and  dear 
relations,  whom  a  more  indulgent  Providence  has  yet 
preferved  to  you!  Liften  to.  the  affe&ionate  counfels 
of  your  parents ;  treafure  up  their  precepts ;  refpeft 
their  riper  judgment;  and  enjoy,  with  gratitude  and 
delight,  the  advantages  refulting  from  their  fociety. 
Bind  to  your  bofom,  by  the  mod  endearing  ties, 
your  brothers  and  filters ;  cherifli  them  as  your  bed 
companions  through  the  variegated  journey  of  life; 
and  fuffer  no  jealoufies  or  feuds  to  interrupt  the 
harmony  which  now  reigns,  and  I  trull,  will  ever 
reign  in  this  happy  family.  Cultivate  the  friendflijp 
of  your  father's  friends ;  merit  the  approbation  of 
the  wife  and  good ;  qualify  yourfelf,  by  the  acqui-  * 
fition  of  knowledge,  and  the  exercife  of  the  benevo- 
lent affections,  for  the  intercourfe  of  mankind ;  and 
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you  will  at  once  be  an  ornament  to  fociety,  and  derive 
from  it  the  higheft  felicity. 

A  WINTER  EVENING'S  CONVERSATION. 

The  family  of  Euphronius  had  left  their  retire- 
ment at  Hart-Hill,  where 

"  Dead  the  vegetable  kingdom  lay, 
"  And  dumb  the  tuneful."* 

His  firc-fide,  at  Manchefter,  was  furrounded  by  a 
young  and  fouling  circle;  and  the  various  labours 
and  incidents  of  the  day  furniflied  topics  of  amufing 
converfation  for  the  evening.  Each,  in  fucceffton, 
was  the  little  hero  of  his  own  important  tale;  and 
Sophron  clofed  the  entertainment,  by  repeating  the 
Geographical  LefTon  which  he  had  learned,  and  re- 
counting his  travels  over  the  terraqueous  globe. 

All  liftened  with  eager  attention  to  the  wondrous 
narration.  He  told  them  of  the  orange  groves  and 
fpicy  woods  of  W ellern  and  Eaftern  India ;  defcribed 
the  gold  and  filver  mines  of  Peru;  the  rich  diamonds 
of  Brazil,  and  of  Bengal;  and  the  ivory  tuiks  of  the 
elephant,  found  in  the  forefts  of  Africa.  In  artlefs 
colours,  he  painted  the  dreary  regions  and  eternal 
fnows  of  the  Northern  and  Southern  Poles;  and 
when  a  general  chill  had  fe:zed  his  fympathetic 
audience,  he  prefented  to  their  aftonifhed  view  the 
clouds  of  fmoke,  and  torrents  of  liquid  fire  difcharged 

*  Thomfon, 
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;  by  Hecla,  Vefuvius,  and  iEtna.  The  impreflions  of 
■  horror  were  for  a  while  fufpended,  when  he  difplayed 
tthe  vafl  expanfe  of  the  ocean,  unruffled  by  a  breath 

of  wind,  reflecting  every  where  the  azure  Iky,  and 
rcrowded  with  myriads  of  fportive  fifties.  But  a  florin 
llucceeds;  the  fwelling  billows  mount  into  the  hea- 
rkens; the  mattered  bark  is  borne  aloft  on  thefummit 
D3f  a  wave,  and  then  hurled  into  the  gulph  below, 
iwhere  me  is  darned  againft:  a  treacherous  rock,  or 

"wallowed  by  the  horrible  abyfsi 

/  Sopron  proceeded  to  the  hiftory  of .  animated 
nature.  He  piclufed  the  Lion  which  inhabits  the 
turning  deferts  ofZaara;  pointed  out  the  juft  pro- 
portions of  hiis  make,  in  which  ftrength  is  united 
with  agility ;  his  undaunted  look;  and  tremendous 
coar,  refembling  diftant  thunder.  The  peaceable 
Rhinoceros,  that  provokes  not  to  combat,  yet  difdains 
D3  fly,  even  from  the  monarch  of  the  foreft ;  the 

erce  Tiger,  the  favage  and  untameable  Hyena,  and 
be  artful  Crocodile,  were  each  defcribed.  Nor  did 
He  forget  the  Camel,  patient  of  hunger  and  third; 

ie  monftrous  Hippopotamos,  found  in  the  rivers 
Nile  and  Niger;  and  the  Ouran-Outang,  fo  near  in 
b  approaches  to  the  human  form.    The  fcaly  tribe 

:  fifties  he  barely  noticed;  Tbut  dwelt  longer  on  the 
frufture,  properties,  and  habitudes  of  the  feathered 

ce.    He  particularly  enlarged  on  the  fongfters  of 

e  wood,  which  delight  the  eye,  and  charm  the  ear, 
7  their  varied   plumage,  and  enchanting  notes. 

hefe  pleafing  notes,  he  faid,  like  human  language, 
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are  not  innate;*  but  depend  on  the  imitation  of  fucli 
founds  as  the  birds  moil  frequently  hear,  and  which, 
their  organs  are  adapted  to  perform.    A  yoang 
robin  has  been  taught  the  fong  of  the  nightingale; 
and  a  linnet,  which  belonged  to  Mr.  Matthews  at 
Kenfington,  almoft  articulated  the  words  pretty  boy. 
The  common  fparrow,  taken  from  the  nefl;  when  jufi: 
fledged,  and  educated  with  the  goldfinch  and  the 
linnet,  acquires  the  mufic  of  each ;  and  the  powers  of 
the  mocking  bird  are  expreffed  by  its  very  name. 
Canary  birds,  which  are  fo  much  admired  in  this 
country,  are  imported  from  Tyrol,  where  the  night- 
ingale was  originally  employed  as  their  inftructor  in 
finging.    The  traffic  in  thefe  birds  forms  an  article 
of  commerce,  as  four  Tyrolefe  generally  bring  oven 
to  England  lixteen  hundred  every  year;  and  though 
they  carry  them  onethoufand  miles  by  land,  andpa^ 
a  duty  of  twenty  pounds  for  this  number,  yet  thep 
reap  a  faffieienf  profit  from  the  fale  of  them.f 

Here  Sophron  concluded  the  hiftory  of  his  travels, 
of  which  this  is  only  a  brief  relation.  Alexis,  Lucy, 
Emilia,  and  Jacobus,  continued  in  mute  attention, 
expecting  farther  wonders;  and  the  looks  of  Euphro- 
nius  expreffed  the  fatisfa&ion  which  he  felt.  Yob 
have  given  us,  faid  he  to  Sophron,  a  lively  and  juft 
defcription  of  the  globe,  its  produ&ions,  and  brute 
inhabitants ;  but  man,  who,  by  the  fuperiority  of  Ins 

*  Philofophical  Tranf.  vol.  Ixiii.  p.  249- 
t  Philofoph.  Tranf.  vol.  Ixiii.  p.  zdi- 
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lental  powers,  is  the  lord  of  the  creation;  and  whofe 
[ature  and  character  form  the  moil  interefting  and 
nportant  obje&s  of  enquiry;  has  been  overlooked  in 
our  furvey.    Climate,  foil,  laws,  cuftoms,  food, 
nd  other  accidental  differences,  have  produced  an 
iftonifhing  variety  in  the  complexion,  features,  man- 
ers,  and  faculties  of  the  human  fpecies.    The  moft 
sfined  and  polifhed  nations  may  be  diftinguifhed 
•om  each  other ;  and  a  river  is  fometimes  the  only 
oundary  between  two  favage  tribes,  'who  are  as 
iflimilar  in  the  tinfture  of  their  fkin,  as  in  the  dis- 
ofition  of  their  minds.    But  all  mankind  have  one 
jmmon  ftru&ure;  all  are  formed  with  the  powers  of 
afon,  with  the  moral  affe&ions,  and  with  a  capa- 
ty  for  happinefs.    The  varieties  amongfl  the  human 
-ce,  enumerated  by  Linnaeus  and  Buffbn,  are  fix. 
he  firft  is  found  under  the  polar  regions,  and  com- 
ehends  the  Laplanders,  the  Efquimaux  Indians, 
ie  Samoeid  Tartars,   the  inhabitants    of  Nova 
^mbla,  the  Borandians,  the  Greenlanders,  and  the 
;ople  of  Kamtfchatka.    The  vifage  of  men  in  thefe 
iuntries  is  large  and  broad;  the  nofe  flat  and  fhort; 
e  eyes  of  a  yellowifh  brown,  inclining  to  blacknefs; 
e  cheek  bones  extremely  high;  the  mouth  large; 
e  lips  thick,  and  turned  outwards;  the  voice  thin 
d  fqueaking;  and  the  fkin  of  a  dark  grey  colour.* 
;ie  people  are  fhort  in  Mature,  the  generality  being 
out  four  feet  high,  and  the  talleft  not  more  than 

*  Krantz.   Goldfmith's  Hiftory  of  the  Earth. 
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five;  Ignorance,  ftupidity,  and  fuperftition  are  the 
mental  charatteriftics  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 
rigorous  climates.    For  here 

"  Doze  the  groTs  race.   Nor  fprightly  jeft  nor  fong, 
"  Nor  tendernefs,  they  know;  nor  aught  of  life, 
"  Beyond  the  kindred  bears  that  ftalk  without."! 

The  Tartar  race,  under  which  may  be  compre- 
hended the  Chinefe  and  the  Japanefe,  form  the  fecond- 
great  variety  in  the  human  fpecies.    Their  counte- 
nances are  broad  and  wrinkled,  even  in  youth;  their 
noles  fliort  and  flat ;  their  eyes  little,  funk  in  the 
fockets,  and  feveral  inches  afunder ;    their  cheek 
bones  are  high ;  their  teeth  of  a  large  fize,  and  fepa-v 
rate  from  each  other ;  their  complexions  olive- 
coloured;  and  their  hair  black.    Thefe  nations,  iasj 
general,   have  no  religion,  no  fettled  notions  of 
morality,  and  no  decency  of  behaviour.    They  are*' 
chiefly  robbers ;  their  wealth  confifts  in  horfes ;  and 
their  {kill  in  the  management  of  them. 

The  third  variety  of  mankind  is  that  of  the  fouth- 

ern  Afiatics,  or  the  inhabitants  of  India.    Thefe  are 

of  a  llender  fliape,  have  long  ftrait  black  hair,  and 

generallv  Roman  nofes.    Their  complexions  are  or 

I 

an  olive  colour,  and  in  fome  parts  quite  black.  Thefe 

people  are  flothful,  luxurious,  fubmiflive,  cowardly, 

and  effeminate.* 

»        "  The  parent  fun  himfelf 

"  Seems  o'er  this  world  of  Haves  to  tyrranize; 

f  Thomfon's  Seafons. 
*■  See  Goldfmith's  Hiftory  of  the  Earth. 
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"  And,  with  oppreffive  ray,  the  rofeate  bloona 

"  Of  beauty  blafting,  gives  the  gloomy  hue, 

"  And  feature  grofs :  or  worfe,  to  ruthlefs  deeds, 

"  Mad  jealoufy,  blind  rage,  and  fell  revenge, 

"  Their  fervid  fpirit  fires.    Love  dwells  not  there, 

"  The  foft  regards,  the  tendernefs  of  life, 

ft  The  heart-lhed  tear,  th'  ineffable  delight 

"  Of  fweet  humanity:  thefe  court  the  beam 

"  Of  milder  climes ;  in  felfifh  fierce  defire, 

"  And  the  wild  fury  of  voluptuous  fenfe, 

"  There  loft.    The  very  brute  creation  there 

«  This  rage  partakes,  and  burns  with  horrid  fire."* 

The  Negroes  of  Africa  conftitute  the  fourth 
biking  variety  in  the  human  fpecies;  but  they  differ 
videly  from  each  other  :  thofe  of  Guinea,  for  in- 
iance,  are  extremely  ugly,  and  have  an  infupportably 
)ffenfive  fcent;  whilfl:  thofe  of  Mofambique  are 
eckoned  beautiful,  and  are  untainted  with  any  dis- 
:greeable  fmell.  The  Negroes  are  in  general  of  a 
lack  colour;  and  the  downy  foftnefs  of  the  hair 
bhich  grows  upon  the  Ikin,  gives  a  fmoothnefs  to  it, 
;fembling  that  of  velvet.    The  hair  of  their  heads 

woolly,  fhort,  and  black;  but  their  beards  often 
irn  grey,  and  fometimes  white.  Their  nofes  are 
at  and  Ihort,  their  lips  thick  and  tumid,  and  tfieir 
:eth  of  an  ivory  whitenefs.f 

The  '  intelleftual  and  moral  powers  of  thefe 
retched  people  are  uncultivated;  and  they  are  fub- 
to  the  mod  barbarous  defpotifm.    The  favage 
■rants  who  rule  over  them,  make  war  upon  each 

*  Thomfon's  Summer, 
t  See  Goldfmith's  Hiftory  of  the  Earth. 
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other  for  human  plunder;  and  the  wretched  victims, 
bartered  for  fj.irituous  liquors,  or  the  wares  of  Bir- 
mingham and  Manchefter,  are  torn  from  their  fami, 
lies,  their  friends,  and  their  native  land;  and  conligned, 
for  life  to  mifery,  toil,  and  bondage.*    But  how  am 
I  (hocked  to  inform  you,  that  this  infernal  commerce 
is  carried  on  by  the  humane,    the  polifhed,  the| 
Chriftian  inhabitants  of  Europe;  nay  even  by  Enghfh- 
men,  whofe  anceftors  have  bled  in  the  caufe  of  liberty, 
and  whofe  breafts  Hill  glow  with  the  fame  generous 
flame!    I  cannot  give  you  a  more  (hiking  proof  of 
the  ideas  of  horror,  which  the  captive  negroes  enter- 
tain of  the  ftate  anJ  fervitude  they  are  to  undergo, 
than  by  relating  the  following  incident  from  Dr. 
Goldfrmth.    "  A  Guinea  captain  was  by  ftrefs  ol 
*'  weather  driven  irua  a  certain  harbour,  with  a 
"  lading  of  fickly  flaves,  who  took  every  oppor-. 
"  tunity  to    throw   themfelves  overboard,  when, 
"  brought  upon  deck  for  the  benefit  of  frefh  air. 
"  The  captain  perceiv  ng,  amongft  others,  a  fe.nale 
"  flave  attempting  to  drown  herfelf,  p  tched  upon  her 
"  as  a  proper  example  for  the  reft.    As  he  fuppofed 
"  that  they  d  d  not  know  fie  terrors  attending  death, 
"  he  ordered  the  woman  to  be  red  with  a  rope  under 
"  the  arm-pits,  and  let  down  into  the  water.  When 

*  It  appears  from  the  raoft  accurate  calculation,  fays  AbW 
Raynal,  that  a  feventh  part  of  the  Blacks,  imported  from  the  ccalt 
of  Guinea,  die  every  year.  Fourteen  hundred  thoufand  unhappy 
beings,  who  are  now  in  the  European  coloni.s,  in  the  New  World, 
are  the  unrorti  nate  remains  of  nine  millions  of  flaves,  who  have 
been  conveyed  thuher. 
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♦;  the  poor  creature  was  thus  plunged  in,  and  about 
£  half  way  down,  fhe  was  heard  to  give  a  terrible 
:c  fliriek,  which  at  firfl  was  afcribed  to  her  fears  of 
r*  drowning;  but  foon  after  the  water  appeared  red 
c  around  her,  flie  was  drawn  up,  and  it  was  found 
6  that  a  Ihark,  which  had  followed  the  fiiip,  had 
f  bitten  her  off  from  the  middle."* 

The  native  inhabitants  of  America  make  a  fifth 
ace  of  men.  They  are  of  a  copper  colour,  have 
)lack,  thick,  ftrait  hair,  flat  nofes,  high  cheek-bones, 
md  final  I  eyes.  They  paint  the  body  and  face  of 
-arious  colours,  and  eradicate  the  hair  of  their  beards 
.nd  of  other  parts,  as  a  deformity.  Their  limbs  are 
lot  fo  large  and  robuft  as  thofe  of  the  Europeans, 
rhey  endure  hunger,  thirft,  and  pain  with  aftonifh- 
lg  firmnefs  and  patience;  and  though  cruel  to  their 
nemies,  they  are  kind  and  juft  to  each  other. 

The  Europeans  may  be  confidered  as  the  la  ft 
ariety  of  the  human  kind.  But  it  is  unneceffary  to 
aumerate  the  perfonal  marks  which  diftinguifh  them, 
5  every  day  affords  you  opportunities  of  making  fuch 
bfervations.  I  fhall  only  fugged  to  you,  that  they 
ijoy  Angular  advantages  from  the  fairnefs  of  their 

'  *  The  practice  of  domeftic  flavery  prevailed  in  the  moft  po- 
hed  ages  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  and  had  a  very  pernicious 
'fluence  on  the  manners  of  thofe  nations.  It  is  related,  that 
edius  Pollio,  in  the  prefence  of  Auguftus,  ordered  one  of  his  flaves, 
no  had  committed  a  flight  offence,  to  be  cut  in  pieces,  and  thrown 
:o  the  fifli-pond,  to  feed  his  fifhes.  But  the  emperor,  with  indigt 
tion,  commanded  him  inftantly  to  emancipate  that  Have,  and  all 
s  others  who  belonged  to  him. 
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complexions.  The  face  of  the  African  Black,  or  of 
the  olive-coloured  Afiatic,  is  a  very  imperfect  index 
of  the  mind,  and  preferves  the  fame  fettled  fliade  in 
joy  and  forrow,  confidence  and  fhame,  anger  and 
defpair,  ficknefs  and  health.  The  Englifti  are  faid 
to  be  the  faired  of  the  Europeans;  and  we  may! 
therefore  prefume  that  their  countenances  beft  ex- 
prefs  the  variations  of  the  paffions,  and  the  vicifli- 
tudes  of  difeafe.  But  the  intellectual  and  moral' 
chara&eriftics  of  the  different  nations  which  compofe 
this  quarter  of  the  globe,  are  of  more  importance  tol 
be  known.  Thefe,  however,  become  gradually  lefs 
difcernible,  as  fafhion,  learning,  and  commerce  prei 
vail  more  univerfally ;  and  I  mall  leave  them,  asj 
objects  of  your  future  enqu;ry. 

Thus  paffed  a  winter  evening  by  the  fire- fide  of 
Euphronius,  whofe  pleafing,  though  anxious  tail 
it  was, 

*'  To  rear  the  tender  thought; 
"  To  teach  the  young  idea  how  to  fhoot; 
"  To  pour  the  frefh  inftruftion  o'er  the  mind; 
"  To  breathe  th'  enliv'ning  fpirit;  and  to  fix 
**  The  generous  purpofein  the  glowing  bread,"* 

SISTERLY  UNITY  AND  LOVE. 

Observe  thofe  two  hounds,  that  are  coupled 
together,  faid  Euphronius  to  Lucy  and  Emilia,  who. 
were  looking  through  the  window.  How  they  tor- 
ment each  other  by  a  difagreement  in  their  purfuits! 
One  is  for  moving  {lowly,  and  the  other  vainly  urges 

*  Thomfon's  Seafons. 


ltd.   The  hryer  dog  now  lee*  <o«e  <friy-h  that 
/';•.  him  on  thi»  fide,  and  mark  fv/v/  )^  \m 
\  v*ri*Qn  along,  who  w  everting  atf  hk  ^/r't  »/> 

a  M  variance,  potting  each  <th*r  m  oppf&e  <ftrw> 
i,  when  they  might,  by  fcmd  and  mutual  fsm~ 
ice*,  paf*  on  eafily,  memty,  and  toyp&y* 
ucy  and  Emilia  concurred  hi  cenfttrtn-g  'be  foPy 
ill  nature  of  tbefe  do#»  j  and  Kopfcro&m  ex- 
VJ  a  tender  wilh  that  he  mi^bt  never  fee  any 
^  f/fnilar  in  their  behaviour  to  each  other.  Na- 
na* linked  you  together  by  the  near  eryuXny  of 
by  your  common  relation  to  the  moft  indulgent 
mt,  by  the  endearing  tie*  of  frffcerhood,  and  by 
hofe  generon*  fympathie*  whch  have  been  fo*- 
i  n  your  bofam*  from  your  enzikA  m$*ncj.  Let 
:  fillcen  cord*  of  mutual  Jove  corrt3ntse  to  csite 
in  the  (arae  purfutt*.  Safer  no  allurement*  to 
/  you  different  way*,  no  comradictorr  ^fBoat  to 
act  your  friend fb^,  nor  any  feifiih  riew*  or  k*(£d 
ufoa  to  render  thole  bond*  oneafy  and  oppref&ve 
h  are  now  your  ornament,  your  ftrength,  and 
eft  iapp  neft. 

AN  APPEARANCE  IN  NATURE  LX7LAIXED, 
AND  IMPROVED. 

TE  morning,  in  the  month  of  September,  as 
;U  was  riding  with  Eupbron  ta  from  llzr>U3 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Dodfky  for  tfce  fe6g*^  bi=  see  &r  de 
1  ^  Of  faanlgpp^sttkm  of  Om^bLe, 
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to  Manchefter,  he  noticed  with  furprife  the  fuddea 
difperfion  of  a  thick  fog,  which  had  obfcured  every 
object:  around  him.    The  fun  now  flione  in  full  fplen- 
dour;  and  the  veil  being  withd  awn  from  the  face 
of  nature,  the  hills  and  dales,  the  meadows,  corn- 
fields,  and  woodlands  feemed  to  meet  the  eye  with 
renewed  beauty  and  luftre.    As  foon  as  they  were 
arrived  in  town,  Euphronius  took  a  glafs  of  clear 
fpring  water,  and  threw  into  it  a  tea-fpoonful  of  fait. 
An  opacity  almoft  inftantly  enfued  through  the  whole 
of  it;  but  when  the  glafs  was  placed  near  the  fire, 
and  gently  agitated,  the  liquor  quickly  recovered  its 
transparency.    This  experiment,  laid  Euphronius  to 
his  fon,  explains  to  you  the  phenomenon  you  lately 
obferved.    The  watery  vapours  floating  in  the  at- 
mofphcre,  which  formed  the  thick  raift  we  found  fo 
^commodious  to  us,  were  diffolved  by  the  air,  as  ] 
foon  as  the  fun  had  given  fufficient  warmth  and 
motion  to  its  particles:  and  in  the  evening  the  fog  ; 
will  again  return,  and  the  dews  defcend,  from  the  •< 
ablence  of  that  genial  influence  which  now  diflblves  3 
and  renders  them  invifible.    This  glafs  of  fait  and  •* 
water,  which  has  been  withdrawn  from  the  fire,  as  it  I 
becomes  colder  lofes  in  the  fame  manner  its  tranfpa-  ' 
rency.    Does  your  amiable  heart,  my  dear  Alexis,  3 
fugged  to  you  any  other  analogy?    There  are  mills  * 
of  the  mind,  as  well  as  of  the  atmofphere;  and  the 
fun  of  reafon,  like  the  great  luminary  of  our  fyftcni, 
has  the  happy  po  .ver  of  producing  their  difperfion. 
Religion  too  oilers  her  cheering  light,  when  the  foul 
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is  clouded  with  adverfiry,  and  overfpread  with  gloom. 
A  well-grounded  convi&ion  that  all  events  are  under 
the  dire&ion  of  Providence,  and  a  firm  reliance  on 
the  power,  wifdom,  and  goodnefs  of  the  Deity,  will 
difpel  every  anxious  thought,  illuminate  and  extend 
into  futurity  our  profpe&s;  and  by  contrafting  bright* 
nefs  with  lhade,  will  beautify  the  checkered  land- 
fcape  of  life. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  JOSEPH  ABRIDGED. 

ISRAEL  loved  Jofeph  more  than  all  his  children, 
becaufe  he  was  the  fon  of  his  old  age;  and  he  gave 
him  a  coat  of  many  colours.  But  when  his  brethren 
faw  their  father's  partiality  to  him,  they  hated  him, 
and  would  not  fpeak  peaceably  unto  him.  And 
Jofeph  dreamed  a  dream,  and  he  told  it  to  his  bre- 
thren. Behold,  he  faid,  we  were  binding  {heaves  in 
the  field;  and  lo!  my  fheaf  arofe  and  flood  upright; 
and  your  {heaves  flood  round  about,  and  made  obei- 
fance  to  my  fheaf.  And  his  brethren  faid  unto  him, 
Shalt  thou  indeed  have  dominion  over  us?  And 
they  hated  him  the  more  for  his  dreams,  and  for 
his  words. 

It  happened  that  his  brethren  went  to  feed  their 
father's  flock  in  Dothan.  And  Jofeph  went  after 
his  brethren;  but  when  they  faw  him  afar  off,  they 
confpired  againft  him  to  flay  him;  and  they  faid  one 
to  another,  We  will  tell  our  father  that  fome  evil 
^eafl  hath  devoured  him.    But  Reuben  wifhed  to 
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deliver  him  out  of  their  hands;  and  he  faid,  Let  as 
not  kill  him,  but  caft  him  into  this  pit  that  is  in  the 
wildernefs:  and  they  followed  his  counfel,  and  caft 
him  into  the  pit,  which  then  contained  no  water.  A 
company  of  Ifhmaelites  from  Gilead  palled  by  at  this 
time  with  their  camels,  bearing  fpicery,  balm,  and 
myrrh,  which  they  were  carrying  into  Egypt.  And 
jndah  faid  unto  his  brethren,  Let  us  fell  Jofeph  to 
the  Iftimaelites,  and  let  not  our  hands  be  upon  him^ 
for  he  is  our  brother  and  our  flelh:  and  Jofeph  was 
fold  for  twenty  pieces  of  filver.    And  his  brethren 
killed  a  kid,  and  dipt  his  coat  in  the  blood  thereof; 
and  they  brought  it  unto  their  father,  and  faid,  this 
have  we  found.    And  Jacob  knew  it;  and  believing 
that  Jofeph  was  devoured  by  an  evil  beaft,  he  rent 
his  clothes,  and  put  fackcloth  on  his  loins,  and  refufed 
all  comfort,  faying,  I  will  go  down  into  the  grave  to 
my  fon  mourning.    Thus  wept  his  father  for  him. 
Bat  Jofeph  was  carried  into  Egypt,  and  fold  to  Po- 
tiphar,  the  captain  of  Pharaoh's  guard.    And  the 
Lord  was  with  him,  and  profpered  him;  and  he 
found  favour  in  the  fight  of  his  mafter.    But  by  the 
wickednefs  of  Potiphar's  wife,  he  was  caft  into  the 
pri fon,  where  the  king's  prifoners  were  bound.  Here 
alio  the  Lord  continued  to  fliew  him  mercy,  and 
gave  him  favour  in  the  fight  of  the  keeper  of  the 
prifon.    And  all  the  prifoners  were  committed  to  his 
care;  amonglt  whom  were  two  of  Pharaoh's  officers, 
the  chief  of  the  butlers,  and  the  chief  of  the  bakers. 
And  Jofeph  interpreted  the  dreams  of  the  king's  fee? 
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vants ;  and  his  interpretation  being  true,  the  chief 
butler  recommended  him  to  Pharaoh,  who  had  dreamed 
a  dream,  which  Jofeph  thus  fliewed.  unto  him*  Be- 
hold there  fliall  come  feven  years  of  great  jplenty 
throughout  all  the  land  of  Egypt:  and  there  fliall 
arife  after  them  feven  years  of  famine,  and  all  the 
plenty  fliall  be  forgotten  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  and 
the  famine  fliall  confume  the  land. 

And  the  king  faid  unto  jofeph,  Forafmuch  as  God 
hath  fliewn  thee  all  this,  thou  ftialt  be  over  mine 
houfe;  and  according  to  thy  word  fliall  all  my  people 
be  ruled.  And  Jofeph  gathered  up  all  the  food  of 
the  feven  years,  and  laid  up  the  food  in  ftorehoufes. 
Then  the  feven  years  of  dearth  began  to  come,  as 
Jofeph  had  foretold.  But  in  all  the  land  of  Egypt 
there  was  bread;  and  people  from  all  countries  came 
unto  Jofeph  to  buy  corn,  becaufe  the  famine  was 
fore  in  all  the  lands.  Now  amongft  thofe  that  came 
were  the  ten  fons  of  Jacob,  from  the  land  of  Canaan. 
And  Jofeph  faw  his  brethren,  and  he  knew  them 
but  made  himfelf  ftrange  unto  them,  and  fpake 
roughly  to  them,  faying,  Ye  are  fpies.  And  they 
laid,  Thy  fervants  are  twelve  brethren,  the  fons  of 
one  man  in  the  land  of  Canaan;  and  behold  the 
youngeft  is  this  day  with  our  father,  and  one  is  not. 

But  Jofeph  faid  unto  them,  Ye  fliall  not.  go  forth 
hence,  except  your  youngeft  brother  come  hither. 
Let  one  of  your  brethren  be.bound  in  prifon,  and  go 
ye  to  carry  corn  for  the  famine  of  your  houfes,  and 
bring  your  youngeft  brother  unto  me.    And  their 
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confciences  reproached  them,  and  they  faid  one  to 
another,  We  are  verily  guilty  concerning  our  bro- 
ther, in  that  we  faw  the  anguifh  of  his  foul,  when 
he  befought  us  and  we  would  not  hear;  therefore  is 
this  dirtrefs  come  upon  us.    And  they  knew  not  that 
Jofeph  underdood  them,  for  he  fpake  unto  them  by 
an  interpreter:  and  he  turned  himfelf  about  from 
them,  and  wept;  and  returned  to  them  again,  and 
communed  with  them,  and  took  from  them  Simeon, 
and  bound  him  before  their  eyes.  And  they  returned 
unto  Jacob  their  father,  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  and 
cold  him  all  that  had  befallen  them.    And  Jacob 
their  father  faid  unto  them,  Me  have  ye  bereaved  of 
my  children :  Jofeph  is  not,  and  Simeon  is  not,  and 
ye  will  take  Benjamin  away  alfo.    But  my  fon  mall 
not  go  down  with  you;  for  his  brother  is  dead,  and 
he  is  left  alone:  if  mifchief  befal  him  in  the  way  in 
which  ye  go,  then  mall  ye  bring  down  my  grey  hairs 
with  forrow  to  the  grave.    But  the  famine  continued 
fore  in  the  land ;  and  when  they  had  eaten  up  the 
corn  which  they  had  brought  out  of  Egypt,  Jacob 
faid  unto  them,  Go  again,  and  buy  us  food:  and  if 
it  mud  be  fo,  now  take  alfo  your  brother  Benjamin, 
and  arife  and  go  unto  the  man.    And  they  brought 
prefents  unto  Jofeph,  and  bowed  themfelves  to  him 
to  the  earth.    And  he  allced  them  of  their  welfare, 
and  faid,  Is  your  father  well?  Is  he  alive?    And  he 
lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  faw  Benjamin  his  brother,  and 
his  bowels  did  yearn  towards  his  brother,  and  he 
fought  where  to  weep,  and  he  entered  into  his  cham- 
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•er  and  wept  there:  and  he  waflied  his  face,  and 
ent  out,  and  refrained  himfelf.  Then  he  com- 
landed  the  fteward  of  his  houfe,  faying,  Fill  the 
aen's  facks  with  food,  as  much  as  they  can  carry, 
nd  put  my  cup,  the  filver  cup,  into  the  fack  of  Ben- 
imin  the  youngeft.  And  the  fteward  did  according 
3  the  word  that  Jofeph  had  fpoken.  As  foon  as 
m  morning  was  light,  the  men  were  fent  away, 
ley  and  their  affes.  But  Jofeph  commanded  his 
eward  to  follow  them,  and  to  fearch  their  facks, 
ad  to  bring  them  back.  And  when  Judah  and  his 
rethren  were  returned  into  the  city,  Jofeph  faid 
nto  them,  What  deed  is  this  that  ye  have  done  ? 
'he  man  in  whofe  hands  the  cup  is  found  (hall  be 
xy  fervant;  and  as  for  you,  get  you  in  peace  unto 
our  father.  But  they  faid,  Our  father  will  furely 
ie,  if  he  feeth  that  the  lad  is  not  with  us;  and  we 
tall  bring  down  the  grey  hairs  of  thy  fervant  our 
ither  with  forrow  to  the  grave.  Then  Jofeph  could 
di  refrain  himfelf  before  all  them  that  flood  by  him, 
id  he  cried,  Caufe  every  man  to  go  out  from  me; 
id  there  ftood  no  man  with  him  whilft  Jofeph  made 
:mfelf  known  unto  his  brethren.  And  he  wept 
oud,  and  faid  unto  his  brethren,  I  am  Jofeph; 
oth  my  father  yet  live?  And  his  brethren  could  not 
lfwer  him,  for  they  were  troubled  at  his  prefence. 
nd  Jofeph  faid  unto  his  brethren,  Come  near  to 
e,  I  pray  you;  and  they  came  near:  and  he  faid, 
;am  Jofeph  your  brother,  whom  ye  fold  into  Egypt. 
(Tow  therefore  be  not  grieved,  nor  angry  with  your- 
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felves  that  ye  fold  me  hither,  for  God  did  fend  me 
before  you  to  fave  your  lives  by  a  great  deliverance. 
Hafte  you,  and  go  up  to  my  father,  and  fay  unto 
him,  Thus  faith  thy  fon  Jofeph,  God  hath  made  mea 
lord  over  all  Egypt  ;  come  down  unto  me,  tarry  not*  . 
And  thou  fhalt  dwell  in  the  land  of  Golhen,  and 
thou  (halt  be  near  unto  me,  thou  and  thy  children,- 1 
and  thy  children's  children,  and  thy  flocks,  and  thyl 
herds,  and  all  that  thou  haft  :  and  there  will  I  nou-« 
rifli  thee;  for  yet  there  are  five  years  of  famine;  leftfl 
thou  and  thy  houfliold,  and  all  that  thou  haft,  cornel 
to  poverty.    And  behold  your  eyes  fee,  and  the  eye&jl 
of  my  brother  Benjamin,  that  it  is  my  mouth  which! 
fpeaketh  unto  you.    And  you  lhall  tell  my  father  ofl 
all  my  glory  in  Egypt,  and  all  that  you  have  feenj'3 
and  ye  lhall  hafte,  and  bring  down  my  father  hither.  J 
And  he  fell  upon  his  brother  Benjamin's  neck,  and  J 
wept;  and  Benjamin  wept  upon  his  neck.  Moreover,! 
he  kilfed  all  his  brethren,  and  wept  upon  them;  and'| 
after  that  his  brethren  talked  with  him.    And  the 
fame  thereof  was  heard  in  Pharaoh's  houfe,  and  it  I 
pleafed  Pharaoh  well,  and  his  fervants.  And  Pharaoh  J 
laid  unto  Jofeph,  Invite  hither  thy  father  and  his  3 
houfliold,  and  I  will  give  them  the  good  of  the  land; J 
of  Egypt,  and  they  (hall  eat  the  fat  of  the  land.  I 
And  the  fpirit  of  Jacob  was  revived,  when  he  heard 
thefe  things;  and  he  laid,  my  fon  is  yet  alive,  I 
will  go  and  fee  him  before  I  die.    And  he  took 
his  journey,  with  all  that  he  had.    And  Jofeph  made 
ready  his  chariot,  and  went  up  to  meet  Ifrael  his 
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father  to  Gofhen ;  and  prefenting  himfelf  unto  him, 
he  fell  on  his  neek,  and  wept  on  his  neck  for  fome 
.  time.   And  Jofeph  placed  his  father  and  his  brethren; 
and  gave  them  a  pofTeffion,  in  the  lartd  of  Egypt,  in 
•the  bed  of  the  land,  as  Pharaoh  had  commanded. 

This  interefting  ftory  contains  a  variety  of  affe&ing 
i incidents,  is  related  with  the  moft  beautiful  fimplicity, 
and  furnifhes  many  important  leffons  of  inftrucYion. 
It  difplays  the  mifchiefs  of  parental  partiality;  the 
fatal  effects  of  envy,  jealoufy,  and  difcord  amongft 
brethren ;  the  bleffings  and  honours  with  which  virtue 
s  rewarded;  the  amiablenefs  of  forgiving  injuries  $ 
nd  the  tender  joys  which  flow  from  fraternal  love 
nd  filial  piety.  Different  in  other  r'efpe&s  as  your 
t  may  be  from  that  of  Jofeph,  you  have  a  father, 
y  dear  Alexis,  who  feels  for  you  all  the  affection 
,-hich  Ifrael  felt,  and  who  hopes  he  has  a  claim  to 
e  fame  generous  return  of  gratitude.  You  have 
rothers  and  fitters,  who  are  ftrangers  to  hatred,  who 
ill  cherifli  and  return  your  love,  and  whofe  happinefs 
infeparable  from  yours:  and  you  are  under  the 
otection  and  authority  of  that  eternal  Being,  the 
od  of  Abraham,  of  Ifaac,  and  of  Jacob,  who  fees, 
proves,  and  will  exalt  the  virtuous.* 

In  relating  the  hiftory  of  Jofeph,  ah  incident,  which  reflects  the 
;heft  honour  on  his  character,  has  been  omitted  ;  becaufe  to  my 
unger  readers  it  admits  of  no  explanation,  and  might  wound  the 
Uve  modefty  of  thofe  who  are  farther  advanced  in  years.  There 
l  delicacy  and  fcnfe  of  decency  in  the  mind  of  an  ingenuous 
nth,  which  fhields  him  more  powerfully  from  feduftion  than  the 
,  leifons  of  morality,  or  the  brighteft  examples  of  feU-gov&rn^ 
VOL.  I.  H 
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GOOD-NATURED  CREDULITY. 

A  Chaldean  peafant  was  condufting  a  goat  to  the 
city  of  Bagdat.    He  was  mounted  on  an  afs,  and 
the  goat  followed  him,  with  a  bell  fufpended  from 
his  neck.    "  I  ftiall  fell  thefe  animals,"  faid  he  to 
himfelf,  "  for  thirty  pieces  of  filver  ;  and  with  this  , 
"  money  I  can  pnrchafe  a  new  turban,  and  a  rich 
«  vedment  of  tafFety,  which  I  will  tie  with  a  falh  of 
«c  purple  filk.    The  young  damfels  will  then  fmile 
Li  more  favourably  upon  me,  and  I  fhall  be  the  fined  j 
"  man  at  the  Mofque."    Whilft  the  peafant  was  thus  j 
anticipating  in  idea  his  future  enjoyments,  three  arf-1 
fid  rogues  concerted  a  dratagem  to  plunder  him  of  ; 
his  prefent  treafures.    As  he  moved  flowly  along,! 
one  of  them  flipped  off  the  bell  from  the  neck  of  the 
goat,  and  fattening  it,  without  being  perceived,  to  the 
tail  of  the  afs,  carried  away  his  booty.    The  man 
riding  upon  the  afs  and  hearing  the  found  of  the  bell, 
continued  to  mufe  without  the  lead  fufpicion  of  the 
lofs  which  he  had  fudained.    Happening,  howeverj 
a  fhort  while  afterwards,  to  turn  about  his  head,  he 
difcovered,  with  grief  and  aftonifhment,  that  the  ai 
mal  was  gone  which  condituted  fo  confiderable  a  part 
of  his  riches:  and  he  inquired  with  the  utmod  anxiety, 
after  his  goat  of  every  traveller  whom  he  met. 

The  fecond  rogue  now  accofted  him,  and  laid, 
«  I  have  juft  feen  in  yonder  fields  a  man  in  great 

ment.  This  tender  fhoot  of  vernal  life  is  often  inj  ured  by  improper 
culture:  it  fhrinks  at  the  fuggcftion  of  every  loofe  idea,  and  © 
blaftedby  their  frequent  and  unfeafonable  repetition. 
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"  hafte>  dragging  along  with  him  a  goat."  The  pea* 
(ant  difmounted  with  precipitation,  and  requeued  the 
obliging  ftranger  to  hold  his  afs,  that  he  might  lofe 
no  time  in  overtaking  the  thief.    He  inftantly  began 
the  purfuit ;  and  having  traverfed  in  vain  the  courfe 
that  was  pointed  out  to  him,  he  came  back  fatigued 
and  breathlefs  to  the  place  from  whence  he  fet  out, 
where  he  neither  found  his  afs,  nor  the  deceitful  in' 
former,  to  whofe  care  he  had  entrufted  him.    As  he 
ivalked  penfively  onwards,  overwhelmed  with  fhame, 
taxation,  anddifappointment,  his  attention  was  roufed 
py  the  loud  complaints  and  lamentations  of  a  poo*- 
fcra  who  fat  by  the  fide  of  a  well.    He  turned  out 
>f  the  way  to  fympathize  with  a  brother  in  affliction, 
counted  his  own  misfortunes,  and  inquired  the 
mfe  of  that  violent  forrow  which  feemed  to  opprefs 
lim.    Alas!  faid  the  poor  man,  in  the  moft  piteous 
fne  of  voice,  as  I  was  refting  here  to  drink,  I  dropped 
to  the  water  a  cafket  full  of  diamonds,  which  I  was 
jployed  to  carry  to  the  Caliph  at  Bagdat;  and  I 
all  be  put  to  death,  on  the  fufpicion  of  having  fe„ 
eted  fo  valuable  a  treafure.    Why  do  not  you  jump 
co  the  well  in  fearch  of  the  cafket,  cried  the  peafant, 
uniflied  at  the  ftupidity  of  his  new  acquaintance? 
fgaufe  it  is  deep,  replied  the  man,  and  I  can  neither 
«  nor  fwim.    But  will  you  undertake  this  kind 
ice  for  me,  and  I  will  reward  you  with  thirty  pieces 
fiiver?  The  peafant  accepted  the  offer  with  exul- 
ion;  and  whilft  he  was  putting  off  his  cafTock, 
t,  andfhppers,  poured  out  his. foul  in  thanklgiv. 
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ings  to  the  holy  prophet  for  this  providential  fuccour. 
But  the  moment  he  plunged  into  the  water  in  fearch 
of  the  pretended  calket,  the  man  (who  was  one  of 
the  three  rogues  that  had  concerted  the  plan  of  rob- 
bing him)  feized  upon  his  garments,  and  bore  them 
off  in  fecurity  to  his  comrades. 

Thus  through  inattention,  fimplicity,  and  credulity, 
was  the  unfortunate  Chaldean  duped  of  all  his  little 
poffeffious;  and  he  haftened  back  to  his  cottage,  with 
no  other  covering  for  his  nakednefs  than  a  tattered 
garment,  which  he  borrowed  on  the  road.* 


AN  EASY  AND  INSTRUCTIVE  EXPERIMENT. 

It  was  a  clear  frofly  day:  the  fun  mone  bright,  and 
the  ground  was  covered  with  fnow,  when  Euphronius 
invited  Alexis,  Lucy,  Emilia,  and  Jacobus,  to  affift 
him  in  a  little  experiment,  which  he  thought  would 
contribute  to  their  inftruftion  and  amufement.  He 
took  four  pieces  of  woollen  cloth,  equal  in  dimerriions, 
but  of  different  colours  j  one  being  black,  another 
blue,  a  third  brown,  and  a  fourth  white:  and  having 
chofen  a  proper  fituation,  he  laid  them  all  very  near 
each  other  on  the  furface  of  the  fnow.  In  a  few 
hours  the  black  piece  of  cloth  had  funk  considerably 
below  the  furface,  the  blue  almoft  as  much,  the  brotfn 

*  The  ftory  is  faid  to  have  been  written  by  an  Arabian  authorJ 
but  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  deviating  from  the  original,  a™  01 
^making  additions  to  it. 
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I  little, but  the  white  remained  precifely  in  its  pofition.f 
Obferve,  faid  Euphronius,  how  varied  is  the  in- 
fluence of  the  fun's  rays  on  different  colours!  They 
ire  abforded  and  retained  by  the  black;  and  in  the 
»iece  of  cloth  before  us,  they  have  produced  fuch  a 
irong  and  durable  heat  as  to  melt  the  fuow  under- 
eeath.  Their  effect  on  blue  is  nearly  fimilar,  but  they 
eem  not  to  penetrate  the  white:  and  the  piece  of 
fiat  colour,  by  having  no  warmth  communicated  to 

, ,  ftill  continues  on  the  furface  of  the  fnow. 

This  little  experiment  teaches  you,  Emilia,  that 
■hite  hats  will  afford  the  beft  defence  to  your  com- 
ilexionj  but  that  they  ftiould  have  dark  linings,  to 
W'forb  the  rays  of  light  which  are  reflefted  from  the 
jtrth.  You  may  learn  from  it,  Alexis,  that  clothes 
t la  light  colour  are  beft  adapted  to  fummer,  and  to 
jjtt  climates;  that  black  fubftances  acquire  heat 
«»ner,  and  retain  it  longer  than  any  other;  and  that 
l|  it-walls,  drying-ftoves,  &c.  ftiould  be  painted  black. 

I I  tier  inferences  I  fliall  leave  to  you  the  pleafure  of 
covering.  Allow  me  only  to  remind  you,  that 
l|>wledge  and  virtue  may  be  juftly  compared  to  rays 
slight ;  and  that  it  is  my  warmeft  wifti  and  higheft 
>|)ition  that  your  heart  and  underftanding  may  unite 
if  qualities  of  the  two  oppofite  colours  you  have 
ft  i  contemplating.    May  your  mind  be  quick  in  the 

1  ption,  and  fteady  in  the  retention  of  every  good 
1  -effion !  And  may  the  luftre  of  your  endowments 
Med  on  your  brothers,  fitters,  and  friends! 

t  See  Franklin's  Obfcrvations. 
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THE  DOG. 

"  My  dog,  the  truftieft  of  his  kind, 

*t  With  gratitude  inflames  my  mind  ; 

"  1  mark  his  true,  his  faithful  way, 

«*  And  in  my  fervice  copy  Tray."         Gay's  Fables. 

A  Water-fpaniel  belonging  to  a  neighbour  was  a 
frequent,  and  always  a  mofl  welcome,  guefl  in  the. 
family  of  Euphronius.     Her  placid  looks,  gentle 
manners,  and  alliduity  to  pleafe,  rendered  her  equally 
the  favourite  of  the  fervants  and  of  the  children.  It 
happened  that  there  was  a  general  alarm  concerning- 
mad  dogs  in  Manchefler  j  and  to  guard  againft  danger 
Sylvia  was  clofely  confined  to  her  kennel.    A  week? 
elapfed  without  a  Angle  vifit  from  her;  no  one  knew 
the  caufe  of  her  abfence,  and  all  lamented  it.  She 
at  length  returned;  the  children  flocked  with  joy 
and  eagernefs  around  her,  but  they  beheld  her 
trembling,  feeble,  and  emaciated,    She  crawled  over 
the  kitchen  floor,  looked  wiflfully  at  Emilia,  then  at 
Jacobus,  then  at  Lucy;  advancing  a  flep  forwards, 
Ihe  licked  the  hand  of  Alexis,  which  was  ftretched 
forth  to  ftroke  her,  and  expired  at  his  feet  without  a 
groan.    The  children  at  fir(l  flood  filent  and  motion- 
lefs,  a  giifh  of  tears  fucceeded,  and  Euphronius, 
though  pleafcd  with  the  fenfibility  they  {hewed, 
thought  it  neceflary  to  foften  the  impreflion  which 
this  affecting  incident  produced.    He  endeavoured  to 
W'thdr.tw  their  attention  from  Sylvia,  by  defcnbmg 
the  qualities,  and  relating  the  hiflory,  of  the  fpecies  at 
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targe.  I  am  not  furprifed,  faid  he,  that  you  fhould 
lament  the  lofs  of  an  animal,  whom  nature  feems  to 
have  peculiarly  formed  to  be  the  favourite  and  friend 
of  man.  The  beauty  of  his  fliape,  his  ftrength,  agility, 
fwiftnefc,  courage,  generofity,  fidelity,  and  gratitude, 
command  our  attachment,  and  give  him  the  jufteft 
claim  to  our  care  and  protection.  In  obedience  and 
docility  he  furpalTes  every  other  quadruped;  and  fo 
perfectly  is  he  domefticated,  that  Mr.  BufFon  ob- 
ferves,  he  affimilates  his  character  to  that  of  the 
family  in  which  he  lives.  Amongft  the  proud  he  is 
difdainful,  and  churlifli  amongft  clowns. 

In  Congo,  Angola,  and  in  South-America,  where 
dogs  are  found  wild,  they  unite  in  packs,  and  attack 
the  fierce!!  animals  of  the  foreft.  On  the  fouthern 
coaft  of  Africa,  it  is  laid,  there  are  dogs  that  neither 
bark  nor  bite,  and  their  flefh  is  highly  valued  by  the 
negroes.*  The  flefli  of  this  animal  is  alfo  confidered 
as  a  dainty  by  the  Chinefe,  and  public  fliambles  are 
erected  for  the  fale  of  it.  In  Canton  particularly, 
there  is  a  ftreet  appropriated  to  that  purpofe;  and 
what  is  very  extraordinary,  whenever  a  dog-butcher 
appears,  all  the  dogs  in  the  place  purfue  him  in  full 
cry.  They  know  their  enemy,  and  perfecute  him 
as  far  as  they  are  able.f 

The  influence  of  climate,  and  the  eflorts  of  art, 
have  produced  many  varieties  in  the  breed  of  dogs. 
The  Britifli  maftiffs  were  fo  famous  among  the  Ro» 

*  See  Brookes's  Natural  Hiftory. 
t  See  Goldfinith's  Hiftory  of  the  Earth. 
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mans,  that  their  emperors  appointed  an  officer  in  this, 
ifland  to  train  them  for  the  combats  of  the  Amphi- 
theatre. Three  of  thefe  were  efteemed  a  match  for 
a  bear,  and  four  for  a  lion.  But  an  experiment  was 
made  in  the  Tower  by  King  James  the  Firft,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  three  maftiffs  conquered  this 
noble  animal.  Two  of  them  were  difabled  in  the 
conflict;  but  the  third  forced  the  lion  to  feek  his 
fafety  by  flight.*  The  Britifli  maftiffs  were  alfo 
educated  for  war,  and  were  employed  by  the  Gauls 
in  their  battles,  as  we  learn  from  Strabo.f  Lin- 
na;us  has  delivered,  in  the  following  terms,  the  na- 
tural hiftory  of  the  dog:-r« 

"  This  animal  eats  flefli.and  farinacequs  vegetables, 
but  not  greens.    His  ftomach  digefts  bones:  heufes, 
the  tops  of  grafs  as  a  vomit,  and  laps  his  drink  with 
his  tongue:  his  fcent  is  moft  exquifite,  when  his  nofe 
is  moift :  he  treads  lightly  on  his  toes,  fcarcely  eve 
fweats,  but  when  hot  lolls  out  his  tongue.    He  ge 
nerally  walks  round  the  place  on  which  he  intends 
to  lie  down.    His  fenfe  of  hearing  is  very  quick 
when  afleep:  he  dreams.     The  female  goes  with 
young  iixty-three  days,  and  commonly  brings  from 
four  to  eight  puppies  at  a  birth.    The  male  puppies 
referable  the  dog,  the  female  the  bitch.    He  is  the 
moft  faithful  of  all  an'mals;  is  very  docible,  hates 
ftrange  dogs,  fnaps  at  a  (lone  which  is  thrown  at  him, 
howls  at  certain  mufical  notes,  and  barks  at  ftrangers. 
This  quadruped  is  rejected  by  the  Mahometans/' 

*  See  Stowc's  Annals,  Pennant's  Zoology,  Camden's  Britannia. 

t  Lib.  iy. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


121 


RESPECT  AND  DEFERENCE  DUE  TO  THE  AGED. 

aged  citizen  of  Athens  coming  late  into  the 
ppublic  theatre  of  that  city,  fo  celebrated  for  arts  and 
[learning,  found  the  place  crowded  with  company, 
:and  every  feat  engaged.  Though  the  fpe&ators  were 
this  countrymen,  and  moft:  of  them  young  perfons, 
rno  one  had  the  politenefs  or  humanity  to  make  room 
:for  him.  But  when  he  palled  into  the  part  which 
;svas  allotted  to  the  Lacedaemonian  ambaffadors  and 
:  their  attendants,  they  all  rofe  up,  and  accommodated 
:the  old  gentleman  with  the  belt  and  moft:  honourable 
Xeat  amongft:  them.  The  whole  company  were  equally 
furprifed  and  delighted  with  this  inftance  of  urbanity, 
and  expreffed  their  approbation  by  loud  plaudits. 
TThe  Athenians  perfectly  well  under/land  the  rules  of 
\[ood  manners,  faid  one  of  the  ambaffadors,  in  return 
tqx  this  compliment,  but  the  Lacedatnonians  praclifs 
>hem.  Cicero. 

GAMING.* 

That  the  love  of  gaming  has  its  foundation  in 
avarice,  is  an  undoubted  truth;  but  it  proceeds  from 
u  fpecies  of  covetoufnefs  differing  from  every  other. 
:5;illuft,  in  his  character  of  Cataline,  has  given  us  an 
:xa£r  definition  of  it:  Alieni  appetens,  fui  profufus ; 
>rofufe  of  bis  own,  greedy  of  the  property  of  another. 
The  deftru&ive  confequences  of  this  vice  will  be 

*  This  is  a  juvenile  production,  written  when  the  Author  was 
ht  fchool. 
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evinced  by  the  melancholy  hiftory  of  Lyfander.  This 
unfortunate  youth  was  the  only  fon  of  Hortenfius,  a 
gentleman  of  large  fortune ;  who  with  a  paternal  eye 
watched  over  his  education,  and  fuffered  no  means  to 
be  neglected,  which  might  promote  his  future  ufeful- 
nefs,  honour,  or  happinefs.  Under  fuch  tuition  he 
grew  up,  improving  in  every  amiable  accomplishment. 
His  perfon  was  graceful,  and  his  countenance  the 
picture  of  his  foul,  lively,  fweet,  and  penetrating.  By 
his  own  application,  and  the  affiflance  of  fuitable  pre- 
ceptors, he  was  mailer  of  the  whole  circle  of  fciences ; 
and  nothing  was  now  wanting  to  form  the  complete 
gentleman  but  travelling.  The  tour  of  Europe  was 
therefore  refolved  upon,  and  a  proper  perfon  provided 
to  attend  him.  Lyfander  and  his  tutor  accordingly 
fct  out.  I  pafs  over  in  filence  the  fad  parting  of  the 
good  old  gentleman  and  his  beloved  fon  :  the  fcene 
may  be  conceived,  but  cannot  be  exprefTed.  Our 
travellers  directed  their  courfe  to  France,  and  croffed 
the  fea  at  Dover^  with  an  intention  to  pay  their  lirft 
vific  to  Paris.  Here  Lyfander  had  difficulties  to 
furmount,  of  which  he  was  little  apprifed;  he  had 
been  bred  in  mades  and  folitude,  and  had  no  idea 
of  the  active  fcenes  of  life.  It  is  eafy  to  imagine, 
therefore,  his  furprife  at  being  tranfported,  as  it  were, 
into  a  new  world.  He  was  delighted  with  the  ele- 
gance of  the  city,  and  the  crowds  of  company  that . 
retorted  to  the  public  walks.  He  launched  into 
pleafures,  and  was  enabled  to  commit  a  thoufand  ex- 
travagances, by  the  ample  fupplies  of  money  which 
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a  fond  father  allowed  him.    In  vain  his  tutor  repre- 
fented  to  him  the  imprudence  of  his  conduct:  capti- 
vated with  the  novelty  of  every  thing  around  him, 
he  was  deaf  to  all  his  remonftrances.    He  engaged 
in  an  intrigue  with  a  woman  of  the  mod:  infamous 
character,  who  in  a  Ihort  time  reduced  him  to  the 
neceffity  of  making  frefh  demands  upon  his  father. 
The  indulgent  Hortenfius,  with  a  few  reprimands  for 
his  profufion,  and  admonitions  to  ceconomy,  remitted 
him  confiderable  fums.    But  thefe  were  not  fufficient 
to  fatisfy  an  avaricious  miftrefs;  and  afhamed  to  ex- 
pofe  himfelf  again  to  his  father,  he  had  recourfe  to 
fortune.  He  daily  frequented  the  gaming-tables ;  and 
elated  with  a  trifling  fuccefs  at  the  beginning,  gave 
up  every  other  pleafure  for  that  of  rattling  the  dice. 
Sharpers  were  now  his  only  companions,  and  hi* 
'youth  and  inexperience  made  him  an  eafy  prey  to 
their  artifice  and  defigns.    His  father  heard  of  his 
conduct  with  inexpreffible  forrow.    He  inftantly  re- 
called him  home;  but  alas!  the  return  to  his  native 
country  did  not  reftore  him  to  his  native  difpofitions. 
The  love  of  learning,  generofity,  humanity,  and  every 
noble  principle,  were  fuppreffed  ;  and  in  their  place 
the  mod  deteftable  avarice  had  taken  root.  The 
reproofs  of  a  father,  fo  affectionate  as  Hortenfius, 
were  too  gentle  to  reclaim  one  confirmed  in  vicious 
habits.    He  ftill  purfued  the  fame  unhappy  courfe; 
and  at  length,  by  his  duTolute  behaviour,  put  an  end 
to  the  life  of  the  tenderefh  of  parents.    The  death 
of  Hortenfius  had  at  firft  a  happy  effect  upon  the 
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mind  of  Lyfander;  and  by  recalling  him  to  a  fenfe 
of  refiedhon,  gave  fome  room  to  hope  for  reforma- 
tion. To  confirm  the  good  refolutions  he  had  formed 
his  foends  urged  him  to  marry.    The  propofal  not 
being  difagreeable  to  him,  he  paid  his  addrefTes  to 
Afpafia,  a  lady  porTerled  of  beauty,  virtue,  and  the 
Iweeteft  difpofitions.    So  many  charms  could  not  but 
imprefs  a  heart,  which  filial  grief  had  already  in  fome 
meafure  foftened.    He  loved  and  married  her,  and 
by  her  prudent  conduft  was  prevailed  upon  to  give 
np  all  the  former  aflbciates  of  his  favourite  vice 
Two  years  pafled  in  this  happy  manner;  during 
which  time  Afpafia  bleffed  him  with  a  fon.    The  little 
darling  had  united  in  him  all  the  father's  Iujire,  and 
the  mother^  grace.    Ly fander  often  viewed  him  with 
fh-eaming  eyes  of  tendernefs  j  and  he  would  fometimes 
cry  out,  «  Only,  my  fon,  avoid  thy  father's  Heps, 
"  and  every  felicity  will  attend  thee."    About  this 
time,  it  happened  that  fome  bufinefs  of  importance 
required  his  prefence  in  London:  there  he  unfortu- 
nately met  with  the  bafe  wretches  who  had  been  his 
old  acquaintance;  and  his  too-eafy  temper  complying 
with  their  felicitations,  again  he  plunged  into  the 
abyfs  of  vice  and  folly.    Afpafia  wondering  at  the 
long  abfence  of  her  hufband,  began  to  entertain  the 
moft  uneafy  apprehenfions  for  him.    She  wrote  him 
a  tender  and  endearing  letter,  but  no  anfwer  was  re- 
turned.   Full  of  terror  and  anxiety,  me  went  in 
perfon  to  enquire  after  her  Lyfander.    Long  was  it 
before. ilie  beard  the  leaft  tidings  of  him.    At  length, 
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by  accident  finding  his  lodgings,  flie  flew  to  his  cham- 
:  ber  with  the  moft  impatient  joy  to  embrace  a  long- 
Joft  hufband.    But  ah!  who  can  paint  the  agony  flie 

felt  at  the  fight  of  Lyfander  weltering  in  his  gore, 
Wvith  a  piftol  clenched  in  his  hand!  That  very  morn* 
;  ing  he  had  put  an  end  to  his  wretched  being.  A 
[paper  was  found  upon  the  table,  of  his  own  hand- 
writing, which  imported  that  he  had  entirely  ruined 
•himfelf,  and  a  moft  amiable  wife  and  child  j  and  that 
ilife  was  infupportable  to  him* 

TUVALSHIP  WITHOUT  ENMITY} 
EMULATION  WITHOUT  ENVY. 

.DEMOSTHENES,  a  celebrated  Grecian  orator, 
iwas  born  at  Athens,  near  four  hundred  years  before 
uhe  Chriftian  aera.  He  was  remarkable  for  the  fim- 
iplicity  and  energy  of  his  eloquence.  It  is  faid  that 
I  he  copied  the  Hiftory  of  Thucydides  no  lefs  than 
weight  times,  to  acquire  a  nervous  and  majeftic  diction 

and  that  his  thirft  after  knowledge  was  fo  great,  as 

to  lead  him  to  purfue  his  ftudies  in  a  fubterranean 
apartment,  that  he  might  be  free  from  noife,  difturb- 
*ance,  or  interruption. 

iEfchines  was  alfo  an  eminent  orator  of  Greece, 
-and  co temporary  with  Demofthenes.    He  preferred 

an  indictment  againft  Ctefiphon,  as  a  pretext  for  the 
-accufation  of  his  rival  Demofthenes.  A  day  was 
•appointed  for  the  trial  j  and  no  caufe  ever  excited 

fiach  general  curiofity,  or  was  conducted  with  greater 
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pomp  and  folemnity.    People  affembled  from  every 
part  of  Greece,  to  be  fpeftators  of  the  conteft  between 
thefe  two  great  matters  of  rhetoric.    The  inclinations 
of  the  citizens  were  favourable  to  iEfchines ;  but 
fuch  was  the  prevailing  eloquence  of  his  antagonift, 
that  he  loft  his  caufe,  and  was  fentenced  to  banifli- 
ment.    He  retired  to  the  ifland  of  Rhodes ;  where 
he  eftablifhed  a  fchool  of  oratory,  which  continued  to 
flourifh  many  centuries  afterwards.    He  commenced 
his  leftures  with  the  oration  which  he  had  delivered 
juft  before  his  exile;  and  it  was  highly  applauded 
by  the  audience.    But  when  he  recited  the  anfwer 
of  Demofthenes,  his  hearers  redoubled  their  expref- 
fions  of  admiration.    JEfchines,  fo  far  from  feeling 
any  emotions  of  envy  at  this  fecond  triumph  of  his 
rival,  cried  out  with  rapture,  "  How  great,  myfrienM 
"  would  have  been  your  tranfport,  had  you  heard 
"  Demofthenes  himfelf  deliver  this  oration,  with  thofe 
"  invincible  powers  of  elocution  for  which  he  is  fo  juflly 
"  and  univerfally  celebrated/" 

When  iEfchines  was  condemned  to  baniflimenr» 
Demofthenes  exulted  not  in  the  vi&ory  that  he  had 
obtained  ;  but  followed  his  rival  to  the  fliip  in  which 
he  was  to  embark,  and  conftrained  him  to  accept  of 
a  fum  of  money,  to  defray  the  expences  of  his 
voyage,  and  to  procure  for  him  an  eafy  fettlement  at 
Rhodes.  Impreffed  with  this  aife&ing  inftance  of 
generofity,  the  exiled  orator  with  admiration  ex- 
claimed, <c  How  deeply  muft  I  regret  the  I  of s  of  a 
"  country in  which  I  have  received  fuch  liberal 
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'  «*  ajftftance  from  a  profejfed  enemy,  as  I  cannot  expecl 
■ "  even  from  a  friend  in  any  other  part  of  the  world/*' 

Cicero. 

VIRTUOUS  FRIENDSHIP  EXTENDS  BEYOND 
THE  GRAVE. 

IE  MILT  A  had  been  flightly  indifpofed  feveral  days ; 
but  not  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  confine  her  from  the 
cheerful  fociety  of  her  brothers  and.  filters.  Whilft 
fhe  was  (landing  in  the  midft  of  them,  a  fainting  fit 
Suddenly  overpowered  her ;  and  flie  fell  down,  as 
t  were  lifelefs,  on  the  floor.    She  was  foon  recovered, 
oy  the  tender  offices  of  Sophronia;  but  the  affe&ing 
mage  of  death,  which  the  children  had  feen,  conti- 
nued for  fome  time  to  opprefs  their  minds  with 
torrow  and  terror.    Alexis,  in  the  evening,  accompa- 
nied his  father  into  the  fields.    The  path  which  they 
uurfued  led  them  to  the  banks  of  the  Irwell;  where 
ihey  flopped  to  contemplate  its  winding  ftream  and 
I  hecquered  fides.  The  flump  of  a  tree,  overfliadowed 
■>y  a  neighbouring  oak,  afforded  them  a  comfortable 
eat;  and  Euphronius  began  to  expatiate  on  the 
wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  Providence,  in  watering  the 
asrth  with  rivers,  which  flow  into  the  fea,  and  are 
(gain  returned  in  fertilizing  fliowers.    Alexis  made 
o  reply;  and  Euphronius,  obferving  that  he  was 
»ft  in  thought,  enquired  what  fubject  fo  deeply 
engaged  his  attention.    The  youth  faid,  with  a  figh, 
have  been  early  taught  to  fee,  admire,  and  re- 
pcrence  the  Deity,  in  all  his  works  *  but  more 
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particularly  iii  the  ftru&ure  of  man,  in  his  prefent 
enjoyments  and  future  expectations.  The  moral 
affections  you  have  cultivated  in  my  heart  with  affi- 
duous  care;  and  I  have  fondly  believed  that  the 
exercife  of  them  will  conftitute  my  chief  felicity 
through  all  eternity.  Oh  !  that  the  pleafmg  delufiori 
had  been  ftill  continued!  This  morning  I  was  ftiocked 
with  the  apparent  death  of  my  beloved  Emilia;  but 
it  was  fome  confolation  to  my  mind,  that  we  ihould 
hereafter  meet  again,  renew  our  fond  regard,  and 
for  ever  live  together  in  the  fame  endearing  con- 
nection  which  now  fubfifts  between  us.  In  this  hope, 
it  feems,  I  was  miferably  miftaken.  A  learned  divine* 
whofe  works  I  have  juft  been  readingj  afferts  with 
confidence,  that  in  heaven  the  virtuous  of  all  ages* 
pad,  prefent,  and  to  come*  will  dwell  together,  as  in 
one  univerfal  family,  without  perfonal  partialities  or" 
diftinction. 

The  doctrine,  I  truft,  is  falfe,  replied  Euphronius 
with  fome  emotion ;  for  heaven,  methinks,  would 
not  be  fuch  to  me,  if  it  were  true.  But  I  correct 
myfelf,  Alexis :  on  a  fubjedt  of  fuch  uncertainty,  we 
Ihould  fpeak  with  an  awful  reliance  on  that  great 
Being,  who  perfectly  knows  our  frame,  and  what 
will  beft  promote  our  happinefs.  With  fuch  fenti* 
ments  of  reverence  let  us  purfue  the  interefting 
theme;  and  enquire  whether  reafon  and  revelation 
do  not  juftify  the  hope,  that  we  fliall  hereafter  be 
united  to  our  virtuous  relations  and  friends;  and 
enjoy,  with  increafmg  delight,  all  thofe  tender  at- 
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tachments,  which,  in  the  prefent  ftate,  fweeten  both 
fecial  and  domeflic  life. 

One  of  the  ftrongefl  arguments  for  the  future 
exigence  of  the  foul,  derived  from  the  light  of  nature, 
is  the  dread  which  we  feel  of  annihilation,  and  our 
ardent  defires  after  immortality.    Have  we  not  the 
like  anxiety  to  be  again  reftored,  in  happier  regions, 
to  thofe  whom  in  this  world  we  haveknown,  efteemed, 
and  loved  ?    The  human  undemanding  feems  to  be 
formed  for  endlefs  improvement.    The  faculty  of 
comprehenfion  is  daily  enlarged,  till  the  animal  ma- 
chine,  having  acquired  its  full  vigour,  fuffers  the 
.gradual  decays  of  age;  and  as    the  Deity  hath 
treated  nothing  in  vain,  capacity  may  be  fuppofed  to 
)  imply  attainment,  in  fome  other  rtage  of  our  exigence. 

But  fhall  we  grant  to  our  intelkaual,  a  privilege 
|  which  we  deny  to  our  moral  powers  j  or  exclude  from 
(future  growth  and  cultivation  the  noblefl  and  moft 
'  important  endowments  of  the  mind  ?    The  principle 
cof  benevolence  is  neither  inconfiftent  with  the  parti- 
alities of  friendfhip,  nor  with  the  endearments  of 
ffcmily  love;  but  rather  originates  from  them,  like 
circles  on  the  water,  widening  as  they  flow  from  one 
fcommon  centre.    Nor  will  the  filial,  parental,  or 
maternal  charities  damp  the  fervour  of  our  piety  to 
the  Father  of  the  univerfe;  or  abate  our  gratitude 
o  the  great  Bond  of  our  union,  and  the  Author  of 
•*  deareft  enjoyments.    The  prefent  life  is  only  the 
commencement  of  thofe  improvements  in  knowledge 
goodnefs,  which  we  fhall  progreilively  make 

VOL.  I.  —  . 
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through  all  eternity.  And  as  our  kindred  and  friends 
are,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  the  companions  of  our 
journey  here,  and  the  obje&s  of  our  moft  virtuous 
affections;  is  it  not  probable  that  they  will  continue 
to  be  fuch  hereafter ;  and  that  we  fliall  not  only  find 
them  our  crown  of  rejoicing,  but  that  it  will  be  our 
divinefl  pleafure  to  promote  the  advancement  of  each 
other  in  piety,  glory,  and  felicity  ?  The  Scriptures 
fpeak  not  explicitly  concerning  this  interefting  point ; 
but  there  are  a  variety  of  pafTages  in  the  New  Tefta- 
ment,  which  evidently  imply,  that  good  men  "  will  be 
"  happy  hereafter,  in  the  fame  feats  of  joy;  will  live 
"  under  the  fame  perfett  government;  and  be  mem- 
"  bers  of  the  fame  heavenly  fociety.  Will  not  then 
"  our  nearefl  relations  be  acceffible  to  us?  And  if 
"  acceffible,  fliall  we  not  fly  to  them,  and  mingle 
"  our  hearts  and  fouls  again?" 

"  The  Theflalonians,  a  little  before  St.  Paul  wrote 
"  his  firft  Epiflle  to  them,  had  loll  fome  of  their 
"  friends  by  death.  In  thefe  circumftances  he  ex- 
*'  horts  them  not  to  for  row  like  others  %vbo  had  no 
"  hope;  becaufe  they  might  conclude  certainly  from 
"  the  death  and  refurrecYion  of  Jefus,  that  thofe  who 
"  bad  Jlept  in  him,  God  would  hereafter  bring  with 
es  him.  He  tells  them  by  the  word  of  the  Lord,  or 
"  as  from  immediate  revelation,  that  a  period  was 
"  coming,  when  Christ  would  defcend  from  heaven 
"  with  a  foout,  with  the  voice  of  the  archangel,  and 
'«  with  the  trump  of  God;  and  when  the  friends  they 
"  had  loft  fliould  be  railed  from  the,  dead,  and  to-t 


INSTRUCTIONS.  ]3j 

«  gether  with  themfelves,  ong*/  q> 

"  //*  Load  <«  //;«?  air,  and  to  live  for  ever  with  him. 
"  But  what  I  have  in  view,  is  more  diftintfly  alTerted 
"in  the  fecond  chapter  of  this  Epiftle,  verfe  i9. 
"  For  what  is  our  hope,  our  joy,  our  crown  of  re. 
6i  joking?    Are  not  even  ye  in  the  prefence  of  our 
"  Lord  Jefus  at  his  coming?    It  is  raoft  piain]y  im_ 
["  plied  in  thefe  words,  that  the  apoftle  expend  to 
|  fee  and  know  again  his  Theffalonian  converts,  at 
I «  Christ's  fecond  coming.    The  fame  remark  may 
"  be  made  on  his  words  to  the  Corinthians.  Knowing 
"  that  he  who  raifed  up  the  Lord  Jefus,  Jhall  raife  us 
f  "P  alI°  b  7'f«s,  andprefent  us  with  you.    As  you 
?  have  acknowledged  us  in  part,  that  we  are  your 
'  rejoicing,  even  fo  ye  alfo  are  ours  in  the  day  of  the 
<  Lord  Jefus."*  JJ 

Thus  it  appears,  that  the  pleafing  idea  of  a  re- 
m.on  with  our  virtuous  relations  and  friends,  in  the 
Mure  life,  is  agreeable  to  the  natural  expectations  of 
rankmd;  neceffary  to  the  exercife  of  our  moft  dis- 
nguifhed  moral  powers;  and  favourable  to  every 
tntiment  of  gratitude,  devotion,  and  piety.  Reve. 
tion  feems  alfo  to  confirm  what  reafon  fo  much 
proves;  and  I  hope,  my  dear  Alexis,  your  mind  is 
m  no  longer  difquieted  with  defpondency  or  fear. 
Idulge  the  generous  affections  of  your  heart;  cherilh 
e  filial  and  fraternal  love  with  which  it  glows - 
fvate  the  valuable  friendships  you  have  formed,' 
'd  be  affured  that  what  conflitutes  your  prefent, 
Se«  Price's  Di/Tertations  on  Providence,  Prayer,  &c.  p.  *33. 
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will  heighten  your  future  felicity.  But  remember 
that  your  union  in  the  heavenly  world  can  only  be 
with  the  worthy  and  the  good,  and  be  cautious  to 
form  no  clofe  attachments,  but  fuch  as  will  merit 
perpetuity.  If  death  match  from  you  a  beloved 
friend,  whilfl  you  lament  the  lofs,  forroiu  not  as  one' 
without  hope  or  confolation.  The  feparation,  however 
painful,  will  be  but  for  afeafon;  and  you  will  have  a 
kindred  fpirit  in  the  regions  ofblifs,  to  welcome  your 
arrival  there,  and  to  condu&.yon  into  the  glorious 
prefence  of  the  Sovereign  of  the  univerfe. 

"  Of  prceclarum  diem,  (fays  Cicero)  cum  ad  illud 
"  divinum  animorum  concilium  coetumque  projicifcar  / 
"  cumque  ex  hac  turba  et  colluvione  difcedam!  profi- 
"  cifcar  enim  ad  Catoncm  meum,  quo  nemo  vir  melior 
"  natus  ejlf  nemo  pietate  prajiantior.1" — Cic.  de 
Sene&ute. 

WARMTH  IN  ARGUMENT. 

LORD  Shatefbury,  I  remember,  in  his  Chara&e- 
riftics,  relates  the  flory  of  a  clown,  who  was  prefen 
at  the  debates  of  the  Do&ors  in  the  Univerfity  oU 
Oxford.    Though  he  was  equally  a  ftranger  to  tiro 
fubjefts  and  the  language,  he  feemed  to  liflen  witll 
great  attention,  and  to  receive  much  pleafure  fronlj 
them.    A  gentleman  commoner  who  flood  near  him  I 
and  obferved  the  emotions  exprefled  in  his  counte  { 
nance,  enquired  what  amufement  he  could  find  i ! 
hearing  fuch  difputes,  fince  it  was  impoihble  that  b  I 
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fliould  even  know  to  which  fide  the  victory  inclined? 
"  Sir,"  replied  the  clown,  "  /  am  notfuch  a  fool  as 
"  you  Imagine  me  to  be  %  for  I  can  eafily  fee  who  is 
"jirjl  put  into  a  pajfion."  Common  fenfe  dictated 
this  obfervation  to  the  countryman,  that  he  who  was 
fuperior  in  argument  would  maintain  his  compofure 
pfmmd;  whilft  his  antagonift  would  naturally  be- 
come violent  and  angry,  becaufe  unable  to  iupport; 
his  caufe  by  the  force  of  reafon. 

HABITS  OF  SENSUALITY  MAY  BE  FORMED  IN 
EARLY  YOUTH. 

FlORIO  and  Alonzo  were  fchoolfellows,  and  infe- 
parable  companions  at  Eton.    They  were  both  pro- 
fufely  fupplied  with  money  by  their  too  indulgent 
parents;  and  they  fpent  it  not  in  the  purfuit  of  a&ive 
diverfions,  in  the  purchafe  of  books,  or  in  the  offices 
of  humanity ;  but  in  cakes,  tarts,  and  fweetmeats. 
With  thefe  they  continually  glutted  themfelves;  and 
»as  the  head  is  always  ftupified  when  the  ftomach  is 
i overloaded,  they  were  the  greateft  dunces  in  the 
Sfchool.    Florio,  whofe  powers  of  digeftion  were 
much  feebler  than  thofe  of  his  friend,  became  pale 
and  emaciated  as  he  grew  in  ftature.    His  appetite 
Was  nice  and  delicate;  and  he  loathed  every  kind  of 
•ood,  but  fuch  as  afforded  the  moft  favoury  and  ex- 
lufite  relifh.    I  have  feen  him  rife  from  a  good 
linner  without  eating  a  fingle  morfel,  becaufe  the 
neat  was  plainly  drelfed,  and  the  fauces  had  no 
'cgnancy.    Thus  he  often  ftarved  in  the  midft  of 
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plenty;  and  loft  the  only  enjoyment  which  life  was 
capable  of  affording  to  his  vitiated  tafte.  His  fortune 
was  foon  expended  in  the  gratification  of  his  palate; 
and  he  was  reduced  to  practice  the  meanefl  arts  to 
obtain  fupplies  for  frefli  indulgences.  He  has  been 
known  to  purchafe  an  ortolan  with  the  guinea  which 
he  begged  as  charity ;  and  to  give  for  a  difli  of  green 
peafe  a  much  larger  fum,  with  which  he  was  entrufted 
for  the  relief  of  a  friend  in  diftrefs.* 

Alonzo,  whofe  ftrength  of  conflitution  converted 
into  nourilhment  the  unwholefome  paftry  which  he 
fo  greedily  devoured,  became  lufty  and  corpulent; 
but  his  complexion  was  wan,  his  flefh  bloated,  and 
his  belly  unnaturally  fwoln.  His  appetite  was  rather 
voracious  than  nice ;  and  he  confumed  as  much  food 
at  one  meal,  as  would  have  fufficed  with  temperance 
for  three.  He  died  of  an  apoplexy,  at  the  age  of 
thirty;  having  gorged  himfelf  with  fuch  quantities  of 
meat,  at  a  public  entertainment,  as  occafioned  aludden 
ceflation  of  the  animal  and  vital  functions. 

Senfuality  is  a  vice  which  contaminates  the  body, 
deprefles  the  underltanding,  deadens  the  moral  feel* 
ings  of  the  heart,  and  degrades  the  human  fpecies 
from  the  exalted  rank  which  they  hold  in  the 
creation.!    It  is  {hocking  to  read  the  examples  of  it, 

*  This  fa&  is  related  of  the  late  Theophilus  Cibber. 

f  "  Vides  ut  pallidus  omnis 

"  Ccena  defurgat  dubia?  quin  corpus  onuftum 
"  Hefternis  vitiis  animum  quoque  pragravat  una, 
»  Atque  aifigit  humo  diyinre  particulam  aura." 

Hor.  Sat.  II.  lib.  ii.  vcr.  76, 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


135 


which  both  ancient  and  modern  hiftory  afford;  and 
as  the  Spartans  ufed  to  make  their  flaves  drunk,  to 
difplay  to  their  children  the  folly  and  odioufnefs  of 
intemperance,  I  fliall  recite  a  few  inftances  of  extra- 
•  vagance  in  eating,  as  the  befl:  leffons  of  moderation 
and  abflinence. 

Lucullus,  a  Roman  general,  kept  the  mod  magni- 
]  ficent  table,  and  was  ferved  in  the  fame  fumptuous 
i  manner,  even  when  no  guefts  were  invited.  His 
:  fteward  one  day  made  an  apology  for  the  dinner, 
\  which  was  lefs  fplendid  than  ufual,  and  hoped  it 
vwould  be  excufed,  as  there  was  no  company.  "  Did 
you  not  know,"  faid  the  Epicure,  "  that  Lucullus 
'"was  to  eat  with  Lucullus  to-day?"    Cicero  and 
FPompey  had  heard  much  of  his  mode  of  living,  and 
tthey  were  determined  to  furprife  him,  by  going  with- 
out notice  to  partake  of  his  entertainment.  He 
ordered  the  dinner  to  be  ferved  in  the  hall  of  Apollo; 
and  it  was  prepared  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  and  with  fo 
much  opulence,  as  aftonifhed  his  vifitors.    The  hall 
■)f  Apollo  was  a  private  direction,  underflood  by 
he  cooks  to  imply  that  the  feaft  Ihould  amount  to 
[near  1200I.  fterling.* 

Mark  Anthony  paffed  his  time  in  revels  and  enter- 
linments,  whilfl:  he  was  with  Cleopatra  in  Egypt. 
I  young  Greek,  then  profecuting  the  ftudy  of  phyfic 
M  Alexandria,  had  the  curiofity  to  go  into  his  kitchen, 
'here  he  faw  eight  wild  boars  roafting  at  the  fame 

Plut.  in  Lucullo.  Dr.  Arbuthnot  eftimates  the  expence  n% 

J>6i4  :  11  :  g. 
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time  before  the  fire.  .  He  enquired  what  number  of 
guefts  were  to  be  at  fupper.  Not  more  than  ten, 
faidan  officer,  fmiling;  but  it  is  neceffary  that  every 
part  of  the  animal  fliould  be  brought  to  the  table  in. 
exquifite  perfection.* 

Clodius  iEfopus,  the  mod  famous  tragedian  that 
ever  appeared  on  the  Roman  ftage,  aud  who  acquired 
a  princely  fortune  by  his  profeffion  as  an  a&or,  had 
one  difli  which  coft  fc  thoufand  feftertia,  that  is,  four 
thoufand  eight  hundred  pounds  fterling.f    It  con, 
fifted  of  the  choice!!  and  dearefl;  fmging-birds,  brought 
perhaps  from  the  raoft  diftant  provinces  of  the  empire. 
The  name  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  is  not,  at  this  time, 
more  famous  amongfl  philofophers  than  that  of  Apicius 
was  formerly  with  the  Roman  epicures.  The  capital 
of  the  world  had  the  honour  of  giving  birth,  at  dif- 
ferent periods  of  time,  to  three  of  this  denomination, 
who  were  all  celebrated  for  their  gluttony.   The  one 
who  was  moll  eminent  lived  under  the  reigns  of 
Auguftus  and  Tiberius,  and  read  public  lectures  on 
the  art  of  fenfuality.    He  was  the  inventor  of  a  cake 
which  was  called  by  his  name;  and  he  wrote  an 
elaborate  treatife  on  the  methods  of  Simulating  the 
appetite,  de  gula  irritgmentis.    Hiltorians  of  credit 
alTert,  that  he  failed  from  Minturnas  in  Campania  to 
Africa,  with  no  other  view  than  to  tafte  of  a  fpecies 
of  oyfters,  reported  to  be  much  larger  and  more 
delicious  than  any  on  the  coafl:  of  Italy;  but  that 

*  Plut. 

•\  See  PJin.  lib.  x.  c,  Co,  Arbuthnot  on  Coins,  p.  ijs- 
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£nding  he  had  received  falfe  information,  he  returned 
immediately,  without  condefcending,  and  probably 
without  feeling  the  lead  curiofity,  to  go  on  ihore. 
After  fquandering  immenfe  fums  of  "money  in  the 
irlofl:  fliameful' luxury,*  he  poifoned  himfelf,  from  an 
apprehenfion  of  being  ftarved,  though  he  had  a  very 
ample  fortune  remaining. 

The  emperor  Heliogabalus,  that  monfter  of  cru- 
elty and  beftiality,  is  faid  to  have  had  the  brains  of 
feveral  hundred  oftrich.es  dreiTed  for  one  difh.f  But 
it  is  painful  to  relate  fuch  inftances  of  depravity. 

*  £%oj,ic)i  :  13  :  4-~according  to  Dr.  Arbutlinot's  calculation. 

f  Senfuality  feemsto  be  a  weed  which  fprings  up  in  every  foil, 
and  has  been  difcovered  where  opulence  and  the  arts  of  luxury  arc 
litde  known,  and  where  we  mould  expect  to  meet  only  with  the 
fimplicity  of  nature.  The  following  paflage  from  Mr.  Forfter's 
Voyage  to  the  SouthfSeas  will  evince  the  truth  of  this  obfervation* 
and  exhibit  a  new  mode  of  Epicurifm : — 

"  Our  walk  continued  along  the  more  (of  Otaheite)  beyond 
*'  another  morai,  much  like  the  firft,  to  a  neat  houfe,  where  a  very 
"  fat  map,  who  feemed  to  be  a  chief  of  the  diftrict,  was  lolling  011 
"  his  wooden  pillow.  Before  him  two  fervants  were  preparing  his 
"  defert,  by  beating  up  with  water  fome  bread-fruit  and  bananas,  in  * 

a  large  wooden  bowl,  and  mixing  with  it  a  quantity  of  the  fer- 
"  mented  four  pafte  of  bread-fruit  called  mahei.  The  conhftence 
"  of  this  mixture  was  fuch  that  it  could  not  properly  be  called  a 
"  drink ;  and  the  inftrument  with  which  they  made  it,  was  a  peftle 
"  of  a  black  polilhed  Hone,  which  appeared  to  be  a  kind  of  bafaltes- 
"  While  this  was  doing,  a  woman  who  fat  near  him  crammed 
"  down  his  throat  by  handfuls  the  remains  of  a  large  baked  fifh, 
"  and  feveral  bread-fruits,  which  he  fwallowed  with  a  voracious 
"  appetite.  His  countenance  was  the  picture  of  phlegmatic  infen- 
"  hbility,  and  feemed  to  witnefs  that  all  his  thoughts  centered  in 
"  the  care  of  his  paunch.  Hefcarce  deigned  to  look  at  us;  and  a 
"  few  monofyllables  which  he  uttered,  were  only  directed  to  re- 
$  mind  his  feeders  of  their  duty  when  we  attracted  their  attention," 
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The  mind  fickens  at  the  contemplation  of  rational 
and  immortal  beings,  funk  fo  low  in  the  fcale  of  ani- 
mated nature:  and  it  feems  almoft  neceffary  to  vin- 
dicate the  honour  of  our  fpecies,  by  placing  in  contraft 
a  few  oppofite  examples. 

Timotheus,  an  Athenian  commander  of  the  molt 
diftinguiflied  reputation,  was  invited  to  fup  with  Plato. 
The  philofopher  entertained  him  with  a  decent  but 
frugal  repaft;  feafoned  however  with  fuch  cheerful 
and  inftruclive  converfation,  as  made  the  general 
highly  delighted  with  his  reception.  When  he  met 
Plato  the  fucceeding  day  in  the  city,  he  accofted  him 
in  a  moll  friendly  manner,  and  thanked  him  for  the 
peculiar  entertainment  which  he  had  enjoyed.  "  For 
*'  your  feaft,"  fan  he,  "  was  not  only  grateful  whilft 
"  it  lafted,  but  has  left  a  relifh  which  continues  to 
*'  this  moment."* 

Socrates  ufed  to  fay,  that  he  ate  to  live,  and  left 
to  others  the  fenfual  fatisfaftion  of  living  only  to  eat. 
Having  invited  a  company  of  friends  to  fupper,  his 
wife  Xantippe  was  afliamed  of  the  humble  fare  pro- 
vided for  them.  "  Be  not  anxious  on  that  account,*' 
faid  Socrates ;  "  for  if  my  vifitors  be  men  of  tempe- 
"  ranee  and  underftanding,  they  will  be  well  fatisfied; 
*c  and  if  they  be  of  an  oppofzte  character,  they  deferve 
"  no  indulgence."! 

When  Agefilaus,  king  of  Sparta,  was  prefented 
by  the  Thrafians  with  a'large  quantity  of  the  moft 
delicious  eatables  and  coftly  liquors,  he  directed  the 

*  Cicero,  f  Plutarch. 
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-whole  to  be  diftributed  amongft:  the  flaves  who  ferved 
in  the  camp.  The  Thafians  with  the  utmofl  furprife 
demanded  the  reafon  of  his  conducl;  and  he  nobly 
replied,  It  is  beneath  the  character  of  men  of  probity 
and  courage  to  provoke  and  corrupt  their  appetites  with 
dainties.  Such  delicacies  are  jit  only  for  Jlaves,  wlw 
afpire  to  no  higher  pleafures  than  thofe  of  eating  and 
drinking;  and  to  them  I  have  therefore  difpenfed your 
prefents* 

Alexander,  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  in  the  midft 
of  victories,  behaved  on  a  fimilar  occafion  with  equal 
wifdom  and  magnanimity.  For  when  Ada,  queen  of 
Caria,  fent  him  meats  drefled  in  the  mod  exquifite 
manner,  and  Ikilful  cooks  of  every  kind,  he  informed 
her  that  thefe  favours  were  of  little  value  to  him,  fmce 
his  governor,  Leonidas,  had  long  fince  furnifhed  him 
with  two  of  the  befl:  minifters  to  his  appetite,  tem- 
perance and  exercife. 

I  fhall  conclude  this  article  with  the  following  paf- 
fage  from  Petrarch,  a  celebrated  Italian  poet,  whofe 
fociety  was  courted  by  men  of  the  higheft  rank  ;  and 
who,  notwithstanding  he  had  free  accefs  to  the  lux- 
urious tables  of  Bifliops,  Cardinals,  Princes,  and 
Popes,  thus  expreffes  himfelf  concerning  the  pleafures 
of  eating: — "  I  prefer  the  moft  fimple  meats  prepared 
"  without  art  or  labour;  and  think  that  no  cheer  is 
*'  more  delicious  than  the  fruits  and  herbs  of  my 
(c  garden.  I  always  approved  a  tafte  conformable 
"  to  nature,    Not  that  I  diflike  a  good  repaft  now 

*  Plut, 
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"  and  then,  but  it  Ihould  come  very  rarely.  Among 
"  the  Romans,  before  the  conqueft  of  Afia,  the  cook 
*'  was  the  vileft  of  flaves:  would  to  God  they  had 
*'  never  conquered  that  part  of  the  world  which  fub- 
dued  them  by  its  foftnefs  and  luxury!" 

THE  GLUTTON. 

JTf-LE  Glutton  is  an  animal  of  the  Weafel  kind, 
and  is  fo  called  from  his  voracious  appetite.  He  is 
found  in  the  northern  parts  of  Europe,  Afia,  and 
America,  and  is  ufually  about  thr^e  feet  long,  and 
a  foot  and  a  half  high.  H's  body  is  long,  his  legs 
fhort;  and  he  takes  his  prey  by  fr.rprife,  and  not  by 
purfuit.  He  climbs  a  tree,  and  lurks  amongll  the 
thick  branches  of  it,  Until  a  deer,  or  fome  other  large 
animal  paries  underneath,  upon  vvhofe  back  he  im- 
petuoufly  cafls  himfelf;  and  remaining  there  firm 
and  unlhaken,  by  the  ftrength  and  (harpnefs  of  his 
claws,  he  eats  the  neck,  and  digs  a  palTage  to  the 
great  blood-vefTels  which  lie  in  that  part.  The  af- 
frighted and  agonizing  deer  flies  in  vain.  His  infa- 
tiable  fos  continues  to  feall  upon  him,  and  when  he 
drops,  leaves  him  not  till  he  has  confumed  the  whole 
carcafe.  When  the  ftomachof  the  glutton  has  been 
thus  gorged,  he  lies  torpid  feveral  days;  then  awakes 
again  to  afcend  fome  neighbouring  tree,  in  queft  of 
another  adventure. 

The  fkin  of  this  animal  is  covered  with  a  fur, 
which  is  highly  valued  for  its  beauty  and  luflre. 
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THE  ASS. 

THE  Duke  of  Bridgwater's  canal  terminates  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  Manchefter.  One  branch 
of  it  communicates  with  Liverpool,  by  tbje  river 
Merfey,  into  which  it  falls  below  Runcorn;  another 
is  carried  into  the  centre  of  his  Grace's  collieries  at 
Worfley,  and  by  means  of  it  this  town  and  neigh- 
bourhood are  fupplied  with  large  quantities  of  coal. 
Small  loads  are  permitted  to  be  fold,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  poor;  and  a  confiderable  number  of  little  carts, 
each  drawn  by  a  fingle  afs,  are  conflantly  employed 
to  convey  and  diftribute  this  article,  fo  neceflary  to 
the  comfort  and  even  to  the  fupport  of  life. 

One  frofty  day,  about  noon,  Euphronius  walked 
towards  the  Duke's  wharf,  accompanied  by  Alexis 
and  Jacobus.  As  they  were  defcending  a  flope  in 
the  road,  which  the  ice  had  rendered  almoft  as  flip- 
pery  as  glafs,  they  turned  on  one  fide  to  make  way 
for  an  afs,  with  a  cart  very  heavily  laden.  The  little 
animal  exerted  all  his  powers,  and  ftrained  every 
nerve  to  afcend  the  brow:  but  all  his  efforts  were  in 
vain:  his  feet  Aided,  he  fell  upon  his  knees,  and  the 
cart  rolled  down  the  declivity,  dragging  backwards 
the  affrighted  afs.  Provoked  at  this  difappointment, 
the  driver  lalhed  the  poor  bead  in  the  mod  unmer- 
ciful manner;  yet  could  not  by  his  utmoft  feverity 
urge  him  to  a  fecond  attempt.  He  remained  invin- 
cible and  immoveable;  and  as  if  equally  confcious 
of  his  inability  and  of  his  fervitude,  he  bore  with 
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patient  but  inert  fubmiflion  the  cruel  ftripes  that 
were  inflifted  on  him. 

Euphronius  interpofed  in  favour  of  the  afs,  but 
neither  reafon,  entreaty,  nor  menaces  availed;  and 
the  carter  continued  his  blows,  till  jacobus  offered 
the  few  halfpence  which  he  had  in  his  polTeffion,  to 
bribe  him  to  humanity.    The  little  party  now  proi 
ceeded  in  their  walk,  and  were  highly  entertained  with 
the  various  materials  for  the  manufactures  of  Man- 
chefter,  which  lay  piled  in  heaps  around  them.  Their 
refpeclive  ufes  were  confidered,  and  the  diverfified 
exertions  of  human  art  and  induftry  afforded  the  mod 
copious  and  pleafing  topics  of  convention.  Whilfb 
they  were  thus  engaged,  a  loud  huzza  was  heard, 
and  the  curiofity  of  Alexis  induced  him  to  pafs  on- 
wards to  a  number  of  men  from  whom  it  proceeded, 
and  who  were  Handing  together  in  a  circle  on  the 
wharf.    Juft  as  he  approached  them,  another  fhout 
of  joy  was  raifed,  and  he  learned  that  each  individual 
prefent  was  deciding,  by  the  throw  of  a  halfpenny, 
whether  the  mule  or  afs  employed  in  his  cart  mould 
have  a  feed  of  corn  at  noon,  or  whether  the  value 
of  the  provender  mould  be  applied  tc  the  purchafe 
of  fpirituous  liquors  for  himfelf:  and  whenever  chance 
proved  favourable  to  injuftice  and  debauchery,  the 
whole  crowd  united  in  the  cry  of  exultation.  Eu- 
phronius, mocked  with  this  account,  retired  from  the 
wharf,  deeming  it  in  vain  to  expostulate  with  men 
who  appeared  to  be  devoid  of  all  humanity,  and  who 
would  have  filenced  his  remonftrances  by  rudenefs 
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and  abufe.    But  to  his  fons,  as  they  walked  along,' 
he  explained  and  enforced  the  indifpenfable  obliga- 
tion we  are  under  to  provide  fufficient  fupplies  of 
food  for  every  creature  that  is  dependent  on  us:  and 
he  quoted  the  divine  command,  Thou  Jhalt  not  muzzle 
the  ox  when  he  treadeth  out  the  corn,  as  extending  to 
all  the  animals  which  are  fubfervient  to  our  benefit. 
!  Intereft,  indeed,  with  refpedl:  to  many  of  them,  hath 
conftrained  us  to  pay  fome  attention  to  this  duty: 
but  the  poor  afs  feems  to  be  regarded  as  an  outcaft 
of  nature;  and  after  a  day  of  toil  and  drudgery,  he 
is  turned  into  the  lanes,  during  the  hours  which  fliould 
be  devoted  to  fleep,  to  collecl:  a  fcanty  and  precarious 
;meal,  which  ferves  rather  to  excite  than  to  fatisfy  the 
:cravings  of  his  appetite.  His  iamenefs,  humility,  and 
patience,  inftead  of  raifmg  pity  and  regard,  have  ex- 
pofed  him  to  contempt,  to  infult,  and  oppreffion.  We 
;defpife  his  fervices,  becaufe  they  are  purchafed  cheaply ; 
we  overload  him  with  our  burdens,  becaufe  he  is  paf- 
five  under  them;  we  fcourge  him  with  capricious, 
feverity,  becaufe  he  fubmits  to  the  rod;  and  we  deny 
him  proper  fuftenance,  becaufe  he  is  tolerant  of  hun- 
ger, and  contented  with  the  weeds  which  other  ani- 
mals rejeft.    Yet  is  the  afs,  in  that  flate  of  freedom 
for  which  nature  formed  him,  active,  fierce,  and  im-. 
petuous.    In  the  deferts  of  Lybia  and  Numidia,  and 
m  fome  parts  of  South-America,  when  purfued  by 
■the  hunter,  he  runs  with  amazing  fwiftnefs,  and  nei- 
ther declivities  nor  precipices  can  flop  his  career.  I£ 
stacked,  he  defends  hijnfelf  with  courage  and  intra- 
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pidity;  but  the  moment  he  is  overpowered,  his  fpirie 
becomes  depreffed,  his  ferocity  deferts  him,  and  he 
fooit  contracts  the  dulnefs  and  ftupidity  which  cha- 
racterize his  fpecies  in  all  thofe  countries  where  he  is 
reduced  to  fervitude. 

The  Perfians  efteem  his  flefh  a  very  delicate  repaftj 
but  a  warm  climate  feems  to  be  necelTary  to  its  ten- 
dernefs  and  flavour.  In  proportion  to  his  bulk,  the 
afs  is  ftronger  than  the  horfe;  he  is  alfo  more  healthy, 
■and  lefs  liable'  to  (tart  or  (tumble.  He  is  fond  of  his 
mailer,  although  fo  often  abufed  by  him;  fcents  him 
at  a  diftance,  and  diftinguiflies  him  from  others  in  a 
crowd.  His  eyes  are  remarkably  good,  and  his  fenfe 
of  hearing  is  acute.  The  nicety  of  this  animal  is 
worthy  of  notice.  He  drinks  only  of  the  cleareft 
llreams,  and  without  putting  his  nofeinto  the  water; 
fears  to  wet  his  feet„  and  turns  out  of  the  way  to 
avoid  the  miry  parts  of  a  road.  The  period  of  his 
life  extends  from  twenty  to  thirty  years.  Mr.  BufFon 
fays,  that  the  Ihe-afs  exceeds  the  male  in  longevity, 
which  he  afcribes  to  the  relaxation  of  her  flavery 
during  the  feafons  of  pregnancy.  But  the  fame 
obfervation  has  been  made  of  the  hare,  which  lives 
in  a  ftate  of  nature;  and  it  may  perhaps  hold  true  of 
a  variety  of  Other  animals.  "  In  the  human  fpecies  it 
*'  has  been  fully  evinced,  that  the  life  of  males  is  much 

more  frail  thau  that  of  females,  even  in  the  earlielt 
"  ftages  of  it,  antecedent  to  all  hardfhip  or  excefs."* 

*  See  Dr.  Price's  Treatife  on  Reverfionary  Payments,  and  the 
author's  obfemitions  on  the  ftate  of  Population  in  Manchefter,  an4 
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The  /kin  of  the  afs  is  firm  and  elaftic.  Sieves, 
drums,  fhoes,  and  a  fort  of  parchment  for  pocket- 
books,  are  made  of  it.    The  Orientals  alfo  manufac- 
ture it  into  what  we  call  fliagreen.    It  is  probable 
that  the  bones  of  this  animal,  like  the  hide,  are  of  a 
very  iolid  and  compact  texture.    The  ancients  formed 
them  into  flutes,  and  they  are  faid  to  have  been  pe- 
■  cul.arly  fonorous.    Ak's  milk  differs  effentially  from 
that  of  the  cow.    It  is  neither  difpofed  to  turn  four 
:nor  is  it  capable  of  being  reduced  to  a  curd,  though 
by  ftandmg,t  depofits  a  mucilaginous  part,  and  af- 
fords a  confiderable  quantity  of  xvhey.    Very  little 
::ream  ,s  obtained  from  it,  and  this  cream  is  not  con- 

vertfle  '^^^    If  ^  *'hey  be  evaporated,  it 
nelds  a  much  larger  proportion  of  faline  and  faccha- 
i«ne ^matter  than  the  milk  of  any  other  animal.   From  ' 
tefe  qualities  are  derived  the  well-known  medicinal 
owers  of  afs's  milk. 

PRIDE  AND  PEDANTRY. 

ULIUS  returned  from  Cambridge  elated  with 
rtam  academical  honours  which  had  been  conferred 
W    m'    He  had  anticipated  in  his  imagination 
*  joy  with  which  he  frould  infpire  his  parents,  the 
WatuIatioM  of  his  friends,  and  the  refpedl  and 
fence  which  would  be  fhewn  him  by  all  his  former 
"npanions.    Full  of  fuch  ideal  importance,  he  re- 
eved the  compliments  of  thofe  who  came  to  vifit 
Miaccnt  places  5  Eflays  Philofophical,  Medical,  and  Exp* 
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him,  with  haughty  civility  and  mortifying  condefcen- 
fion.    Inftead  of  obliging  inquiribs  concerning  their 
families  or  connexions,  he  talked  to  them  only. of 
himfelf,  or  of  his  college  acquaintance,  and  eagerly 
feized  every  opportunity  of  difplaying  the  fnperiority 
of  his  knowledge,  and  the  eftimation  in  which  he  was 
held  by  the  profeffors,  and  by  fellow-commoners  of 
the  higheft  rank.    His  vanity  and  oftentation  foon 
excited  univerfal  difguft;  and  his  pertnefs  and  paffion 
for  difputing  involved  him  in  numberlefs  quarrels. 
Whatever  opinion  was  advanced,  he  immediately  con- 
troverted  itj  and  by  puzzling  his  autagonifl  with 
definitions  and  logical  diftinftions,  he  feldom  faded  to 
obtain  a  victory,  and  to  create  an  enemy.    He  had 
unfortunately  adopted  that  fyftem  of  fceptical  ph.Io- 
fophy,  which  denies  exigence  to  matter;   and  he 
ftrenuoufly  maintained,  that  all  external  objefts  are 
only  things  perceived  by  fcrifc:  and  what  do  we 
perceive,  faid  he,  but  our  own  ideas  and  fenfations. 
What  are  light  and  colours,  heat  and  cold,  extenfioq 
and  figure,  but  fo  many  fenfations,  ideas,  or  mentu 
impreffions  ?    It  Is  impoffible,  even  in  thought,  tt 
feparate  thefe  from  perception;  and  no  truth  can  hi 
more  felf-evident,  than  that  art  the  forms  of  bod; 
are  mere  phantafms,  and  have  their  exiftence  m  th 
mind  alone.*  By  the  frequent  and  tmfeafonable  intro 
duaion  of  thefe  opinions,  fo  contradictory  to  the  am 
mon  fenfe  and  conviction  of  mankind,  he  damped  W 
pleafures  of  fecial  intercourfe,  and  became  burdei 
*  See  Bifliop  Berkely  and  Mr.  Hume. 
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fame  to  the  whole  circle  of 'his  father's  friends.  It 
happened  in  the  month  of  January,  that  he  was  in- 
vited to  dine,  with  many  other  gentlemen,  at  the 
houfe  of  Sempronius,  who  rellded  in  the  country. 
The  day  was  intenfely  cold,  and  the  ground  was  co- 
vered with  mow.    Julius,  as  he  rode  along,  foon 
entered  upon  his  favourite  topic,  with  the  companions 
of  his  vifit,  and  ridiculed  them  for  fliivering  at  what 
Jie  had  proved  to  be  only  a  conceit  of  their  own 
■minds.    Whilft  he  was  laughing  at  their  folly,  his 
horfe  plunged  into  a  deep  drift,  and  overwhelmed 
himfelf  and  his  rider  with  fnow.    Julius,  terrified 
with  the  accident,  called  aloud  for  affiftance,  but  his 
fellow-travellers  were  for  fome  time  deaf  to  his  en- 
treaties.    They  retorted  his  jokes,  and  would  not 
attempt  to  extricate  him,  till  he  was  ftarved  into  a 
confeffion  of  the  reality  of  cold.    The  fnow  had 
penetrated  his  clothes,  and  his  boots  were  filled  with 
water:  he  therefore  haftened  forward  to  the  houfe 
of  Sempronius,  where  having  changed  his  garments, 
and  being  feated  at- the  table,  near  a  glowing  fire, 
he  foon  baniflied  all  recollection  of  his  late  misfortune. 
The  entertainment  was  plentiful  and  elegant,  and  the 
guefts  found  their  appetites  fliarpened  by  the  weather* 
and  by  the  ride  which  they  had  taken.    Julius  was 
exceedingly  hungry,  and  was  beginning  to  fall  vo 
racioufly  upon  a  flice  of  beef,  to  which  he  had  been 
helped,  when  his  fervant  called  off  his  attention,  by 
a  meffage  that  he  delivered  to  him.    His  face  being 
turned  afide  from  the  table,  the  gentleman  on  his 


K.  2 


148    •  a  father's 

right  hand  conveyed  away  the  piece  of  beef,  and 
appropriated  it  to  his  own  ufe.    Julius  now  renamed 
with  eagernefs  his  knife  and  fork,  but  finding  his 
plate  empty,  he  complained  in  bitter  terms  of  the" 
depredation  which  had  been  committed.    The  feaft 
was  fufpended,  and  all  who  were  prefent  rejoiced  in 
the  difappointment  of  Julius.    They  urged  to  him, 
that  eating  zvas  an  ideal  pleafure,  and  that  fpirit  can 
require  no  fu/lenance.    Sempronius  however  politely 
retrained  the  general  mirth  on  this  occafion,  becaufe 
it  was  enjoyed  at  the  expence  of  an  individual,  who 
had  a  claim  to  his  good  offices  and  protection;  and 
he  fent  him  a  frefli  fupply  of  beef.    When  the  cra- 
vings of  nature  were  fatisfied,  Julius  began  to  feel 
that  he  was  feated  too  near  the  fire ;  he  duril  not, 
however,  exprefs  his  uneafinefs,  left  he  fliould  draw 
upon  himfelf  fome  new  mortification.    But  the  heat 
at  length  became  intolerable,  and  he  ftarted  up  from 
his  feat,  exclaiming  that  he  fliould  be  burnt  to  death. 
Vain,  however,  was  the  attempt  to  change  his  fitua- 
tion.    The  chair  in  which  he  had  been  fitting  was 
clofely  wedged  by  the  two  contiguous  ones,  and  he 
flood  a  laughing-flock  for  the  whole  company.  Fire 
has  no  warmth  in  it,  faid  one  to  him:  look  through  the 
windows,  faid  another,  and  the  fnow  which  you  be- 
hold on  the  diftant  hills  will  correft  your  perception 
of  heat,  by  the  contrary  perception  of  cold!  Julius 
could  no  longer  endure  the  raillery  which  was  poured 
upon  him.    Jrie  forcibly  pufhed  back  his  chair,  and 
took  his  leave  of  the  company,  by  alluring  them,  that 
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for  the  future  it  mould  be  his  maxim  to  think  with 
the  wife,  and  talk  with  the  vulgar. 

Julius  had  acquired  great  credit  at  Cambridge  by 
his  compofitions.     They  were  elegant,  animated, 
and  judicious;  and  feveral  prizes  at  different  times 
had  been  adjudged  to  him.    An  oration  which  he 
delivered  the  week  before  he  left  the  univerfity,  had 
been  honoured  with  particular  applaufe;  and  on  his 
return  home,  he  was  impatient  to  gratify  his  vanity, 
and  to  extend  his  reputation,  by  having  it  read  to  a 
number  of  his  father's  literary  friends.    A  party  was 
therefore  collected,  and  after  dinner  the  manufcript 
was  produced.    Julius  declined  the  office  of  reader, 
becaufe  he  had  contra&ed  a  hoarfenefs  on  his  journey  ; 
and  a  conceited  young  man  with  great  forwardnefs 
ofFered  his  fervices.    Whilft  he  was  fettling  himfelf 
on  his  feat,  licking  his  lips,  adjufting  his  mouth, 
hawking,  hemming,  and  making  other  ridiculous 
preparations  for  the  performance  which  he  had  un- 
dertaken, a  profound  filence  reigned  through  the 
company,  the  united  erfeft  of  attention  and  expecta- 
tion.   Alexis,  whom  Euphronius  had  carried  with 
him  to  this  entertainment,  employed  the  prefent  in- 
terval in  watching  the  countenance  of  Julius ;  and  he 
fympathized  in  the  anxiety  which  he  faw  exprefled 
in  every  feature  of  his  face.    The  reader  at  length 
began  j  but  his  tone  of  voice  was  fo-flirill  and  dmo- 
nant,  his  utterance  fo  vehement,  his  pronunciation  fo 
affefted,  his  emphafis  fo  injudicious,  and  his  accents 
were  fo  improperly  placed,  that  good  manners  alone 
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retrained  the  laughter  of  the  audience.  Julius  was 
all  this  while  upon  the  rack;  and  his  arm  was  more 
than  once  extended  to  fnatch  his  compofition  from 
the  coxcomb  who  delivered  it.  But  he  proceeded, 
with  full  confidence  in  his  own  elocution,  uniformly 
overftepping,  as  Shakefpeare  exprefles  it,  the  modefty 
of  nature, 

"  With  fludied  improprieties  of  fpeech, 
"  He  foars  beyond  the  hackney  critic's  reach  j 
"  To  epithets  allots  emphatic  date, 
"  Whilft  principals  ungrae'd  like  lacqaies  wait. 
*'  Conjunction,  prepofnion,  adverb  join, 
"  To  ftamp  new  vigour  on  the  nervous  line. 
.*'  In  monofyllables  his  thunders  roll; 
"  He,  she,  it,  and,  we,  ye,  they,  fright  the  foul." 

Churchill. 

When  the  oration  was  concluded,  the  gentlemen 
returned  their  thanks  to  the  author;  but  the  compli- 
ments which  they  paid  him  were  more  expreffive  of 
politenefs  and  civility  than  of  a  conviftion  of  his  merit. 
Indeed  the  beauties  of  his  compofition  had  been 
converted,  by  bad  reading,  into  blemifhes,  and  the 
fenfe  of  it  rendered  obfeure  and  even  unintelligible. 
Julius  and  his  father  could  not  conceal  their  vexation 
and  disappointment;  and  the  guefts  perceiving  that 
they  laid  them  under  a  painful  reftraint,  withdrew  as. 
foon  as  decency  permitted  to  their  refpe&ive  habitations. 

The  poet  has  obferved,  that 

if  Of  all  the  conquefls  which  vain  mortals  boaft, 
"  By  wit,  by  valour,  or  by  wifdom  won, 
"  The  firft  and  faireft  in  a  young  mail's  eye 
11  {s  woman's  captive  heart." 
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Julius  panted  for  fuch  a  vi&ory;  he  believed  him- 
felf  to  be  the  object  of  the  ladies'  admiration;  but 
\\  as  ambitious  to  be  diftinguiflied  by  their  love.  And 
he. offered  his  ardent  vows  at  the  flirine  of  every  fair 
damfel  with  whom  he  converfed.    Daphne,  however, 
was  the  haughty  maiden  whom  he  wiflied  mod  to 
fubdue.    Againft  her  heart  he  directed  all  the  amo- 
rous artillery  of  ancient  lore;  and  he  wooed  her,  not 
as  a  Venus  or  Minerva,  but  as  a  divinity,  who  united 
in  her  fmgle  perfon  the  graces  and  attributes  of  each 
nymph  and  goddefs  in  the  heathen  mythology.  But 
as  the  ideas  of  beauty  are  varied  by  time,  caprice, 
and  fafliion,  his  claflical  compliments  were  not  always 
acceptable.    Thus  when  he  afcribed  to  her  the 
coldnefs  of  Vefta,  and  the  chaftity  of  Diana,  {he 
hung  down  her  head  in  bafliful  confufion  ;  but  when 
in  the  poetical  language  of  Homer,  Horace,  Ovid, 
and  Tibullus,  he  praifed  her  oxen  eyes,  bu/hy  eye- 
brows, golden  trejfes,  and  plump  bofom,  flie  received 
with  difdain  the  incenfe  of  flattery,  which  was  for- 
merly fo  grateful  to  the  ladies  of  antiquity.  Forflie 
had  taken  infinite  pains  to  pluck  her  eye-brows,  to 
change  from  red  to  auburn  the  colour  of  her  hair, 
and  to  contract  her  bulk  by  the  trammels  of  whale- 
bone.   Julius,  in  reality,  was  not  the  favourite  of 
Daphne.    Modefly,  gentlenefs,    and  fimplicity  of 
manners,  were  charms  that  he  wanted,  to  render 
him  agreeable ;  and  her  heart  had  been  long  in  the 
poffeffion  of  a  youth  who  undervalued  a  prize  which 
he  had  too  eafily  obtained.    To  fix  her  roving  lover, 
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by  alarming  his  fears,  and  roufmg  his  jealoufy,  (he 
Mened  with  apparent  approbation  to  the  addreffes  of 
Julius;  and  his  boafting  foon  infured  the  fuccefs  of 
her  ftratagem.    As  he  was  flattening  to  her  houfe 
one  morning  with  ah.  ode  to  beauty,  which  he  had 
juft  written  in  imitation  of  Anacreon,  hefaw  her  at  a 
diftance,  paffing  out  of  a  private  door  of  the  church, 
habited  in  white,  and  accompanied  by  his  rival  in 
the  drefs  of  a  bridegroom.    As  one  thunder-ftruck, 
he  flood  appalled  and  motionjefs,  till  recovered  to 
his  fenfes  by  the  delivery  of  the  following  billet: 
"  Daphne,  perfuaded  that  Julius  courted  himfelf, 
"  and  not  her,  leaves  him  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
"  his  miftrefs,  who  will  remain  with  conftancy  the 
«  dear  objeft  of  his  vanity,  admiration,  and  love." 

Such  were  the  varied  mortifications  which  Julius 
fuffered.    By  degrees,  however,  they  produced  the 
mod  falutary  effefts  upon  his  mind;  correcting  his 
arrogance,  humbling  his  pride,  and  teaching  him  the 
art  of  felf-government.    Experience  convinced  him 
that  learning  is  only  refpefted,  when  it  is  rather 
concealed  than  often tatioufly  difplayed;  that  fuperi- 
ority,  when  affunjed,  is  feldom  admitted,  and  gene- 
rally  reje&ed  with  fcorn ;  and  that  to  make  others 
pleafed  with  us,  we  mult  endeavour,  by  attention 
and  proper  deference,  to  render  them  fatisfied  and 
pleafed  with  themfelves. 
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VANITY, 

I  ClCERO  left  Sicily,  where  he  had  been  quseftor, 
full  of  the  flattering  idea,  that  he  was  the  fubjeft  of 
•general  converfation  in  Italy;  and  that  he  mould 
every  where  be  honoured  with  marks  of  the  higheft 
diitin&ion,  for  the  wifdom  and  integrity  which  he  had 
difplayed   in   that  arduous   oflice.    He  happened 
to  pafs  through  Puzzoli,  in  the  feafon  when  crowds 
company  reforted  to  the  celebrated  baths  of  that 
)lace.    Pray  what  news?  faid  one  to  him.    Is  it 
ong  fince  you  came  from  Rome?    I  am  returning 
rom  my  province,  replied  Cicero,  with  great  fur- 
irize.    True,  obferved  another,  from  Africa.  No, 
nfwered  Cicero,    with    indignation,  from  Sicily. 
rou  furely  know,  interpofed  a  third,  that  he  has 
een  quajftor  at  Syracufe.    This  was  a  farther  in- 
ance  of  mortifying  ignorance,  for  his  province  lay 
i  a  different  part  of  the  ifland;  and  Cicero,  abaftied 
)d  difgufted,  turned  away  from  the  company,  to 
/old  any  more  interrogations.    Reflection,  however, 
i  informs  us,  converted  this  difappointment  into  a 
flbn  of  inftruclion ;  and  he  derived  advantages  from 
,  which  overbalanced  the  Iofs  of  compliment  and 
Imiration.* 

KNOWLEDGE. 

\BOUT  ten  years  fince,  Mr.  Charles  Miller,  of 
e  botanic  garden  at  Cambridge,  raifed  from  a  fingle 
*  Vid.  Cic.  Orat.  pro.  Plane. 
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grain  of  wheat,  in  a  fpace  of  time  not  much  exceed- 
ing twelve  months,  three  pecks  and  three  quarters 
of  corn,  or  about  five  hundred  and  feventy-fix  thou- 
fand  eight  hundred  and  forty  grains.  An  aftonifhing 
multiplication!  produced  by  repeatedly  dividing  the- 
ftems,  feparating  the  fide-moots,  and  transplanting 
both. 

Not  Iefs  capable  of  increafe  is  every  feed  of  know- 
ledge, if  fown  in  a  fertile  underftanding,  and  culti- 
vated with  the  fame  afliduity,  Ikill,  and  perfeverance. 
Demooftrate  to  the  human  mind  the  exiftence  of 
Gon,  and  from  this  root  all  the  attributes  of  the' 
Divinity  branchforth ;  his  unity,  fpirituality,  eternity, 
immutability,  omnipotence,  omniprefence,  wifdom, 
julbce,  and  goodnefs ;  thefe  again  admit  of  endlefs 
fubdivifions,  each  enlarging  with  our  conceptions, 
and  affording  boundlefs  obje&s  of  contemplation. 

Philpfophy,  from  the  mod  common  appearance  in 
nature,  the  fall  of  bodies  to  the  ground,  rifes,  by  a 
patient  anulyjts,  to  the  great  law  of  gravitation ;  and 
having  eflablilhed  the  general  principle,  {he  extends 
it  over  the  univerfe,  explaining,  by  fynthcfis,  not  only 
the  phcenomena  of  this  earth,  but  the  revolutions  of 
the  whole  planetary  fyftem.  What  a  glorious  h.ir- 
veft  of  fcience  is  thus  opened  to  our  view  { 

,   "  Seiz'd  in  thought, 

«'  On  fancy's  wild  and  roving  wing  I  fail, 
"  From  the  green  borders  of  the  peopled  earth, 
<<  And  the  pale  moon,  her  duteous  fair  attendant; 
"  From  folitary  Mars ;  from  the  vail  orb 
•«  Of  Jupiter,  whofe  huge  gigantic  bulk 
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"  Dances  in  ether  like  the  lighteft  leaf ; 

• «  To  the  dim  verge,  the  fuburbs  of  the  fyftem, 

"  Where  cheerlefs  Saturn,  'midit  his  wat'ry  moons, 

f*  Girt  with  a  lucid  zone,  majeftic  fits 

"  In  gloomy  grandeur;  like  an  exil'd  queen 

"  Amongft  her  weeping  handmaids.    Fearlefs  thence 

"  I  launch  into  the  tracklefs  deeps  of  fpace, 

"  Where,  burning  round,  ten  thoufand  funs  appear, 

"  Of  elder  beam  ;  which  alk  no  leave  to  mine 

"  Of  our  terreftrial  ftar,  nor  borrow  light 

"  From  the  proud  regent  of  our  fcanty  day; 

"  Sons  of  the  morning,  firft-born  of  creation, 

"  And  only  lefs  than  Him  who  marks  their  track, 

"  And  guides  their  fiery  wheels.    Here  muft  I  flop, 

"  Or  is  there  aught  beyond?    What  hand  unfeen 

"  Impels  me  onward  through  the  glowing  orbs 

"  Of  habitable  nature;  far  remote, 

"  To  the  dread  confines  of  eternal  night, 

"  To  folitudes  ,of  vaft  unpeopled  fpace, 

"  The  deferts  of  creation,  wide  and  wild ; 

"  Where  embryo  fyftems  andunkindled  funs 

"  Sleep  in  the  womb  of  chaos?    Fancy  droops, 

"  And  thought  aftomfli'd  flops  her  bold  career." 

Mrs.  Baxbaui/d. 

But  if  we  defcend  from  the  fcale  of  immenfity,  and 
confider  the  oppofite  extreme  of  nature,  we  fliall  find 
that  the  gradations  of  minutenefs  are  infinite,  as  thofe 
of  magnitude;  and  that  they  furnifli  fubjeds  of 
fcience,  lefs  fublime  indeed,  but  equally  inexhauftible. 
Let  us  contemplate,  for  inftance,  the  various  clafles 
of  beings,  from  the  monflrous  hippopotamos  to  the 
fmalleft  animalcula  which  the  microfcope  has  yet 
difcovered,  and  we  fliall  perceive  the  evidence  of  this 
truth.  But  it  will  appear  ftill  more  ft.rik.ing  to  us, 
when  we  reflect  that  life  is  probably  extended  far 
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beyond  the  ken  of  the  moft  piercing  eye,  aided  by  the 
beft  magnifiers.  And  life,  by  analogy,  implies  that 
the  animals  are  endued  with  limbs,  which  confift  of 
rnufcles,  bones,  blood-veffels,  and  nerves.  Thefe 
again  have  their  component  parts,  the  divifibility  of 
which  feems  to  admit  of  no  limitation. 

Ethics  afford  a  fpacious  field  for  the  growth  and 
cultivation  of  the  choiceft  fcions  of  knowledge.  A 
celebrated  poet  remarks,  that  "  the  proper  ftudy  of 
mankind  is  man;"  and  this  ftudy  originates  from  the 
fmalleft  beginnings;  enlarges,  as  the  faculties  of  the 
mind  unfold  themfelves;  and  comprehends,  in  its 
progrefs,  all  the  powers  and  principles  which  actuate 
human  nature,  through  the  fuccefhve  ftages  of  exig- 
ence.   In  the  period  of  infancy,  the  appetites  and 
fenfes  are  developed,  exercifed,  and  ftrengthened ; 
they  give  information  of  lurrounding  objects ;  excite 
attention,  complacency,  furprize,  and  admiration^ 
and  the  notices  they  bring  are  treafured  in  the  ftore- 
houfe  of  the  memory.    By  the  frequent  repetition  of 
agreeable  iinpreffions,  certain  objects  become  pleafing 
and  familiar  to  the  young  fpeftator.    He  diftinguifhes 
his  parents,  brothers,  and  fifters;  is  uneafy  when  they 
are  ablent,  and  delighted  to  fee  them  again.  Thefe 
emotions  foon  conftitute  a  moral  attachment,  which 
reciprocal  endearments  heighten,  gratitude  confirms, 
and  habit  renders  indiflbluble.    The  amufements  of 
childhood,  and  the  active  purfuits  of  youth,  add 
every  day  fome  new  link  to  the  great  chain  of  focial 
love.    Connections  are  multiplied,  common  int,erefts' 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


157 


1 1  efhiblifhed,  mutual  dependencies  created;  and  the 
|  principles  of  fympathy,  friendfhip,  generofity,  and 
II  benevolence,  acquire  vigour  by  exertion,  and  energy 
i  by  being  uncontrouled.  The  powers  of  the  under- 
f|  {landing  and  imagination  now  expand  themfelves; 
i\  curiofity  is  awakened,  and  directed  to  other  objects 
befides  thofe  of  fenfe;  emulation  rouzes;  the  third 
Sj  of  knowledge  ftimulates;  and  thetafte  for  beauty,  in 
1  all  her  varied  forms,  allures  the  mind  to  ftudy  and 
|  contemplation.  The  fcenes  of  nature,  at  this  period 
l»«f  life,  are  viewed  with  peculiar  admiration  and  de- 
jjj  light;  and  thefigns  of  order,  wifdom,  and  goodnefs, 
■i  which  are  every  where  difcerned,  elevate  the  ideas 
I  to  the  great  Parent  of  the  univerfe,  the  fountain  of 
I  being,  and  the  origin  of  all  perfe&ion.  Devotion 

I  glows  in  the  heart ;  reverence  fills  the  thoughts;  and 

I I  piety  exalts  the  foul  to  an  intercourfe  with  God. 

Cherifti.  oh  generous  youth,  the  facred  flame,  thus 
kindled  in  thy  breaft!  It  will  be  a  light  to  thy  feet 9 
■and  a  lamp  to  thy  path;  will  illuminate  thy  faculties; 
fubtime  thy  virtues;  add  luftre  to  thy  profperity; 
and  difpel  wirh  cheering  beams  the  gloom  of  forrow 
land  adverfity. 

In  manhood,  thepurfuit  of  wealth  or  of  honour, 
tthe  duties  of  marriage,  the  cares  of  a  family,  and  the 
diverfified  offices  of  each  particular  rank  and  ftation, 
i call  forth  into  exertion  other  paffions,  or  vary  the 
Iforce  and  direction  of  thofe  already  experienced. 

Old  age  at  length  creeps  flowly  on.    The  ge- 
roerous  affections  abate  in  their  vigour  and  warmth; 
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and  anxiety,  fufpicion,  fearfulnefs,  and  the  love  of 
money,  by  infenfible  degrees,  too  often  take  poffeffion 
of  the  mind.  Life  increafes  in  value,  the  nearer  the 
conclufion  of  it  approaches;  and  the  means,  of  enjoy- 
ment become  moft  prized,  when  the  end  for  which 
they  are  defigned  ceafes  to  be  attainable. 

Such  are  generally  the  weakness  of  declining 
nature;  which,  though  wifdom  condemns,  me  for- 
bids  us  not  to  pity.  Happy  is  he,  who  having 
ftudied  the  complicated  hiilory  of  man,  knows  the 
fubordination,  and  holds  the  balance  of  his  feveraj 
moral  and  inteHe&ual  powers;  who  can  gratify,  and 
yet  regulate  his  appetites ;  indulge,  but  moderate  his 
paJlions;  and  fetting  bounds  to  all,  maintain  inviolate 
the  fupremacy  of  reafon. 

Thus  it  appears  that  in  theology,  natural  philo- 
fophy,  and  ethics,  the  feeds  of  knowledge,  when  - 
cultivated  with  induftry  and  judgment,  yield  an  afto- 
nifhing  and  inconceivable  increafe.    The  analogy  may 
be  extended  to  various  other  branches  of  learning; 
and  the  fame  important  truth  will  be  manifeft  in  all. 
Thankful,  devoutly  thankful,  mould  thofe  be  to  the 
Sovereign  Difpenfer  of  good,  who  are  permitted  to 
reap  this  glorious  harvefl.    For  if  the  acquifition  of 
wealth,  or  the  attainment  of  power,  be  juflly  deemed 
fubje&s  of  gratitude  and  praife,  how  much  more  fo 
are  the  riches  offcience,  and  the  empire  over  nature, 
which  is  her  dowry! 
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**  He  that  hath  treafures  of  his  own, 
"  May  quit  a  cottage  or  a  throne ; 
"  May  leave  the  world — to  dwell  alone,  ^ 
"  Within  his  lpacious  mind. 
*'  Locke  has  a  foul 
"  Wide  as  the  fea, 
**  Calm  as  the  night, 
"  Bright  as  the  day; 
"  There  may  his  vail  ideas  play, 
"  Nor  feel  a  thought  confin'd."       •  Watts. 

The  exercife  and  improvement  of  the  intellectual 
powers  will  probably  conflitute  no  inconfiderable 
part  of  the  employment  and  felicity  of  man  in  a  future 
life;  and  the  prefent  ftate  may  be  regarded  as  pro- 
bationary of  the  understanding,  as  well  as  of.  the 
heart.  Different  circumftances  call  forth  into  action 
different  virtues  and  different  talents  ;  and  the  per- 
fection of  the  human  character  appears  to  confift  in 
the  number  and  energy  of  both,  which  are  found 
united  in  it.  A  variety  in  thepurfuits  of  knowledge 
Ihould  therefore  feem  to  be  moft  conducive  to  the 
growth  and  vigour  of  our  feveral  faculties.  For  the 
activity  of  the  mind,  like  that  of  the  body,  is  in- 
creafed  by  multiplying  and  diverfifying  its  exercifes. 
The  brawny  arms  of  the  blackfmith,  and  the  ftrong 
back  of  the  porter,  are  produced  by  the  long-conti- 
nued exertion  of  particular  mufcles;  but  fuch  partial 
ftrength  is  not  to  be  compared  with  the  agility  we 
fee  difplayed  by  thofe  who  have  almofl:  every 
moving  fibre  at  command. 

By  an  unwearied  application  to  one  branch  of 
learning,  a  man  may  perhaps  become  a  proficient  in 
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it.  But  the  lefs  confined  his  views  are,  the  more 
eafy  and  fecure  will  be  the  attainment;  becaufe  the 
fciences,  whilft  they  invigorate  the  undemanding, 
elucidate  each  other.  It  is  a  facl,  I  believe,  not  to  be' 
controverted,  that  the  molt  diftinguifhed  phyficians, 
philofophers,  and  metaphyficians,  in  ancient  as  well 
as  modern  times,  have  been  perfons  of  general  eru- 
dition. The  names  of  Hippocrates,  Ariftotle,  Cicero, 
Pliny,  Bacon,  Boyle,  Locke,  Newton,  Hoffman] 
Haller,  and  Prieftley,  authenticate  the  remark,  and 
encourage  our  imitation. 

I  cannot  conclude,  without  noticing  the  illiberal 
cenfures  we  are  apt  to  pafs  on  thofe  purfuits  of  know- 
ledge,  which  do  not  feem  immediately  fubfervient  to 
the  benefit  of  mankind.    There  are  duties  which 
we  owe  to  ourfelves,  as  well  as  to  fociety;  and  he  is 
ufefully  and  honourably  employed,  whatever  be  his 
ftudy,  who  is  exalting  the  powers  of  his  own  mind, 
and  qualifying  himfelf,  as  a  rational  being,  for  the 
enjoyments  of  immortality.    We  fliould  remember 
alio,  that  aftive  talents,  however  acquired,  are  ca-> 
pable,  at  the  will  of  the  poffeflbr,  of  being  applied  to  '  * 
the  mdft  important  purpofes  of  life.    The  profound 
mathematician,  who  has  learned  the  habits  of  in- 
duftry  and  accuracy,  can  defcend  from  the  invefli- 
gation  of  the  beauty  of  ideas,  and  the  harmony  of 
proportions,  to  improve  the  ftrufrure  of  a  machine, 
afcertain  the  variations  of  the  needle,  or  calculate  a 
nautical  almanack.    The  aftronomer,  antiquary,  and 
critic,  may  unite  their  labours  to  fix  the  doubtful 
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dates  of  hiftory,  by  eftablifliing  a  juft  chronology; 
or  to  clear  the  obfcurities,  and  to  confirm  the  evidence* 
of  the  facred  fcriptures.    And  the  haturalift  may 
drop  the  chace  of  butterflies,  and  the  colle&ion  of 
infefrs,  to  exercife,  in  his  country's  fervice,  the  know- 
lege  which  he  has  attained  of  their  fpeeies,  habitudes, 
and  properties.    Not  long  fince,  a  kind  of  worms 
i  burrowed  in  the  timber  ufed  for  fliip-building  in  the 
royal  dock-yards  of  Sweden,  and  became  every  year 
more  numerous  and  deftru&ive.    The  king  fent  the 
celebrated  Linnaeus  from  Stockholm,  to  enquire  into 
the  caufe,  and  to  difcover  a  remedy  for  this  growing 
evil.    He  found  that  the  worm  was  produced  from  a 
fraall  egg,  depofited  by  a  fly  or  beetle  in  the  little 
■roughnefles  on  the  furface  of  the  wood ;  from  whence 
the  worm,  as  foon  as  it  was  hatched,  began  to  eat 
into  the  fubftance  of  the  timber;  and  after  fome  time 
came  out  again  a  fly  of  the  parent  kind,  leaving  be- 
hind  its  little  eggs.    Linnaeus  knew  that  the  month 
of  May  was  the  only  feafdn  in  which  the  fly  laid 
thefe  eggs ;  and  he  directed  all  the  green  timber  to  be 
thrown  into  the  fea  before  this  feafon  commenced* 
ind  to  be  kept  under  water  till  the  end  of  it*  The 
lies  being  thus  deprived  of  their  ufual  nefts,  could 
lot  increafe;  and  the  fpeeies  in  a  fliort  time  was 
:ither  deftroyed,  or  obliged  to  migrate  to  fome  other 
;>art  of  the  country^* 

N or  are  thefe  obfervatiotis  to  be  confined  to  fcientific 
•urfuits;  for  they  hold  equally  true  of  ikill  in  the 

*  See  Franklin's  Obfervations  and  Experiments. 
VOL.  I.  t 
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mechanic  arts.  I  have  been  informed  that  many  of 
the  workmen  who  invented  and  executed  the  curious 
baubles  in  Mr.  Cox's  Mufeum,  are  now  employed  to 
the  greateft  advantage  in  conftructing  vaft  engines 
for  the  collieries  at  Whitehaven. 

COWARDICE  AND  INJUSTICE; 
COURAGE  AND  GENEROSITY. 

A  Little  boy  was  amufing  himfelf  with  a  top, 
which  he  whipped  with  great  expertnefs,  on  the  flags 
in  one  of  the  flreets  of  Manchefter.  An  older  and 
more  lufty  boy,  happening  to  pafs  that  way,  fnatched 
up  the  top,  and  would  have  efcaped  with  it,  if  the 
proprietor  had  not  laid  hold  of  his  coat,  and  pre- 
vented his  flight.  Remonftrances,  however,  were 
vain  j  and  when  the  little  boy  offered  to  wreft  the . 
top  out  of  his  hand,  with  more  fpirit  than  ftrength, 
he  received  fo  many  blows  from  the  plunderer,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  defift.  Jacobus  was  returning 
fromfchool,  when  he  faw  the  combatants  atadiftance; 
and  he  haftened  to  them,  that  he  might  put  an  end 
to  a  conteft  fo  unequal.  But  before  he  arrived,  the 
fenior  boy,  confcious  of  his  cowardice  and  injuftice, 
and  fearing  to  engage  wiih  one  who  was  his  match, 
threw  down  the  top,  and  ran  away  with  great  pre- 
cipitation. Jacobus  related  this  little  incident  to  Ins 
father;  and  informed  him,  that  the  boy  whom  he 
had  put  to  flight  was  a  terror  to  all  others  inferior  to 
himfelf  in  flze  and  ftrength.  Euphronius  liftened  to 
his  fon  with  pleafure ;  and  explained  to  him  the  nature 
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>f  property,  afid  the  bafenefs  of  depriving  another  of 
.is  right  ether  by  fraud  or  violence.  He  then  repeated 
he  following  ftory,  to  difplay  the  union  of  courage 
nth  generality j  and  to  fliew,  that  it  is  even  below 
•rutality  to  attack  without  being  provoked,  or  to  take 
indue  advantage  of  the  feeblenefs  of  an  adverfary. 

f  1  ^member  a  certain  perfon  inhumanly  caft  a 
;  poor  little  dog  into  the  den  of  a  lion,  in  full  affu- 
i ranee  of  feeing  him  immediately  devoured;  but 
■  contrary  to  his  expectations,  the  noble  animal  not 
'  only  Spared  the  victim,  but  foon  honoured  him  with 
|  particular  affection.    He  regarded  the  dog  as  an 
[unfortunate  fellow. prifoner ;  who,  on  hisj>art9  from 
motives  of  gratitude,  was  conftantly  fawning  about 
his  generous  lord.    They  long  lived  together  in 
.uninterrupted  peace  and  friendftiip;  one  watched, 
.  whilft  the  other  flept.    Firft  the  lion  fed,  and  then 
his  humble  companion.    In  a  word,  the  magna- 
limity  of  the  one,  and  the  gratitude  of  the  other, 
.iad  united  them  in  the  clofeft  manner;  but  a  care- 
efs  fervant,  forgetting  that  other  creatures  require 
■bod  as  well  as  himfelf,  left  the  two  friends  twenty- 
bur  hours  without  victuals.    At  laft,.  recollecting 
lis  charge,  he  brought  them  their  ufual  provifion; 
vhen  the  dog  eagerly  catched  at  the  firft  morfeL 
But  it  was  at  the  expence  of  his  life;  for  the 
i  ungry  lion  inftantly  feized  his  poor  companion, 
nd  crufhed  him  to  death.    The  perpetration  of 
us  horrid  deed  was  inftantly  fucceeded  by  a  fevere 
3d  PainfuI  repentance.    The  lion's  dejection  daily 
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"  increafed.  He  refufed  his  food  with  heroic  cou- 
"  flancy,  and  voluntarily  famiftied  himfelf  to  death."* 

A  CONVERSATION. 
Honour  and  flume  from  no  condition  rife.  PorE. 

SaCCHARISSA  was  about  fifteen  years  of  age. 
Nature  had  given  her  a  high  fpirit,  and  educatiou 
had  foftered  it  into  pride  and  haughtinefs.  This  tern, 
per  was  difplayed  in  every  little  competition  which 
(he  had  with  her  companions.    She  could  not  brook 
the  lead  oppofition  from  thofe  whom  me  regarded  as 
her  inferiors;  and  if  they  did  not  immediately  fubmit 
to  her  inclination,  me  aflumed  all  her  airs  of  dignity, 
and  treated  them  with  the  mod  fupercilious  contempt. 
She  domineered  over  her  father's  fervants;  always 
commanding  their  good  offices  with  the  voice  o| 
authority,  and  difdaining  the  gentler  language  pi 
requeft.    Euphronius  was  walking  with  her  yefterj 
day,  when  the  gardener  brought  her  a  nofegayil 
which  flie  had  ordered  him  to  colled!.    You  block-) 
head!  flie  cried,  as  he  delivered  it  to  her;  whalj 
ftrange  flowers  you  have  chofen,  and  how  awkwardly 
you  have  put  them  together!    Blame  not  the  maaj 
with  fo  much  harftmefs,  faid  Euphronius,  becaufe  btij 
tafte  is  different  from  yours!    He  meant  to  pleaf^ 
you;  and  his  good  intention  merits  your  thanks,  ancljj 
not  your  cenfure.     Thanks!  replied^  Sacchanflai|; 
fcornfully;  he  is  paid  for  his  fervices,  and  it  is  hiJ)(i 
duty  to  perform  them.    And  if  he  do  perform  themji; 

*  See  Count  Tcffin's  Letteri  to  the  Prince  Royal  of  Swede* 
vol.  i.  p.  i94- 
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he  acquits  hirafelf  of  his  duty,  returned  Euphronius. 
The  obligation  is  fulfilled  on  his  fide;  and  you  have 
10  more  right  to  upbraid  him  for  executing  your 
Drders  according  to  his  bed  ability,  than  he  has  to 
:laim,  from  your  father,  more  wages  than  were  co* 
•enanted  to  be  given  him.    But  he  is  a  poor  depen- 
dent, faid  Sacchariffa,  and  earns  a  livelihood  by  his 
Haiiy  labour.  That  livelihood,  anfwered  Euphronius, 
ss  the  juft  price  of  his  labour;  and  if  he  receive  no- 
hing  farther  from  your  hands,  the  account  is  ba* 
unced  between  you.    But  a  generous  perfon  com- 
•affionates  the  lot  of  thofe,  who  are  neceffitated  to 
rail  for  h;s  benefit  or  gratification.    He  lightens 
leir  burthens;  treats  them  with  kindnefs  and  af» 
.jftion;  ftudies  to  promote  their  intereft  and  hap- 
inefs;  and,  as  much  as  poflible,  conceals  from  therti 
leir  fervitude  and  h.s  fuperiority.    The  diftinftions 
ff  rank  and  fortune  he  regards  as  accidental;  and 
nough  the  circumftances  of  life  require  that  there 
.iould  be  hewers  of  wood,  and  drawers  of  water,  yet 
K  forgets  not  that  mankind  are  by  nature  equal ;  all 
sing  the  offspring  of  God,  the  fubjefts  of  his  moral 
^vernment,  and  jo  nt  heirs  of  immortality.    A  con- 
pift  directed  by  fuch  principles  gives  a  matter  claims, 
ilhich  no  money  can  purchafe,  no  labour  can  repay, 
is  affection  can  only  be  compenfated  by  love  •  his 
□dnefs,  by  gratitude;  and  his  cordiality,  by  the 
rrvice  of  the  heart. 
SaccharifTa  heard  thefe  remonftrances  with  aftonifli- 
ent ;  and  was  ihocked  at  the  idea  of  being  de- 
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graded  to  an  equality  with  .her  father's  domefticsj 
Euphronius  perceived  the  emotions  of  her  mind ;  aqdj 
thus  continued  the  convention.    In  the  form  and 
ftru&ure  of  their  bodies,  you  mull  acknowledge  thatl 
they  bear  a  perfeft  refemblance  to  you.  Perhaps 
yoa  will  confefs,  alfo,  that  they  excel  you  in  health, 
ftrength,  and  agility.    They  can  endure  the  heats  of 
fummer,  and  the  rigours  of  winter,  the  cravings  afj 
hunger,  and  the  fatigues  of  labour ;  whilftyou  fhiver| 
with  the  hammer's  breeze,  obey  every  call  of  ap- 
petite, and  are  incapable  of  toil  or  hardfhip.  Thus; 
your  mpre  elevated  ftation  increafes  your  wants,  and 
leflens  your  perfonal  abilities  to  fupply  them:  and 
you  are  dependent  on  the  induftry  and  fkill  of  thou- 
fands  for  your  food,  raiment,  and  habitation.  Sac-i 
chariffa  fhirtlcd  at  the  word  dependent;  and  urged 
Euphronius  to  explain  his  meaning.  Remember, 
then,  faid  he,  that  if  I  mortify  your  pride,  it  is  in 
compliance  with  your  requeft.    You  are  no  ftranger 
to  the  compilation  of  bread;  but  it  is  probable  that 
you  never  confidered  how  much  art  and  labour  are ; 
neceffary  to  furnifh  you  with  this  plain  and  common 
article  of  diet.    The  farmer  and  his  hinds  fow  the 
grain,  reap  it  when  ripe,  gather  it  into  the  barn, 
thrafh  it,  and  feparate  the  chaff  from  the  wheat. 
Thefe  operations  require  the  plough,  the  harrow,  the 
fickle,  the  cart,  the  flail,  and  the  winnower;  inftru- 
ments  which  give  employment  to  numberlefs  hands, 
in  the  workmanfhip  or  materials  of  them,    Take  the 
ploug  h,  lor  an  example.    It  confifts  of  iron  and  wood. 
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Iron  is  dug  out  of  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  per. 
haps  tranfported  to  us  from  Sweden  or  America. 
The  ore  of  it  is  to  be  calcined,  fufed,  caft,  and 
wrought  into  bars,  before  the  metal  is  fitted  for  the 
artift,  who  is  to  fafhion  it.  Such  procefles  cannot 
be  carried  on  without  furnaces,  bellows,  charcoal, 
and  a  variety  of  tools  and  conveniences.  Thefe 
again  admit  of  further  fubdivifion ;  and  you  fee  miners, 
ihipwrights,  failors,  fmelters,  coakers,  mafons,  black- 
fmiths,  &c.  &c.  unite  their  labours  to  complete  the 
ploughfliare. 

The  other  part  of  the  plough  is  generally  made  of 
the  wood  of  the  afli  and  of  the  oak;  and  employs 
the  planter,  feller,  fawyer,  and  carpenter,  befides  all 
the  artificers  who  furnifli  them  with  their  feveral  im- 
plements. When  the  wheat  is  feparated  from  the 
chaff,  it  is  put  into  facks,  and  fent  to  the  mill.  The 
facks  are  manufactured  of  hemp,  which  palTes  through 
a  multiplicity  of  hands,  before  it  reaches  the  weaver; 
whofe  loom,  fhuttle,  and  reed,  are  again  the  pro- 
ductions of  a  variety  of  artifls.  The  fame  obferva- 
tion  is  applicable  to  the  mill;  the  machinery  of  which 
confifts  of  fo  many  parts,  that  it  would  be  tedious  to 
attempt  the  enumeration  of  them. 

The  flour  being  thus  provided,  at  the  expence  of 
fo  much  time,  Ikill,  and  induftry ;  it  muft  be  mixed 
with  water,  yeaft,  and  fait,  and  then  baked  in  the 
:>ven.  Yeaft  pre-fuppofes  fermentation,  and  all.  the 
antecedents  neceffary  to  effect  it.  Salt  is  either  ob- 
tained from  fea- water,  or  fprings  of  brine;  or  it  is. 
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found  in  a  cryftaline  form  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth. 
Yon  have  been  a  witnefs,  at  JSTorthwich,  to  the  many 
operations  which  it  undergoes,  and  to  the  number 
of  men  who  are  occupied  in  the  preparation  of  it. 
The  baker  muft  be  furnifhed  with  a  fhovel,  with 
faggots,  and  with  an  oven;  and  each  of  thefe  afford 
employment  to  different  fpecies  of  art  and  induftry. 

Euphronius  paufed  here,  and  obferved  with  plea- 
fure,  that  Sacchariffa  appeared  to  be  impreffed  by 
what  he  had  delivered.  You  are  fenfible,  I  hope, 
continued  he,  of  the  obligations  which  you  owe  to 
thoufands,  for  every  morfel  of  bread  that  you  eat. 
Extend  your  reflections  farther,  and  confider,  in  the 
fame  manner,  the  other  articles  of  your  food,  the 
conveniences"  of  your  duelling,  and  all  the  various 
parts  of  ypur  drefs ;  and  you  will  find  that  the  labour 
beftowed  upon  you  exceeds  all  computatipn.* 

You  have  exalted  me  in  my  own  eftimation,  faid 
Sacchariffa  jocularly,  by  {hewing  that  fuch  multitudes 
are  employed  in  my  fervice  :  and  your  leffon,  fo  far 
from  teaching  humility,  feems  rather  to  juftify  what 
you  term  pride. 

Euphronius  replied,  that  this  was  a  flrange  per- 
verfion  of  his  argument:  for  if  a  dependence  on  the 
labour  and  good  offices  of  others  be  a  real  exaltation, 
we  mufl  have  moft  reafon  for  pride  ip  childhood, 
ficknefsj  or  in  a  ftate  of  idiocy.    Uncler  fuch  cir- 

*  A  pin,  trifling  as  the  value  of  it  may  be  deemed,  generally 
paries  through  eighteen  hands  before  it  is  completed.— See  Smith 

•pn  the  Caufes  of  the  Wealth  of  Nations. 
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cumftances,  we  receive  the  higheft  benefit  from  the 
I  community,  without  degrading  ourfelves  by  any  per- 

fonal  fervices  in  return.  Befides,  in  the  prefent  im- 
proved ftate  of  focial  life,  the  lowed  mechanic,  as  well 

as  the  richeft  citizen,  may  boafl:  that  thoufands  of 
■iiis  fellow-creatures  are  employed  for  him;  and  that 
I  the  accommodations  of  his  humble  cottage  have  coft 
:  more  toil  and  induftry,  than  the  palaces  of  many  a 
:  monarch  on  the  coaft  of  Africa. 

The  eflate  of  your  father,  Sacchariffa,  was  ho- 
nourably acquired  by  your  anceftor  Lyfander.  Your 
ifubfiftence  and  enjoyments,  therefore,  are  the  price 
( of  his  labour.  But  the  fubfiftence  and  enjoyments 
i  of  your  gardener  are  the  price  of  his  own.  With 
;lkill  and  diligence,  he  cultivates  the  foil,  and  raifes 
;the  fruits  of  the  earth.  You  purchafe  them  with 
t  the  earnings  of  your  grandfire;  and  confume  them 
un  floth  and  diffipation.    Compare  his  condition  with 

yours  in.  this  point  of  light,  and  then  determine 

which  is  raoft  refpe&able! 

Such  reflections  were  ftrange  and  novel  to  Sac- 

charuTa.    She  continued  mufmg  for  fome  time;  but 

at  length  renewed  the  converfation,  by  aiking  whe* 
'  ther  flie  might  not  reafonably  pride  herfelf  on  the 

Superiority  over  others  in  knowledge  and  power, 

which  education,  rank,  and  fortune  had  given  her? 

Knowledge,  replied  Euphronius,  is  intrinfically  va- 
luable, as  it  elevates  the  mind,  and  qualifies  us  for 
i  higher  degrees  of  felicity,  both  in  the  prefent,  and  in 

•  a  future  life.    But  with  refpeft  \o  others,  it  affords 
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no  claim  of  dWn&ion,  unlefs  it  be  applied  to  their 
emolument.    Power,  abftraftedly  confidered,  is  of 
little  eftimation ;  and  may  either  dignify  or  degrade 
the  poffeffor.    If  you  wifh  to  derive  honour  from  it, 
be  careful  to  render  it  fubfervient  to  the  happmefs  of 
all  around  you  ;  and  enjoy  with  gratitude,  not  with 
aflfefted  fuperiority,  the  exalted  privilege  of  doing 
good.    Has  your  mind  been  cultivated  by  a  liberal 
education  ?    Be  thankful  to  God,  and  to  your  pa- 
rents;  but  remember,  with  humility,  how  far  your 
ignorance  exceeds  your  knowledge. 

It  is  not  confiftent  with  wifdom,  either  to  over-rate 
our  own  attainments,  or  to  under-value  thofe  of 
others.    The  gardener,  whom  you  juft  now  treated 
with  fuch  contempt,  is  a  man  of  fcience,  though 
unacquainted  with  any  branch  of  the  belles  leiires. 
He  is  verfed  in  the  nature  of  foils,  the  variety  of 
feeds,  the  habitudes  of  plants,  the  culture  of  trees, 
the  multiplication  of  flowers,  and  in  all  that  relates 
to  the  curious  and  important  fyftem  of  vegetable  life. 
The  acquifition  and  daily  application  of  this  ufeful 
knowledge  exercifes  and  invigorates  the  powers  of  his 
underftanding;  and  he  learns  to  compare,  to  difcri- 
minate,  to  reafon,  and  to  judge  with  no  lefs  accuracy 
than  the  logician,  the  ftatefman,  the  divine,  or  the 
phtlofopher.    Euphronius  was  proceeding  to  extend 
the  obfervation  to  mechanics  and  artifts;  but  he 
was  interrupted  by  a  little  incident,  not  worth  reta 
ting,  which  put  an  end  to  the  convention. 
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THE  HIGH  VALUE  OF  CORPOREAL  ENDOWMENTS, 
IN  THE  STATE  OF  NATURE. 

«  Your  hands  are  like  the  hands  of  a  child," 
faid  a  Cherokee  to  a  European  prifoner,  "  they  are 
"  unfit  for  the  chace,  or  for  war.  In  the  winter's 
"  fnow  you  mull  burn  a  fire;  and  in  the  fummer's 
"  heat  you  faint  in  the  {hade.  The  Cherokee  can 
<c  always  lift  the  hatchet ;  the  fnow  does  not  freeze 
"  him,  nor  the  fun  make  him  faint.  We  are 
"men."*  In  the  year  1744,  when  a  treaty  of 
peace  was  concluded  between  the  government  of 
Virginia  and  the  Six  Nations,  the  commiffioners  from 
Virginia  acquainted  the  Indians,  that  there  w^s,  at 
Williamfburgh,  a  college  for  the  education  of  Indian 
youth;  and  that  if  they  would  fend  a  certain  number 
of  their  ions  to  that  feminary,  they  fhould  be  well 
inftru&ed  in  all  the  learning  of  the  white  people. 
The  Indians  thanked  them  heartily  for  this  propofal; 
f  But  you  who  are  wife,"  faid  they,  <c  mufl  know 
"  that  different  nations  have  different  conceptions  of 
"  things ;  and  you  will  therefore  not  take  it  amifs, 
"  if  our  ideas  of  this  kind  of  education  happen  not 
"  to  be  the  fame  with  yours.  We  have  had  fome 
if  experience  of  it.  Several  of  our  young  people 
"  were  formerly  brought  up  at  the  colleges  of  the 
"  Northern  provinces;  they  were  inftru&ed  in  all 
^  your  fciences ;  but  when  they  came  back  to  us, 
"  they  were  bad  runners;  ignorant  of  every  means 

*  See  Bruce's  Elements  of  Ethics,  p.  188. 
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"  of  living  in  the  woods;  unable  to  bear  either  cold 
"  or  hunger;  knew  neither  how  to  build  a  cabin, 
"  take  a  deer,  or  kill  an  enemy ;  fpoke  our  language 
"  imperfectly;  were,  therefore,  neither  fit  for  hunters, 
"  warriors,  nor  counfellors;  they  were  totally  good 
"  for  nothing.  We  are,  however,  not  the  lefs 
"  obliged  by  your  kind  offer,  though  we  decline  ac- 
"  cepting  it :  and  to  mew  our  grateful  fenfe  of  it,  if 
"  the  gentlemen  of  Virginia  will  fend  us  a  dozen  of 
"  their  fons,  we  will  take  great  care  of  their  edu. 

cation,  inftrucl:  them  in  all  we  know,  and  make 
"  men  of  them."* 

IRASCIBILITY  AND  FALSE  HONOUR. 

PwO  cocks,  who  were  traverfing  their  refpe&ive 
dunghills  with  all  the  pride  of  confcious  dignity, 
happened  to  crow  very  loudly  at  the  fame  t  me. 
Each  heard  with  indignation  the  voice  of  the  other, 
becaufe  each  deemed  it  an  infult  and  a  challenge ; 
and  honour  required  of  both,  that  an  affront  fo  grofs 
fhould  be  revenged.  They  defcended  from  their 
dunghills,  and  with  majeftic  fteps  and  briftling  plu- 
mage, met  together.  The  engagement  foon  began, 
the  match  was  equal,  and  it  was  uncertain  to  which 
fide  viftory  inclined.  A  game  cock,  cooped  in  a  pen, 
beheld  the  combatants,  with  an  ardent  defire  to  mare 
the  glories  of  the  field.  By  accident,  the  door  of  his 
pen  had  been  left  unfaftened ;  he  pu&ed  it  open, 

*  Dr.  Franklin's  Remarks  on  the  Savages  of  North-America. 
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and  ran  eagerly  to  mingle  in  the  battle.  Being  much 
fuperior  to  the  dunghill  cocks  in  agility  and  ftrength, 
he  quickly  routed  and  put  them  both  to  flight:  and 
he  exulted  in  the  mighty  atchievement,  by  crowing, 
ftrutting,  and  clapping  his  wings,  The  ftrength  and 
courage,  however,  derived  from  the  infamous  arts  of 
feeding,  are  but  of  fliort  duration.  In  a  few  hours 
he  was  obferved  to  droop;  and  his  antagonifts,  now 
returning  to  the  attack,  found  him  feeble,  pufillani- 
mous,  and  fo  eafy  a  conqueft,  that  he  fell  on  the 
firft  onfet. 

In  the  dunghill  cocks  you  may  view  the  pi&ure  of 
thofe  who  ftyle  themfelves  men  of  honour;  and  the 
game  cock  will  remind  you  of  many  a  rakifli  youth* 
who,  inflamed  with  wine,  iflues  from  the  tavern  to 
engage  in  the  firft  brawl  he  meets  with.  His  ftrength 
and  courage  are  but  the  tranfient  efFe&s  of  liquor; 
and  being  foon  exhaufted,  he  is  made  to  feel  feverely 
the  folly  and  raftmefs  of  his  condu£h 

I  have  heard  it  fuggefted,  that  valour  depends  en- 
tirely on  the  ftate  of  the  bodily  organs;*  and  that  a 
coward  may  be  dieted  into  a  hero,  and  a  hero  into  a 
coward.  Though  this  opinion  feems  to  be  chime- 
rical, yet  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  the  effefts  of 
regimen  are  very  aftoniftiing.  Dry  Simulating  food, 
and  evacuations,  diminifli  the  weight  of  the  body,  by 
wafting  the  fat,  and  leflening  the  liver;  and  they  in- 

*  Pufillanimity  is  a  charafteriftic  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Eaft- 
Indies;  and  it  is  faid,  that  they  generally  take  opium  before  any  ar- 
duous and  dangerous  enterprize,  w  give  them  vigour  and  courage. 
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creafe  the  weight  of  the  heart,  by  augmenting  the 
quantity  and  motion  of  the  blood. 

A  game-cock  in  ten  days  is  brought  to  his  athletic 
ftate,  and  prepared  for  fighting.  If  the  food,  eva- 
cuations, and  exercife  be  continued  longer,  the 
ftrength,  courage,  and  activity  of  the  cock  will  be 
impaired;  owing,  perhaps,  to  the  lofs  of  weight 
falling  at  laft  on  the  heart,  blood,  and  mufcles.f 

It  is  known  from  experience,  that  a  cock  does  not 
remain  in  his  athletic  Hate  above  twenty-four  hours; 
and  that  he  changes  very  much  for  the  worfe  in 
twelve  hours.    When  he  is  in  the  higheft  vigour,  his 
head  isof  a  glowing  red  colour,  his  neck  large,  and 
his  thigh  thick  and  firm.    The  fucceeding  day,  his 
complexion  is  lefs  glowing,  his  neck  thinner,  and  his 
thigh  fofter;  and  the  third  day,  his  thigh  will  be  very 
loft  and  flaccid.    Four  game-cocks,  reduced  to  their 
athletic  weights,  were  killed,  and  found  to  be  very 
full  of  blood,   with  large  hearts,  large  mufcles, 
and  no  fat. 

THE  TIGER  AND  THE  ELEPHANT. 

TRUE  COURAGE   EXERTED  IN  REPELLING,  NOT  IN 
OFFERING  INJURIES. 

In  one  of  the  deferts  of  Africa,  a  tiger  of  uncommon 
fize,  agility,  and  fiercenefs,  committed  the  moft  dread- 
ful ravages.  He  attacked  every  animal  he  met  with, 
and  was  never  fatiated  with  blood  and  flaughter. 
t  See  Dr.  Robinfoa  on  the  Food  and  Difcharges  of  die  Body. 
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IfrRefiftance  ferved  only  to  increafe  his  ferocity ;  and 

:  oaffive  timidity,  to  multiply  his  victims.  When  the 
torefl:  afforded  him  no  prey,  he  lurked  near  a  foun- 
tain of  water,  and  feized,  in  quick  fucceflion,  and 
with  indifcriminate  cruelty,  the  various  beafls  that 
:ame  to  drink.  It  happened  that  an  elephant  flopped 
to  quench  his  third  at  the  flream,  whilft  the  tiger  Jay 

Ixoncealed  in  the  adjoining  thicket. 

The  fight  of  a  creature  fo  flupendous  rather  in- 

.  :ited  than  reftrained  his  rapacity.    He  compared  his 
)\\n  agility  with  the  unwieldly  bulk  of  the  elephant; 
md  trufting  that  he  (hould  find  him  as  unfit  to  fight 
is  to  fly,  he  bounded  towards  him,  and  fnatched, 
with  open  jaws,  at  his  probofcis.    The  elephant  in- 
lantly  contracted  it,  with  great  prefence  of  mind ; 
and  receiving  the  furious  bean1  on  his  tuiks,  tofifed 
»im  up  a  confiderable  height  into  the  air.  Stunned 
vith  his  fall  the  tiger  lay  motionlefs  fome  time  ;  and 
he  generous  elephant  difdaining  revenge,  left  him 
o  recover  from  his  bruifes.    When  the  tiger  came 
io  himfelf,  (like  the  aggreflfor  in  every  quarrel)  he 
was  enraged  at  the  repulfe  ;  and  purfuing  his  injured 
md  peaceable  adverfary,  he  again  affailed  him  with 
redoubled  violence.    The  refentment  of  the  elephant 
»vas  now  roufed ;  he  wounded  the  tiger  with  his 
uiks,  and  then  beat  him  to  death  v/ith  his  trunk. 

Does  the  ferocity  of  the  tiger  merit  the  honourable, 
lippellation  of  courage  ?  Or  will  you  not  rather  apply 
that  epithet  to  the  calm  intrepidity  of  the  inoffenfive 
elephant  ?    The  moral  diftin&ion  is  of  confiderable 


176 


A  FATHER'S 


importance;  and  if  it  be  clearly  underftood,  you 
will  deteft  the  brutal  character  of  Achilles,  whether 
you  meet  with  it  in  the  page  of  hiftory,  or  in  the 
tranfa&ions  of  life. 

"  Impiger,  iracundus,  ir.exorabilis,  accr ; 

"  Jura  neget  fibi  nata,  nihil  non  a'rrogct  armh."* 

THE  PARASITE  PLANT. 

There  is  a  plant  in  the  Weft-Indies,  called  the 
Caraguata,  which  clings  round  the  tree  that  is  neareft 
to  its  root,  and  foon  gaining  the  afcendant,  covers  the 
branches  with  a  foreign  verdure,  robs  them  of  ncu- 
rifhment,  and  at  laft  deftroys  its  fupporter. 

The  diftinguifhing  characters  of  the  Caraguata  are 
not  confined  to  the  vegetable  kingdom,  nor  peculiar 
to  any  climate.  They  are  found  in  the  human  fpe- 
cies,  and  may  be  obferved  in  every  country.  The 
monarch  who  exalts  his  own  power,  by  the  debafe- 
ment  of  the  people  from  whom  it  is  derived;  the 
ftatefman  who  builds  his  greatnefs  on  the  ruin  of  his- 
country;  and  the  profligate  youth,  whofe  extrava- 
gance reduces  to  penury  a  too-indulgent  father  \  all 
belong  to  the  clafs  of  the  Caraguata. 

IMMORTALITY. 

EUPHRONIUS  Was  fometimes  vifited7  at  Hart-f 
Hill,  by  his  friend  Hiero,  the  cheerful,  the  pious,'' 

*  Hor.  de  Art.  Poet.  v.  nr. 
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j  and  the  benevolent  Hiero ;  whofe  life  was  almofl 
L  equally  divided  between  the  fludy  of  knowledge,  the 
lexercifes  of  virtue,  and  the  enjoyments  of  devout 

contemplation.    One  evening  he  retired  from  the 
t table  at  an  early  hour;  and  Julius,  who  happened 
tto  be  prefent,  and  to  be  looking  through  the  window, 
Ifaw  him  foon  afterwards  open  a  little  gate  at  the  end 
cof  the  garden,  and  direft  his  courfe  towards  a  fe- 
cqueftered  path,  which  he  loved  to  frequent.  Curi- 
CDfity  incited  him  to  follow  the  pious  philofopher,  and, 
wnperceived  by  Hiero,  he  placed  himfelf  behind  the 
ilump  of  a  tree,  fufficiently  near  to  mark  his  words 
bid  geftures.    For  Hiero  was  accuftomed  to  think 
uloud  in  his  folitary  walks,  and  was  now  repeating 

he  following  lines : 

"  At  this  ftill  hour  the  felf-collefled  foul 
"  Turns  inward,  and  beholds  a  flranger  there 
"  Of  high  defcent,  and  more  than  mortal  rank; 
"  An  embryo  God;  a  fpark  of  fire  divine, 
"  Which  muft  burn  on  for  ages,  when  the  fun 
"  (Fair  tranfitory  creature  of  a  day !) 
"  Has  clos'd  his  golden  eye,  and,  wrapt  in  iliades, 
"  Forgets  his  wonted  journey  through  the  eaft."* 

Here  he  paufed,  and  remained  fome  time  buried 
profound  reflexion.    Then  rifmg  with  emotion 
3m  his  feat,  Forgive,  he  cried,  oh!  gracious  Heaven, 
e  impious  fear  which  frailty  hath  fuggefled  to  my 

md.    Reafon  difclaims  the  gloomy  terrors  of  anni-  - 
arion,  and  bids  afpiring  hope  direft  her  views  to 
>  mortality.  The  folemn  filehce  which  reigns  around 

*  Mrs.  Barbauld's  Poems. 
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me,  and  which  fancy  painted  as  the  image  of  death, 
is  but  the  Jleep  of  animated  nature.  Soon  the  cheer- 
ing beams  of  light  will  burft  with  refplendent  glory 
from  the  eaft,  and  the  dawning  day  will  awaken  the 
creatures  of  God  to  a&ion  and  enjoyment.  But  the 
inferior  ranks  of  beings  feemto  be  incapable  of  thofe  • 
progreflive  improvements  which  characterize  the  hu- 
man kind.  Beafts,  birds,  and  infe&s,  fill  their  re- 
fpecYive  fpheres  with  unvaried  equality;  and  generation 
fucceeds  to  generation,  without  the  advancement  of  a 
fmgle  fpecies  in  the  fcale  of  excellence.  The  fhort 
period  of  their  lives  appears  adequate  to  the  perfection 
which  they  are  qualified  to  attain;  and  the  Sovereign 
of  the  univerfe  hath  proclaimed  to  them  his  law, 
Hittierto  /hall  ye  go,  and  no  farther. 

But  man  is  never  ftationary,  never  fatisfied  with 
the  acquifitions  which  he  makes.  The  deeped 
draughts  of  knowledge  ferve  only  to  increafe  his 
third,  exaltation  in  virtue  but  inflames  his  ambition, 
and  his  foaring  fpirit  urges  onward,  ever  approaching 
to,  yet  ever  infinitely  didant  from,  the  ftandard  of 
perfection. 

Hiero  again  paufed;  and  viewing  with  earned  at- 
tention the  fpangled  concave  of  heaven,  he  thus  ad- 
dreffed  himfelf  to  the  Mars,  at  the  fame  time  purfuing 
his  walk: 

Ye  citadels  of  light, 
"  Perhaps  my  future  home,  from  whence  the  foul, 
"  Revolving  periods  paft,  may  oft  look  back, 
"  With  recollected  tendernefs,  on  all 
<<  The  various  bufy  fcenes  fhe  left  below, 
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«  Its  deep-laid  projedts,  and  its  ftrange  events, 
"  As  on  fome  fond  and  doting  tale,  that  footh'd 
"  Her  infant  hours."* 

He  was  now  almoft  out  of  hearing,1  and  Julius  left 
lis  covert  to  follow  him.  But  finding  it  impoffible 
:o  conceal  himfelf,  he  accofted  the  philofopher,  and 
loneftly  confeffed  that  he  had  been  Mening  to  his 
)liloquy.  He  apologized  for  the  intrufion,  and  en- 
seated  Hiero  to  purfue  his  meditations  without  re- 
iard  to  his  prefence.  Happy  ftiall  I  think  myfelf, 
xitmued  he,  if  you  can  convince  me  of  my  title  to 
^mortality. 

Have  you  difcovered  my  flaw  in  your  title,  replied 
iero,  with  his  ufual  complacency,  that  you  thus 
|:prefs  yourfelf  with  doubt  concerning  fo  invaluable 
reverfion?  No  evidence  that  I  am  acquainted  with 
>s  yet  been  adduced  by  the  moft  fubtle  fceptic 
•araft  a  future  ftate:  fo  that  the  probability  of  it  is, 
the  firft  view,  equal  to  its  improbability.  And  if 
yy  afingle  argument  can  be  advanced  in  favour  of 

the  fcale  on  that  fide  will  inftantly  preponderate. 
|r  ignorance  of  the  mode  of  exiftence  in  another 
rid,  and  of  the  tranfition  by  death  from  this  life 
toe  next,  can  have  no  weight  in  the  balance.  For 
trance  is  neither  a  foundation  of  faith  nor  of  in- 
Uul.tyj  and  if  we  reafon  from  it,  we  are  fure  to 
evolved  in  error.    Shew  an  acorn  to  an  Hotten, 

or  wild  Arab,  who  has  never  travelled  beyond 
fandy  defeats,  and  inform  him  that  it  will 

*  Mrs.  Barbauld's  Poems. 
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become  a  lofty  tree  with  fpreading  branches:  the 
account  will  feem  marvellous  to  his  untutored  mind, 
and  he  may  fufpend  his  belief  of  it,  but  cannot  rejeft 
it  as  a  falfehood. 

The  condition  of  a  child  before  its  birth  bears 
very  little  analogy  to  the  ilat'e  of  man  in  his  maturity: 
and  if  you  can  fuppofe  a  perfon  to  be  ignorant  that 
the  one  is  preparatory  to  the  other,  fuch  ignorance  | 
would  be  no  authority  for  the  denial  of  the  fact. 

But  there  are  many  pofitive  arguments  on  which 
we  may  juftly  ground  our  conviction  of  a  future  life. 
The  ardent  defire  and  expectation  of  it,  and  the  dread 
of  annihilation,  which  are  common  to  all  mankind, 
may  furely  be  regarded  as  prefumptions  in  favour  of 
immortality.   Delire,  whether  we  judge  from  analogy, 
or  from  the  moral  attributes  of  God,  feems  to  imply 
the  reality  of  its  object:;  and  the  belief  of  this  reality  , 
which  has  prevailed  in  almoft  every  age  and  nation,  I] 
mud  either  have  arifen  from  fome  divine  revelation, 
or  from  its  confonancy  to  the  univerfal  principles  of  | 
human  reafon.* 

*  M.  Michaelis,  in  his  learned  Diflei  tation  on  the  Reciprocal 
Influence  of  Language  and  Opinions,  hath  obferved,  that  the  Greeks 
made 'ufe  of  the  fame  word  (^"X"'     papllio,  a-  anhna)  for  the 
foul,  which  in  its  primary  fignification  exprefles  a  butterfly.   For  a  j 
butterfly  is  only  a  caterpillar,  that  changes  its  form  without  dyingi 
and  bears  therein  a  fimilitude  to  the  foul,  which  continues  to  exift  | 
in  its  new  flate  after  the  diflblution  of  the  body.   It  was  for  this  I 
reafon  that'  the  Greeks  firfl:  reprefented  the  foul  hieroglyphically  | 
under  the  form  of  a  butterfly,  and  afterwards  proceeded  to  give  & 
the  very  name  of  that  infect. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


181 


Confcience  alfo,  by  fuggefting  the  idea  of  a  future 
and  folemn  tribunal,  confirms  the  expectation  of  ano- 
ther life.  The  rewards  of  virtue,  and  the  punifhments 
of  vice,  have  generally  their  commencement  here;  but 
we  look  to  the  world  that  is  to  come  for  theircompletion. 
Merit  and  demerit,  however,  do  not  always  meet 
■\  with  proportionate  rewards  or  punifhments  in  the 
prefent  ftate.    Suffering  virtue  and  triumphant  vice 
I .  are  irregularities  which  we  daily  obferve  in  the  dis- 
penfations  of  Providence^  and  they  evidently  point 
out  an  hereafter,  when  the  Deity  will  vindicate  the 
wifdom,  benevolence,  and  equity  of  his  adminiftration. 
It  appears  to  be  an  inconfiftency,  that  death  fhould 
I  be  the  final  event  of  life,  and  that  the  period  of  ex- 
iiflence  fhould  beclofed  with  fuffering.    Pain  is  often 
Ifubfervient  to  pleafure;  and  the  evils  which  we  un- 
idergo,  for  the  mofl  part  contribute  to  our  improve- 
mient  and  perfection.    Shall  the  laft  pang,  therefore, 
tthat  we  experience,  attd  the  greatefl  in  our  apprehen- 
ihenfions,  prove  the  eternal  extinction  of  our  being? 
Rather,  Julius,  let  us  fuppofe  that  our  pafTage  into 
;  another  world  refembles  our  birth  into  this ;  that  both 
sare  necefTarily  attended  with  fome  degree  of  pain; 
;and  that  the  maturity  of  the  human  is  but  the  in- 
ifancy  of  the  heavenly  life. 

I  would  banifh  all  fuppofilion,  however  probable, 
faid  Julius,  and  acknowledge  the  validity  of  no  argu- 
ment fliort  of  demon Jlration. 

Banifh  then  your  pretenfions  to  philofophy,  replied 
Hiero,  and  avow  a  general  fcepticifm!  For  how  few 
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are  the  truths  which  admit  of  demonjlration!  Pro- 
bability is  alraofl:  the  univerfal  foundation  of  our 
reafoning;  and  the  wifeft  men  are  governed  by  it, 
both  in  their  fpeculations,  and  in  the  moll  interesting 
tranfaftions  of  life.  The  nature  and  force  of  evidence 
necelfarily  vary  with  its  objects;  and  whatever  be 
our  inquiries  or  purfuits,  we  can  expect  only  that 
kind  and  degree  of  it  which  they  are  capable  of  af- 
fording.   But  in  phyfical  refearches  we  hefitate  not 
to  yield  our  aflfent  to  a  theory  that  folves  the  phe- 
nomena which  it  profefles  to  explain:  and  aflfent  is 
heightened  into  convi&ion,  when  it  appears  that  nu- 
merous facts  confirm,  and  no  one  oppofes  it.  But 
in  what  does  the  theory  of  a  future  Jlate  differ  from 
that  of  magnetifm  or  of  gravitation,  except  in  its 
tranfcendent  importance  to  mankind? 

Julius  made  no  reply.  The  night  was  far  ad- 
vanced, and  Hiero,  impatient  to  enjoy  in  folitude  his 
own  reflections,  haltened  back  to  his  apartment  at 
Hart-Hill. 


THE  TAME  GEESE  AND  WILD  GEESE. 

TvVO  geefe  ftrayed  from  a  farm-yard  in  the  fens 
of  Lincolnfliire,  and  fwam  down  a  canal  to  a.  large 
morafs,  which  afforded  them  an  extenfive  range,  a.id 
plenty  of  food.  A  flock  of  wild-geefe  frequently 
reforted  to  it;  and  though  at  firft  they  were  fo  fhy 
as  not  to  fuffer  the  tame  ones  to  join  them;  by  de- 
grees Uiey  became  well  acquainted,  and  alfociated 
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freely  together.  One  evening  their  cackling  reached 
the  ears  of  a  fox  that  was  prowling  at  no  great  dis- 
tance from  the  morafs.  The  artful  plunderer  di- 
rected his  courfe  through  a  wood  on  the  borders  of  it, 
and  was  within  a  few  yards  of  his  prey  before  any 
of  the  geefe  perceived  him.  But  the  alarm  was 
given  juft  as  he  was  fpringing  upon  them,  and  the 
whole  flock  inftantly  afcended  into  the  air  with  loud 
and  dilTonant  cries.  The  wild  geefe  winged  their 
flight  into  the  higher  regions,  and  were  feen  no  more; 
but  the  two  tame  ones,  unufed  to  foar,  and  habi- 
tuated to  receive  protection  without  any  exertion  of 
their  own  powers,  foon  dropped  down,  and  became 
fuccemvely  the  victims  of  the  fox. 

The  faculties  of  every  animal  are  impaired  by  dis- 
ufe,  and  ftrengthened  by  exercife.  And  in  man,  the 
energy  and  verfatility  of  4the  mind  depend  upon 
action,  no  lefs  than  the  vigour  and  agility  of  the  body. 

BEAUTY  AND  DEFORMITY. 

A  Youth,  who  lived  in  the  country,  and  who  had 
not  acquired,  either  by  reading  or  converfation,  any 
knowledge  of  the  animals  which  inhabit  foreign  re- 
gions, came  to  Manchester,  to  fee  an  exhibition  of 
wild  beads.  The  fize  and  figure  of  the  elephant 
ftruck  him  with  awe,  and  he  viewed  the  rhinoceros 
with  aftoniftiment.  But  his  attention  was  foon  with- 
drawn from  thefe  animals,  and  directed  to  another, 
of  the  moft  elegant  and  beautiful  formj  and  he  flood 
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contemplating,  with  filent  admiration,  the  gloffy 
fmoothnefs  of  his  hair,  the  blacknefs  and  regularity 
of  the  ftreaks  with  which  he  was  marked,  the  fym- 
metry  of  his  limbs,  and  above  all,  the  placid  fweetnefs 
of  his  countenance.    What  is  the  name  of  this  lovely 
animal,  faid  he  to  the  keeper,  which  you  have  placed 
near  one  of  the  uglieft  beads  in  your  collection,  as 
if  you  meant  to  contraft  beauty  with  deformity?  Be- 
ware, young  man,  replied  the  intelligent  keeper,  of 
being  fo  eafily  captivated  with  external  appearance. 
The  animal  which  you  admire  is  called  a. tiger;  and 
notwithstanding  the  meeknefs  of  his  looks,  he  is 
fierce  and  favage  beyond  defcription.    I  can  neither 
terrify  him  by  correction,  nor  tame  him  by  indul- 
gence.   But  the  other  beaft  which  you  defpife,  is  in 
the  higher!  degree  docile,  affectionate,  and  ufeful. 
For  the  benefit  of  man  he  traverfes  the  fandy  deferts 
of  Arabia,  where  drink  and  pafture  are  feldom  to  be 
found,  and  will  continue  fix  or  feven  days  without 
fuftenance,  yet  ftill  patient  of  labour.    His  hair  is 
manufactured  into  clothing,  his  flefli  is  deemed  whole- 
fome  nourifliment,  and  the  milk  of  the  female  is 
much  valued  by  the  Arabs.    The  camel,  therefore, 
(for  fuch  is  the  name  given  to  this  animal)  is  more 
worthy  of  your  admiration  than  the  tiger,  notwith- 
ftanding the  inelegance  of  his  make,  and  the  two 
bunches  upon  his  back.    For  mere  external  beauty 
is  of  little  eftimation  ;  and  deformity,  when  affociated 
with  amiable  difpofitions  and  ufeful  qualities,  does 
not  preclude  our  refpeft  and  approbation. 
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PHILOSOPHICAL  ATTENTION  AND  SAGACITY. 

.An  attentive  and  inquifitive  mind  often  derives  very 
i  important  inftruction  from  appearances  and  events, 
\  which  the  generality  of  mankind  regard  as  trivial  and 
i  inngnificant.  Permit  me,  Alexis,  to  offer  to  you  a  few 
cexamples  of  the  truth  of  this  obfervation.  You  have 
(frequently  remarked,  and  perhaps  admired,  the  volu- 
tbility  and  luftre  of  the  globules  of  rain  that  lie  upon 
tthe  leaves  of  colewort,  and  of  other  vegetables;  but  I 
vdare  fay  you  have  never  taken  the  trouble  of  infpec*ting 
tthem  narrowly.  Mr.  Melville,  a  young  philofopher 
of  uncommon  genius,  was  ftruck  with  the  phre- 
r.iomenon,  and  applied  his  attention  to  the  invert. igation 
:)f  it.  He  difcovered  that  the  luftre*  of  the  drop  is 
owing  to  a  copious  reflection  of  light  from  the  flat- 
tened part  of  its  furface,  contiguous  to  the  plant; 
and  that  when  the  drop  rolls  over  a  part  which  has 
been  wet,  it  inftantly  lofes  all  its  brightnefs,  the  green 
iieaf  being  feen  through  it.  From  thefe  two  obfer- 
^ations  he  concludes,  that  the  drop  does  not  really 
ouch  the  plant,  whilft  it  retains  a  mercurial  appear- 
ance, but  is  fufpended  by  the  force  of  a  repulfive 
1  >ower.  For  there  could  not  be  any  copious  reflection 
)f  white  light  from  its  under- furface,  unlefs  there 
vas  a  real  interval  between  it  and  the  plant.  And 
:f  no  contact  be  fuppofed,  it  is  eafy  to  account  for  the 
konderful  volubility  of  the  drop,  and  why  no. traces 
Mf  raoifture  are  left  wherever  it  rolls. 
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From  this  reafoning  we  may  conclude,  that  when 
a  polifhed  needle  is  made  to  fwim  on  water,  it  does 
not  touch  the  water,  but  forms  around  it,  by  a  re- 
puHive  power,  a  bed,  whofe  concavity  is  much  larger 
than  the  bulk  of  the  needle.  And  this  affords  a 
much  better  explanation  of  the  fatt  than  the  common 
one,  deduced  from  the  tenacity  of  the  water :  for 
the  needle  may  be  well  conceived  to  fwim  upon  a 
fluid  lighter  than  itfelf,  fince  the  quantity  of  water 
thus  difplaced  by  repulfion  muff,  be  equal  to  the 
weight  of  it.  And  this  inflance  leads  us  to  a  juft 
and  neceffary  correction  of  the  hydroftatical  law,  that 
the  whole  fwimming  body  is  equal  in  weight  to  a  quan- 
tity of  the  fluid,  whofe  bulk  is  equal  to  that  of  the  part 
immerfed:  for  it  fhould  be  exprefTed,  that  the  weight 
of  the  fwimming  body  is  equal  to  that  of  the  weight  of 
the  quantity  of  fluid  difplaced  by  it. 

A  very  ingenious  friend  of  mine,  during  his  refi- 
dence  at  the  univerfity,  undertook  a  courfe  of  expe- 
riments, to  afcertain  the  heat  or  cold  produced  by 
the  folution  of  certain  fubftances  in  fpirit  of  wine. 
Whenever  he  withdrew  the  thermometer  from  the 
fpirit,  and  fufpended  it  in  the  air,  he  uniformly  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  mercury  funk  two  or  three  degrees, 
although  the  fpirit  of  wine  in  which  the  inflrument 
had  been  immerfed  -was  even  colder  than  the  fur- 
rounding  atmofphere.  This  facl  he  communicated 
to  the  profeflor  of  chemiflry,  who  immediately  fus- 
petted,  that  fluids  by  evaporation  generate  cold;  an 
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liypothefis  which  he  afterwards  verified  by  a  variety 
of  beautiful  and  decilive  trials. 

When  Sir  John  Pringle  and  Dr.  Franklin  were 
travelling  together  in  Holland,  they  remarked,  that 
the  track-fchuyt,  or  barge,  in  one  of  the  ftages,  moved 
flower  than  ufual,  and  enquired  the  reafon  of  it.  The 
boatman  informed  them,  that  it  had  been  a  dry  feafon, 
and  that  the  water  was  low  in  the  canal.    He  was 
alked  if  the  water  was  fo  low  that  the  boat  touched 
the  muddy  bottom  of  the  canal?  To  which  he  anfwered 
in  the  negative;  adding,  however,  that  the  difference 
in  the  quantity  of  water  was  fufficient  to  render  the 
draught  more  difficult  to  the  horfe.    The  travellers 
at  firft  were  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  how  the  depth  of  the 
water  could  aflfeft  the  motion,  of  the  boat,  provided 
that  it  fwam  clear  of  the  bottom.    But  Dr.  Franklin, 
having  fatisfied  himfelf  of  the  truth  of  the  boatman's 
obfervation,  began  to  confider  it  attentively,  and  en- 
deavoured to  account  for  it  in  the  following  manner: 
The  barge,  in  proceeding  along  the  canal,  muft  re- 
gularly difplace  a  body  of  water  equal  in  bulk  to  the 
fpace  which  ihe  occupies;  and  the  water  fo  removed 
muft  pafs  underneath,  and  on  each  fide  of  her.  Hence 
if  the  pafTage  under  her  bottom  be  ftraitened  by  the 
fliallows,  more  of  the  water  muft  pafs  by  her  fides* 
and  with  greater  velocity,  which  will  retard  her 
courfe,  becaufe  file  moves  the  contrary  way.  The 
water  alfo  becoming  lower  behind  than  before  the 
boat,  fije  will  be  prefixed  back  by  the  weight  of  its 
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difference  in  height,  and  her  paffage  will  be  obftrucl- 
ed  by  having  that  weight  conftantly  to  overcome. 

However  fatisfaflory  this  reafoning  might  appear 
to  be,  Dr.  Franklin  determined  to  afcertain  the  truth 
of  it  by  experiment;  deeming  the  fubjeft  to  be  of 
confiderable  importance  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  coun- 
try,^ which  fo  many  projects  for  navigable  canals 
have  been  adopted.  And  he  concludes  from  many 
well-concerted  trials,  the  relation  of  which  would 
now  be  tedious  to  you,  that  if  four  men  or  horfes  be 
required  to  draw  a  boat  in  deep  water  four  leagues 
in  four  hours,  five  will  be  neceffary  to  draw  the  boat 
die  fame  diftance  in  the  fame  time  in  JJoallow  water. 

I  fliall  give  you  one  inflance  more  of  the  advantages 
of  lagacious  attention,  which  may  perhaps  be  more 
amuiing  to  you  than  thofe  which  I  have  recited. 

A  playful  boy,  whofe  bufmefs  it  was  to  open  and 
clofe  alternately  the  communication  between  the  boiler 
and  the  cylinder  of  a  fire-engine,  perceived  that  this 
trouble  might  readily  be  faved.  Whenever,  there- 
fore, he  wifhed  to  be  at  liberty  to  divert  himfelf 
with  his  companions,  he  tied  a  firing  from  the  handle 
of  the  valve,  which  formed  the  communication  to 
another  part  of  the  machine  that  was  in  motion,  and 
the  valve  then  performed  its  office  without  affiftarice. 
The  boy's  idlenefs  being  remarked,  his  contrivance 
foon  became  known,  and  the  improvement  is  now 
adopted  in  every  fire-engine. 
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THE  JOLLY  FELLOW. 

RoDERIC  was  a  young  man,  who  had  negle&ed 
the  cultivation  of  his  underftanding,  and  had  made 
an  early  facrifice  of  knowledge  to  merriment.  He 
could  fing  a  jovial  fong,  and  tell  a  ftory  admirably ; 
for  he  defpifed  truth,  when  it  interfered  with  the 
embellimments  of  humour.  His  fociety  was  courted 
by  the  gay  and  thediffipated;  and  whenever  he  exerted 
his  talents,  he  fet  the  table  in  a  roar.  But  Roderic 
was  fubjecl:  to  fudden  revolutions  of  mind.  At  a 
convivial  meeting  one  day,  he  had  been  more  than 
ufually  lively  and  facetious.  The  Champagne  went 
brilkly  round,  and  bottle  after  bottle  in  quick  fuc- 
ceffion  was  emptied  and  cad  afide.  All  at  once  he 
became  penfive,  his  countenance  fell,  his  eyes  were 
fixed,  and  he  feemed  loft  in  meditation.  The  com- 
pany rallied  him,  and  demanded  the  caufe  of  fuch  an 
unexpected  tranfition  from  jollity  to  gloom.  Certain 
ftrange  ideas,  faid  he,  have  obtruded  themfelves  upon 
me,  and  I  was  ftiocked  to  perceive  how  exactly  I 
refemble  the  bottle  of  Champagne  that  is  before  us. 
The  anfwer  was  a  myflery.  After  a  fhort  paufe,  he 
unravelled  it.  Like  this  bottle,  continued  he,  I  am 
only  fparkling  and  frothy;  the  fource  of  exhilaration, 
but  not  of  fatisfa&ion.  Sicknefs  or  misfortune,  the 
florms  of  life,  may  four  my  wit,  or  flatten  my  fpirits, 
time  will  inevitably  exhauft  themj  and  I  Avail  then 
be  put  away  with  contempt  as  an  empty  veffel  of  no 
intrinfic  value. 
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THE  DUNGHILL  COCK. 

OBSERVE  that  cock!  faid  the  wealthy  and  plod- 
ding  Apicius.    He  has  found  a  way  into  my  granary; 
and  though  he  (lands  upon  a  large  heap  of  corn, 
where  he  may  gratify  all  his  wants  without  pains  or 
trouble,  yet  he  /crapes  with  as  much  eagernefs  as  if 
he  were  earning  his  fcanty  pittance  on  the  dunghill. 
And  is  not  his  mafter,  anfwered  I,  daily  chargeable 
with  the  like  folly,  though  he  boafts  of  reafon,  and 
ridicules  the  undiftinguilhing  operations  of  inftinft? 
Providence  has  furnifhed  him  with  abundance,  but 
he  toils  with  anxiety  for  more.     He  impatiently 
fearches  for  new  treafures,  whilft  he  fhould  be  enjoy- 
ing thofe  which  he  poflefTes:  and  in  the  midfl:  of 
affluence  he  fuffers  the  evils  of  penury. 

PERSECUTION,  AN  ANCIENT  FRAGMENT. 

ARAM  was  fitting  at  the  door  of  his  tent,  under 
the  (hade  of  his  fig-tree;  when  It  came  to  pafs  that 
a  man  ftricken  with  years,  bearing  a  ftaff  in  his  hand, 
journeyed  that  way.  And  it  was  noon-day.  And 
Aram  faid  unto  the  ftranger,  Pafs  not  by,  I  pray 
thee,  but  come  in  and  wafh  thy  feet,  and  tarry  here 
until  the  evening;  for  thou  art  ftricken  with  years, 
and  the  heat  overcometh  thee.  And  the  ftranger  left 
his  ftaff"  at  the  door,  and  entered  into  the  tent  of 
Aram.  And  he  refted  himfelf;  and  Aram  fet  before 
him  bread,  and  cakes  of  fine  meal  baked  upon  the 
hearth.    And  Aram  blefled  the  bread,  calling  upon 
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he  name  of  the  Lord.    But  the  ftrang-er  did  eat, 
nd  refufed  to  pray  unto  the  Mofi  High,  faying, 
["hy  Lord  is  not  the  God  of  my  fathers;  why  there- 
are  mould  I  prefent  my  vows  unto  him  ?  And  Aram's 
/rath  was  kindled;  and  he  called  his  fervants,  and 
ley  beat  the  flranger,  and  drove  him  into  the  wil- 
ernefs.    Now  in  the  evening  Aram  lifted  up  his 
oice  unto  the  Lord,  and  prayed  unto  him;  and 
le  Lord  faid,  Aram,  where  is  the  flranger  that 
)journed  this  day  with  thee?  And  Aram  anfwered 
red  faid,  Behold,  O  Lord!  he  ate  of  thy  bread, 
cad  would  not  offer  unto  thee  his  prayers  and  thanks- 
ivings:  therefore  did  I  chaflife  him,   and  drive 
im  from  before  me  into  the  wildernefs.    And  the 
ord  faid  unto  Aram,  Who  hath  made  thee  a  judge 
etween  me  and  him?  Have  not  I  borne  with  thine 
iquities,  and  winked  at  thy  backflidings ;  and  fhalt 
uou  be  fevere  with  thy  brother,  to  mark  his  errors, 
tid  to  punifh  his  perverfenefs  ?    Arife  and  follow 
ie  flranger,  and  carry  with  thee  oil  and  wine,  and 
loint  his  bruifes,  and  fpeak  kindly  unto  him."  For 
the  Lord  thy  God,  am  a  jealous  God,  and  judg- 
ent  belongeth  only  unto  me.  Vain  is  thine  oblation 
Ff  thankfgiving  without  a  lowly  heart.    As  a  bulrufh 
k'lou  mayefl  bow  down  thine  head,  and  lift  up  thy 
bice  like  a  trumpet;  but  thou  obeyefl  not  the  or- 
dinance of  thy  God,  if  thy  worfliip  be  for  flrife  and 
ebate.    Behold  the  facrifice  that  I  have  chofen ;  is 
not  to  undo  the  heavy  burdens,  to  let  the  oppreffed 
b  free,  and  to  break  every  yoke?  To  deal  thy  bread 
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to  the  hungry,  and  to  bring  the  poor  that  are  cart  out 
to  thy  houfe?  And  Aram  trembled  before  the  pre. 
fence  of  God.  And  he  arofe,  and  put  on  fackcloth 
and  aflies,  and  went  out  into  the  wildernefe,  to  do 
as  the  Lord  had  commanded  him.* 

UNIFORMITY  IN  RELIGION. 

WlIEN  Charles  the  Vth  had  refigned  the  fceptre 
of  Spain,  and  the  imperal  crown  of  Germany,  he 
retired  to  the  monaftery  of  St.  Juftus,  near  the'eity 
of  Placentia,  in  Eftremadura.    It  was  feated  in  a  vale 
of  no  great  extent,  watered  by  a  fmall  brook,  and 
furrounded  by  riling  grounds  covered  with  lofty 
trees.    From  the  nature  of  the  foil,  as  well  as  the 
temperature  of  thj  climate,  it  was  efteemed  the  moflj 
healthful  and  delicious  fituation  in  Spain.    Here  hel 
cultivated  with  his  own  hands  the  plants  in  his  gar-2 
den,  and  fometimes  he  rode  out  to  a  neighbouring 
wood  on  a  little  horfe,  attended  only  by  a  tingle  fe»4 
vaut  on  foot.    When  his  infirmities  confined  him  tov 
his  apartment,  and  deprived  him  of  thefe  moreaftive.f 
recreations,  he  either  admitted  a  few  gentlemen  who-,, 
refided  near  the  monaftery  to  vifit  him,  and  enter-'^ 
tained  them  familiarly  at  his  own  table;  or  he  em- 
ployed himfelf  in  ft udying  mechanical  principles,  andj^j 

*  This  parable  is  an  imitation  of  one  compofed  by  Dr.  Franklin, 
if  that  may  be  called  an  imitation  which  was  written  without  a  light, 
and  from  a  very  imperfect  account,  of  the  original.  Mr.  Dodfley 
has  inferted  the  prefent  piece  in  the  Annual  Regiltcr  for  1777,  but 
it  has  here  undergone  ibme  alterations. 
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iii  forming  works  of  raechanifm,  of  which  he  had 
always  been  remarkably  fond,  and  to  which  his  ge- 
nius was  peculiarly  turned.    He  was  extremely  curi- 
ous with  regard  to  the  conftru&ion  of  clocks  and 
watches;  and  having  found,  after  repeated  trials, 
::hat  he  could  not  bring  any  two  of  them  to  go  ex- 
i<5Hy  alike,  he  reflected  with  a  mixture  of  furprize  as 
veil  as  regret  on  his  own  folly,  (as  he  might  alfo  on 
lis  cruelty  and  injuftice,)  in  having  exerted  himfelf 
vith  fo  much  zeal  and  perfeverance  in  the  more  vain 
ttempt  of  bringing  mankind  to  an  uniformity  of 
entiment  concerning  the  do&rines  of  religion.*  Happy 
/ould  it  have  been  for  Europe,  if  this  juft  and  fin- 
ing analogy  had  occurred  to  the  monarch  during  the 
•lenitude  of  his  power!    And  happy  might  it  now 
rove,  if  allowed  to  operate  againfi  the  fpirit  of  bi- 
otry  and  perfection,  which  Ml  actuates  many  in- 
viduals,  and  even  large  communities! 
Lord  Bacon,  in  treating  the  fubjeft  of  unity  in 
hligion,  feems  to  have  been  forcibly  imprefled  by 
i  analogy  which  he  quotes  from  one  of  the  fathers. 
Christ's  coat,"  fays  he,  «  had  indeed  no  feara, 
but  the  church's  veflure  was  of  divers  colours. 
Let  there  be,  therefore,  variety  in  the  vefture,  but 
i  no  failure.    For  unity  and  uniformity  are  widely 
different."    It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  in  almoft 
'3ry  church  throughout  Chriftendom  a  language  is 
roduced  into  the  Creeds  and  public  offices  of  reii- 
•n,  which  being  not  fcriptural,  but  borrowed  from 
*  See  Robertfon's  Hiftory  of  Charles  V, 
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the  logic  of  the  fchools,  has  become  the  fubject  of 
bitter  controverfy  among  Chriftians.    Such  novelties 
of  words,  as  the  apoftle  terms  them,  ought  carefully 
to  be  avoided  for  the  fake  of  peace :  nor  fliould 
any  do&rinal  phrafeology  be  admitted  that  is  not 
ftrictly  and  literally  evangelical.     The  fame  great 
author  I  have  jurt:  quoted,  has  well  remarked,  that 
"  men  create  to  themfelves  oppofitions  which  in  truth  I 
"  are  not,  and  falhion  and  coin  them  into  new  terms, 
"  which  are  fo  fixed  and  unvariable,  that  though  the 
"  meaning  ought  to  govern  the  term,  the  term  go- 
"  verns  the  meaning."    In  the  excellent  form  of 
*  prayer  which  our  Saviour  has  enjoined,  the  true  fpirit 
of  catholicifm  is  obferved,  though  it  is  borrowed 
from  the  Jewifli  ritual:  and  it  is  an  exemplar  that 
his  difciples  in  every  country  and  of  every  denomi- 
nation fliould  religioufly  follow. 

When  Alexandria  was  taken  by  one  of  the  fuo 
ceffors  of  Mahomet,  the  famous  library  in  that  cityl] 
was  ordered  to  be  deftroyed.    Omar,  the  commander  | 
of  the  faithful,  being  folicited  to  fpare  the  books  of  i 
or  on  philofophy,  returned  an  anfwer  to  the  following | 
purport ! — As  to  the  books  of  which  mention  is  made,* 
if  there  be  contained  in  them  what  accords  with  then 
book  of  God,  there  is  without  them  in  the  book  of  Gobi 
.  all  that  is  fufficicnt.    But  if  there  be  any  thing  in  tbem 
repugnant  to  that  book,  we  in  no  refpecl  want  them. 
Order  them,  therefore,  to  be  all  deflroyed!  Wert 
fome  modern- library  furnilhed  only  with  the  decrees 
of  councils,  confefhons  of  faith,  and  fcholaftic  theo 
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ogy,  to  be  now  coniigned  to  the  flames  by  an  impe- 
rial mandate,  who  would  petition  for  itsprefervation? 
Or  if  a  zealous  advocate  arbfe,  with  what  peculiar 
>ropriety  might  the  reply  of  Omar  be  adopted, 
hanging  the  reference  from  the  Koran  of  Mahomet, 
i  the  facred  Gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift! 


THE  PEDLAR  AND  HIS  ASS. 

T  was  noon-day,  and  the  fun  flione  intenfely  bright, 
llhen  a  pedlar,  driving  his  afs  laden  with  the  choiceft 
■uurflem  ware,  flopped  upon  Delamere  foreft  to  take 
ifrefliment.    He  fat  down  upon  the  turf,  and  after 
i  nfuming  the  provifions  in  his  fatchel,  emptied  his 
aam-bottle,  and  then  compofed  himfelf  to  ileep. 
ut  the  afs,  which  had  travelled  many  a  wearifome 
lie  without' tafting  a  morfel  of  food,  remained  muz- 
id  by  his  fide,  willfully  viewing  the  bloiToms  of 
.ze,  which  grew  in  great  abundance  around  them, 
tdgue  and  heat,  however,  overpowered  the  fenfa- 
ns  of  hunger,  and  drowfinefs  Hole  upon  him.  He 
seled  down,  and  doubling  his  legs  under  him, 
red  upon  his  belly  in  fiich  a  pofition  that  each  of 
panniers  which  he  carried  touched  the  ground, 
!  was  fecurely  fupported  by  it.    But  his  flumbers 
re  of  fhort  duration.    An  angry  hornet,  whofe 
:  had  been  that  morning  deflroyed,  perched  upon 
tback,  and  flung  him  to  the  quick.    Roufed  by 
finart,  he  fuddenly  fprung  up,  and  by  this  violent 
won  produced  a  loud  jarring  0f  the  earthen-ware. 
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.  The  pedlar  awaked  in  confternation ;  and  {hatching 
his  whip,  began  to  lafli  the  afs  with  mercilefs  fury. 
The  poor  bead  fled  from  his  (tripes,  and  was  heard 
of  no  more;  the  panniers  were  thrown  off;  and  the 
Burflem  ware  was  entirely  demolifhed.    Thus  did' 
inhumanity,  lazinefs,  and  paflion,  meet  with  deferved£ 
punifliment.    Had  the  pedlar  remembered  the  craving 
hunger  of  the  afs,  when  he  gratified  his  own;  or 
had  he  purfued  with  diligence  his  journey,  after' 
fmifliing  his  repaft,  no  part  of  thefe  misfortunes  wouldi 
have  befallen  him;  and  his  lofs  might  have  been' 
inconfiderable,  if  unjufh  feverity  and  rafh  refentment- 
had  not  completed  his  ruin. 

THE  BEES. 

A  Dutch  merchant,  who  was  fettled  at  Batavia,] 
procured  a  hive  of  young  bees  from  Poland,  that  ha 
might  multiply  the  breed  of  this  induftrious  infect,  andl 
regale  himfelf  with  honey,  prepared  under  his  owfll 
infpection.  The  bees  were  flationed  in  a  delightful  gar-J 
den,  of  large  extent,  and  furnifhed  with  the  richefl  pro! 
fufion  of  fragrant  herbs  and  flowers.  Plenty  fooaj 
corrupted  their  difpofition  to  labour;  and  the  flock  ol 
honey  which  they  collected  during  the  firft  months  ol 
their  fettlement  was  of  little  value.  The  expectejj 
winter  did  not  enfue;  and  as  they  continued  toenjojj 
abundance  in  this  happy  climate,  they  became  imjj 
provident  of  futurity,  and  were  no  longer  at  thjl 
pains  to  flore  their  cells  with  that  food  which  bouni 
tiful  nature  at  all  feafons  provided  for  them.    Thu  | 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


197 


nfavourable  was  exceiUve  abundance  to  the  admired 
;rtues  of  the  bee.  And  no  lefs  injurious  to  many  a 
ell-formed  youth  is  that  affluence,  which  hath  been 
-aped  together  by  parental  toil,  to  gratify  parental 
nbition :  but  which  ferves  either  to  nourifli  floth,  by 
perfeding  the  neceffity  of  application;  or  to  pro- 
ote  diffipation,  riot,  and  profligacy,  by  giving  a 
life  direction  to  activity. 


AN  EPITAPH. 

TO 

THE  MEMORY 

OF 

SYLVIA; 

HZERFCL  COMPANION,   FAITHFUL  FRIEND,    AND  TRUE  PHILOSOPHER; 
JT  SUBMISSION  TO  GoD,   BXNEVOLENCE  TO  MAN, 
AND  STRICT  CONFORMITY  TO  NATURE, 
WITH  UNAFFECTED  INDIFFERENCE  TO  PROFIT,  POWER,  OR  FAME, 

BE  GENUINE  PHILOSOPHY. 
HE  MINGLED   IN    ALL   COMPANIES,   YET  PRESERVED  HER  NATIVE 

SIMPLICITY  OF  MANNERS; 
■  WAS  CARESSED  BY  THE  PROFLIGATE,  WHILST  SHE  REPROVED  THEIR 
VICES   BY    HER  GOOD  EXAMPLE. 
HER  RELIGION 
WAS    UNTAINTED    WITH  BIGOTRY, 
ALTHOUGH  SHE  DOUBTED  OF  NO  ARTICLE  OF  FAITH: 
AND 

STEADILY  MAINTAINED  PASSIVE  OBEDIENCE  AND  NON-RESISTANCE 
J  WITHOUT   BECOMING   A    PARTISAN   IN  POLITICS. 

SPOTLESS  AS  A  SAINT  SHE  LIVED  }  AND  DIED  A  MARTYR. 
THIS  MONUMENT 
BLAZONS  NO  FEIGNED   VIRTUES  OF    THE  DEAD, 
TO  FLATTER    THE  VANITY  OF  THE  LIVING  j 
rOR  IT    IS    ERECTED   NOT  TO 
A  WOMAN, 

BUT 
A  SPANIEL.* 

*  See  an  account  of  this  fpaniel,  Part  II.  p.  n8. 
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Art  thou  offended,  gentle  reader,  at  this  tribute 
to  the  memory  of  a  faithful  dog  ?    Vifit  the  gardens 
at  Stowe;  and  perufe  the  lines  infcribed  by  Cobhatn 
to  Signor  Fido,  his  Italian  greyhound!    Or  if  claffic 
authority  influence  thy  tafte,  turn  to  the  page  of 
Plutarch,  and  read  the  following  narration !    "  When  I 
<c  the  Athenians,  during  the  war  in  which  they  were! 
ce  engaged  againft  the  Perfians,  were  conftrained  to! 
"  abandon  their  city,  and  retire  to  the  ifland  ofl 
'**  Salamis,  Xanthippus,  the  father  of  Pericles,  em- 
"  barked  with  the  reft  of  his  countrymen.  His 
<c  faithful  dog  having  been  left  behind,  fwam  after 
"  the  lhip  till  he  reached  the  more;  where  the  poor 
"  creature  was  no  fooner  landed,,  than  he  threw  him- 
"  felf  down,  exhaufted  with  fatigue,  and  expired  at 
"  his  matter's  feet.    Xanthippus  buried  him  on  the 
"  fpotj  and  as  a  grateful  memorial  of  his  fidelity, 
et  eretted  a  monument  over  his  grave,  which  remains* 
**  to  this  day,  and  is  known  by  the  name  of  Cynof* 
"fema,  or  the  dog's  fepulchre." 

MATERNAL  CLAIMS  TO  DUTY. 

PARAPHRASED  FROM  XENOPHON. 

It  has  been  the  maxim  of  fome  of  the  paflionate 
admirers  of  antiquity,  that  "  all  novelty  is  but  obli- 
"  vion."  And  though  this  obfervation  is  only  to  b< 
admitted  within  certain  reftriclions,  it  has  fufficien 
foundation  to  incite  our  diligent  enquiries  into  th( 
records  of  ancient  literature.    As  time  (lamps  addi 
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J  tional  value  on  whatever  is  ufeful  and  important,  the 
:|  treafures  which  we  difcover  in  the  rich  mines  of 
,  Greece  and  Rome,  will  appear  to  us  of  more  intrinfic 
,  worth,  than  thofe  which  modern  periods  have  opened 
;■  to  our  view.  It  may  therefore  be  more  wife  in  me, 
;  than  in  the  pedant  of  old,  to  purchafe  the  lamp  of 
jj  J  Socrates;  and  by  borrowing  his  light,  and  enlarging 
1 1 upon  his  precepts,  become  a  philofopher,  and  teacher 
liof  morality. 

Lamprocles,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Socrates,  fell  into  a 
Iwiolent  pallion  with  his  mother.    Socrates  was  a 
witnefs  to  this  fliameful  mifbehaviour,  and  attempted 
,  the  correction  of  it  in  the  following  gentle  and  rational 
manner.    "  Come  hither,  fon,"  faid  he,  "  have  you 
•"  never  heard  of  men  who  are  called  ungrateful?" 
'<  Yes,   frequently,'  anfwered  the  youth.    "  And 
"  what  is  ingratitude?"  demanded  Socrates.    e  It  is 
"  to  receive  a  kindnefs,'  faid  Lamprocles,  « with-' 
"  out  making  a  proper  return,  when  there  is  afavour- 
"  able  opportunity.'    "  Ingratitude  is  a  fpecies  of 
"  injuftice,  therefore,"    faid  Socrates.    £ 1  ftiould 
j"  think  fo,'  anfwered  Lamprocles,    "If then,"  pur- 
fned  Socrates,  "  ingratitude  be  injuftice,  does  it  not 
<c  follow,  that  the  degree  of  it  mull  be  proportionate 
to  the  magnitude  of  the  favours  which  have  been 
"  received?"    Lamprocles  admitted  the  inference; 
and  Socrates  thus  purfued  his  interrogations.    "  Can 
•"  there  fubfift  higher  obligations  than  thofe  which 
"  children  owe  to  their  parents;  from  whom  life  is 
"  derived  and  fupported,  and  by  whofe  good  offices 
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"  it  is  rendered  honourable,  ufeful,  and  happy  ?" 
*  I  acknowledge  the  truth  of  what  you  fay,'  replied 
Lamprocles;  '  but  who  could  fuffer,  without  refent- 
c  ment,  the  ill-humours  of  fuch  a  mother  as  I  have  ?* 
"  What  ftrange  thing  has  me  done  to  you  ?"  faid 
Socrates.  '  She  has  a  tongue,'  replied  Lamprocles, 
c  that  no  mortal  can  bear/  "  How  much  more," 
faid  Socrates,  "  has  me  endured  from  your  wrang- 
"  ling,  fretfulnefs,  and  inceffant  cries,  in  the  period 
"  of  infancy?  What  anxieties  has  me  fuffered  from 
"  the  levities,  capricioufnels,  and  follies  of  your 
"childhood  and  youth?  What  affii&ion  has  me 
"  felt,  what  toil  and  watching  has  fhe  fuftained,  in 
tc  your  illnefles  ?  Thefe  and  various  other  power- 
"  ful  motives  to  filial  duty  and  gratitude  have  been 
"  recognized  by  the  legiflators  of  our  republic.  For 
tc  if  any  one  be  difrefpeclful  to  his  parents,  he  is  not 
"  permitted  to  enjoy  any  poll  of  trull  or  honour. 
*c  It  is  believed  that  a  facrifice  offered  by  an  impious 
"  hand  can  neither  be  acceptable  to  the  gods,  nor 
"  profitable  to  the  ftate;  and  that  an  undutiful  fon 
"  cannot  be  capable  of  performing  any  great  action, 
"  or  of  executing  diflributivejuftice  with  impartiality. 
"  Similar  marks  of  difgrace  are  likewife  ordained  for 
"  thofe,  who,  after  the  death  of  their  parents,  ne-lj 
"  glecl  their  funeral  rites.  This  circumftance  is  par- 
"  ticularly  enquired  into,  when  the  characters  of  thofe 
44  are  examined  who  are  the  candidates  for  public 
"  offices :  therefore,  my  fon,  if  you  be  wife,  you  will 
<c  pray  to  the  gods  to  pardon  the  offences  committed 
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cf  againft:  your  mother.  Let  no  one  difcover  the 
"  contempt  with  which  you  have  treated  her ;  for 
"  the  world  will  condemn  and  abandon  you  for  fuch 
"  behaviour.  And  if  it  be  even  fufpe&ed  that  you 
*  repay  with  ingratituds  the  good  offices  of  your 
"  parents,  you  will  inevitably  forego  the  kindneffes 
"  of  others;  becaufe  no  man  will  fuppofe  that  you 
"  have  a  heart  to  requite  either  his  favours  or  his 
«  friendfliip." 


FRATERNAL  AFFECTION. 

PARAPHRASED  FROM  XENOPHON. 

Two  brothers,  named  Chserephon  and  Chcere- 
crates,  had  quarrelled  with  each  other,  when  Socrates, 
being  acquainted  with  them,  was  folicitous  to  reflore 
their  amity.  Meeting,  therefore,  with  Chcerecrates, 
he  thus  accofted  him.  "  Is  not  friendfliip  the  fweetefl 
"  folace  in  adverfity,  and  the  greateft  enhancement 
"  of  the  bleffings  of  profperity  ?"  4  Certainly  it  is,' 
replied  Chserecrates ;  c  becaufe  our  forrows  are  di- 
c  minifhed,  and  our  joys  increafed  by  fympathetic 
c  participation.'  "  Amongfl:  whom,  then,  mud  we 
<c  look  for  a  friend?"  faid  Socrates.  "  Would  you 
4<  fearch  among  Grangers  ?  they  cannot  be  interefted 
<c  about  you.  Amongfl  your  rivals?  they  have  an 
"  interefl;  in  oppofition  to  yours.  Amongfl:  thofe 
*c  who  are  much  older  or  younger  than  yourfelf? 
*'  their  feelings  and  purfuits  will  be  widely  different 
*f  from  yours.    Are  there  not,  then,  fome  circum- 
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"  (lances  favourable  and  others  effential  to  the  con- 
"  ftitution  of  frieudfhip?"  «  Undoubtedly  there  are/ 
anfwered  Cha?recrates.    "  May  we  not  enumerate," 
continued  Socrates,  "  araongft  the  circumftances  fa- 
"  vourable  to  friendfliip,  long  acquaintance,  common 
"  connexions,  fimilitude  of  age,  and  union  of  in- 
«  tereft  ?"     '  I  acknowledge,'   faid  Chce'recrates, 
<  the  powerful  influence  of  thefe  circumftances 5  but 
'  they  may  fubfift,  and  yet  others  be  wanting,  that 
■  are  effential  to  mutual  amity.'    «  And  what,3'  faid 
Socrates,  "  are  thofe  effentials  which  are  wanting  in 
"  Chcerephon  ?"    4  He  has  forfeited  my  efteem  and 
«  attachment/  anfwered  Chcerecrates.   "  And  has  he 
"  alfo  forfeited  the  efteem  and  attachment  of  the  reft  of 
"  mankind  ?"  continued  Socrates.    "  Is  he  devoid  of 
6 '  benevolence,  generolity,  gratitude,  and  other  focial 
"  affections?"    '  The  gods  forbid,'   cried  Chcere- 
«  crates,  «  that  I  fhould  lay  fuch  a  heavy  charge  upon 
4  him !    His  conduct  to  others,  I  believe,  is  irre- 
*  proachable;  and  it  wounds  me  the  more,  that  he 
4  mould  tingle  me  out  as  the  object  of  his  unkindnefs.  • 
cc  Suppofe  you  have  a  very  valuable  horfe,"  refumed 
Socrates,  "  gentle  under  the  treatment  of  others,  but 
"  ungovernable  when  you  attempt  to  ufe  him;  would 
<{  you  not  endeavour  by  all  means  to  conciliate  his 
"  affection,  and  to  treat  him  in  a  way  the  moft  likely 
"  to  render  him  tractable?    Or  if  you  have  a  dog, 
tc  highly  prized  for  his  fidelity,  watchfulnefs,  and  car  J 
"  of  your  flocks,  who  is  fond  of  your  fhepherds,  and  : 
c(  playful  with  them,  and  yet  fnarls  whenever  you 
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sc  come  in  his  way  ;  would  you  attempt  to  cure  him 
tc  of  this  fault  by  angry  looks,  or  words,  or  any  other 
««  marks  of  refentment  ?    You  would  furely  purfiie 
«*  an  oppofite  courfe  with  him.    And  is  not  the 
"  friendfhip  of  .a  brother  of  far  more  worth  than  the 
««  fervices  of  a  horfe,  or  the  attachment  of  a  dog  ? 
"  Why  then  do  you  delay  to  put  in  practice  thofe 
"  means,  which  may  reconcile  you  to  Chcerephon  ? 
'  Acquaint  me  with  thofe  means,'  anfwered  Chccre- 
crates,  £  for  l  am  a  ftranger  to  them.'    "  Anfwer  me 
"  a  few  queftions,"  faid  Socrates.    "  If  you  defire 
"  that  one  of  your  neighbours  mould  invite  you  to 
"  his  feaft,  when  he  offers  a  facrifice,  what  courfe 
"  would  you  take?"    'I  would  firft  invite  him  to 
£  mine.'    "  And  how  would  you  induce  him  to  take 
"  the  charge  of  your  affairs,  when  you  are  on  a  jour- 
"  ney?"    '  I  fliould  be  forward  to  do  the  fame  good 
6  ofEce  to  him,  in  his  abfence.'    "  If  you  be  folicitous 
"  to  remove  a  prejudice,  which  he  niay  have  received 
<(  againft  you,  how  would  you  then  behave  towards 
tc  him  ?"    *  I  fliould  endeavour  to  convince  him,  by 
*  my  looks,  words,  and  actions,  that  fuch  prejudice 
4  was  ill-founded.'    "  And  if  he  appeared  inclined  to 
"  reconciliation,  would  you  reproach  him  with  the 
"  injuftice  he  had  done  you  ?"    4  No,'  anfwered 
Chccrecrates,   *  I  would  repeat  no  grievances.' — 
"  Go,"  faid  Socrates,  "  and  purfue  that  conducT: 
"  towards  your  brother,  which  you  would  practife 
"  to  a  neighbour.    His  friendship  is  of  ineftimable 
"  worth  ;  and  nothing  is  more  delightful  to  the  gods, 
"  than  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity." 
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IMMODERATE  STUDY. 

SOPHRON  had  pafled  the  day  in  very  intenfe  ap, 
plication  to  his  favourite  ftudy.    The  fliades  of  the 
evening  infenfibly  ftole  upon  him.    He  called  for  his 
lamp,  and  fupplied  it  with  an  extraordinary  quantity 
of  oil,  that  it  might  burn  till  midnight.    The  flame 
was  languid  and  glimmering.    He  added  more  oil- 
it  yielded  a  ftill  fainter  light.    Again  he  replenifhed 
the  lamp— the  flame  became  dimmer.    He  clofed  his 
book ;  and  was  foon  left  in  total  darknefs. 

Ah !  fludious  youth,  ufe  not  with  fuch  profufion 
the  facred  oil  of  learning !  Thus  lavifhly  applied,  it 
will  extinguifli,  not  brighten,  the  intellectual  lamp 
that  burns  within  thee. 

THE  CANARY-BIRD  AND  RED  LINNET. 

ONE  fine  evening,  in  the  month  of  May,  a  canary, 
bird  was  carried  into  the  garden  at  Hart-Hill.  The 
cage  was  fufpended  by  the  branch  of  a  cherry-tree, 
the  bloflbms  and  leaves  of  which  overfpread  the  top 
of  it,  furnifliing  at  once  a  delightful  fliade  and  luxu- 
rious repaft.    I  fat  down  near  it,  on  a  bank  of  turf, 
and  was  highly  pleafed  to  obferve  how  much  the 
little  creature  feemed  to  enjoy  his  new  fituation. 
After  flut  tering  his  wings,  hopping  about,  and  peck- 
ing the  bloflbms  which  prefented  themfelves  through 
the  wires  of  the  cage,  he  at  length  fixed  himfelf  upon 
his  perch,  and  began  the  mod  melodious  fong  I  ever 
heard.    His  notes  were  fo  tuneful,  diflincT:,  and 
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various,  that  he  foon  filenced  the  mufic  of  a  neigh- 
bouring ftirubbery;  and  drew  feveral  birds  into  the 
cherry-tree.  The  fong  of  the  canary  was  now  in- 
terrupted by  a  loud  chirping,  which  proceeded,  as  I 
could  clearly  difcern  through  the  leaves  of  the  tree, 
from  a  red  linnet  perched  on  a  twig,  almoft  clofe  to 
the  cage.  When  the  linnet  ceafed,  the  canary-bird 
feemed  to  reply  by  chirping  in  a  fimilar  manner,  but 
with  more  fweetnefs  and  compofure.  Imagination 
foon  made  me  acquainted  with  this  new  language ; 
and  I  fuppofed  the  following  dialogue  to  have  been 
carried  on  between  them. 

Linnet.  Silly  bird !  what  caufe  haft  thou  to 
raife  fuch  cheerful  and  exulting  notes  ?  Compare 
with  ours  thy  wretched  fituation.  And  when  thou 
viewed  the  bleffings  that  we  poffefs,  fliew  at  leaft  fome 
mare  of  wifdom  and  fenfibility,  by  lamenting  thy  in- 
capacity of  attaining  them.  To  rejoice  in  calamity, 
is  furely  the  height  of  folly. 

Canary-Bird.  Your  reproofs  are  cruel  and 
unjuft.  It  is  over  the  comforts,  and  not  the  evils,  of 
my  fituation,  that  I  rejoice.  When  I  fee  you  roving 
at  large,  I  feel  the  lofs  of  liberty  ;  and  as  I  hop  from 
one  fide  of  my  prifon  to  another,  I  often  expand  my 
wings,  confcious  of  powers  which  I  am  retrained 
from  exercifing.  Nor  am  I  indifferent  to  thofe  focial 
pleafures,  of  which,  though  fometimes  a  witnefs,  I 
am  never  a  partaker.  But  why  mould  I  repine  that 
in  thefe  refpefts  you  are  more  happy  than  myfelf  r 
As  reafonably  might   you   complain  that  partial 
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Heaven  has  conferred  advantages  on  me,  which  are 
denied  to  you.  For  in  that  feafon  when  you  are 
expofed  to  hardlhip,  famine,  and  danger,  I  am  fed 
with  a  liberal  hand ;  flieltered  from  the  winter's 
cold;  and  prote&ed  from  the  fowler,  and  every 
animal  of  prey.  Allow  me  then,  without  reproach, 
to  exprefs  my  thankfulnefs  to  God  in  fongs  of  praife; 
to  bear  my  lot  with  cheerful  refignation;  and  even  to 
rejoice  in  that  good,  which,  though  withholden  from 
me,  is  bellowed  upon  others  of  the  feathered  race. 

Impreffed  with  thefe  ideas,  I  arofe  from  my  feat, 
and  retired  to  my  chamber,  pondering  the  leffon  of 
benevolence,  gratitude,  and  contentment,  which  I 
had  heard.    My  window  commanded  a  view  of  a 
rich  and  extenfive  plain,  bounded  by  lofty  mountains. 
The  fun  particularly  illumined  a  craggy  cliff,  the 
furamit  and  fides  of  which  were  covered  with  pine- 
trees.    Fancy  was  on  the  wing,  and  inftantly  trans- 
ported  me  to  the  ftriking  fcene.    I  conceived  it  to  be 
the  refidence  of  Theophilus;  and  as  I  entered  the. 
favourite  grove  of  the  pious  philofopher,  his  evening 

meditations    thus   faluted   my  intellectual  ear:  

"  Teach  me  to  love  thee,  and  thy  divine  adminiftra- 
"  tion'.  to  regard  the  univerfe  itfelf  as  my  true  and 
cc  genuine  country;  not  that  little  carnal  fpot  where 
£t  I  firft  drew  vital  air.  Teach  me  to  regard  myfelf 
"  but  as  a  part  of  this  great  whole;  a  part  which 
"  for  >ts  welfare  I  am  as  patiently  to  refign,  as  I  refign 
"  a  fingle  limb  for  the  welfare  of  my  whole  body. 
"  Let  my  life  be  a  continued  fcene  of  acquiefcence, 
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;e  and  of  gratitude;  of  gratitude  for  what  I  enjoy, 
-c  and  of  acqtiiefcence  in  what  I  fuffer ;  as  both  can 
"  only  be  referable  to  that  order  of  events,  which 
"  cannot  but  be  bell,  as  being  by  Thee  approved 
"  and  chofen. 

"  Inafrauch  as  futurity  is  hidden  from  my  fight,  I 
"  can  have  no  other  rule  of  choice,  by  which  to 
"  govern  my  conduct,  than  what  feems  confonant  to 
"  the  welfare  of  my  own  particular  nature.  If  it 
"  appear  not  contrary  to  duty  and  moral  office,  (and 
"  how  fliould  I  judge  but  from  what  appears?) 
(i  Thou  canft  not  but  forgive  me,  if  I  prefer  health 
*'  to  ficknefs;  the  fafety  of  life  and  limb,  to  maiming 
"  or  to  death.  But  did  I  know  that  thefe  incidents, 
tl  or  any,  were  appointed  me,  in  that  order  of  events 
<c  by  which  Thou  preferveft  and  adorned  the  whole; 
,tc  it  then  becomes  my  duty  to  meet  them  with  mag- 
ltc  nanimity;  to  co-operate  with  cheerfulnefs  in  what 
"  Thou  ordained;  that  fo  I  may  know  no  other  will 
' "  than  thine  alone ;  and  that  the  harmony  of  my  par- 
"  ticular  mind  with  thy  univerfal  may  be  fteady  and 
f*  uninterrupted  through  the  period  of  my  exigence. 

"  Yet  fince  to  attain  this  height,  this  tranfcendent 
"  height,  is  but  barely  poffible,  if  poffible,  to  the 
"  mod  perfect  humanity;  regard  what  within  me  is 
<c  congenial  to  Thee,  raife  me  above  myfelf,  and 
£t  warm  me  into  enthufiafm.  But  let  my  enthufiafm 
<c  be  fuch  as  befits  a  citizen  of  thy  polity;  liberal, 
f4  gentle,  rational,  and  humane — not  fuch  as  to  de- 
"  bafe  me  into  a  poor  and  wretched  Have,  as  if  Thou 
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"  wcrt  my  tyrant,  not  my  father;  much  Iefs  fuch  as 
"  to  transform  me  into  a  lavage  beau1  of  prey, 
"  fullen,  gloomy,  dark,  and  fierce,  prone  to  perfe- 
"  cute,  to  ravage,  and  deflroy;  as  if  the  lull  of  mad 
"  facre  could  be  grateful  to  thy  goodnefs.  Permit 
"  me  rather  madly  to  avow  villainy  in  thy  defiance,' 
«  than  impioufly  to  affert  it  under  colour  of  thy 
"  fervice.  Turn  my  mind's  eye  from  every  idea  of; 
"  this  chara&er;  from  the  fervile,  abje&,  horrid,  and 
"  ghaftly,  to  the  generous,  lovely,  fair,  and  godlike. 

"  Here  let  me  dwell; — be  here  my  ftudy  and  de- 
"  light.    So  fliairi  be  enabled,  in  the  filent  mirror  of 
"  contemplation,  to  behold  thofe  forms  which  are! 
tc  hidden  to  human  eyes;  that  animating  wifdom 
"  which  pervades  and  rules  the  whole;  that  law  irre- 
"  fiftible,  immutable,  fupreme,  which  leads  the  wil-  i 
"  ling,  and  compels  the  averfe,  to  co-operate  in  their 
"  ftation  to  the  general  welfare;  that  magic  divine 
"  which,  by  an  efficacy  pafl  comprehenfion,    can  i 
"  transform  every  appearance  the  moft  hideous  into 
"  beauty,  and  exhibit  all  things  fair  and  good  to 
"  Thee,  EfTence  Increate,  who  art  of  purer  eyes  than 
"  ever  to  behold  iniquity. 

"  Be  thefe  my  morning,  thefe  my  evening  medi- 
"  tations — with  thefe  may  my  mind  be  unchangeably 
"  tinged — that  loving  Thee,  with  a  love  mod  difin- 
"  terefted  and  fincere ;  enamoured  of  thy  polity,  and 
"  thy  divine  adminiflration  ;  welcoming  every  event 
"  with  cheerfulnefs  and  magnanimity,  as  being  bed 
44  upon  the  whole,  becaufe  ordained  of  Thee ;  pro- 
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|:*  poflug  nothing  to  myfelf,  but  with  a  referve,  that 
I"1  Thou  permitted;  acquiefcing  in  every  obftruftion, 
J"  as  ultimately  referable  to  thy  providence — in  a 
I"  word,  that  working  this  conduct,  by  due  exercife, 
lu  into  perfect  habit,  I  may  never  murmur,  never 
I"  repine  j  never  mifs  what  I  would  obtain,  nor  fall 
I"  into  that  which  I  would  avoid;  but  be  happy  with 
J"  that  tranfcendent  happinefs  of  which  no  one  can 
t'  deprive  me;  and  bleft  with  that  divine  liberty, 
l:  which  no  tyrant  can  annoy."* 

AN  EXPERIMENT.  ' 

-jOOK  attentively  at  the  glafs,  and  mark  the  va- 
tiety  of  images  which  it  exhibits?  You  will  fee  in 
the  haughty  and  infolent  courtier,  awed  into  gen- 
tenefs  by  the  prefence  of  the  tyrant  whom  he  ferves; 
rid  the  tyrant  difturbed  by  fufpicion,  fear,  and  an- 
liiety,  whilft  he  receives  with  fmiles  the  incenfe  of 
uttery,  and  glories  in  his  fplendour  and  power.  The 
.lvious  man  tortured  at  the  heart,  yet  expreffing  out- 
.ard  figns  of  pleafure,  when  the  merits  of  his  rival 
•e  extolled.  The  welj-educated  youth  who  has  been 
educed  by  vicious  companions,  inwardly  appalled  du- 
rng  the  hours  of  riot  and  jollity;  The  idle  lounger, 
eemingly  at  eafe,  but  really  fretful,  difcontented, 
nd  unhappy. 

**  The  paragraphs  marked  by  inverted'commas  have  been  co- 
cd,  with  a  few  variations,  from  Mr.  Harris's  dialogue  concerning 
Pppinefs. 
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You  are  jocular,  faid  Alexis.  I  fee  nothing  but  a 
glafs  tumbler,  containing  about  two  parts  of  water 
and  one  of  oil,  fufpended  by  a  cord,  and  fwung  back- 
wards and  forwards  by  your  hand.  The  oil  appears 
perfectly  fmooth  and  undifturbed,  whilft  the  water 
below  is  in  violent  agitation,  i 

And  do  you  not  perceive,  anfwered  Euphronius, 
a  flriking  analogy  between  this  internal  ftorm  bat 
fuperficial  calm,  and  the  feveral  characters  which  I 
have  enumerated  ?  I  will  diverfify  the  allulion,  and 
vary  the  experiment  by  pouring  out  the  oil,  and  fup- 
plying  its  place  with  water.  The  fluid,  you  obferve, 
now  remains  tranquil  throughout,  although  the  fame 
motion  is  given  to  the  veflfel  as  before.*  Thus  com- 
pofure  of  mind  may  be  preferved  amidfl  the  agitations 
and  tumults  of  life,  if  we  cherifli  no  paffions,  that, 
like  oil  and  water,  are  difcordant  to  each  other.— 
Alexis  acknowledged  the  propriety  of  thefe  moral 
analogies;  but  expreifed  his  furprize  and  perplexity 
at  the  appearances  from  which  they  were  deduced. 
He  was  defired  to  confider  them  attentively,  and  to 
exercile  his  genius  in  the  folution  of  them. 

THE  ROVING  FISHES. 

If  folid  happinefs  we  prize, 
Within  our  breaft  this  jewel  lies, 

And  they  are  fools  who  roam,— 
Of  reft  was  Noah's  dove  bereft, 
When,  with  impatient  wing,  me  left 

That  fafe  retreat,  the  ark: 

*  See  Dr.  Franklin's  Experiments  andObfervationsonEledtricity. 
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Giving  her  vain  excurfion  o'er, 
The  difappointed  bird  once  more 
Explor'd  the  fiicred  bark.f 

Sophronia,  whofe  maternal  tendernefs  was  directed 
■j  a  folid  judgment  and  well-cultivated  underftanding, 
ad  been  repeating  thefe  lines  to  her  fon,  and  urging 
difficulties,  temptations,  and  dangers  which  await 
e  inexperienced  youth,  when  he  too  forwardly 
inches  into  the  bufy  world.    They  were  enjoy- 
;an  evening's  walk;  and  the  path  which  they 
rfued  terminated  in  a  beautiful  pond,  fupplied  with 
tter  by  a  murmuring  rill,  that  for  a  while  feemed 
llofe  its  current;  but  patting  onwards,  flowed 
ough  a  concealed  grate  into  a  neighbouring  brook, 
ving  reached  the  margin  of  the  pond,  they  flopped 
;aze  at  the  fportive  fifties,  gliding  in  all  directions, 
1  graceful  eafe,  through  the  yielding  element.  But 
rge  tench  was  obferved  to  remain  in  one  unvaried 
rion,  as  if  flupified  with  pain,  or  overwhelmed 
forrow.    Were  fifhes  capable  of  reflection,  I 
Idprefume,  faid  Sophronia,  that  the  tench  we 
tooking  at,  is  mourning  the  folly  and  calamities 
r  offspring.    Laft  week  a  fudden  and  unufual 
of  the  brook  raifed  the  water  of  this  pond  above 
el;  and  three  young  tenches  eagerly  took  the 
tunity  of  efcaping  over  the  grate,  and  quitted 
joy  the  confinement,  to  which  they  had  fub- 
for  fame  time  with  impatience  and  difcontent. 
fwam  down  the  flream,  exulting  in  their  li- 
and  were  jufl  entering  a  fpacious  mill-pool, 

t  Cotton's  Fire-Side. 
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which  promifed  every  gratification  to  their  boundlefs 
wifties,  when  a  ravenous  pike  feized  upon  the  fore- 
molt,  and  terrified  the  others  with  the  apprehenfion 
of  dangers  before  unknown.  The  (hallows  of  the 
pool  were  now  fought  for  fecurity,  but  the  flood 
having  damaged  the  dike,  the  water  rapidly  di» 
charged  itfelf.  One  of  the  remaining  tenches  was 
left  in  a  hollow,  to  die  a  painful  and  lingering  death; 
the  other  impelled  by  hunger  fwallowed  a  bait,  am 
became  the  prey  of  a  fiflierman.  Thus  perifhei 
thefe  unfortunate  rovers;  affording  us  a  leffon  of  in 
ftruftion,  concluded  Sophronia,  which  it  cannot  b 
ncceffary  either  to  explain  or  to  apply. 

THE  HISTORIAN  AND  THE  PAINTER. 

WHAT  unpleafmg  face  is  this?  faid  anhiftoria 
to  a  painter,  as  he  was  viewing  the  exhibition  of  h 
pictures.    It  is  the  portrait,  anfwered  the  artift,  of 
man  whom  I  fecretly  defpife;  and  I  have  purpofel 
rendered  it  harfh  and  difagreeable.— What  a  liber; 
and  noble  countenance,  continued  the  learned  fpe 
tator,  does  the  piaure  before  me  difplay!    So  lool 
the  original,  replied  the  painter;  and  I  have  the  b 
nourto  call  him  my  friend  and  patron.— May  I  o 
prefume,  then,  that  the  Venus,  on  the  right  hand, 
the  likenefs  of  your  miftrefs  ?    I  confefs  it,  faid  U 
artift  with  a  blufli.    But  if  paffion  and  prejudj 
fometimes  guide  my  pencil,  how  much  morei 
quently  do  they  direfl  your  pen?    I  delineate  cli 
for  the  eye;  you  for  the  undemanding  and  the  hed 
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lb  deceive,  therefore,  may  be  venial  in  the  painter, 
it  is  criminal  in  the  hiftorian.    The  art  of  falfe 
■Mouring,  however,  is  not  peculiar  either  to  you  or 

I  me.  It  is  praftifed  by  all  mankind,  both  in  their 
pigments  of  themfelves  and  others.  Self-love 
Icongly  incites  to  draw  a  flattering  pi&ure;  political 
Idd  religious  prejudices,  though  lefs  forcible,  are  not 
fss  certain  in  their  influence;  and  envy,  rivalfliip, 
j.J  hatred,  offer  to  our  pencil  only  dark  and  dis- 
tilling tints. 

"  All  is  infetfed,  that  the  infefted  'fpy ; 
"  As  all  looks  yellow  to  the  jaundic'd  eye." 

THE  RATTLE-SNAKE. 

IIN  European  youth,  fauntering  through  a  wood 
|Virginia,  heedlefs  where  he  trod,  fuddenly  heard 
larfli  rattling  noife,  which  filenced  the  warbling  of 
nightingales,  and  feemed  to  ftrike  terror  into 
|rry  living  objea:  around  him.  He  looked  forward, 
■  beheld,  acrofs  the  path  which  he  purfued,  a  large 
ice,  with  the  head  erect,  the  body  coiled,  and  the 
ill  tail,  from  which  the  found  proceeded,  in  conti- 

II  agitation.  Alarmed  with  the  danger  that 
I  ited  him,  he  haftened  back  to  Williamfburgh ; 
1  was  eager  both  to  recount  his  adventure,  and  to 
I  utterance  to  the  reflexions  which  it  had  fug- 
1 3d.  How  wife,  faid  he,  are  the  provifions  of  the 
ihor  of  Nature,  to  guard  his  favourite,  man  from 
Itever  may  prove  noxious  or  deftru&ive  to  him? 
I  lion  roars  when  he  iflues  from  his  denj  the 
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wolf  howls  in  his  no&urnal  excurfions ;  and  the, 
dreadful  ferpent  from  which  I  efcaped  this  morning, 
fhakes  his  rattle,  as  he  crawls  along,  to  warn  us  of 
the  danger  that  approaches. 

Ceafe,  young  man,  replied  a  venerable  fage,  to 
accufe  Providence  of  partiality;  nor  abufe  the  wifdom. 
of  God,  by  applaufes  which  are  founded  only  on 
pride  and  ignorance!  The  animals  you  have  men- 
tioned inhabit  many  a  defert,  where  no  human  foot- 
ftep  can  be  traced:  how  then  fliould  their  infiin&s 
or  exertions  have  any  reference  to  the  fecurity  of 
man?  The  lions  roar,  and  the  wolves  howl,  to  roufe 
the  beafls  from  their  fecret  hiding-places :  for  with- 
out fuch  difcovery  of  their  prey,  of  what  avail  would 
be  their  fhength  or  fwiftnefs  ? 

The  fnake  you  faw  produces  no  found  with  the 
tail,  in  the  ordinary  motions  of  his  body  ;  and  had 
not  a  childifti  fear  prevented,  you  might  have  been 
a  witnefs  to  the  ufe  which  he  makes  of  his  rattle. 
That  reptile  feeds  chiefly  on  fquirrels  and  birds, 
which  he  cannot  catch,  without  fome  artifice  to  bring 
them  within  his  reach.  He  therefore  creeps  near  the 
tree,  on  whofe  branches  he  perceives  them ;  and 
fuddenly  (baking  his  rattle,  fo  affrights  the  poor 
creatures,  on  which  he  fixes  his  piercing  eyes,  that 
they  have  no  power  to  efcape :  and  they  leap  from 
bough  to  bough,  till,  overcome  with  terror  and  fa- 
tigue, they  fall  to  the  ground,  and  are  devoured  by 
their  ravenous  enemy.* 

*  See  Mead  on  Poifons. 
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AN  EXPERIMENT. 

[TwO  young  beech  trees,  planted  at  the  fame  time, 
in  the  fame  foil,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  each  other, 
rnd  equally  healthy,  were  pitched  upon  as  the  fubjeft 
ff  the  following  experiment.  They  were  accurately 
neafured ;  and  as  foon  as  the  buds  began  to  fwell 
n  the  fpring,  the  whole  trunk  of  one  of  them  was 
IJeanfed  of  its  mofs  and  dirt,  by  means  of  a  brulh 
end  foft  water.  Afterwards  it  was  waflied  with  a 
vet  flannel,  twice  or  thrice  every  week,  till  about  the 
niddle  of  fummer.  In  autumn,  when  the  annual 
rrowth  was  fuppofed  to  be  completed,  the  beeches 
fere  again  meafured;  and  the  increafe  of  the  tree, 
I'hich  had  been  waflied  was  found  to  exceed  that  of 
iae  other,  nearly  in  the  proportion  of  two  to  one.f 

Had  you  feen  the  commencement  of  this  experi- 
cent,  Alexis,  you  would  probably  have  fmiled  at  the 
■cety  of  the  gardener,  and  thought  his  labour  mis- 
jjplied.    But  the  conclufion  of  it  will  give  you  dif- 
irent  ideas  ;  and  perhaps  convince  you,  by  the  ob. 
ous  analogy,  that  cleanlinefs  and  frequent  wafliing 
romote  the  health,  vigour,  and  growth  of  the  body, 
may  fatisfy  you  alfo,  that  various  minute  atten- 
cons,  in  the  condutt  of  your  education,  which  at 
refent  may  feem  to  be  fuperfluous  and  irkfome,  are 
:real  importance,  by  removing  thofe  caufes  which 
ould  retard  your  progrefs  towards  manly  flrength 

1+  See  Dr.  Hale's  Statical  Eflays;  Mr.  Evelyn's  Sylva;  and  the 
lilof.  Tranf.  vol.  xlvii.  ' 
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and  mental  excellence.  For  every  habit  of  awkward, 
nefs  impairs  fome  ufeful  power  of  action;  and  as  the 
mofs  preys  on  the  nutricious  juices  of  the  beech,  fo 
falfe  opinions  and  principles  defpoil  the  mind  of  a 
correfpondent  portion  of  knowledge,  truth,  and  virtue. 

TRUE  ELEVATION  OF  MIND  DISPLAYED  IN 
CONDESCENSION  AND  HUMANITY. 

Sir  Philip  Sidney  was  one  of  the  brighten1  orna- 
ments of  Queen  Elizabeth's  court.    In  early  youth 
he  difcovered  the  ftrongefl  marks  of  genius  and  un- 
demanding.   Sir  Fulk  Greville,  Lord  Brook,  who 
was  his  intimate  friend,  and  who  has  written  an 
account  of  his  life,  fays,  "  Though  I  lived  with  him, 
"  and  knew  him  from  a  child,  yet  I  never  knew  him 
"  other  than  a  man,  with  fuch  fteadinefs  of  mind, : 
"  lovely  and  familiar  gravity,  as  carried  grace  and  ( 
*'  reverence  above  greater  years.    His  talk  was  ever 
"  of  knowledge,  and  his  very  play  tended  to  enrich 
"  his  mind." 

He  was  an  active  fupporter  of  the  caufe  of  liberty 
in  the  Low  Countries,  where  he  had  a  command  un- 
der his  uncle  the  Earl  of  Leicefter,  general  of  the 
Englifh  forces  employed  againft  the  tyrant  Philip  II. 
of  Spain.  In  the  battle  near  Zutphen,  he  dilplayed 
the  mod  undaunted  and  enterpriling  courage.  He 
had  two  horfes  killed  under  him,  and  whilfl  mount- 
ing a  third  he  was  wounded  by  a  mulket-fhot  out 
of  the  trenches,  which  broke  the  bone  of  his  thigh. 
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He  returned  about  a.  mile  and  a  half  on  horfeback 
to  the  camp;  and  being  faint  with  the  lofs  of  blood, 
and  probably  parched  with  third  through  the  heat 
of  the  weather,  he  called  for  drink.    It  was  prefently 
brought  to  him;  but  as  he  was  putting  the  veffel  to 
his  mouth,  a  poor  wounded  foldier,  who  happened 
to  be  carried  by  him  at  that  inftant,  looked  up  to  it 
<  with  wilhful  eyes.    The  gallant  and  generous  Sidney 
i  took  the  bottle  from  his  mouth  juft  when  he  was 
going  to  drink,  and  delivered  it  to  the  foldier,  faying, 
Thy  necejfity  is  yet  greater  than  mine.    Sir  Philip  was 
(Conveyed  to  Arnheim,  and  attended  by  the  principal 
ifurgeons  of  the  camp.    During  fixteen  days  great 
] hopes  were  entertained  of  his  recovery;  but  the  ball 
not  being  extracted,  and  a  mortification  enfuing,  he 
prepared  himfelf  for  death  with  the  utmoft  piety  and 
: fortitude,  and  expired  on  the  17th  of  October,  1586, 
iin  the  thirty-fecond  year  of  his  age.    He  is  faid  to 
lliave  taken  leave  of  his  brother  in  thefe  affecting  terms : 
Love  my  memory ;  cherifli  my  friends;  their  fidelity 
to  me  may  aflure  you  that  they  are  honeft.  But 
"  above  all,  govern  your  will  and  affections  by  the 
<tc  will  and  word  of  your  Creator;  in  me  beholding 
\il  the  end  of  this  v/orld,  with  all  her  vanities."* 


ROBINSON  CRUSOE. 

Ju  AN  Fernandez  is  an  illand  in  the  great  South- 
'Sea,  about  fifteen  miles  long  and  fix  broad.  The 

*  See  the  Brit.  Biogra.  vol.  vi.  article  Sidney. 
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firings  of  water  which  it  contains  are  excellent,  and 
it  abounds  with  a  variety  of  efculent  and  antifcorbutic 
vegetables.  Formerly  wild  goats  fubfifted  in  great 
numbers  on  its  mountains,  but  the  breed  is  now 
nearly  deftroyed.  Commodore  Anfon's  fquadron, 
in  1 74 1,  remained  here  three  months,  during  which 
time  the  dying  crews,  who  on  their  arrival  could 
fcarcely  heave  the  anchor  with  one  united  effort,  were 
cured  of  the  fcurvy,  and  reftored  to  perfect  health. 
The  Commodore  fowled  in  the  ifland  many  garden- 
feeds,  and  fet  the  (tones  of  plumbs,  apricots,  and 
peaches,  which  it  is  faid  have  fince  come  to  maturity. 

About  the  year  1705,  Alexander  Selkirk,  a  Scotch 
mariner,  was  left  by  fome  accident  on  this  defert 
ifland,  where  he  continued  till  1710,  when  he  was 
taken  up  by  an  Englifli  fliip,  and  brought  back  to 
Europe.    The  houfe  which  he  built  as  a  flicker  from 
the  inclemencies  of  the  weather,  and  as  a  defence 
from,  danger,  fubfifted  in  the  time  of  Lord  Anfon; 
and  h  defcribed  to  have  been  fo  final!,  that  a  man 
could  not  without  difficulty  creep  into  it  and  ftretch 
htmfelf  at  length.*    When  Selkirk  returned  to  his 
native  country,  he  related  his  very  interefting  adven- 
tures to  Daniel  Defoe,  who  founded  upon  them  the 
Hiftory  of  Robinfon  Crufoe,  the  bed  and  mod  enter- 
taining moral  romance  now  extant.    It  difplays,  in  a 
finking  manner,  the  advantage  of  being  inured  to 
manual  exertions,  the  value  of  ikill  in  the  mechanic 
arts,  the  numberlefs  benefits  we  derive  from  the 

*  Bcattie's  Diflertations,  p.  565. 
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divifion  of  labour;  and  above  all,  it  enables  us  to 
perceive,  in  their  full  extent,  the  intellectual,  moral, 
and  religious  aids  we  derive  from  fociety.  Some  of 
thefe  improving  lelTons  are  admirably  enforced  in  the 
following  little  poem,  by  Mr.  Cowper,  which  the 
reader  mult  fuppofe  to  have  been  the  foliloquy  of 
Selkirk,  on  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fernandez. 

"  I  am  monarch  of  all  I  furvey, 

"  My  right  there  is  none  to  difpute; 
"  From  the  centre  all  round  to  the  fea 

"  I  am  lord  of  the  fowl  and  the  brute. 
"  Oh  folitude !  where  are  the  charms 

"  That  fages  have  feen  in  thy  face  ? 
<c  Better  dwell  in  the  midft  of  alarms, 

"  Than  reign  in  this  horrible  place. 

"  I  am  out  of  humanity's  reach, 

"  I  rauft  finifh  my  journey  alone, 
<«  Never  hear  the  fweet  mufic  of  fpeech ; 

"  I  ftart  at  the  found  of  my  own. 
"  The  beafts  that  roam  over  the  plain, 

"  My  form  with  indifference  fee, 
"  They  are  fo  unacquainted  with  man; 

"  Their  tamenefs  is  mocking  to  me. 

"  Society,  friendfhip,  and  love, 

"  Divinely  beftow'd  upon  man, 
"  O  had  I  the  wings  of  a  dove, 

"  How  foon  would  I  tafte  you  again ! 
"My  forrows  I  then  might  affuage 

"  In  the  ways  of  religion  and  truth; 
"  Might  learn  from  the  wifdom  of  age, 

"  And  be  cheer'd  by  the  fallies  of  youth. 

"  Religion  !  what  treafure  untold, 

"  Refides  in  that  heavenly  word  ! 
"  More  precious  than  fdver  and  gold, 

"  Or  all  that  this  earth  can  afford. 
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"  But  the  found  of  the  church-going  bell 
"  Thefe  valleys  and  rocks  never  heard, 

"  Ne'er  figh'd  at  the  found  of  a  knell, 
"  Or  fmil'd  when  a  fabbath  appear'd. 

'*  Ye  winds,  that  have  made  me  your  fporr, 

"  Convey  to  this  defolate  lhore 
**  Some  cordial,  endearing  report 

"  Of  a  land  I  fliall  vifit  no  more. 
"  My  friends,  do  they  now  and  then  fend 

"  A  wifh  or  a  thought  after  me  ? 
"  O  tell  me  I  yet  have  a  friend, 

*'  Though  a  friend  I  am  never  to  fee. 

"  How  fleet  is  a  glance  of  the  mind! 

"  Compar'd  with  the  fpeed  of  its  flight,  ' 
"  The  tempeft  itfelf  lags  behind, 

"  And  the  fwift-wing'd  arrows  of  light. 
"  When  I  think  of  my  own  native  land, 

"  In  a  moment  I  feem  to  be  there ; 
"  But  alas !  recollection  at  hand 

"  Soon  hurries  me  back  to  defpair, 

"  But  the  fea-fowl  is  gone  to  her  neft, 

"  The  bcail  is  laid  down  in  his  lair; 
"  E'en  here  is  a  feafon  of  re.fr, 

*'  And  I  to  my  cabin  repair. 
"  There  is  mercy  in  every  place, 

"  And  mercy,  encouraging  thought! 
*'  Gives  even  afHiftion  a  grace, 

"  And  reconciles  man  to  his  lot." 

CowrER's  Poems,  vol.  i. 


CRITICISM. 

"  For  not  to  know  fome  trifles  is  a  praife."  Pope. 

BOCCALINI,  a  celebrated  Italian  writer,  who 
flouriflied  about  the  beginning  of  the  feventeenth 
century,  adopts  the  following  fiftion.    He  fuppofes 
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that  Apollo,  holding  a  court  on  Parnaflus,  hears  the 
complaints  of  the  whole  world,  and  adminifters  in 
each  cafe  impartial  jultice.    A  critic,  having  collected 
all  the  faults  of  a  great  poet,  offered  them  to  the 
judge,  who  gracioufly  received  the  tribute,  and  pro- 
mifed  an  adequate  reward.    He  therefore  delivered 
to  the  author  a  quantity  of  wheat,  juft  thralhed  from 
the  flieaf,  and  commanded  him  to  feparate,  with  the 
niceft  care,  the  chaff  from  the  grain.    The  critic  en- 
gaged in  the  talk  with  hope  and  alacrity.  And 
when  he  had  completely  finiflied  it,  Apollo  prefented 
him  with  the  chaff,  as  the  prize  due  to  his  merit,  and 
which  alone  he  was-  qualified  to  value.*    Such  is  the 
reward  of  thofe  who  make  it  their  primary  objefl  to 
difcover  the  blemifhes,  not  the  excellencies  of  the 
works  which  they  perufe;  a  faftidious  mode  of  cri- 
ticifm,  equally  unfavourable  to  pleafure  and  to  im- 
provement.   It  originates  for  the  molt  part  in  vanity 
or  affeftation,  and  always  betrays  difingenuoufnefs 
and  want  of  judgment.    Tafte  and  knowledge  ele- 
vate the  mind  above  attention  to  trifles,  and  candour 
difpofes  it  to  fearch  for  incitements  to  praife,  and  not 
to  cenfure. 

The  following  ludicrous  incident  is  related  by  Mr. 
Pope.  "  The  famous  Lord  Halifax  was  rather  a 
"  pretender  to  tafte  than  really  poffeffed  of  it.  When 
"  I  had  finiflied  the  two  or  three  firft  books  of  my 

•  Mr.  Addifon,  in  his  admirable  Commentary  on  Paradife  Loft, 
has  quoted  this  fable  of  Boccalini,  and  delivered  fome  excellent  ob- 
fervations  on  the  folly  of  hypercriticifm. 
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mtomi  of  the  Iliad,  that  lord  defired  to  have 

it  fje  Tof  heariDg  them  read  at  his 

ct  A,d,f0n'  C°nS'reve'  ™*  Garth,  were  there  at  the 
«  T  In  f°Ur  °r  five  Pla^  Lord  Halifax 

££  ,°??ed  mJ  ^7  civ%>  and  with  a  fpeech  each 

c  ™'  7^  f  ^  fame  k^> '  I  beg  your  pardon, 
£  Mr  Pope,  but  there  is  fomething  in  that  pana^ 
that  does  not  quite  pleafe  me.    Be  fo  good  as 
o  mark  the  place,  and  confider  it  a  little  at  your 
<£    leifure    I  m  fare  you  can  give  it  a  little  turn.'  I 

cc  T       fl'°m  L°rd  Halifax  ™*  Dr.  Garth  in  his 
chanot;  and  as  .we  were  going  along,  was  faying 
t  to  the  Doftor,  that  my  Lord  had  laid  me  under  a 
good  deal  of  difficulty  by  fuch  loofe  and  general 
observations,  that  I  had  been  thinking  over  the 
Phages  almoft  ever  fince,  and  could  not  guefs  at 
what  it  was  that  offended  his  Lord/hip  in  either 
of  them.  Garth  laughed  heartily  at  my  embamfe. 
merit;  faid  I  had  not  been  long  enough  acquainted 
with  Lord  Halifax  to  know  his  way  yet;  that  I 
«  need  not  puzzle  myfelf  about  looking  thofe  places 
^  over  and  over  when  I  got  home.    <  AH  you  need 
'  '  do/  fays  he,  <  is  to  leave  them  juft  as  they  are; 
'  «  call  on  Lord  Halifax  two  or  three  months  hence, 
thank  him  for  his  kind  obfervations  on  thofe  paf- 
fages,  and  then  read  them  to  him  as  altered.  I 
I  '  naVe  known  hi"i  much  longer  than  you  have, 
'  4  and  will  be  anfwerable  for  the  event.'    I  fol- 
:  lowed  his  advice,  waited  on  Lord  Halifax  feme 
time  after;  faid  I  hoped  he  would  find  his  objections 
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"  to  thofe  paffages  removed ;  read  them  to  him  ex- 
*'  a&Iy  as  they  were  at  firlb  and  his  Lordfhip  was 
"  extremely  pleafed  with  them,  and  cried  out,  Ay, 
I  "  now  they  are  perfeclly  right,  nothing  can  be-better.*3' 

ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  THE  VARIOUS  DEGREES,  ENER- 
GIES, AND  MODIFICATIONS  OF  INSTINCT. 

i  Simple  inftindl:  is  a  propenfity  to  feek,  without 
|  deliberation  or  defign,  what  is  agreeable  to  the  par- 
|  ticular  nature  actuated  by  it;  and  to  avoid  what  is 
:  incongruous  or  hurtful.  It  is  a  pra&ical  power  which 

ii  requires  no  previous  knowledge  or  experience,  and 

i  which  purfues  a  prefent  or  diftant  good,  without  any 

ii  definite  ideas  or  forefight,  and  often  with  no  apparent 
I  confcioufuefs.  .  The  calf,  when  it  firft  comes  into  the 
jpworld,  applies  to  the  teats  of  the  cow,  ignorant  of 
[Itthe  tafte  or  nutritious  quality  of  the  milk,  and  con- 
sequently with  no  views  either  to  fenfual  gratification 

i  or  fupport.  And  the  duckling  which  has  been  hatched 
:i under  a  hen,  at  a  diftance  from  water,  difcovers  a 
iconftant  reftleflhefs  and  impatience,  and  is  obferved 
to  pracYife  all  the  motions  of  fwimming,  though  a 
ftranger  to  its  future  defignation,  and  to  the  element 
ffor  which  its  oily  feathers  and  web-like  feet  are  formed. 
TThe  female  turtle  lays  her  eggs  in  the  fand  on  the 
iifea-fliore,  where  they  are  left  to  be  hatched  by  the 
vwarmth  of  the  fun.  As  foon  as  they  come  forth, 
tthey  crawl  to  the  fea.    Caterpillars  fhaken  oW  a  tree 

*  See  Spence.   Johnfon's  Life  of  Pope. 
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hi  any  direction  turn  immediately  towards  the  trunk, 
and  climb  to  the  foliage.    *  A  ftonechatter  makes 
"  its  nefton  the  ground,  or  near  it;  and  the  young,' 
"  as  foon  as  they  can  fhift  for  themfelves,  leave  the 
"  neft  inftinftively.    An  egg  of  the  bird  was  laid  in- 
"  a  fwajlow's  ncfl  fixed  to  the  roof  of  a  church. 
"The  fwallowfed  all  the  young  equally,  without 
"  diftinaion.    The  young  ftonechatter .  left  the  neft 
"  at  the  ufual  time,  before  it  could  fly;  and  falling 
"  to  the  ground,  it  was  taken  up  dead."*  The 
dung-hill  fowl  feeds  on  worms,  and  on  the  feeds  of 
vegetables  depofited  near  the  furface  of  the  ground. 
To  difcover  thefe  provifions,  nature  inflinctively  im- 
pels the  bird  to  fcrape  with  the  foot ;  and  this  ad  is , 
performed  even  on  a  heap  of  corn. 

A  power,  analogous  to  this  fimple  inftinct,  ope- 
rates with  equal  energy,  on  the  vegetable  kingdom. 
Thus  a  hop  plant,  turning  round  a  pole,  follows  the 
courfe  of  the  fun,  from  fouth  to  weft,  and  foon  dies 
when  forced  into  an  oppofite  line  of  motion:  but  re- 
move the  obftacle,  and  the  plant  will  quickly  return  ' 
to  its  ordinary  pofition.    The  branches  of  a  honey- 
fuckle  {hoot  out  longitudinally,  till  they  become  un- 
able to  bear  their  own  weight;  and  then  ftrengthen 
themfelves,  by  changing  their  form  into  a  fpiral:  when 
they  meet  with  other  living  branches  of  the  fame 
kind,  they  coalefce,  for  mutual  fupport,  and  one 
fpiral  turns  to  the  right,  and  the  other  to  the  left; 
thus  feeking,  by  an  inftinctive  impulfe,  fome  body  on 
*  Sketches  of  the  Hiftory  of  Man. 
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j  which  to  climb,  and  increafing  the  probability  of  find- 
j  ing  one,  by  the  diverfity  of  their  courfe :  for  if  the 
I  auxiliary  branch  be  dead,  the  other  uniformly  winds 
liitlelf  round  from  the  right  to  the  left.* 

Several  years  ago,  whilft  engaged  in  a  courfe  of 
experiments,,  to  afcertain  the  influence  of  fixed  air  on 
•vegetation,  the  following  faft  repeatedly  occurred  to 
me.    A  fprig  of  mint,  fufpended  by  the  root,  with 
tithe  head  downwards,  in  the  middle  glafs  veffel  of 
:tbe  machine  for  preparing  mephitic  water,  continued 
:to  thrive  vigoroufly,  without  any  other  pabulum  than 
■what  was  fupplied  by  the  ftream  of  gas  to  which  it 
was  expofed.    In  twenty-four  hours,  the  ftem  formed 
into  a  curve,  the  head  became  ereft,  and  gradually 
.lfcended  towards  the  mouth  of  the  veffel}  thus  pro- 
ducing, by  fucceffive  efforts,  a  new  and  unufual 
configuration  of  its  parts.    Such  exertions  in  the 
I;  prig  of  mint,  to  re&ify  its  inverted  pofition,  and  to 
1  emove  from  a  foreign  to  its  natural  element,  feem  to 
;vince  an  inflincl:  to  avoid  what  was  evil,  and  to  re- 
over  what  had  been  experienced  to  be  good.    If  a 
plant  in  a  garden-pot  be  placed  in  a  room  which  has 
no  light,  except  from  a  hole  in  the  wall,  it  will  ftioot 
owards  the  hole,  pafs  through  it  into  the  open  air, 
;  nd  then  vegetate  upwards  in  its  proper  direction, 
irhe  water-lily,  be  the  pond  deep  or  fliallow  in  which 
grows,  pufhes  up  its  flower-ftems  till  they  reach 
j'he  open  air,  that  the  farina  facundans  may  perform 
without  injury  its  proper  office.    About  feveiun  the 

*  Lord  Kaims's  Gentleman  Farmer. 
VOL.  I.  p 
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morning  the  ftalk  ere&s  itfelf,  and  the  flowers  rife 
above  the  furface  of  the  water:  in  this  {rate  they  conti- 
nue  till  four  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  (talk  becomes 
relaxed,  and  the  flowers  fink  and  clofe.  Lord 
Kaims  relates,  that  "  amongft  the  ruins  of  New 
"  Abbey,  formerly  a  monaftery,  in  Galloway,  there 
"  grows  on  the  top  of  a  wall  a  plane-tree,  twenty 
"  feet  high.  Straitened  for  nourifliment  in  that  bar- 
"  ren  fnuation,  it  feveral  years  ago  direfted  roots 
"  down  the  fide  of  the  wall  till  they  reached  the 
"  ground,  ten  feet  below:  and  now  the  nourifliment 
"  it  afforded  to  thefe  roots  during  the  time  of  defcend- 
"  ing,  is  amply  repaid  j  having  every  year  fince  that 
"  time  made  vigorous  fhoots.  From  the  top  of  the 
"  wall  to  the  furface  of  the  earth  thefe  roots  have 
"  not  thrown  out  a  fingle  fibre,  but'  are  now  united 
"  into  a  pretty  thick  hard  root."*  The  regular 
movements  by  which  the  fun-flower  prefents  its  fplen- 
did  diflc  to  the  fun,  have  been  known  to  naturalifts, 
and  celebrated  by  poets  both  of  ancient  and  modern 
times.  Ovid  founds  upon  it  a  beautiful  ftoryj  and 
Thomfon  defcribes  it  as  an  impulfe  of  love  to  the 
celeftial  luminary — 

"  But  one,  the  lofty  follower  of  the  fun, 
"  Sad  when  he  fets,  fhuts  up  her  yellow  leaves, 
"  Drooping  all  night ;  and  when  he  warm  returns, 
"  Points  her  enamour'd  bofom  to  his  ray." 

Thefe  examples  of  the  inftinctive  ceconomy  of  ve- 
getables have  been  purpofely  taken  from  fubjetfs 

*  Gentleman  Farmer. 
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familiar  to  our  daily  obfervation:  but  the  plants  of 
warmer  climates,  were  we  fufficiently  acquainted  with 
them,  would  probably  furnifh  better  illuftrations  of 
this  acknowledged  power  of  animality;  and  I  fliall 
briefly  recite  the  hiftory  of  a  very  curious  exotic,  which 
las  been  delivered  to  us  from  good  authority,  and 
confirmed  by  the  obfervations  of  feveral  European 
ootanifts.    The  Dioncea  Mufcipula  is  a  native  of 
North-Carolina.    Its  leaves  are  numerous,  inclining 
o  bend  downwards,  and  placed  in  a  circular  order: 
hey  are  jointed  and  fucculent:  the  upper  joint  con- 
its  of  two  lobes,  each  of  which  is  femi-oval  in  its 
orm,  with  a  margin  furniflied  with  ftiff  hairs,  which 
rnbrace  each  other  when  they  clofe  from  any 
ritation.    The  furfaces  of  thefe  lobes  are  covered 
ith  fmall  red  glands,  which  probably  fecrete  fome 
/eet  liquor  tempting  to  the  tafte,  but  fatal  to  the 
/es  of  infefts;  for  the  moment  the  poor  animal 
ights  upon  thefe  parts,  the  two  lobes  rife  up,  grafp 

forcibly,  •  lock  the  rows  of  fpines  together,  and 
ueeze  it  to  death;  and  left  the  ftruggles  for  life 
ould  difengage  the  infeft  thus  entangled,  three  fmall 
;nes  are  fixed  amongft  the  glands,  near  the  middle 

each  lobe,  which  effe&ually  put  an  end  to  all  its 
torts.  Nor  do  the  lobes  open  again  while  the  dead 
imal  continues  there.  The  dilution  of  its  fub- 
mce,  therefore,  is  fuppofed  by  naturalifts  to  con- 
fute part  of  the  nouriftiment  of  the  plant.  But  as 
5  difcriminative  power  of  fimple  inftincl:  is  always 
lited,  and  proceeds  with  a  blind  uniformity  when 
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put  into  exertion,  the  plant  clofes  its  leaves  as  forcibly, 
if  flimulated  by  a  draw  br  a  pin,  as  by  the  body  of 
an  infect;  nor  does  it  expand  them  again  till  the 
extraneous  fubftance  is  withdrawn.  I  have  been  in- 
formed that  the  Drofera,  anEnglifh  plant  which  grows 
in  fwampy  grounds,  is  endued  with  powers  fome- 
what  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  Carolinian  Mufcipula. 

The  inflinttive  operations  of  animal  and vegetablelife 
afford  the  fulled  and  mod  flriking  evidence  of  the  un- 
remitting energy  of  Divine  Wifdom  and  Providence. 
They  are  efforts  of  profound  fkill  and  accurate  judg- 
ment, performed  independently  either  of  confcious- 
nefs  or  defign ;  and  can  therefore  be  confidered  only 
as  the  agency  of  Sovereign  Intelligence  and  Power. 
The  cell  of  a  bee  is  conflrufted  agreeably  to  ths 
uicefl  mathematical  rules,  as  appears  by  the  fluxion- 
ary  calculations  of  Mr.  Maclaurin.    But  this  little 
infeft  carries  on  his  wonderful  labours,  unknowing  of 
their  plan  or  end,  aftuated  by  an  internal  and  un-| 
erring  impulfe.  A  new-born  animal  breathes  the  very 
inftant  it  comes  into  the  world;  and  when flimulated 
by  hunger,  fucks  and  fwallows,  untaught  and  with 
perfeft  expertnefs,  though  thefe  feveral  operations  are 
extremely  complex,  and  require  the  fucceffive  a&ion 
of  numerous  mufcles.    Shall  we  not  then  elevate  our 
minds,  with  pious  confidence  and  gratitude,  to  the: 
great  Superintendant  of  the  univerfe,  who  clothes  the 
grafs  of  the  field;  who  fuffers  not  a  /par  row  to  fall  ts 
the  ground  without  his  knowledge;  and  in  whom 
live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being.' 
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THE  SAME  SUBJECT  CONTINUED. 

NATURE  has  wifely  proportioned  the  powers  of 
animals  to  the  diversified  neceflities  of  the  feveral  fpe- 
cies  endued  with  them.    Corallines  and  Seapens  are 
£xed  to  a  fpot,  becaufe  all  their  wants  may  be  there 
fupplied.*    The  oyfter,  during  the  afflux  of  the  tide, 
opens  to  admit  the  water,  lying  with  the  hollow  fhell 
downwards.    But  when  the  ebb  commences,  it  turns 
on  the  other  fide;  thus  providing,  by  an  inconfider- 
able  movement,  for  the  reception  of  its  proper  nutri- 
ment j  and  afterwards  difcharging  what  is  fuper- 
fluous.f    Mr.  Miller,  in  his  late  account  of  the  ifland 
of  Sumatra,  mentions  a  fpecies  of  coral,  which  the 
inhabitants  have  miftaken  for  a  plant,  and  have  de- 
nominated lalan-lout,  or  fea-grafs. 

But  there  are  numerous  claffes  of  animals  placed  in 
circumftances  which  require  the  exertion  of  higher 
powers,  and  more  complex. faculties,  for  the  attain- 
ment of  the  wife  purpofes  of  their  exigence.  Such 
feem  to  be  endued  with  inftin&s  accommodable  to 
variations  of  Hate  and  feafon,  and  to  poflefs  a  faga- 
city  capable  of  improvement  from  experience  and 

*  Coral  is  known  to  be  the  fabric  of  a  little  worm,  which  enlarges 
its  houfe,  in  proportion  as  its  own  bulk  increafes.   This  little  crea 
tare,  which  has  fcarcely  fenfation  enough  to  be  diftinguimed  from  a 
plant,  builds  up  a  rocky  ftrutfure  frorn  the  bottom  of  a  fea  too  deeo 
to  be  meafured  by  human  art,  till  it  reaches  the  furface,  and  offers 

a  firm  bafis  for  the  refidence  of  man  See  Forfter's  Voyage, 

(with  Capt.  Cook,)  vol.  ii.  p.  45 .  y  g  ' 
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obfervation.  This  branch  of  natural  hiftory  is  f0 
intereftmg  and  inftru&ive,  that  I  fhall  briefly  attempt 
ihe  farther  illuftration  of  it,  as  a  fequel  to  the  fore- 
going chapter. 

Spiders,  and  many  infefts  of  the  beetle  kind,  avoid 
danger  when  it  approaches,  by  counterfeiting  death: 
and  this  is  not  a  ftate  of  convulfion  or  ftupor,  but  an 
inftin&ive  exertion ;  for  when  the  objedT:  of  terror  is 
withdrawn,  they  inftantly  recover.    Bees  augment 
the  depth  of  their  cells,  and  increafe  the  number,  as 
occafion  requires.    A  wafp,  carrying  out  one  that  is' 
dead  from  his  neft,  if  he  find  the  load  too  heavy, 
divides  it  into  two  portions.    In  Senegal,  the  oftrich 
fits  upon  her  eggs  only  during  the  night,  leaving 
them  in  the  day  to  the  heat  of  the  fun ;  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  which  is  a  cooler  climate,  flie  never 
quits  her  ne(t.*    If  a  turkey  hen  die  during  hatching, 
the  cock  affumes  her  province ;  and  after  the  young 
are  hatched,  he  tends  them  with  an  affiduity  equal  to 
that  of  the  female.    Even  when  the  hen  is  engaged 
with  a  new  brood,  the  cock  takes  charge  of  the 
former  one,  leading  them  about  for  food,  and  per- 
forming all  the  tender  offices  of  a  mother,  f  Incu- 
bation is  occafionally  performed  by  male  birds  of  the 
finging  tribe;  and  Thornton  has  fo  charmingly  de- 
fcribed  the  various  pleafing  difplays  of  this  inftincr, 
that  I  cannot  forbear  to  tranfcribe  the  following  lines 
from  his  Poem  on  the  Spring  : — 

*  Sec  Tranl'aclions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh,  vol.  i. 
f  See  Kaiius's  Hiftory  of  Man. 
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K  As  thus  the  patient  dam  afliduous  fits, 

"  Not  to  be  tempted  from  her  tender  tafk, 

"  Or  by  (harp  hunger,  or  by  fmooth  delight, 

"  Though  the  whole  loofen'd  fpring  around- her  blows; 

"  Her  fympathizing  lover  takes  his  ftand 

"  High  on  th'  opponent  bank,  and  ceafelefs  fings 

"  The  tedious  time  away ;  or  elfe  fupplies 

"  Her  place  a  moment,  while  fhe  fudden  flits 

"  To  pick  the  fcanty  meal." 

The  eider  duck  lines  her  neft  with  down  plucked 
torn  her  own  body.  When  the  neft  is  robbed  of 
hhis  down,  which  is  of  great  value  on  account  of  its 
warmth,  foftnefs,  and  elafticity,  fhe  foon  replaces  it 
rom  her  own  ftore;  but  when  robbed  a  fecond  time, 
ne  male  then  fiirnifhes  the  down.  On  the  approach 
FJF  the  hounds,  the  female  hind  puts  herfelf  in  the 
/ay  of  being  hunted,  and  leads  them  from  her  fawn.* 
'he  hare  doubles,  with  wonderful  addrefs,  to  evade 
uurfuit,  and  difplays  more  art  the  oftener  fhe  is 
united.  It  is  not  unufual  for  her  to  leap  from  one 
urze-bufh  to  another,  by  which  the  fcent  is  loft,  and 
me  dogs  are  milled.  She  will  fometimes  run  by  the 
iie  of  a  hedge,  pafs  through  it,  and  then  return  by 
ne  other  fide.  And  when  a  frefh  hare  has  been 
larted,  the  former  hunted  one  will  fquat  in  her  feat. 

There  are  certain  inftin&s  in  the  brute  creation, 
Hiich  appear  to  be  fomewhat  .adventitious  in  their 
"igin;  but  having  once  actuated  the  fpecies,  are 
mmmunicated  by  defcent  to  fucceffive  generations. 
Ihe  late  circumnavigators  obferved  at  Duiky-Bay,  in 
tew-Zealand,  that  numbers  of  fmall  birds  which 
*  See  Kaims's  Hiftory  of  Man. 
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dwelt  in  the  woods,  were  fo  unacquainted  with  men, 
that  they  hopped  upon  the  neareft  branches  to  them, 
and  even  on  their  fowling-pieces;  perhaps  viewing 
theftrangers  as  new  objeas,  with  a  pleafing  curiofity. 
This  fearlefTnefs  at  firft  proteaed  them  from  harm,  as 
it  was  importable  to  flioot  them  under  fuch  circum. 
fiances;  but  in  a  few  days  it  proved  the  caufe  of  their 
deftruaion:  for  a  fly  cat,  belonging  to  the  fhip, 
perceiving  fo  eafy  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  deli- 
cious  meals,  regularly  took  her  walks  in  the  woods 
every  morning,  and  made  great  havock  among  the 
birds,  which  had  before  no  experience  of  fuch  an 
infidious  enemy.*  Is  it  not  probable  that  the  in- 
ftinaive  principle  of  felf-prefervation  would  foon 
operate  on  thefe  feveral  tribes  of  birds,  and  render 
the  cat  an  objea  of  dread  and  avoidance  to  them 
and  to  their  pofterity?  The  crocodiles  of  the  Nile 
are  faid  to  be  afraid  of  man ;  for  his  empire  is  there 
eftablifhed,  and  they  have  long  felt  his  fuperiority; 
whereas  thofe  which  abound  in  the  rivers  of  South 
America,  having  never  been  fubdued,  attack  the 
human  fpecies  with  ferocity  and  confidence,  as  their 
natural  prey. 

The  New-Zealand  dogs  are  fed  on  the  refufe  of  the 
meals  of  their  favage  matters.  They  eat  the  flefh 
and  bones  of  other  dogs;  and  hence  the  puppies  be- 
come canibals,  as  it  were,  from  their  birth.  Captain 
Cook  had  a  whelp  of  this  country  in  his  fliip,  which 
had  afTurediy  tafted  nothing  but  the  mother's  milk, 
*  See  Forfter's  Voyage,  (with  Capt.  Cook,)  vol.  i.  p.  u8.  • 
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before  it  was  purchafecL  Yet  this  whelp  eagerly- 
devoured  a  portion  of  a  dead  dog,  from  which  feveml 
others  of  the  European  breed,  taken  on  board  at  the 
Cape  of  Good-Hope,  turned  with  abhorrence.* 

The  migration  of  birds  is  one  of  the  mod  curious 
phcenomena  in  nature,  and  illuitrates,  in  a  manner 
peculiarly  (hiking,  the  power  of  inftinft.  The  op- 
portunity of  obferving  it  occurs  every  autumn  in  this 
country;  and  Mr.  Jago  has,  in  a  very  pidhrrefque 
manner,  defcribed  it  in  a  poem,  entitled  "  The 
"  Swallows  j"  of  which  a  confiderable  part  {hall  be 
inferted  at  the  clofe  of  thefe  chapters,  becaufe  it  not 
only  furniflies  much  information  in  natural  hrftory, 
but  alfo  offers  an  admirable  leffon  of  piety  and 
morality. 

The  tribes  of  birds  which  migrate,  either  in  fearch 
of  food,  or  of  warmer  climes,  are  various ;  and  before 
th.eirfl.ight,  they  colle&  together  in  aftoniftiing  crowds. 
"  The  Rev.  Mr.  White,  of  Selborne,  in  Hampfliire, 
"  on  the  29th  of  September  1768,  travelling  v  vy 
"  early,  between  his  houfe  and  the  coaft,  was  at  firft 
"  environed  with  a  thick  fog;  but  on  a  large  v.  d 
"  heath,  the  mift  began  to  break,  and  difcovered  o 
"  him  numberlefsfwallows,  cluttered  on  the  (landing 
"  bufties,  as  if  they  had  roofted  there.  As  foo:i  as 
cc  the  fun  burft:  out,  they  were  inftantly  on  wing,  and 
"  with  an  eafy  and  placid  flight  proceeded  towards 
<c  the  fea."f    Linnteus,  in  the  account  of  his  tour 

*  See  Forfter's  Voyage,  (with  Capt.  Cook,)  vol.  i.  p.  335. 
t  Philofoph.  Tninfa&ions. 
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into  Lapland,  relates  that,  in  1732,  he  faw  the  whole 
river  Calix  covered,  eight  fucceffive  days  and  nights, 
with  birds  of  the  goofe  tribe;  and  that  he  could 
fcarcely  have  conceived  fuch  a  multitude  to  exift. 
They  all  moved  towards  the  fea,  and  continued  their 
courfe  to  the  fouth.    Of  the  cuckoo,  which  is  a  bird 
of  paffage,  I  am  induced  to  mention  one  circumftance, 
becaufe  it  evinces  at  the  fame  time  both  the  blindnefs 
and  the  accommodablenefs  of  inftiiift.    The  female 
forms  no  neft,  her  ftomach  being  fo  large  that  incuba- 
tion would  be  inconvenient  to  herfelf,  and  deftru&ive 
to  her  offspring  5  me  therefore  depofits  her  eggs  in  the  1 
nefts  of  other  birds,  and  leaves  to  them  the  care  of 
hatching  and  rearing  her  young.    Thefe  are  not  fo 
foon  qualified  to  provide  for  themfelves,  as  the  ofF- 
fpring  of  their  forter-mother;  and  they  follow,  and  are  i 
fopported  by  her,  with  affiduous.  tendernefs,  by  a  pro- 
trailed  and  miftaken  application  of  a  natural  impulfe. 

The  flight  of  birds  to  diftant  climes,  or  acrofs  wide 
oceans,  is  performed  with  unerring  exactnefs.  The 
ftork  is  obferved,  year  al  ter  year,  to  hatch  in  the  fame 
neft  which  me  had  once  occupied.    M.  Ekmark  in-  J 
forms  us,  that  he  noted  the  fame  keftrel  always 
returning  to  lay  in  one  hole,  in  an  old  tower;  and 
that  two  motkUla  alba  (white  water-wagtails)  built 
in  a  laurel  tree,  in  the  phyfic  gardens  at  Upfal,  for 
the  laft  fix  years.* 

The  carrier  pigeon  is  perhaps  not  lefs  remarkable 
for  the  accuracy  with  which  it  returns  to  the  fpot 
1  *  Amoeuitat.  Academic. 
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JTom  whence  it  was  conveyed.  Lithgow  affures  us, 
hat  one  of  thefe  birds  will  carry  a  letter  from  Ba- 
jylou  to  Aleppo;  performing  in  forty-eight  hours, 
what  is  to  man  a  journey  of  thirty  days.  Every 
Turkifli  Bafliaw  is  faid  to  have  a  number  of  thefe 
Digeons,  that  have  been  bred  in  the  Seraglio,  which 
&n  any  emergent  occafion  he  difpatches  to  the  Grand 
fizir,  with  letters  braced  under  the  wings.  The 
:amels  which  travel  over  the  (andy  deferts  of  Arabia, 
enow  their  way  precifely,  and  are  able  to  purfue  their 
oute,  when  their  guides  are  utterly  ignorant  of  it. 
\  dog  has  the  like  faculty;  for  if  carried  from,  home 
lood-winked,  and  by  a  circuitous  road,  to  a  conii- 
lerable  diftance,  he  will  find  his  way  back  by  the 
leareft  and  moll  direct  paffage;  of  which  I  have  heard 
sveral  well-authenticated  inftances.  And  the  bee 
:eturns  to  the  hive,  from  excurfions  of  many  miles, 
•y  fome  power  unknown  to  us ;  for  the  eyes  of  this 
afect  are  fo  convex,  that  it  does  not  appear  capable 
f  feeing  beyond  the  fpace  of  a  foot. 


THE  SAME  SUBJECT  CONTINUED. 

Vegetables  bear  fo  near  a  fimilitude  to  ani- 
lals  in  their  ftructure,  that  botanifts  have  der,ved 
trom  anatomy  and  phyhology  almolt  all  the  terms  em- 
ployed in  the  defcription  of  them.  A  tree  or  mrub, 
Ihey  inform  us,  confifts  of  a  cuticle,  cutis,  and  cellular 
pembrane;  of  veffels  varioufly  difpofed,  and  adapted 
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to  the  tranfmiffion  of  different  fluids;  and  of  a  Kg. 
neons  or  bony  fubitance,  covering  and  defending  a 
pith  or  marrow.    Such  organization  evidently  be- 
longs  not  to  inanimate  matter;  and  when  we  obferve 
in  vegetables  that  it  is  connected  with,  or  inftramental 
to,  the  powers  of  growth,  of  feif-prefervation,  of 
motion,  and  of  feminai  increafe,  we  cannot  hefitate  to 
afcribe  to  them  a  living  principle.    By  admitting 
this  attribute  we  advance  a  ftep  higher,  fince  the., 
idea  of  life  feems  to  imply  fomething  of  a  fenfitive 
nature:  and  there  is  a  large  clafs  of  plants,  whofe 
motions  have  been  long  noticed  with -admiration,  as 
exhibiting  the  moll  obvious  figns  of  it.    Thefe  mo- 1 
tions  are  Hill  more  remarkable  in  the  Hedyfarum,  a 
curious  fhrub  unknown  to  Linnasus,  and  lately  brought 
from  the  Eart-Indies,  which  has  been  cultivated  in 
feveral  of  our  botanical  gardens.    I  have  had  re- 1 
peated  opportunities  of  examining  this  exotic  with 
attention.    It  is  trifolious,  grows  to  the  height  of 
four  feet,  and  produces  in  autumn  yellow  flowers,  j 
The  lateral  leaves  are  fmaller  than  thofe  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  ftalk;  and  all  day  long  they  are  con- 
tinually moving  either  upwards,  downwards,  or  in 
the  fegment  of  a  circle:  the  lafl:  motion  is  performed 
by  the  twitting  of  the  foot-ftalks;  and  whilft  one  leaf 
is  rifing,  its  affociate  is  generally  defcending.  The 
motion  downwards  is  quicker  and  more  irregular  than 
the  motion  upwards,  which  is  fleady  and  uniform. 
Thefe  movements  are  obfervable,  during  thefpace  of 
twenty-four  hours,  in  the  leaves  of  a  branch  lopped 
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I  off  from  the  ftirub  and  kept  in  water.    If  from  any 
lobftacle  the  motion  be  retarded,  upon  the  removal  of 
Idiat  obftacle  it  is  refumed  with  a  greater  degree  of 
Ivelocity.*    I  cannot  better  comment  on  this  won- 
liderful  degree  of  vegetable  animation  than  in  the 
vjvwords  of  Cicero:  Inanimum  ejl  omne  quod  pulfu  agi- 
xtatur  externo;  quod  autem  ejl  animal ',  id  motu  cietur 
hinteriore  et  fuo.    Indeed  the  farther  we  carry  our 
itefearches  into  the  comparative  natures  of  animals 
and  vegetables,  the  more  fliall  we  find  that  they  ' 
.elucidate  the  ceconomy  of  each  other,  and  recipro- 
ccally  difcover  faculties,  which  are  common  to  both.f 
The  framers  of  fyftems  have  invented  arrangements 
.and  divifions  of  the  works  of  God,  to  aid  the  mind 
i in  the  purfuits  of  fcience.    But  we  are  not  implicitly 
ito  admit  as  reality  what  is  merely  artificial,  or  adopt 
cdiftinetions  without  proof  of  any  effential  difference. 
iLapides  crefcunt;    vegetabilia  crefcunt  et  vivunt; 
lanimalia  crefcunt^  vivunt,  et  fentiunt.    This  climax 
(of  Linnaeus  is  conformable  to  the  doctrines  of  Ari- 
flftotle,  Pliny,  Jimgius,  and  others:  but  none  of  thefe, 
I;  great  men  have  adduced  fufficient  evidence  to  fupport 
:the  negative  chara£teriflics,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs  my- 
ifelf,  on  which  the  three  kingdoms  of  nature  are 

*  See  Encyclopaedia  Britannica,  Art.  Hedyfarum. 

t  See  this  fubjedl  more  fully  difcuffed  in  the  author's  Effay  on  the 
IPerceptive  Power  of  Vegetables,  inferted  in  the  Memoirs  of  the 
ILiterary  and  Philofophical  Society  of  Manchefter,  vol.  ii.  p.  114. 
(Of  this  EfTay  fuch  portions  have  been  introduced  into  the  prefent 
iinquiry,  as  tend  to  elucidate  the  nature  of  inftincT:,  confidered  as 
aa  general  attribute  of  life. 
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here  eftablifhed.    That  a  gradation,  however,  fob. 
fifts  in  the  fcale  of  beings,  is  clearly  manifeft:  and 
without  entering  into  the  difcuffion  of  what  confti- 
tntes  antmatity,  I  fliall  proceed  to  inquire  into  the 
higher  faculties  of  brutes.    The  inftinfts  which  have 
been  hitherto  enumerated  mark  great  fagacity,  and 
a  power  of  accommodation  to  varying  circumftances. 
But  they  operate  uniformly,  and  with  the  fame  or 
nearly  the  fame  energy  on  the  firft  as  on  fubfequent 
occafions.    To  an  attentive  obferver  it  will  farther 
appear,  that  animals  are  endued  with  memory,  that 
they  are  capable  of  obfervation,  that  they  derive' 
knowledge  from  experience,  are  dlfpofed  to  imitation, 
acquire  /kill  from  difcipline  and  inftru&ion,  give  ftrong 
tokens  of  judgment,  and  that  they  are  influenced  by 
various  paffions  and  affections.    This  fubjecT:  opens 
a  wide  and  delightful  field  for  inveftigation:  but  I 
muft  content  myfelf  with  a  very  confined  and  partial 
furvey  of  it. 

The  diftin&ion  made  by  Ariftotle  between  remem- 
brance and  recollection  feems  to  be  well  founded,  and 
has  been  adopted  by  feveral  modern  writers  on  morals 
and  metaphyfics.*  The  former  is  a  paffive  faculty, 
prefenting  fpontaneoufly  antecedent  impreffions,  when 
occafions  arife  to  revive  them.  The  latter  implies 
mental  exertion,  and  foraetimes  requires  the  deduc- 
tions of  reafon.  Of  this  Ariftotle  denies  the  exigence 
amongfl:  the  lower  orders  of  animals.  I  am  perfuaded, 
however,  that  both  the  attributes  of  memory  belong 
*  Reid,  Beattie,  &c. 
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|o  them,  and  fhall  endeavour  to  adduce  examples  of 
Jaach  to  confirm  the  truth  of  this  opinion. 

A  dog  which  had  been  the  favourite  of  an  elderly 
jcentlewoman,  fome  time  after  her  death  difcovered 
pe  ftrongeft  emotions  on  the  fight  of  her  picture 
when  taken  down  from  the  wall,  and  laid  on  the  floor 
n  be  cleaned.    He  had  never  been  obferved,  I  be- 
eeve,  to  notice  the  picture  previoufly  to  this  incident. 
[Here  was  evidently  a  cafe  of  paffive  remembrance, 
rr  of  the  involuntary  renewal  of  former  impreflions. 
Mother  dog,  the  property  of  a  gentleman  who  died, 
i'as  given  to  a  friend  in  Yorkfliire.    Several  years 
Pfterwards,  a  brother  from  the  Weft-Indies  paid  a 
!ort  vifit  at  thehoufe  where  the  dog  was  then  kept, 
cewas  inftantly  recognized,  though  an  entire  ftranger, 
confequence  probably  of  a  ftrong  perfonal  likenefs. 
lhe  dog  fawned  upon  and  followed  him,  with  great 
>}fe&ion,  to  every  place  where  he  went.* 

**  Though  the  affecYing  ftory  of  the  dog  of  Uly/Tes,  as  related 
Homer,  is  confefledly  fabulous,  yet  it  is  lb  confonant  to  truth 
d  nature,  that  it  may  be  admitted  as  an  illuftration  of  the  reten- 
ce  memory  of  this  faithful  animal. 

"  Thus  near  the  gates  conferring  as  they  drew, 
"  Argus,  the  dog,  his  ancient  matter  knew. 
"  He,  not  unconfcious  of  the  voice  and  tread, 
"  Lifts  to  the  found  his  ear,  and  rears  his  head. 
"  He  knew  his  lord;  he  knew  and  ftrove  to  meet, 
"  In  vain  he  ftrove  to  crawl  and  kifs  his  feet : 
"  Yet  (all  he  could)  his  tail,  his  ears,  his  eyes 
"  Salute  his  mafter,  and  confefs  his  joys. 
"  Soft  pity  touch'd  the  mighty  matter's  foul ; 
"  Adown  his  cheek  a  tear  unbidden  ftole. 
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Of  thofe  voluntary  exertions  of  memory  which  are 
termed  recollection,  the  marks  are  lefs  apparent  in 
brutes.  But  not  to  urge  that  all  the  arts  of  training 
are  in  a  great  meafure  founded  on  them,  they  may 
be  obferved  in  the  ftate  of  nature,  and  on  occafions 
which  are  not  referable  to  difcipline.  A  cat  confined 
in  a  room,  (probably  after  trying  in  vain  other  modes 
of  efcape)  climbed  up  to  the  latch,  and  thus  opened 
the  door.*  In  the  year  1760,  the  following  incident 
occurred  near  Hammerfmith.  Whilft  one  Richard- 
fon,  a  waterman  of  that  place,  was  fleeping  in  his 
boat,  the  veffel  broke  from  her  moorings,  and  was; 
carried  by  the  tide  under  a  weft  country  barge. 
Fortunately  the  man's  dog  happened  to  be  with  him; 
and  the  fagacious  animal  awaked  him,  by  pawing  his. 
face,  and  pulling  the  collar  of  his  coat,  at  the  inftant 
when  the  boat  was  filled  with  water,  and  on  the 
point  of  finking;  by  which  means  he  had  an  opportuJ 
nity  of  faving  himfelf  from  otherwife  inevitable death.f 

Each  of  thefe  cafes  indicates  reflection,  and  evinces 
an  attive  effort  to  recall  to  memory,  and  to  draw 
conclufions,  probably  of  an  intuitive  kind,  from  pad 
perceptions.  They  are.  proofs  alfo  of  capacity  for 
obiervation,  and  for  deriving  knowledge  from  expe- 

"  The  dog,  whom  fate  had  granted  to  behold 
"  His  lord,  when  twenty  tedious  years  had  roll'd, 
"  Takes  a  laft  look,  and  having  feen  him,  dies." 

Pope's  Odyfl'ey,  bookxvii. 

*  Phil.  Tranf.  of  the  Royal  Society,  Edinburgh, 
t  See  Annual  Regifter,  vol.  iii.  p.  90. 
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ience.    But  the  wonderful  docility  of  animals  leaves 
|  10  room  to  doubt  that  they  are  polTeffed  of  fuch  fa- 
culties.   Let  any  one  confider  the  acquirements  of 
.  :he  falcon,  the  fetting-dog,  the  Arabian  courfer,  and 
•  :he  war-horfe,  and  he  cannot  fail  to  fatisfy  his  mind  - 
jn  thefe  interefting  points.    A  raven  may  be  taught 
:co  fetch  and  carry  with  the  addrefs  of  a  fpaniel :  and 
bme  time  ago  a  canary  bird  was  exhibited  in  London, 
hat  could  pick  up  the  letters  of  the  alphabet,  at  the 
vord  of  command,  fo  as  to  fpell  the  name  of  any 
)erfon  in  company.    A  tame  magpie  fpontaneoufly 
earns  from  imitation  to  pay  regard  to  fome  of  the 
i:hining  obje&s  which  he  notices  to  be  valued ;  a 
i  >iece  of  money,  a  tea-fpoon,  or  a.  ring,  are  tempting 
j  >riafes  to  him  j  and  a  whole  family  has  been  put  into  • 
onfufion  by  fufpicions  concerning  the  lofs  of  fuch 
lings,  which  have  been  afterwards  found  in  the 
irking  hole  of  this  bird.*    In  a  Mate  of  nature,  his 
I  bfervation  and  experience  are  fometimes  applied  to 
'.  le  benefit  of  others  of  the  feathered  race :  for  when 
fowler  is  Healing  upon  a  flock  of  wild-ducks  or 
eefe,  the  magpie  will  found  his  fhrill  note  of  alarm, 
ad  rouze  them  to  provide  for  their  fafety  by  imme- 
diate flight.f 

The  Cuculus  Indicator  of  Africa,  it  is  faid,  calls 
nofe  who  are  feeking  for  honey  in  the  woods  by  the 
of  chir!  chir!    When  the  hunters  approach, 
:s  flies  a  little  way  before,  directing  them  to  the 
allow  tree  wherein  the  bees  have  made  their  hive, 

*  Goldfmith.  f  Idem,  vol.-  v. 
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on  which  he  alights.  If  the  hunters  do  not  imme- 
diately arrive,  he  returns  to  meet  them,  redoubles  his 
cries,  goes  back  again  to  the  tree,  and  perches  upon 
it.  He  feems  folicitous  to  point  out  to  them  that 
treafure,  which  perhaps  without  the  aid  of  man,  or  j 
fome  more  powerful  animal  than  himfelf,  he  is  unable 
to  procure.  Whilft  the  honey  is  taking,  he  watches 
the  plunderers  attentively  from  a  neighbouring  bufli, 
waiting  for  a  fliare  of  the  fpoil;  of  which  a  part  js 
always  given  him,  as  an  incitement  to  his  future 
ufliftance.* 

The  moral  inftinfts  of  brutes  form  a  very  intereft- 
ing  part  of  their  conftitution ;  and  a  fliort  view  of 
them  will  not  only  be  curious  in  itfelf,  but  tend  to 
elucidate  thole  of  the  intellectual  kind,  if  fuch  a  mode 
of  expreflion  may  be  allowed.  I  fliall  confider  them 
under  the  denomination  of  passions  and  affections. 

Paflions  as  well  as  appetites  are  to  be  found  through 
the  greateft  parts  of  animated  nature,  diverfmed  in 
their  number,  degrees,  and  modifications.  The  rep- 
tile, when  injured,  difcovers  figns  of  refentment  no 
lefs  unequivocally  than  the  mighty  elephant:  and  the 
humming-bird  is  fo  irafcible,  that  its  fits  of  rage  fur- 
prize  and  divert  the  fpe&ator.  On  fome  occafions 
thefe  moral  inflinfts  oppofe  each  other;  and  the  ani- 
mal may  be  obferved  balancing,  as  it  were,  motives 
to  action,  and  diffracted  by  contrary  impulfes.  But 
one  pallion  more  frequently  fuperfedes  another.  Thus 
fear  is  furmounted  by  anger  or  refentment,  under  the 

*  Natural  Hiftory  of  Birds,  p.  57. 
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influence  of  which,  efpecially  if  combined  with  the 
]ove  of  life  or  of  offspring,  a  very  high  degree  o/ 
courage  is  affiimed.    When  the  flag  is  fingled  from 
the  herd  for  the  pleafures  of  the  chace, 

"   At  firft,  in  fpeed 

"  He  fprightly  puts  his  faith,  and,  rous'd  by  fear, 
"  Gives  all  his  fwift  aerial  foul  to  flight. 

"   But  fainting  breathlefs  toil, 

"  Sick,  feizes  on  his  heart :  he  ftands  at  bay, 

"  And  puts  his  laft  weak  refuge  in  defpair."  Thomson* 

The  poet,  in  thefe  lines,  has  not  done  full  juftice  to 
the  laft  exertions  of  the  poor  flag,  in  the  defence  of 
his  life.  I  believe  he  fometimes  repels  the  aflaults  of 
the  dogs  with  wonderful  courage,  when  his  ftrength 
has  not  been  too  far  exhaufted  by  the  chace.  The 
timid  ewe,  who  is  incapable  of  protecting  herfelf,  be- 
comes intrepid  and  even  fierce  when  her  lamb  is  in 
danger,  and  attacks  every  fuppofed  enemy  who  ap- 
proaches her  beloved  charge. 

Jealoufy  is  a  mixed  paflion,  compounded  of  love, 
pride,  and  refentment.  It  is  often  obfervable  in  brutes, 
and  revenge  is  fometimes  fuperadded.    The  following 
incident  I  have  related  in  another  work,*  on  the 
authority  of  a  diftinguifhed  literary  character.  *«  ,My 
"  mowers,"  fays  he,  "  cut  a  partridge  on  her  neft, 
"  and  immediately  brought  the  eggs  (fourteen)  to 
the  houfe.    I  ordered  them  to  be  put  under  a  very 
large  beautiful  hen,  and  her  own  to  be  taken  away. 
"  They  were  hatched  in  two  days,  and  the  hen 
w<  brought  them  up  perfectly  well  till  they  were  five 
*  Moral  and  Literary  Diflertations. 
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"  or  fix  weeks  old.  During  that  time  they  were 
"  conftantly  kept  confined  in  an  out-houfe,  without 
"  having  been  feen  by  any  of  the  other  poultry. 
tc  The  door  happened  to  be  left  open,  and  the  cock 
"  got  in.  Finding  her  with  the  brood  of  partridges, 
"  he  fell  upon  her  with  the  utmoft  fury,  and  put 
"  her  to  death.  The  hen  had  been  formerly  the 
"  cock's  greateft  favourite."  In  this  inftance,  there 
fccms  to  have  fubfifted  not  only  a  combination  of 
paflions,  but  fomething  like  a  difcrimination  of  injury, 
and  a  convittion  of  conjugal  infidelity:  for  the  re- 
fentment  of  the  cock  did  not  extend  to  the  brood 
of  partridges,  but  was  confined  to  the  apparemly- 
oiTending  hen. 

Paflions  are  accompanied  with  flrong  perturbation, 
and  are  ufually  of  fliort  continuance.  But  in  brutes 
we  often  perceive  emotions,  which  being  of  a  calmer 
kind,  and  of  longer  duration,  may  be  properly  termed 
affeftions.  Of  love,  the  whole  ccconomy  of  pairing 
affords  the  moll  delightful  fpeftacle;  and  amongft 
the  feathered  race  it  fubfifts  with  purity  and  ardour, 
fome  time  after  the  firfl  law  of  nature  has  been  ful- 
filled. Of  gratitude,  many  domeflic  animals  difplay 
examples  which  furniih  inflru&ive  leflbns  to  mankind. 
Of  loyalty,  the  queen  bee  has  more  complete  expe- 
rience than  any  monarch  in  the  world :  and  in  a  pack 
of  hounds  there  is  generally  one  leader,  who  poffelfes 
the  deference  and  refpecl:  of  all  around  him;  fo  that 
when  the  dogs  are  at  fault,  if  he  open,  all  inftamiy 
confide  in  him,  and  unite  in  the  purfu.it.    In  every 
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herd  of  cattle  an  exact  fubordination  fubfifts;  and 
when  a  ftranger  is  introduced  amongfl:  them,  he  muft 
fuftain  many  affaults,  and  fight  many  battles,  before 
I  his  rank  can  be  afcertained.    This  implies  at  once 
I  both  fiibmiffion  to  and  the  love  of  power. 

I  have  thus  given  a  concife  view  of  thofe  various 
I  faculties  which  may  be  regarded  either  as  the  attri- 
I  butes  of  life,  or  which  are  common  to  man  with  the 
i  inferior  orders  of  beings.  It  is  one  of  our,  molt 
diftinguifhing  and  exalted  privileges,  that  we  are  qua- 
lified to  admire  and  to  comprehend  fuch  manifold 
difplays  of  wifdom  and  benevolence.  By  the  con- 
templation of  the  works  of  God  we  rife  to  God 
Ihimfelf.  We  participate  in  his  counfels,  we  rejoice 
iin  the  benignity  of  his  adminiftration,  we  become  the 
uvilling  inftruments  of  his  bounty,  and  we  learn  to 
irefign  ourfelves  with  devout  fubmiffion  to  his  fove- 
rreign  difpofal.  Thefe  noblefl:  exercifes  of  reafon  and 
ipiety  conftitute  our  true  fuperiority  over  the  brutes 
ithat  perifh;  and  by  this  exaltation  of  our  moral  and 
i intellectual  powers,  we  fhall  be  trained  for  the  im- 
jprovements  and  enjoyments  of  immortality. 

THE  SWALLOWS.* 

"  ErE  yellow  Autumn  from  our  plains  retir'J, 
"  And  gave  to  wintry  ftorms  the  vary'd  year, 

«  The  fwallow  race,  with  forefight  clear  infpir'd, 
««  To  fouthern  climes  prepar'd  their  courfe  to  fteer. 

*  Dodfley's  Poems,  vol.  v. 
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On  Damon's  roof  a  grave  aflembly  fate ; 
"  His  roof,  a  refuge  to  the  feather'd  kind ; 
With  ferious  look  he  mark'd  the  nice  debate, 
"  And  to  his  Delia  thus  addrefs'd  his  mind: 

Obferve  yon  twittering  flock,  my  gentle  maid, 
"  Obferve,  and  read  the  wondrous  ways  of  heav'n ! 
With  us  through  fummer's  genial  reign  they  ftay'd, 
And  food  and  lodging  to  their  wants  were  giv'n, 

But  now,  through  facred  prefcience,  well  they  know 

"  The  near  approach  of  elemental  ftrife; 

The  bluftry  tempeft,  and  the  chilly  fnow, 

"  With  ev'ry  want  and  fcourge  of  tender  life. 

Thus  taught,  they  meditate  a  fpeedy  flight ; 

•'  For  this  e'en  now  they  prune  their  vig'raus  wing; 

For  this  confult,  advifc,  prepare,  exxite, 

"  And  prove  their  ftrength  in  many  an  airy  ring. 

They  feel  a  power,  an  impulfe  all  divine! 

"  That  warns  them  hence:  they  feel  it,  and  obey  : 

To  this  direction  all  their  cares  refign, 

"  Unknown  their  deftm'd  ftage,  unmark'd  their  way. 

And  docs  no  power  its  friendly  aid  difpenfe, 
"  Nor  give  us  tidings  of  fome  happier  clime? 
Find  <wc  no  guide  in  gracious  Providence, 
"  Beyond  the  ftroke  of  death,  the  verge  of  time? 

Yes,  yes,  the  facred  oracles  we  hear, 
"  That  point  the  path  to  realms  of  endlefs  day: 
That  bid  our  hearts  nor  death,  nor  anguiib  fear, — 
"  Tbis  future  tranfport,  that  to  life  the  way. 

'  Then  let  us  timely  for  our  flight  prepare, 
"  And  form  the  foul  for  her  divine  abode; 

f  Obey  the  call,  and  truft  the  Leader's  care 
"  To  bring  us  fafe  through  virtue's  paths  to  God. 
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"  Let  no  fond  love  for  earth  exaft,  a  figh ; 

"  Not  doubts  divert  our  fteady  fteps  afide ; 
"  Nor  let  us  long  to  live,  nor  dread  to  die: 

"  Heav'n  is  our  hope,  and  Providence  our  guide."* 


SPECULATION  AND  PRACTICE, 

A  Certain  aftronomer  was  contemplating  the 
:  moon  through  his  telefcope,  and  tracing  the  extent 
;  of  her  feas,  the  height  of  her  mountains,  and  the 
i  number  of  habitable  territories  which  Ihe  contains. 
:  Let  him  fpy  what  he pleafes,  faid  a  clown  to  his  com- 
anion,  he  is  not  nearer  to  the  moon  than  we  are."f 

Shall  the  fame  obfervation  be  made  of  you,  Alexis? 
)o  you  furpafs  others  in  learning,  and  yet  in  good- 
efs  remain  upon  a  level  with  the  uninftru&ed  vulgar? 
lave  you  fo  long  gazed  at  the  temple  of  virtue, 
ithout  advancing  one  ftep  towards  it?  Are  you 
nitten  with  moral  beauty,  yet  regardlefs  of  its  at- 
linment?  Are  you  a  philofopher  in  theory,  but  a 
ovice  in  pra&ice?    The  partiality  of  a  father  in- 

*  The  migration  of  fwallows  has  been  controverted  by  fome 
te  naturalifts :  and  the  fads  relative  to  this  curious  phenomenon 
iduced  on  both  fides,  are  fo  well  authenticated,  that  the  truth  of 
:em  cannot  reafonably  be  denied.  It  has  been  conjectured  that 
ere  maybe  a  fpecies  of  this  bird  fo  formed,  as  to  be  fitted  for  a 
ite  of  infenfibility  during  the  winter,  whofe  inftinfts  lead  them  to 
treat  into  old  walls,  the  hollow  of  trees,  &c.  or  to  /ink  to  the 
atom  oflak.es.   The  torpidity  which  occurs  during  this  feaibn 

not  to  be  explained  by  any  coagulation  of  the  blood  from  ex- 
rnal  cold;  for  M.  Buffon,  to  afcertain  this  point,  put  feveral  ojf" 
em  into  an  ice-houfc;  but  his  experiment  proved  fatal  to  thofe  on 
iaich  it  was  tried. 

t  Harris  on  Happinefs. 
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clines  me  to  hope  that  the  reverfe  is  true.  I  flatter 
myfelf,  that  by  having  learned  to  think,  you  will  be 
qualified  to  aft;  and  that  the  reftitude  of  your  conduft 
will  be  adequate  to  your  improvements  in  knowledge. 
May  that  wifdom  which  is  juflified  in  her  works,  be 
your  guide  through  life;  and  may  you  enjoy  all  the 
felicity  which  flows  from  a  cultivated  underftanding, 
well-regulated  affeftions,  and  extenfive  benevolence! 
In  thefe  confift  that  fovereign  good  which  ancient 
fages  fo  much  extol;  which  reafon  recommends,  re- 
ligion authorizes,  and  God  approves. 


END  OF  PART  SECOND. 
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**  Aggrediar,  non  tam  perficiendi  spe,  qjjam  experiendi 

«  VOLUNTATE."  ClC.  ORAT. 


TO  THE  MEMORY  OF 

TIE  REV.  THO.  B.  PERCIVAL,  LL.  B. 

OF  ST.  JOHn's-COLLEGE,  CAMBRIDGE, 
CHAPLAIN  TO  THE  MARftUIS  OF  WATER FO ED, 
AND  TO   THE  BRITISH  COMPANY  OF  MERCHANTS  AT 
ST.  PETERS  BURGH, 

WHO  DEPARTED  THIS  LIFE  MAY  27,  1?98> 
IN  THE  THIRTY- SECOND  YEAR  OF  HIS  AGE: 

AND  OF 

JAMES  PERCIVAL, 

OF  ST.  JOHn's-COLLEGE,  CAMBRIDGE, 
WHO   DIED   FEB.  23,   1793,  JETAT.  TWENTY-FOUR, 
A   VICTIM  TO   FEBRILE  CONTAGION, 
WHILST  CULTIVATING  THE  HIPPOCRATIC  ART, 
ALAS'.  WITH  TOO   ASSIDUOUS  ATTENTION, 
IN  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  EDINBURGH: 

THESE  OFFICES  OF  PATERNAL  LOVE, 
EMPLOYED   NOT   IN  VAIN 
TO   FOSTER  THEIR  RISING  TALENTS  AND  VIRTUES, 
ARE  NOW  CONSECRATED, 
WITH   PIOUS  SUBMISSION 
TO  THE  DISPENSATIONS  OF  PROVIDENCE, 
BY 

A  MOURNING  FATHER. 


TO  THE 


LAUTHOR's  SONS  AND  DAUGHTERS. 

niNCE  I  laft  addreffed  you,  my  dear  children, 
,     our  family  circle  has  been  contra&ed  by  the 
eath  of  your  two  excellent  brothers.    In  deploring 
leir  lofs,  we  become  more  fenfible  of  the  warmth 
ind  of  the  value  of  our  attachment  to  each  other, 
lyhilft  mutual  fympathy  in  forrow  draws  clofer  the 
i;ands  of  mutual  amity  and  love.    Dear  to  us  all, 
iexpreffibly  dear,  is  their  memory:  and  this  tender 
-collection  is  an  incenfe  which  may  afcend  to  heaven, 
or  as  we  contemplate  them  in  their  ftate  of  exal- 
uion,  even  with  augmented  affettion  ;  why  mould 
he  not  fondly  imagine  that  they  look  down  upon  us 
hith  reciprocal  endearment,  continuing  to  exercife  all 
the  generous  charities  which  grew  with  their  growth 
Lnd  ftrengthened  with  their  flrength,  and  which 
Lrobably  form  the  conftituents  of  virtue  and  felicity 
m  every  ftage  of  exiftence  ?  This  pleafing  and  confo- 
btory  idea  is  not  without  the  fanction  of  high  autho- 
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rity,  and  may  be  indulged  not  only  innocently,  but 
profitably;  as  it  tends  to  elevate  our  views,  to  refine 
our  paffions,  and  to  animate  us  to  become  worthy 
of  the  friendfliip,  and  fitted  for  the  intercourfe,  of 
the  fpirits  of  the  jujl  made  perfett. 

I  now  prefent  you  with  a  farther  memorial  of  ray 
loye,  and  of  my  unabating  folicitude  to  promote  your 
intellectual,  moral,  and  religious  improvement.  This 
continuation  of  A  Father's  InJirucTions  is  adapted,  | 
truft,  to  the  maturity  of  years  and  knowledge  which, 
molt  of  you  have  attained.    It  comprehends  not  the 
Ieflbns  of  authority,  but  the  communications  of  friend- 
fliip, or  recitals  of  what  we  have  frequently  difcuiTed 
together:  and  the  work  will  be  received  by  you,  ] 
am  fully  perfuaded,  with  the  mofi  indulgent  parti« 
lity.    To  the  God  of  love  and  peace  I  commend 
you;  fervently  praying  that  He  will  continue  to  us  oM 
earth  the  bleflings  of  domeftic  harmony,  and  here  J 
after  unite  us  with  thofe  who  are  gone  before,  as  one 
family  in  heaven  for  ever  and  ever!  Farewell. 


Manchester,  March  11,  1800. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


A  New  Edition  of  a  Father's  Inflruclions 
was  called  for  by  the  bookfeller,  at  the  time  when  the 
Author  had  received  a  large  packet  of  letters  and  papers, 
tranfmitted  to  his  oldejl  fon,  now  deceafed,  at  different 
periods,  and  on  various  occafions  both  before  and  during 
his  refidence  at  St.  Peterfburgh.    On  reviewing  thefe 
communications,  he  conceived  that  fome  of  them  might 
furnifh  materials  for  the  addition  of  a  third  part  to 
the  prefent  work.    He  has  therefore  made  the  necef- 
fary  feleclion,  with  fuch  correclions,  omijjions,  or  en- 
largements, as  to  render  not  unfit  for  the  prefs  what 
was  written  without  the  mofl  diflant  view  to  publi- 
cation.   Though  the  fubjecls  treated  of  in  many  of  the 
Papers  are  addreffed  to  a  young  Clergyman,  foon  after 
his  entrance  into  Holy  Orders,  he  trufls  they  will  be 
found  of  fufficiently  general  importance,  and  fuch  as 
ought  to  be  comprehended  in  $  fcheme  of  moral  and 
religious  inflruclion. 

The  Inquiry  into  the  Origin  of  Evil  was  written  in 
the  year  1793,  and  was  fuggefled partly  by  the  public 
calamities  of  that  period,  but  principally  by  the  recent 
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death  of  Ihe  Author's  fceond  fon  at  Edinburgh,  wM 
had  nearly  f  nijhed  his  courfe  of  academical  fludics, 
and  whofe  talents,  acquirements,  and  virtues,  pro- 
mifed  the  full  gratification  of  a  Father's  hopes. 

At  this  extraordinary  ara,  when  fcepticifm  and 
infidelity  boldly  aim  at  the  efiablijlment  of  univerfal 
atheifm,  the  caufe  of  religion  requires  the  moji  zealous 
exertions  in  its  fupport.     The  author  has  therefore 
been  induced  to  flate  fome  of  the  fpecial  evidences  of 
the  importance  and  authenticity  of  Chriflianity,  as  they 
fubjifi  in  modern  times;  and  from  their  prefent  cogency 
has  endeavoured  to  jloew  the  guilt  of  indifference  or 
rejeclion.    He  has  likewife  inferted  a  Difcourfe,  taken 
from  the  colleclion  of  his  fon,  in  which  Piety  is  proved 
to  be  the  confummaiion  of  Morality,  and  to  have  a 
necefary  connetlion  with  all  the  perfonal  and  focial 
virtues  of  mankind. 

Of  the  other  chapters  in  this  manual  no  particular 
explanation  can  be  required,  as  the  views  with  which 
they  have  been  written  will  be  fufficiently  obvious  in 
the  perufal.  The  Author  has  therefore  now  only  to 
requcfl  the  fame  candid  indulgence  from  his  readers 
which  he  has  fo  often  and  fo  largely  before  experienced. 


A 
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PART  III. 


THE  WAYS  OF  PROVIDENCE. 

A  FRAGMENT. 

 In  vain  the  hermit  laboured  to  difpel 

.is  doubts,  and  to  imprefs  his  mind  with  more  juft 
ad  pious  views  of  the  divine  adminiftration.  They 
tid  now  reached,  in  their  morning  walk,  the  foot  of 
[Count  Carmel.    Let  us  afcend  together,  faid  the 
»\y  father.    Alonzo  acquiefced,  following  his  vene- 
tble  guide.    Ever  and  anon  they  flopped  to  con- 
tmplate  the  magnificent  fcenery  below,  progreffively 
larging  its  amplitude,  till  at  1  art:'  its  boundary  ap- 
■  ared  to  be  the  whole  expanfe  of  heaven.  Dirett 
■ur  attention,  Alonzo,  to  the  diftant  ocean,  which 
rane&s  kingdom  with  kingdom,  and,  by  encircling 

whole,  unites  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  into  one 
milyj  communicating  the  prod  unions  of  art  and 
::ure;  furnilliing  incentives  to  induftry,  enterprize, 
H  fcience;  and  multiplying  all  the  conveniences, 
'bellifliments,  and  gratifications  of  life.  Still  more 
:>ortant,  continued  the  hermit,  is  this  vaft  abyfs  of 
rOL.  i.  R 
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waters,  in  the  divine  ceconomy  of  Providence.  It  is 
a  ftorehoufe  of  the  falubrious  air  we  breathe,  and  the 
fource  of  all  the  refrefhing  fhowers  which  drop  down 
fatnefs  on  the  lands ;  which  fupply  the  fountain  with 
its  rills,  and  the  rivers  with  their  dreams.  The 
verdure  of  the  meadows  below,  the  luxuriant  foliage 
of  yonder  foreft,  the  gay  profufion  of  flowers,  the 
fweet  perfume  of  bloffoms,  and  the  juicy  fruits  into 
which  they  ripen,  are  the  gifts  of  God,  through  the 
inftrumentality  of  defcending  rains,  aided  by  the  genial 
influences  of  light  and  heat.  Great  luminary  of 
heaven!  how  wide-fpreading  and  beneficent  are  thy 
aftive  beams!  Day  and  night,  fummer  and  winter, 
feed-time  and  harvefl,  come  at  their  appointed  feafons, 
as  the  earth  in  its  revolutions  participates  of  thy 
cheering  rays.  To  thy  illumination  this  beautiful 
landfcape  owes  its  charms :  and  the  curious  ftrutture 
of  the  eye  which  beholds  it,  without  thy  emanations 
would  have  been  created  in  vain. 

But  a  black  cloud,  like  that  defcried  by  Elijah  from . 
the  fummit  of  this  mountain,  now  rofe  in  the  welt. 
At  firft  no  bigger  than  the  hand,  it  fpread  over  the 
expanded  firmament.  The  whole  face  of  nature 
underwent  a  mournful  change;  and  the  heart  of 
Alonzo,  awhile  exulting  in  all  that  he  beheld,  was 
now  filled  with  terror  and  dejection.  He  viewed  the 
flormy  ocean  and  diftant  fhipwreck  with  affright. 
He  faw  the  vallies  deluged  with  rain,  and  the  inha- 
bitants in  their  peaceful  dwellings  waflied  away  by  the 
impetuous  floods.    The  earth  trembled  under  his 
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let;  and  the  mountain  refounded  with  hollow  mur- 
lirs,  emitting  volleys  of  fmoke  and  fire.  Where 
vw  was  he  to  look  for  traces  of  a  benignant  Creator, 
wife  Providence?    Evil  appeared  to  predominate 
the  works  of  nature:  and  under  this  gloomy 
rpreffion  he  recalled  to  his  perturbed  memory  all 
fufferings  which  he  had  endured  from  his  own 
ees,  and  the  guilt  of  others.    His  bofom  was  torn 
*h  conflicting  paffions ;  and  thinking  o'er  all  the 
tternefs  of  diflblution,  in  the  anguilh  of  his  foul,  he 
ss  tempted  to  adopt  the  wicked  counfel  given  to 
)),  and  curfingGoD,  to  die. 

.put  the  tempeft  fubfided;  the  clouds  were  dis- 
ifed;  the  fun-beams  began  to  burft  forth;  and  the 
corns  which  overfpread  the  firmament,  vaniflied  like 
tting  fliadows.    A  folemn  ilillnefs  enfued,  com- 
nicating  to  his  mind  a  holy  calm,  which  was  fue- 
led by  the  reftoration  of  its  wonted  energies.  He 
))ke,  as  it  were,  from  an  oppreffive  dream  j  his 
rrt  waxed  warm  with  devotion  j  and  lifting  up  his 
;s  to  heaven,  he  thus  addrefled  himfelf  to  the  Deity : 
>h!  my  God  and  Father!  Iam  now  fenfible  that 
ti  mercy  Thou  gaveft  me  being;  and  that  thy 
ving-kindnefs  hath  followed  me  through  the 
hole  courfe  of  it.    Therefore  in  Thee  will  I 
::pofe' my  confidence;  for  Thou  wilt  look  with 
>mpalTion  on  a  wounded  fpirit,  anxious  for  thy 
vour,  yet  confeious  and  fearful  of  its  own  un- 
or  thinefs .    Let  the  light  of  thy  countenance  fliuie 
'on  me,  to  difpel  the  darknefs  in  which  my  mind 
r  2 
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"  has  been  Involved.  Give  me  to  feel  the  comfort- 
"  ing  influence  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  I  may  indulge 
"  no  gloomy  imaginations,  no  vain  terrors,  nor  hearts 
"  corroding  cares.  For  anxiety  depreffes  intellectual 
4C  vigour,  diminilhes  affiance  in  Thee,  and  difquali- 
"  fies  for  the  attive  duties  of  life.  But  weaknefs 
"  overcome  is  ftrength;  errors  dete&ed  become  the 
"  brightnefs  of  truth ;  and  penitence  for  vice  may  be 
"  exalted  into  the  fublime  of  virtue.  Teach  me  to 
"  make  thy  terrors  cordial,  and  thy  ftripes  healing 
"  to  my  foul;  and  fill  me  with  the  bleffed  truft,  that 
"  thy  fervant,  who  might  have  been  loft,  is  now 
"  happily  found;  and  that  by  the  prefent  fadnefs  of 
"  my  countenance  my  heart  may  be  for  ever  made 
"  better." 

ON  THE  DIVINE  PERMISSION  OF  EVIL,  NATURAL  J 
AND  MORAL. 

NOTHING  can  be  more  interefting  to  rational, 
moral,  and  dependent  beings,  than  to  form  a  juft 
eftimate  of  the  attributes  of  God,  and  of  the  ad  mi- 
niftration  of  his  divine  providence.  From  the  nature 
of  fupreme  intelligence,  we  may  abftra&edly  derive 
irrefragable  proofs  of  fovereign  power,  wifdom,  and 
goodnefs.  But  few  minds  are  fufficiently  cultivated 
to  comprehend  a  fcheme  of  theology  fo  purely  philo- 
fophical;  and  ftill  more  inconfiderable  is  the  number 
of  thofe  who  are  capable  of  being  imprefied  by  it 
with  pious  confidence,  reverence,  and  love.  To  the 
aftual  government  of  the  world,  therefore,  as  it  ap- 
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leears  to  our  experience  and  obfervation,  we  mull  refer 
ur  the  foundation  of  thofe  practical  principles  of  reg- 
ion, which  are  elfential  to  the  regulation  of  our 
»nduct ;  to  infpire  us  with  gratitude  in  profperity, 
rt  afford  us  folace  in  adverfity,  and  to  furnifti  us  with 
cell-grounded  expectations  of  a  future  and  glorious 
umortality.    Yet  fituated  as  we  are  ,  on  a  narrow 
cot  of  this  wide  world,  itfelf  only  a  fmall  part  of  an 
umenfe  univerfe,  and  inhabited  by  generations  of 
:sn,  who  have  fucceeded  each  other  forthoufands  of 
aars,  and  will  continue  to  pafs  away  ages  and  ages 
come ;  how  fliall  we  elevate  our  views  to  the  fub- 
ne  contemplation  of  a  conftitution  fo  immenfe,  of 
order  fo  infinite,  and  of  a  feries  of  events  invol- 
ug  in  them  all  that  belongs  to  the  paft,  to  the 
^fent,  and  to  futurity  ? 

IBut  though  the  Deity  be  thus  incomprehenfible  in 
".  immenfity  of  his  works,  yet  He  has  gracioufly  dis- 
ced himfelf  to  our  obfervation  and  undemanding 
;more  confined  views  of  his-  wifdom,  power,  and 
:jdnefs  :  and  to  thefe  we  muft  refer,  if  we  would 
ily  appreciate  the  divine  adminiftation.  Let  us 
*j  therefore,  with  humble  confidence,  make  the 
■?mn  and  important  appeal :  and,  oh,  Father  of 
fpirits, 

"  What  in  us  is  dark 
"  Illumine ;  what  is  low  raife  and  fupport: 
"  That  to  the  height  of  this  great  argument, 
"  We  may  aflert  eternal  Providence, 
"  And  juftify  the  ways  of  God  to  men." 

Milton. 
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Evil  may  be  confidered  under  the  three  following 
views: 

I.  As  purely  phyfical,  or  appertaining  folely  to 
the  material  fyftem  of  nature. 

II.  As  phyfical,  but  influencing  or  dependent  on 
human  agency. 

III.  As  moral  in  its  origin,  nature,  and  effects. 

L  Physical  Evil,  as  it  regards  the  material 
fyftem  of  God's  works,  can  alone  confift  in  what 
counteracts  the  defign  of  the  Creator,  by  difturbing 
the  order  or  fubverting  the  ccconomy  of  nature. 
But  if  we  admit  the  fupreme  wifdom  and  uncontroul- 
able  power  of  the  Sovereign  of  the  univerfe,  fuch  a 
fuppofition  involves  in  it  not  only  inconfiftency,  but 
grofs  abfurdity.  And  if  we  fuperadd  to  this  confi- 
deration  our  incapacity  to  judge  of  final  caufes,  or  to 
trace  the  connexion  and  fubferviency  of  parts  to  the 
whole  of  a  fyftem  immenfely  ample  in  its  extent,  we 
fhall  fee  abundant  reafon  to  reject  the  preemption  of 
arraigning  the  counfels,  or  condemning  the  meafures, 
of  the  great  Author  and  Preferver  of  nature.  Let 
us,  however,  attentively  inveftigate  thofe  appearances, 
which,  in  the  eye  of  the  arrogant  fceptic,  mark  a 
deficiency  either  of  wifdom  or  of  power:  and, 
though  we  may  not  be  able  to  obviate  every  difficulty 
or  objection,  we  fhall  at  leaft,  I  truft,  derive  fufficient 
evidence  from  the  enquiry  to  vindicate  the  adminis- 
tration of  God.  "  A  little  philofophy,"  &ys  Bacon' 
"  may  incline  the  mind  to  atheifm ;  but  depth  m 
cc  philofophy  will  bring  it  about  again  to  reafon' 
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ij-  <  For  while  the  mind  of  man  looketh  upon  fecond 
I ■'  caufes  fcattered,  it  may  foraetimes  reft:  in  them, 
"  and  go  no  farther;  but  when  it  beholdeth  the 
,s  chain  of  them  linked  together,  it  muft  needs  fly  to 
iC  Providence  and  Deity." 

Earthquakes,  volcanos,  ftorms,  inundations,  and 
the  wide  deferts  of  the  globe,  are  the  defe&s  and 
olemifties  in  creation,  which  are  fuppofed  to  arraign 
Ihe  power  or  benevolence  of  the  Creator. 

Earthquakes  are  the  occafional  effeft,  either  of 
lhat  central  heat  which  is  necelTary  to  communicate 
warmth  to  the  great  mafs  of  folid  matter  of  which 
the  globe  confifts  ;  or  they  are  the  explofions  of  a 
liibtile  eleftric  fluid,  eflential  to  vegetation,  and  pro- 
bably alfo  to  animal  life.  In  their  origin,  therefore, 
lhey  are  not  evil,  and  from  their  operation  we  may 
teafonably  prefume  to  deduce  terraqueous  and  atmos- 
pheric changes  of  the  higheft  importance  in  the 
formation  of  minerals;  the  opening  of  figures  in 
mountains  for  the  paflage  of  waters ;  the  medicating 
inch  ftreams ;  and  the  production  of  fufEcient  outlets 
tor  effluvia,  on  which  the  permanent  falubrity  of  the 
i.ir  mull:  depend, 

Volcanos  are  probably  the  fpiracula  or  vents  of 
lhat  central  fire,  which,  if  not  thus  difcharged,  might 
become  redundant,  and  injurious  to  the  globe ;  and 
lhey  have  given  rife  to  the  formation  of  mountains, 
tnd  to  changes  in  the  ftru&ure  of  countries,  which 
nave  added  beauty  and  utility  to  the  face  of  nature, 
\ We  may  remark  alfo,  that  beds  of  the  molt  valuable 
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ores  have  been  elevated  by  them  from  the  bowels  of 
the  earth,  and  fo  difpofed  as  to  be  within  the  reach 
of  the  art  and  induftry  of  man. 

Storms  are  of  known  and  acknowledged  utility  in 
preferving  from  corruption  the  great  .mafs  of  waters, 
and  in  producing  falubrious  conftitutions  of  the  air.  j 
Without  their  beneficial  influence,  vegetation  would 
languifh,  and  animal  life  become  a  prey  to  difeafe 
and  peftilence. 

To  judge  of  inundations,  we  may  view  the  Nile  in 
its  progrefs  fertilizing  the  country,  reftoring  health 
to  the  fickly  inhabitants  of  Egypt,  and  leaving  their  | 
fields  in  a  (late  of  preparation  for  all  the  riches  of  a 
future  harveft.  And  what  is  true  of  the  regular 
overflowings  of  this  mighty  river,  is  applicable,  in  a 
coniiderable  degree,  to  fuch  as  are  apparently  more 
contingent. 

But  on  what  principle  (hall  we  reconcile  to  wifdom, 
which  forms  nothing  in  vain,  and  to  benevolence, 
which  has  ever  for  its  object  the  higheft:  mm  of  uti- 
lity, the  deferts  of  creation ;  mountains  covered  with 
perennial  fnow ;  vaft  plains  of  burning  fand,  or  ex- 
tended forefts  full  of  luxuriant  vegetation,  yet  unfre- 
quented for  ages,  and  which  may  remain  for  ages 
to,  come  unknown  ?  Thefe  are  queftions  difficult,  but 
not  unanfwerable.  The  Alps,  the  Pyrenne'es,  the 
Ande's,  and  other  immenfe  ridges  of  mountains,  maybe 
regarded  as  theneceflary  inftruments  of  Providence  iri 
the  generation  of  winds ;  in  the  difcharge  of  the 
fuperabundant  moifture  of  the  air;  and  above  all,  as 
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i  inexhauftible  refervoirs  of  thofe  rich  dreams,  which 
iffue  from  their  melting  fnows. 

The  fcorching  fands  of  the  torrid  zone  are  alfo 
^powerful  agents  of  the  Deity  for  good  ;  inafmuch  as 
it  is  by  the  oppofite  efHciency  of  heat  and  cold,  that 
i.  the  atmofphere  is  put  in  motion,  and  that  its  move- 
ments are  rendered  fo  uniform  and  permanent,  as  to 
fubferve  thofe  important  purpofes  which  we  know  to 
be  anfwered  in  all  the  latitudes  where  the  trade- winds 
regularly  blow.    But  for  what  were  the  vaft  forefts 
made,  in  which  no  human  footfteps  can  be  traced, 
.and  which  are  the  habitations  of  ravenous  beafts  and 
venomous  reptiles  ?  Are  they  not  alfo  habitations  of 
innumerable  fpecies  of  birds  and  infefts ;  of  an  infi- 
nitude of  animals,  all  gifted  with  exigence,  claiming 
fupport  from  God,  and  participating  largely  in  his 
i  bounty  ?    Shall  the  pride  of  man  arrogate  to  himlelf 
every  blefhng  of  heaven  ?    Even  in  this  inftance  may 
his  pride  be  gratified.    Let  it,  however,  be  mixed 
with  thankfulnefs  and  reverence  to  his  great  and 
beneficent  Creator :  for  the  herbage  and  the  woods 
which  flourifli  in  remote  and  unpeopled  regions,  ai  ; 
profitable  to  us  by  the  fupplies  which  they  furnifli  of 
vital  air,  wafted  by  the  winds  to  replenifh  the  vitiated 
atmofphere.    "  In  this  operation  the  fragrant  1  >fe, 
"  and  deadly  nightfhade,  alike  exert  their  powers: 
"  and  from  the  oak  of  the  foreft  to  the  grafs  of  the 
"  field,  every  individual  plant  is  fubfervient  to  man- 
"  kind,"  though  hitherto  undiftinguifhc  i  by  any 
property  adapted  to  our  ufe  as  food  or  medi  i:  e.  But 
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wide  tra&s  of  country,  now  unfrequented  by  the 
human  fpecies,  may,  in  the  progrefs  of  time,  become  a 
refuge  from  tyrrany,  and  the  abodes  of  induftry,  art, 
and  fcience.  This  interefling  truth  is  amply  verified 
by  theextenfive  fettlements  on  the  northern  continent 
of  America;  and  it  may  be  part  of  the  plan  of  Divine 
Providence,  that  the  wilds  of  Afia  and  Africa  may 
hereafter  become  the  habitations  of  men,  enjoying 
the  bleffings  of  religion,  of  liberty,  and  of  good 
government. 

From  this  brief  and  imperfect  attempt  to  elucidate 
the  more  obfcure  and  doubtful  appearances  in  the 
fyftem  of  nature,  we  may  be  warranted  to  conclude, 
that  abiblute  phyfical  evil  has  no  exigence  in  the 
works  of  God.    And  if  the  world,  which  we  in- 
habit,  be  regarded  with  a  peculiar  reference  to  man, 
as  the  theatre  of  aftion  for  moral  and  intelligent 
beings;  the  unceafmg  and  uniform  operation  of  ge- 
neral laws  is  effential  to  the  exercife  of  his  powers, 
to  his  progreffive  improvement,  and  to  his  prefent 
and  futm-e  felicity.  Were  the  ftate  of  things  changed, 
there  could  fubfift  no  art,  no  fcience,  no  experience, 
and  confequently  no  certainty  either  of  expectation 
or  of  enjoyment.    But  this  leads  to  the  confideration 
of  the  fecond  divifion  of  our  fubjeft,  and  to  enquire 
into  the  exigence   of  thofe  alleged  phyfical  evils 
which  influence,  or  are  dependent  on,  human  agency. 
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THE  SAME  SUBJECT  CONTINUED, 

THE  hiftory  of  the  patriarch  Job  prefents  to  our 
view,  in  all  the  lively  colouring  of  eaftern  imagery,  a 
feries  of  calamities  almoft  furpaffing  human  endu- 
rance.   In  different  parts,  of  his  domain,  his  oxen, 
fris  camels,  and  his  alTes,  were  carried  off  by  bands  of 
Sabcean  and  Chaldean  plunderers.    His  (heep,  and 
his  fervants  who  tended  them,  were  fuddenly  con- 
fumed  by  fire  from  heaven.    During  the  hour  of 
feflivity,  his  fons  and  his  daughters  were  buried  in 
the  ruins  of  their  brother's  habitation,  overfet  by  a 
hurricane  from  the  wildernefs.    The  intelligence  of 
thefe  difafters  Job  received  with  poignant  grief,  but 
at  the  fame  time  with  humble  and 'devout  acquies- 
cence.   He  arofe  and  rent  his  mantle,  and  fhaved 
his  head,  and  fell  down  upon  the  ground  and  worjhip- 
fed,  and  /aid,  Naked  came  lout  of  my  mother's  -womb, 
and  naked  Jhall  I  return  thither.     The  Lord  gave, 
and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away;  blejfed  be  the  name 
of  the  Lord.    In  all  this  Job  finned  not ;  for  fenfibi- 
lity  is  perfectly  compatible  with  fortitude  and  resig- 
nation ;   and  its  exiftence  is  even  pre-fuppofed  by 
them.    He  who  feels  not  the  weight  of  God's  judg- 
ments, can  require  no  mental  energies  to  fuftain  them ; 
exercife  no  patience  in  their  endurance;  nor  repofe, 
with  pious  confidence,  on  his  juitice  and  mercy.  But 
when  the  afni&ions  of  Job  were  extended  to  his  own 
perfon;  when  he  was  fmitten  with  fore  boils,  from 
the  fole  of  his  foot  unto  the  crown  of  his  head; 
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when  the  wife  of  hisbofom  tormented  him  with  evil 
counfel,  and  his  friends  aggravated  his  fufferings, 
inftead  of  affording  comfort;  in  the  anguifli  of  his 
heart,  he  curfed  the  day  of  his  birth;  and  in  the  ex- 
preffion  of  his  ardent  longings  for  death,  he  thus 
expoftulated  with  his  Maker:    Wherefore  is  light 
given  to  him  that  is  in  mifery,  and  life  unto  the  bitter 
in  foul?    But  herein  the  patriarch  cannot  be  ac- 
quitted of  charging  God  foolifhly;  though  candour 
unites  with  pity  in  pleading  the  excufe  of  human 
frailty.    Under  circumftances  the  raoft  painful  and 
difaltrous,  we  have  a  pod  affigned  us  by  the  Author 
of  our  being,  and  the  Sovereign  Difpofer  of  all  events: 
and  it  is  our  duty  to  be  at  once  "  refigned  to  die, 
"  or  refolute  to  live.'* 

But  is  this  conftitution  of  nature  in  verity  fo  adverfe 
to  that  happinefs  which  is  the  end  and  aim  of  man; 
fo  fraught  with  difappointment,  fo  prolific  of  dis- 
afters,  and  fo  full  of  pain,  difeafe,  and  fufferine? 
I  lath  God  fent  forth  Satan,  as  it  is  recorded  he  did 
to  Job,  with  power  to  put  forth  his  hand,  and  to 
ihflift  the  full  meafure  of  calamity  on  the  world?  Or 
mufl:  we  refer  the  forrowful  events  of  life,  according 
to  the  Manichean  herefy,  to  an  evil  principle,  co- 
exiflent,  co-eternal,  and  co-equal  with  theOmnipotent 
Sovereign  of  the  univerfe?    Both  fuppofitions  are  too 
abfurd  and  impious  to  require  a  ferioiis  confutation. 
If  the  creation  originated  in  wifdom  and  benevolence, 
it  mull  ftill  be  governed  by  the  fame  tranfeendent 
attributes  :   and  though  we  may  be  unable,  from 
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our  limited  capacities,  to  trace  them  through  all  their 
connexions,  dependencies,  and  diverfified  energies; 
yet  we  are  fufficiently  encouraged  to  purfue  the  pious 
and  animating  enquiry.  Every  ftep  we  take  will 
ftrengthen  our  conviction  of  the  providence  of  God; 
will  enliven  our  gratitude  towards  the  Giver  of  every 
good  gift;  and  humble  us  under  his  afflictive  difpen- 
fations. 

We  have  already  taken  a  brief  furvey  of  thofe 
■phenomena,  which  belong- exclufrvely  to  the  material 
iyftem  of  nature;  and  however  unqualified  we  found 
ourfelves  to  fcan  the  ways  of  Omnipotence,  yet  we 
difcovered  fufficient  evidence  to  conclude,  that  no 
abfolute  evil  exifhs  in  the  creation;  or  in  other 
words,  nothing  which  counteracts  the  defign  of  the 
wife  and  beneficent  Creator,  by  difturbing  the  order 
or  fubverting  the  ceconomy  of  his  works.  Let  us 
now  enlarge  our  induction,  by  confidering  thofe  phy- 
fical  operations  that  are  relative  to  man ;  in  which 
he  neceffarily  participates;  and  that  reciprocally  affect, 
or  are  affected  by,  his  agency.  . 

In  the  ftructure  of  the  human  frame  the  Divine 
Author  appears  to  have  had  in  view  a'  progreflive 
plan,  comprehending, 

I.  The  multiplied  relations  of  the  prefent  life: 

II.  The  expectation  of  a  future,  improved,  and 
immortal  ftate  of  exiftence.  To  this  plan,  therefore, 
our  inveftigation  mud:  be  accommodated. 

Man  enters  upon  the  firft  ftage  of  his  being  in  a 
(late  of  corporeal  and  mental  imbecility.    But  the 
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parental  affection  fupplies  every  defect  of  ftrength, 
and  anticipates  every  want  of  nature.    By  diverfified' 
exertions,  the  mufcular  organs  gradually  acquire  their 
proper  tone  and  attorn    The  fenfes  are  invigorated, 
and  corrected  in  their  perceptions,  by  ufe  and  expert 
ence.    The  appetites,  the  paffions,  and  affections,  are 
developed.    Attention,  curiofity,  complacency,' and 
admiration,  are  roufed;  and  the  memory  becomes 
copioufly  ftored  with  ideas  for  fubfequent  combination 
and  reflection.    The  young  fpectator  learns  to  diftin- 
guifli,  and  to  be  delighted  with,  his  parents,  his  bre- 
thren,  and  his  fitters:  and  this  emotion,  frequently 
re-iterated,  conftitutes  a  moral  attachment;  which 
reciprocal  offices  increafe,  gratitude  enlivens,  and  habit 
perpetuates.  As  connexions  are  extended,  new  inte- 
nds occur,  and  new  dependencies  are  formed.  The- 
paffions  and  affections  are  called  forth  into  action;  and 
fympathy,  benevolence,  generofity,  magnanimity,  felf- 
denial,  and  fortitude,  and  the  correfponding  prin- 
ciples which  are  oppofed  to  them,  are  difplayed, 
foflered,  and  difciplined  in  the  purfaits  and  even  in 
the  paftimes  of  childhood  and  youth.    The  intel- 
lectual faculties  at  this  period  commence  their  ener- 
gies; objects  are  difcrimiuated ;  comparifons  are 
drawn,  and  conclufions  formed,  by  a  deciding  judg- 
ment, which  admits  of  no  appeal.    Reafon  thus 
affumes  its  afcendancy ;  and  the  confcioufnefs  of  right 
and  wrong  attaches  itfelf  both  to  fentiment  and  to 
action.    The  mind  now  becomes  capable  of  recog- 
nizing the  Deity  in  its  own  ftructure  and  operations, 
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ind  in  the  furrounding  works  of  nature.  Filial 
everence,  gratitude,  and  love,  refined  and  fpiritu- 
■  lized,  are  applied  to  the  Father  of  the  univerfe. 

, HLis  conftant  prefence  is  felt;  his  favour  is  fought; 
lis  condemnation  is  dreaded  ;  and  his  guardian  pro- 
motion is  earneflly  folicited,  whenever  trouble  affails, 
>r  danger  is  to  be  encountered.    Thus  an  intercourfe 

ss  eftabliflied  between  God  and  the  human  foul ; 

.aid  the  conviction  of  his  fuperintending  providence 

becomes  a  fupport  in  affliction,  a  check  to  vicious 
)ropenfities,  and  a  powerful  incentive  to  virtue  and 

;:o  honour. 

In  manhood,  the  acquirements  of  youth,  both  in- 
:ellectual  and  moral,  receive  a  direction  adapted  to 
:he  bufinefs  and  to  the  duties  of  life.    In  this  di- 
rection they  undergo  further  difcipline  and  improve- 
ment:  and  as  higher  and  more  extended  interefts 
ire  now  to  be  purfued,  a  wider  fcope  is  eftabliflied 
"or  the  exertion  of  their  refpective  energies.  Defires 
und  affections,  hitherto  unknown,  fpring  up  in  the 
xjreaft;  the  tendereft  of  all  connections  is  formed; 
and  the  charities  of  hufband  and  father,  wife  and 
jjhnother,  gladden  and  blefs  the  remainder  of  life, 
Rthough  they  multiply  its  cares  and  its  agitations.  But 
ipattachments  are  not  now  confined  to  a  houfehold,  to 
kindred,  to  the  village,  or  to  the  diflrict  in  which 
ijrman  refides.    He  is  the  member  of.  a  large  commu- 
ifcaity;  is  interefled  in  its  laws  and  polity;  and  feeling 
>  phe  generous  fpirit  of  patriotifm,  he  labours  to  pro- 
ihnote  tile  liberty,  the  profperity,  and  the  happineft 
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of  his  country.  By  the  intercourfe  of  nations,  by 
the  purfuits  of  fcience,  or  by  the  commercial  concerns 
in  which  he  is  engaged,  he  is  conftituted  a  citizen  of 
the  world;  is  animated  with  the  principle  of  general 
philanthropy;  and  becomes  an  advocate  for  the 
rights  of  all  mankind. 

In  this  career  old  age  advances,  at  firfl  with  flow 
and  unheeded  fteps,  but  after  a  certain  period,  ra- 
'  pidiy  and  with  gloomy  deflation.    The  fenfitive 
powers  are  now  blunted;  fancy  lofes  its  gay  images; 
the  paffions  grow  torpid,  the  affections  languid;  andi 
the  functions  of  life  are  contracted  within  a  dull  and 
narrow  Iphere.    Yet  under  all  thefe  circumftances, 
the  hoavy  bead  found  in  the  way  of  righteoufnefs  is  a 
crown  of  glory;  and  it  is  meet  that  there  fliould  be  a 
paufe,  before  the  anxious  purfuits  of  this  tranfitory 
world  are  exchanged  for  the  offices  and  enjoyments 
of  eternity,  that  the  heart  being  weaned  from  earth, 
by  the  fufpenfion  of  vain  aflbciations  and  idle  habits, 
may  be  better  fitted  for  heaven. 

The  ftages  of  human  life,  which  have  been  thus 
imperfectly  defcribed,  are  intimately  connected  with 
and  dependent  on  each  other,  and  form  one 
regular  afcending  fcale.  It  is  obvious,  alfo,  that 
they  feparately,  as  well  as  conjointly,  bear  reference 
to  a  future  ftate,  wherein  the  faculties,  which 
have  been  here  evolved,  exercifed,  and  trained,  will 
be  advanced,  by  the  like  progreffive  fteps,  to  higher 
and  higher  degrees  of  maturity  and  excellence.  Con- 
iidering  the  world,  therefore,  as  a  fchool,  and  man 
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s  the  pupil  of  nature,  his  ftrufture,  iltuation,  and 
lefignation  imply,  that  he  raufl:  fuftain  the  inconveni- 
nces  of  weaknefs,  before  flrength  can  be  attained ; 
f  error,  before  right  judgments  are  acquired;  and 
f  mifguided  paffion,  before  experience  has  taught 
:If-governraent.    We  may,  reverentially,  compare 
lis  divine  inftitution  with  the  fyftem  of  human  edu- 
it:on.    And  as  a  wife  parent,  in  training  up  a 
eloved  fon,  would  combine  a&ion  with  reft,  labour 
ith  relaxation,  and  correction  with  indulgence;  fo 
;e  have  the  higheft  authority  for  the  conclufion  that 
horn  the  Lord  hveth  He  chajleneth :  even  Jesus,  the 
plain  of  our falvation,  was  made  perfecl  through  fuf* 
rring.    And  the  great  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles  hath 
nphatically  declared  of  himfelf,  and  St.  James,  his 
! low-labourer  in  thegofpel ;  we  glory  in  tribulation, 
vowing  that  tribulation  worketh  patience  ^  and  patience 
perience,  and  experience  hope.    In  the  varied  talks, 
.wever,  which  man  has  to  perform,  a  large  fum  of 
icity  is  inherent :  and  the  pain,  the  labour,  and 
z  danger,  which  he  has  to  encounter,  are  not  to  be 
nominated  evils;  fince  he  is  gifted  with  the  power 
rendering  them  fubfervient  to  his  higheft  intereft 
1  everlafting  good.    This  important  truth  merits  a 
»re  ample  inveftigation;  and  we  lhall  devote  the 
Kt  chapter  to  the  confideration  of  the  benefits  re- 
tting from  thofe  conditions  of  human  exiftence, 
iich  the  gloom  of  fome  Chriftians,  and  the  impiety 
;atheifts,  have  dwelt  upon  as  the  direful  ills  of  life. 
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THE  SAME  SUBJECT  CONTINUED. 

When  our  firfk  parents  were  expelled  from  pa« 
radife,  Mofes  records  this  denunciation  of  God,  as 
addrefied  to  Adam.    Curfed  is  the  ground for  thy  fake. 
In  the  fweat  of  thy  face  Jhalt  thou  eat  bread,  till  thou 
return  unto  the  ground ;  for  dufi  thou  art,  and  unto 
dujh  Jhalt  thou  return.    But  whatever  might  be  the  I 
original  conftitution  of  the  human  frame,  certain  it 
now  is,  that  labour  is  necefiary  to  the  regular  per-  I 
formance  of  the  animal  fun&ions ;  that  inaction  pro- 
duces bodily  difeafe  and  mental  imbecility;  and  that  ;, 
in  mufcular  exertions,  when  not  exceffive  nor  too 
long  continued,  there  is  no  inconfiderable  degree  of 
fenfitive  gratification.    Were  the  earth  to  produce" 
fpontaneoufly  the  fuftenance  and  comforts  of  life,* 
man  would  be  without  incitements  to  thofe  energies 
which  are  effeatial  to  his  health  and  well-being,  and 
would  fink  into  a  ftate  of  torpor,  which  might  degrade 
his  condition  even  below  that  of  the  brute  creation, 
In  the  culture  of  the  ground,  not  only  induftry,  but 
obfervation,  invention,  knowledge,  and  focial affiftance 
are  required.    Arts  thus  originate;  civil  polities  are 
formed;  an  interchange  of  commodities  is  eftablifhed; 
commerce  is  extended ;  and  by  the  reciprocity  of 
wants  and  of  fupplies,  the  productions' of  nature  are 
multiplied  and  univerfally  diffufed.  The  whole  globe, 
by  fuch  intercourfe,  may  progreffively  form  one  great 
family,  acquiring,  as  generations  fucceed.  one  another, 
degrees  of  fcience  and  improvement  far  beyond  all 
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m  prefent  conceptions.    It  has  been  eftimated,  by 
olitica!  arithmeticians,  that  the  daily  employment  of 
the  working  hands  in  every  ftate  during  the  fpace  of 
pur  hours  is  adequate  to  the  full  fupply,  for  all  its 
members,  of  food,  raiment,  and  habitation.  But 
hen  the  powers  of  the  mind  have  been  ftimulated  to 
ftvity,  new  wants  and  defires  fpring  up  j  and  in 
ofecuting  the  means  of  their  indulgence,  more 
mple  and  diverfified  fcope  is  given  to  the  exercife  and 
Iargement  of  all  the.moral  and  intelJe&ual  powers 
our  nature.    In  the  complicated  bufinefs  of  life, 
ee  apparent  end  purfued  is,  in  reality,  often  valuable 
l;!y  for  the  means  employed  in  its  acquifition.  This 
nth  might  be  exemplified  in  the  laborious  fearch 
cer  wealth,  in  the  toils  of  ambition,  and  even  in 
invert igation  of  fcientific  truth.    The  object  they 
cd  forth  to  view  are  often  regarded  far  beyond 
iir  abfolute  value:  but  relatively  confidered,  as 
nifliing  employment  for  virtuous  difpofitions,  and 
!  the  active  faculties  of  the  mind,  they  are  of  inefti- 
Me  importance  in  the  great  fcheme  of  human  edu- 
>n  for  a  higher  and  better  ftate  of  exigence, 
•mon,  therefore,  hath  well  obferved,  In  all  labour 
*  is  profit.    Go  to  the  ant,  thoujluggard:  confider 
mays,  and  be  wife.    Hate  not  laborious  work,  nei- 
Voujbandry,  which  the  Mojl  High  hath  ordained! 
advancing  thefe  pleas  for  the  benefits  of  labour, 
e  not  be  underftood  to  juftify  that  debafing  fer- 
e,  that  more  than  Egyptian  bondage,  and  thofe 
xmfuming  toils,  which  avarice,  cruelty,  and  op. 
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preflion,  have  rendered  the  miferable  lot  of  fo  large 
a  portion  of  mankind.    To  impute  fuch  wretched- 
nefs  to  the  Author  of  our  frames,  would  be  not 
merely  to  charge  G  on  foolifhly*  but  grofsly  to  bias-  . 
pheme  his  holy  name.    For  though  nothing  can  fuh- 
fid  in  the  univerfe  without  his  permiffion,  yet  we  are 
ever  to  bear  in  mind  the  full  and  genuine  import  of 
this  truth.    Divine  permiffion  is  to  be  underdood  in 
two  very  different  fenfes ;  either  as  what  is  not  pro. 
hibited  by  fovereign  wifdom,  or  as  not  prevented 
by  the  direct  interpofition  of  fovereign  power.  In 
the  former  fenfe,  it  were  impious  to  allege  the  per- 
million  of  injudice  and  inhumanity;  and  falfe,  when, 
we  know  they  have  been  drictly  forbidden  under  the 
fevered  penalties.    But  in  the  latter  fenfe,  the  go- 
vernment of  God  over  rational,  moral,  and  account- 
able beings,  requires  the  freedom  of  man's  agency; 
and  if  he  deliberately  and  voluntarily  incur  the  guilt, 
he  mud  likewife  incur  the  punilhment  of  jnfl'fting 
mifery  on  his  fellow-creatures.    This  intereding  ob- 
fervation  may  be  extended  to  bodily  pain  and  difeafe; 
which  are  the  next  objects  of  our  inquiry;  and  are 
tpo  often  the  confequences  of  human  folly,  intem- 
perance, or  profligacy.    Bat  though  thefe  cafes  may 
properly  be  regarded  as  deviations  from  that  benig- 
nant conditution  which  has  the  fan&ion  and  appoint- 
ment of  the  Deity;  yet  fuch  is  our  ftructure,  that 
fuffering  and  ficknefs  mud  neceflarily  be  experienced; 
not  only  from  unavoidable  cafualties,  but  from  the 
fupplies  which  are  required,  the  injuries  of  which  we 
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Are  to  receive  warning,  and  the  gradual  decay  of  our 
.corporeal  and  perifhable  organs.    The  appetites  are 

inftin&s  of  oilr  nature,  adapted  to  the  prefervation 
cof  our  being,  and  to  the  continuance  of  our  fpecies. 
lit  is  wifely  ordained,  therefore,  that  their  cravings 
ihould  be  importunate,  and  even  painful  when  too 
kong  neglected.  The  uneafmefs,  however,  to  which 
;)ur  improvidence  may  fdmetimes  give  occafion,  is 
zv.ore  than  counterbalanced  by  the  pleafurable  im- 
preflions  of  which  they  are  made  fufceptible.  The 
denies  are  endued  with  a  delicacy  of  perception, 
which  often  renders  them  the  inftruments  of  unea- 
'  kiefs.  But  they  are  the  watchful  guardians  of  our 
oodily  frame  j  and  give  timely  notice  of  whatever 
>s  injurious  to  it :  and  to  their  exquifite  powers  it 
98  to  be  afcribed,  that  we  are  alive  to  all  the  fweet 
>■  erfumes  of  nature,  all  the  delights  of  harmony,  and 
.11  the  charms  of  vifion. 
Health,  as  confiding  in  the  foundnefs  and  vigour 

f  the  bodily  organs,  and  in  their  complete  aptitude 
or  exertion  and  enjoyment,  is  doubtlefs  of  ineftimable 
onfideration.    But  the  occafional  fufpenfion  of  this 

leffing  may  be  neceffary  to  obviate  the  abufes  to 

hich  it  is  liable;  to  evince  its  high  value,  to  re- 
uedy  the  injuries  it  may  have  fuftained,  and  to  infure 

s  future  more  permanent  duration;  A  ftrong  con- 
iitution  is  too  often  made  fubfervient  to  fenfuality, 
Mety,  and  other  licentious  indulgences,  which,  if 

3t  feafonably  interrupted  by  the  experience  of  con- 

qucntial  fuffering,  would  prove  definitive  to  the 
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animal  osconomy,  and  bring  on  premature  decrepi- 
tude or  death.    Difeafes,  under  thefe  circumftances, 
not  only  furnifti  a  beneficial  reftraint,  and  prdcrvc 
the  mind  from  contamination;  but  they  are  often 
the  remedies  which  nature  has  kindly  provided  for 
the  reftoration  of  the  vital  functions.    A  good,  which 
has  been  thus  loft  and  beneficently  reftored,  will  be 
prized  according  to  its  high  defert;  and  being  che- 
riflied  with  affiduous  care,  will  be  prolonged,  and 
applied  to  its  proper  ufes  in  the  great  bufinefs  of 
life.    But  ficknefs,  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  is  not 
always  remedial  in  its  tendency,  and  frequently  pro- 
duces degrees  of  protracted  languilhment  and  pain> 
grievous  to  endure,  and  obftru&ive  of  thofe  aflive 
offices,  which,  in  his  prefent  fphere,  man  is  called 
upon  to  perform.    There  are  duties,  however,  of 
another  clafs,  not  lefs  eflential  to  the  improvement 
and  excellence  of  his  moral  and  religious  character: 
and  where  is  a  fchool  to  be  found,  Like  the  chamber 
of  ficknefs,  for  meeknefs,  patience,  refignation,  grati- 
tude, and  devout  trull  in  God?    There  pride  is 
humbled,  the  angry  pafilons  fubfide,  animofities  ceafe, 
and  the  vanities  of  the  world  lofe  their  bewitching 
attractions.    Falfe  aflbciations  are  there  corrected ; 
true  eftimates  are  formed;  and  the  good  man  learns 
to  rejoice  in  the  conviction,  that  if  this  earthly  taber- 
nacle be  difjohed,  be  has  a  building  of  God,  a  houfe 
not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.  Whilft 
rtiefe  pajfvue    -virtues  are  cultivated  in  the  fu£j 
feriug  individual,  all  who  KUjjifter  to  him  have  their. 
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beft  difpofitions  exercifed  and  improved.  Terider- 
nefs,  humanity,  fympathy,  friendfliip,  and  domeftic 
love,  on  fuch  occafions,  find  that  fphere  which  is 
peculiarly  adapted  to  their  exertion:  and  all  the 
fofter  charities  of  life  derive,  from  thefe  fources, 
their  highefl:  refinements.  Juftly,  therefore,  hath  it 
been  declared,  it  is  better  to  go  to  the  houfe  of  mourn* 
mg,  than  to  the  houfe  of  feafting — and  that  by  the 
fadnefs  of  the  countenance  the  heart  is  made  better* 

There  is,  however,  a  fadnefs  of  the  countenance 
that  is  always  enumerated  among  the  evils  of  life, 
which  admits  not  of  the  fupports  and  comforts  of 
hope,  and  is  accompanied  with  irremediable  feeble- 
nefs,  with  an  a£tual  decay  of  the  organs  of  fenfe,  and 
an  apparent  torpor  of  all  the  mental  powers.  Su:h 
is  theftateof  extreme  old  age,  which  Solomon  has 
atlegorically  defcribed  with  great  ftrength  and  beauty 
of  language.    It  is  the  day  when  the  keepers  of  the 
houfe  fhall  tremble,  and  the  Jirong  men  Jhall  bow  them- 
selves, and  the  grinders  Jhall  ceafe  becaufe  they  are 
few;  and  thofe  that  look  out  of  the  windows  be  dark- 
ened.    The  grafs-hopper  Jhall  be  a  burthen,  and 
desire  Jhall  fail.    But  gloomy  as  this  defcription  ap- 
pears, it  is  concluded  by  the  averment  of  a  truth  in 
the  higheft  degree  confolatory ;  and  on  which  we, 
as  Chriftians,  may  rely  with  a  confidence,  it  was  not 
given  to  the  wife  king  of  Ifrael  fo  fully  to  experience. 
Then  Jhall  the  duji  return  to  the  eartb  as  it  was  ;  and 
the  fpirit  Jhall  return  unto  God  who  gave  it. 
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The  imbecility  and  fufferings  of  extreme  old  age 
mull,  from  their  nature,  be  of  fliort  continuance  j  and 
it  ihould  be  recollected,  alfo,  that  they  are  the  lot  only 
of  a  very  fmall  proportion  of  mankind.    Neither  are 
they  felt  as  a  fevere  grievance  by  thofe  who  feem  to 
fink  under  their  preffure.     For  fenfation,  at  this 
clofing  period  of  life,  is  deadened;  memory  is  fus- 
pended;  and  with  it  the  power  is  loft  of  comparing 
paft  with  prefent  perceptions.    Dotage,  therefore* 
is  much  Iefs  melancholy  to  the  patient  himfelf  than 
to  the  humane  fpeclator,  who  views  it  as  the  traveller 
beholds  the  mighty  Babylon  in  ruins.  By  the  changes 
which  have  taken  place  in  the  brain  and  fenfitive 
organs,  the  medium  of  communication  between  the 
mind  and  the  external  world  is,  in  a  great  degree, 
deftroyed;  and  it  is  probable,  that  the  feeming  intel- 
lectual wanderings,  which  we  notice,  arife  from  ner- 
vous fallacies,  if  the  expreflion  may  be  allowed,  not 
from  mental  incapacity.    Indeed,  it  may  be  prefumed 
that  the  fpirit,  which  is  fo  foon  to  return  to  God  who 
gave  it,  ftill  continues  improving  in  its  energies,  by 
internal  and  reflective  operationsj  though  to  us,  for 
the  reafons  above  affigned,  they  are  infcrutable.  In 
the  deep  lleep  which  fucceeds  certain  maladies,  (omc- 
thing  analogous  occurs.*    But  be  this  as  it  may,  if 

*  Do  the  following  fadts  afford  any  confirmation  of  this  fuppo- 
fition?  "In  the  year  i744,,  Mr.  Pope  evidently  grew  more  and 
more  infirm.  He  had  frequent  deliriums :  and  as  Dodfley  told  me, 
witli  tears  in  his  eyes,  Pope  afked  him  one  day,  as  he  fat  by  his 
bedlide,  "  what  great  arm  is  that  I  fee  coming  out  of  the  wall  ?" 
RccoTcring  another  day  from  one  of  diefe  deliriums,  he  ftid  u- 
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dotage  be  confidered  as  the  antecedent  to  a  future 
life,  it  is  not  more  an  evil  than  the  imbecility  with 
which  man  enters  into  the  prefent  Mate  of  being. 
Both  are  to  be  regarded  as  preparative  to  farther 
advancement,  though  we  mud  be  content  to  remain 
ignorant  of  the  mode  in  which  the  Supreme  Wifdom 
accomplices  his  divine  purpofes. 

This  bleak  and  barren  winter  of  terreftrial  exiftence 
occurs  only  in  a  fewfolitary  cafes,  during  the  courfe 
of  a  whole  generation :  and  of  the  autumnal  feafon 
of  life  we  all  afpire  to  the  attainment.  It  has  been 
flated  as  the  reward  of  wifdom,  that  length  of  days 
is  in  her  right  hand :  and  to  co?ne  to  the  grave  in  a 
full  age,  like  as  a  Jhock  of  corn  comcth  in,  is  the  pri- 
vilege affigned  to  the  righteous.  We  cannot,  there- 
fore, with  confiftency  regard  as  an  evil  that  to  which 
the  will  univerfally  afpires,  and  which  reafon  as  uni- 
verfally  approves.  To  the  intelligent  and  the  virtuous, 
advanced  age  prefents  a  fcene  of  tranquil  enjoyment, 
of  obedient  appetites,  of  well-regulated  affeftions,  of 
maturity  in  knowledge,  and  of  calm  preparation  for 

Spence,  **,  I  am  fo  certain  of  the  foul's  being  immortal,  that  I  feem 
"  to  feel  it  within  me,  as  it  were  by  intuition." — Warton's  edit,  of 
Pope's  Works,  vol.  i.  Life,  p.  Ixiv. 

I  have  received  authentic  information  of  a  ftate  of  fatuity,  fub- 
fiiting  from  infancy,  and  nearly  approaching  to  idiotifm,  that,  after 
thirty-four  years,  terminated  inaconfumption  of  the  lungs.  Towards 
the  fatal  clofe  of  this  malady,  the  patient  difplayed  a  degree  of 
intellectual  vigour  altonifhing  to  her  family  and  friends,  and  not 
4efs  fo  to  a  learned  and  judicious  clergyman,  who  vifited  her  offi- 
cially, and  who  Communicated  this  account  to  me. — See  Iflays 
Med.  Philof.  and  Exp.  vol.  ii.  p.  340,  4th  edit. 


282 


A  FATHER'S 


immortality.  In  this  ferene  and  dignified  Mate,  placed 
as  it  were  on  the  confines  of  two  worlds,  the  mind  of 
a  good  man  reviews  what  is  paft  with  the  complacency 
of  an  approving  confcience,  and  looks  forward  unto 
futurity  with  humble  confidence  in  the  mercy  of  God, 
and  with  devout  afpirations  towards  his  eternal  and 
ever-increafing  favour.  In  the  fervent  language  of 
the  apoftle,  he  finds  himfelf  difpofed  to  exclaim,  / 
have  fought  a  good jlgbt ',  /  have  finijhed  my  courfe,  I 
have  kept  the  faith,  and  henceforth  there  is  laid  up 
for  me  a  crown  of  glory. 

Death,  the  laft  evil  in  our  prefent  lot,  alleged  by 
thofe  who  fcruple  not  to  charge  God  foolijhly,  cannot 
furely  merit  this  denomination,  when  it  fucceeds  a 
long  and  well-fpent  life,  and  is  the  avenue  to  ever* 
lulling  felicity.    To  the  wicked  it  may  indeed  be  re* 
garded  as  a  direful  event,  but  is  rendered  fuch  only 
by  their  folly  and  guilt.    The  uncertainty  of  it  is 
wifely  ordained,  that  we  may  at  all  times  be  duly 
prepared  for  fo  awful  a  change.    It  is  alfo  to  be 
confidered  as  one  of  thofe  phyfical  efFe&s,  which  by 
our  attention  and  forefight  we  have  frequently  the 
power  to  counteract.    For  though  mortality  is  a  law 
of  nature,  the  precife  period  of  it  depends  on  num- 
berlefs  contingences  which  are  within  the  reach  of 
our  obferyation  and  influence:  and  it  forms  no  final! 
part  of  the  offices  of  life  to  guard  ourfelves,  and  thofe 
connected  with  us,  againft  danger,  difeafe,  and  their 
fatal  confequence.   The  being,  however,  whichTclofes 
here,  may  commence  its  progrefs  in  another  world 
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with  fuperior  advantages  from  the  very  point  of  its 
termination.  This  is  a  fufficient  ground  to  juftify 
the  ways  of  God  in  the  extinction  of  early  life.  For 
the  mortality  of  a  promiling  child  may  at  once  be  a 
benefit  to  his  mourning  parents,  and  to  the  /pints  of 
the  jujl  made  per/eft-,  fince  our  Saviour  has  allured 
us,  that  of fuch  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Even  the 
finner,  cut  off  in  the  career  of  unrepented  vice,  may 
poffibly  experience,  through  the  divine  grace,  the 
ftroke  of  death  to  be  a  mercy  to  himfelf,  as  it  is 
likely  to  become  fo  to  his  companions  in  guilt.  For 
habits  otherwife  unconquerable  are  thus  broken,  and 
aflbciations  are  deftroyed,  the  continuance  of  which 
might  have  produced  Mill  greater  and  more  perma- 
nent debafement  of  the  human  faculties. 

Let  us  hear  then  the  conclufion  of  the  whole  matter. 
Fear  God  and  keep  his  commandments,  for  this  is  the 
whole  duty  of  man.  But  the  fear  and  obedience  re- 
commended by  Solomon  imply  not  a  fervile  dread  or 
a  fordid  obfervance  of  arbitrary  commands;  but  a  full 
conviction  of  the  juftice  and  goodnefs  of  the  Deity, 
and  of  our  obligations  to  Him  founded  on  thefe  divine 
attributes.  And  if  there  be  any  who  have  doubts 
remaining  in  their  minds,  let  them  liften  with  humble 
reverence  to  the  folemn  appeal  which  the  Lord 
Jehovah  condefcended  to  make  to  his  difcontented 
and  ungrateful  people  the  Jews.  Hear  now,  0  houfe 
of  Ifrael,  are  not  my  ways  equal  ?  are  not  your  ways 
unequal?  Repent  and  turn  from  all  your  tranfgrejjfions  . 
fo  iniquity  fhall  not  he  your  ruin.    Cofi  away  from 
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you  all  your  tranfgrejions  whereby  you  have  tram, 
greffed,  and  make  you  a  new  heart,  and  a  new  fpirit; 
for  why  will  ye  die,  0  houfe  of  Ifrael?  I  have  no  plea- 
Jure  in  the  death  of  him  that  dieth,  faith  the  Lord 
God. 

THE  SAME  SUBJECT  CONTINUED. 

To  a  benevolent  and  devout  mind  no  fubjecT  can  be 
more  interefting  than  the  goodnefs  andjufticeof  God 
in  the  formation  and  government  of  the  univerfe,  and 
in  the  ftrufture  and  defignation  of  man.  Benevolence, 
indeed,  has  its  chief  fupport  in  the  perfuafion,  that 
the  whole  human  race  are  the  children  of  one  common 
Father,  created  with  st&ive  powers,  capable  of  unli- 
mited and  ever-increafin?  degrees  of  improvement; 
and  that  they  are  joint  heirs  of  glory  and  immortality. 
And  devotiou  is  alone  compatible  with  a  full  convic- 
tion  of  the  exercife  of  thofe  divine  attributes  which 
conciliate  veneration,  confidence,  gratitude,  and  love. 
He  who  comeih  to  God,  mufi  believe  not  merely  that  he 
is,  but  that  he  is  alfo  the  rewarder  of  them  zvbo  dili- 
gently feck  him.    Truft,  however,  would  be  childifh 
and  futile,  if  not  founded  on  knowledge  and-  truth. 
Hence  the  apoflle  has  with  great  propriety  delivered 
it  as  a  folemn  injunction,  that  every  man  should  be 
prepared  to  give  a  reafon  of  the  hope  that  is  in  him. 

In  the  views  which  we  formerly  took  of  the  divine 
adminiftration,  we  fow  abundant  proof  that  the  fyftem 
of  nature,  which  is  open  to  our  inveftigation,  fur* 
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niflies  fuch  numerous  and  flriking  difplays  of  har- 
mony and  goodnefs,  as  fully  warrant  us  by  analogy 
to  conclude,  that  what  is  yet  infcrutable  is  no  lefs 
harmonious  and  good.    Phyfical  evil,  therefore,  as 
relative  to  the  material  fyftem  of  God's  works,  and 
confiding  in  the  defect,  injury,  or  fubverfion  of  the 
original  plans  of  the  Creator,  we  may  juflly  prefume, 
has  no  where  exiftence.    And  with  refpedt  to  thofe 
operations  of  nature  m  which  man  is  involved,  and 
which  reciprocally  affect  or  are  affected  by  his  agency, 
we  faw  abundant  reafon  to  conclude  that  all  are 
confident  with  the  great  ends  of  his  being,  prefent 
improvement  and  future  felicity.     Labour,  pain, 
difeafe,  and  old  age,  which  are  often  painted  as  direful 
allotments  of  humanity,  on  a  clofer  infpection  ap- 
peared to  be  wife  and  beneficent  in  their  tendency, 
often  productive  of  immediate  benefit,  and  therefore 
not  to  be  made  the  occafion  of  charging  God  foolishly 
as  the  author  of  evil.    Even  death  is  a  confummation 
devoutly  to  be  w-fhed  by  thofe  who  are  in  a  (late 
of  due  preparation  for  it,  as  the  avenue  to  immor- 
tal ty.    Blejfed  are  they  who  die  in  the  L  ord ;  for  they 
reji  from  their  labours,  and  their  works  do  follow 
them.    Nor  are  thofe  who  furvive  to  forrow  as  with- 
out hope,  or  to  regard  this  event  as  the  extinction  of 
friendfhip  and  of  love.    We  mall,  I  humbly  trufl, 
not  only  recognize  the  objects  of  our  tender  attach- 
ment in  the  regions  of  felicity,  but  (hall  enjoy  more 
perfectly,  and  with  perpetual  advancement,  all  the 
relative  charities,  and  all  the  reciprocations  of  amity. 
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Time  feemsj  indeed,  in  this  fublunary  ftate,  occafiou- 
ally  to  fupprefs  fome  of  the  finefi:  moral  fentinients  of 
the  heart.    But  this  is  only  the  fufpenfion  of  an 
energy:  and  it  may  be  reftored  to  its  full  vigour, 
whenever  the  caufe  is  renewed  which  firft  called  it 
forth  into  exertion.    Of  thetruth  of  this  opinion,  fo 
interefting  to  our  prefent  feelings  and  to  all  our  vir- 
tuous wiflies,  we  have  proofs  in  the  occurrences  of 
this  ftage  of  our  exiftence.    The  dear  companion  of 
our  youth,  whom  we  had  forgotten  through  the 
lupfe  of  years,  we  meet  again  by  fome  happy  incident 
with  inexpreflible  delight,  and  find  that  our  attach- 
meat  not  only  fubfifts  without  abatement,  but  manr- 
fefts  itfelf  with  iucreafed  vivacity.    In  the  world  of 
Ipirits,  it  is  probable  that  our  mental  conftitution  will 
remain  unchanged  in  its  efTential  powers,  freed  from 
the  incumbrances  of  the  flefh,  and  progreffively  en- 
larging its  fphere  of  a&ion  and  of  enjoyment.  And 
as  the  intercourfe  of  a  finite  being  mull  through  all 
eternity  be  finite,  it  may  be  concluded  that  gradations 
will  always  take  place  in  our  moral  fympathies.  Nor 
is  partial  afte&ion  inconfiftent  wiih  general  benevo- 
lence.   It  is  the  centre  from  which  myriads  of  rays 
may  proceed,  extending  to  a  wider  and  wider  circum- 
ference, as  our  knowledge  increafes  of  the  intelligent 
creation  of  God.    For  love  is  of  a  pkftic  nature, 
and  having  a  felf-generative  power,  is  capable  of  in- 
definite augmentation :  it  is  a  flame  which  becomes 
more  warm  and  bright  to  the  obje&s  nearefl  to  it,  in 
proportion  to  the  diffufion  of  its  Iuftre. 
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In  our  tender  recollections  of  a  departed,  friend, 
there  feems  to  be  fome  anticipation  of  that  refined 
intercourfe  which  we  are  to  enjoy  with  him  hereafter. 
Mis  infirmities  are  forgotten,  all  caprice  and  jealoufy 
ceafe,  incidental  unkindnefs  is  done  away,  and  we 
rremember  only  his  virtues  and  offices  of  love.  With 
fuch  views  of  human  mortality,  when  they  are  well 
[founded,  (and  whenever  they  are  not  fo,  it  is  the 
fault  and  wretchednefs  either  of  ourfelves  or  of  our 
ifellow-creatures,)canwewith  reafon  and  juftice  regard 
lit  as  an  evil?  May  we  not  rather  fay,  with  heartfelt 
exultation,  0  death,  where  is  thy  fling,  0  grave, 
where  is  thy  vidory!  But  alas!  we  are  taught  by 
apoftolic  authority,  that  the  Jiing  of  death  is  Jin,  and 
■that  the  Jirength  of  fin  is  the  law.  Moral  evil  is  at 
once  the  bane  of  paffing  life,  the  bitternefs  of  its 
.cclofing  moments,  and  a  curfe  impending  over  all  our 
texpe&ations  hereafter. 

To  point  out  the  true  fources  of  mental  depravity: 
— To  explain  how  it  comes  to  be  ftriftly  forbidden  by 
(God,  and  yet  fo  far  tolerated  as  not  to  be  fupprelfed 
Iby  the  interpofition  of  his  fovereign  power: — To 
t  evince  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  this  divine  fuf- 
ferance  or  negative  permiffion;  and  to  reconcile  it 
iwith  the  juflice  of  future  condemnation  and  punifli- 
iment;— are  fubje&s  of  momentous  concern,  both  in 
Speculation  and  in  practice. 

Moral  evil  confifts  in  a  corruption  of  the  appetites, 
paffions,  and  affe&ions,  and  in  a  confequent  perverfion 
of  the  will.    It  is  to  be  regarded,  therefore,  as  a 


-bh  A  FATHER'S 

depravation  of  our  nature;  and  as  repugnant  to  con- 
fcience,  reafon,  and  the  ordinances  of  our  Creator. 
Hence  fm  is  ftiled  the  Jling  of  death,  as  the  occafion 
of  its  acuteft  fufferings.  And  the  law  is  faid  to  be 
the  flrength  of  fin,  not  only  by  the  penalties  it  infli6h, 
but  by  the  folly  and  guilt  which  are  attached  to  the 
violation  of  known  intereft  and  acknowledged  duty. 
We  fhall  bring  this  fubjea  mod  clearly  and  forcibly 
"  home  to  our  bulinefs  and  bofoms,"  by  taking  a 
concife  view  of  the  moving  and  of  the  governing 
powers  of  the  human  mind,  of  the  principles  which 
excite,  and  of  thofe  which  are  dedined  to  regulate 
our  condu&,  and  of  the  good  or  ills  which  originate 
from  the  ufe  or  abufe  of  the  feveral  faculties  implanted 
in  us,  and  committed  to  our  free  direction.  In  this  • 
iurvey  we  fliall  afliiredly  find,  that  God  has  made 
mm  upright,  but  that  he  has  himfclf fought  out  many 
■zdckcd  inventions. 

The  Deity  has  wifely  furnifhed  man  with  appe- 
tites, to  urge  him,  at  regular  feafons,  to  exertions 
neceffary  to  his  growth,  to  the  prefervation  of  his  life 
and  his  health,  and  to  the  continuance  of  his  fpecies. 
With  great  benignity  alio  He  has  annexed  agreeable 
fenfations  to  their  moderate  and  proper  indulgence  ; 
fo  that,  according  to  the  fentiment  of  an  admired 
poet,  whofe  obfervation  however  has  been  too  often 
mifapplied,  "  to  enjoy  is  to  obey,"  But  if  the  gra- 
tification of  the  appetites  may  be  innocent  and  even 
laudable,  it  may  likewife  be  made  fubverfive  of  reafon, 
virtue,  and  religion.    Their  innocent  Mate  fubfiils, 


IXSTltUCTIONS.  289 

\, 

rbilfl:  they  accord  with  the  original  intentions  of  na- 
ire ;  and  they  become  laudable,  when  there  is 
1  :peradded  to  the  animal  pleafures  they  produce,  com- 
lacency  of  mind,  gratitude  to  the  Giver  of  all  good, 
iid  a  diipofition  to  liberality,  friendfhip,  and  focial 
ttercourfe.     But  notwithstanding  thefe  beneficial 
uncomitants,  we  are  ever  to  remember,  that  the  ap- 
atites hold  only  a  low  ftation  in  the  ceconomy  of  our 
i.inds,  and  that  the  undue  indulgence  of  them  is  to 
Mitute  a  fubordinate  for  a  higher  good,  thus  dis- 
rrbing  the  order  of  nature,  and  giving  to  moral  evil 
ii  fatal  commencement.    Melancholy  is  the  progrefs 
'  this  evil,  when  habits  of  licentioufnefs  are  efta, 
iiiflied,  when  the  paffions  are  inflamed  by  intempe- 
rnce,  when  the  dominion  of  reafon  is  ufurped,  and 
:ien  confcience  becomes  feared  as  with  a  hot  iron. 
ne  dignity  of  the  human  character  is  then  debafed, 
i3  the  heir  of  immortality,  through  his  own  folly 
.d  perverfenefs,  foregoes  all  expectation  of  deferving, 
d  all  capacity  of  enjoying,  future  beatitude,  Yet 
der  thefe  fad  circumftances,  we  have  nothing  to 
:?ge  againft  our  Maker  j  but  on  the  contrary  ought 
rmbly  to  addrefs  Him  in  the  language  which  Nehe- 
uh  has  put  into'  the  mouth  of  the  Levites,  0  Lord, 
iU  art  j  uft  in  all  is  haft  brought  upon  us;  for  thou 
ft  done  right,  but  we  have  done  wickedly. 
iBut  the  Imagination  far  furpalfes  jthe  appetites 
dignity  and  importance.     This  faculty  is  of  a 
mplex  nature,  including,  in  the  exercifeof  its  func- 
ns,  conception,  abftraclion,  affociation,  and  invert 
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tion :  and  as  its  operations  are  generally  accompa- 
nied with  vivid  emotions,  either  of  a  pleafurable  or 
a  painful  kind,  it  powerfully  influences'  the  paffions 
and  the  will,  and  tinctures  every  occurrence  and  every 
purfuit  of  life  with  its  own  colouring  of  good  or  evil. 
That  fuch  a  power  is  capable  of  the  nobleft  ufes,  or 
of  the  mod  dangerous  abufe,  needs  no  laboured 
proof  to  evince.  Were  the  mind  deftitute  of  it,  the 
beauties  of  nature  would  be  viewed  with  indifference} 
tafte  and  genius,  as  difplayed  in  the  fine  arts,  would 
be  extinct ;  fympathy  and  gratitude  would  be  cold 
and  tranfient  impreflions  ;  fociety  would  lofe  all  its 
elegant  enjoyments;  glory  and  honour  would  have  no 
exiltence;  patriotifm  would  be  a  term  without  import; 
and  virtue  herfelf  would  be  ftripped  of  many  anima- 
ting attractions.  Much  alfo,  very  much  would  the 
influence  of  religion  be  impaired,  if  divefled  of  hope, 
that  infpiring  principle,  which  is  fown  indeed  in  faith, 
but  can  only  fpring  up  and  flourifli  in  the  imagina- 
tion: a  principle  that  enlivens  us  with  the  profpeft 
of  joys  urjpsahabk  anc  full  of  glory ;  on  which  we  arc 
privileged  to  meditate,  as  faints  and  martyrs  have 
heretofore  done,  though  they  are  fuch  as  the  eye  bath 
notfeen,  the  ear  heard,  and  it  hath  not  entered  into  tlx 
heart  of  man  fully  to  conceive. 

Yet  this  admirable  faculty,  fo  fitted  to  embellift 
and  to  gladden  life,  and  fo  favourable  to  moral  ex- 
cellence and  genuine  piety,  requires  the  mod  fteadf 
and  rigorous  controul.  The  relifh  which  it  g'veS 
for  the  contemplation  of  what  is  harmonious  and 
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jblime  in  the  creation,  or  of  ingenious  defign  and 
rilful  execution  in  human  agency,  may  be  applied 
)  f oiler  extravagance  and  vain  oflentation;  or  may 
ccome  an  incitement  to  avarice,  envy,  and  pride* 
The  fplendour  and  dignity,  or  meannefs  and  wretch- 
dnefs,  which  ftrike  the  fancy  on  the  firfl:  view  of 
larafters,  actions,  or  events,  may  become  the  fource 
f  numberlefs  falfe  afibciations:  and  by  thefe  the 
iind  may  be  the  dupe  of  its  own  illufions,  being  re- 
.uced  to  that  unhappy  ftate  in  which  evil  is  put  for 
y?49  and  good  for  evil,  bitter  for  fweet,  and  fweet 
r  bitter.    Practical  maxims  of  honour  will  then  be 
tablifhed  on  the  caprices  of  fafhion;  revenge  will 
ss  miftaken  for  courage  and  magnanimity;  the  fpirit 
:  perfecution  will  be  elleemed  as  pious  zeal;  and  • 
ther  the  fervours  of  enthufiafm,  or  the  chilling 
•,00m  of  fuperftition,  will  take  poffeifion  of  the  foul. 
But  (hall  the  man,  who  has  wilfully  brought  upon 
mfelf  intelle&ual  darknefs,  impute  to  God  the 
gravity  to  which  it  gives  occafion?   Or  mall  he,  ' 
;:e  the  fervant  in  the  parable,  prefumptuoufly  dare 
■  juftify  the  neglect  and  perverfion  of  the  talent 
Mmmitted  to  his  care,  by  urging,  Loud,  I  knew  that 
:ou  wert  a  hard  man,  reaping  where  thou  hajl  not 
\wn,  and  gathering  where  thou  hajl  not  Jlrezued: 
id  I  was  afraid,  and  went  and  hid  thy  talent  in  the 
trth.    Lo,  there  thou  hafi  that  is  thine!  In  righte- 
.ifnefs  the  Lord  judged  that  wicked  and  flothful 
-vant,  by  commanding  that  the  talent  JJjould  be  taken 
mi  him,  and  given  to  another •;  and  that  he  jlmddbc 
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cqft  into  outer  darknefs,  where  there  is  weeping  and 
gnajhing  of  teeth. 

With  refpect  to  the  Passions  and  Affections, 
we  are  likewife  to  confider  ourfelves  as  fewards  of 
the  manifold  grace  of  God;  accountable  to  Him,  who 
implanted  them,  for  their  ufe  or  abufe.  Thefe  mov- 
ing powers  of  the  foul,  though  diftinguifhed  by  dif- 
ferent appellations,  vary  only  in  the  degree  of  emotion 
or  perturbation  with  which  their  energies  are  accom- 
panied. By  their  direct  impulfe  the  will  is  incited: 
and  as  they  become  the  reflex  objects  of  approbation 
or  difapprobation,  moral  agency  is  thus  conflituted; 
and  virtue  or  vice,  happinefs  or  mifery,  are  their  in- 
evitable confequences.  It  behoves  us  then  ferioufly 
to  weigh  the  good  and  the  evil  of  this  pre-eminent  I 
part  of  our  mental  frame  ;  that  we  may  not  only  do 
juftice  in  fpeculation  to  the  benignant  Author  of  it;l 
but  that  we  may  practically  avoid  the  one  and  attain; 
the  other,  as  far  as  is  compatible  with  human  frailty. 
In  thedelignationof  man,  two  great  objects  are  aligned; 
for  his  attainment — private  intereft,  and  focial  hap- 
pinefs. To  thefe  ends  every  part  of  his  moral  and 
intellectual  character  bears  a  remote  or  an  immediate 
reference.  And  the  ceconomy  of  the  mind  confifts 
in  the  due  vigour  of  the  perceptive  powers  which 
difcern  them;  in  the  juft  balance  of  the  paflions  and 
affections  which  urge  to  their  purfuit;  in  the  quicknefs, 
accuracy,  or  authority  of  the  moral  faculty  winch 
decides  on  their  merit  or  demerit ;  in  the  fubordi nation 
of  the  will  to  its  decifions;  and  in  the  general  fupre- 
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>:;icy  of  reafon  over  the  whole  mental  fyftem.  The 
>affions  and  affections,  being  blind  irapulfes,  may  har- 
nonize  or  be  difcordant  with  each  other;  be  propor- 
lonate  or  difproportionate  to  their  objects;  and  good 
jr  evil,  according  to  their  ends, degrees,  and  affinities. 
We  rauft  remember,  alfo,  that  in  the  wide  and  com- 
plex fphere  of  life  a  variety  of  difpofitions  is  required 
or  individual  felicity  and  public  benefit.  Ambition, 
ourage,  and  the  love  of  glory,  qualify  fome  for 
ommand  ;  whilft  gentlenefs,  timidity,  and  the  defire 
>f  eafe,  reprefs  in  others  all  afpiring  views,  and  fit 
hem  only  for  fubordination.    In  oue  man,  the  thirfl 
f  knowledge  is  a  prevailing  principle;  in  another, 
khe  love  of  wealth;  whilft  a  third,  indifferent  to  both, 
ardent  in  the  dangers  and  the  toils  of  war.  But 
vefides  thefe  ftrong  colourings  of  minds  oppofed  to 
aach  other,  there  are  {hades  of  diftinction  in  the 
uman  paffions,  diverfified  almoft  to  infinity.  This 
?gular  confufion,  this  difcordant  harmony,  confti- 
ntes  the  beauty  and  excellence  of  the  focial  Mate; 
[  id  in  every  community  increafes  in  an  exact  ratio 
»  the  progreffive  advancement  of  liberty,  knowledge, 
nd  jufl  legiflation.    For  as  relations,  employments, 
IEces,  and  ranks  are  multiplied,  the  connexions  or 
Dllilions  of  duty  and  intereft  are  alfo  multiplied ;  and 
»inbinations  of  the  principles  of  a&ion  are  formed, 
iknown  in  the  primeval  fiate  of  man,  giving  him 
esfh  energies,  and  carting  his  character,  as  it  were, 
a  new  and  larger  mould.    In  judging,  therefore, 
any  particular  pafiion  or  affection,  we  mud  have 
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rccourfe  td  a  comprehenfive  ftandard;  nor  mould  we 
ever  pronounce  the  fentence  of  its  entire  condemnation, 
till  we  know  not  only  its  precife  force  and  fpecific 
object,  but  whether  it  ferves  not  alfo  as  a  counterpoife 
to  fome  other  powerful  propenfity  in  the  mental  fys- 
tem:  for  it  may  operate  for  good,  where  motives 
actually  virtuous  do  not  fubfift.  Thus  anger  over- 
comes fear;  indolence  reftrains  the  immoderate  defire 
of  pleafure  or  of  wealth;  oftentation  faperfedes  fordid 
parfimony;  luxury  foftens  ferocity  of  manners;  and 
even  voluptuoufncfs  is  an  antidote  to  colduefs  and 
hardncfs  of  heart.    Thefe  obfervations  muft  not  be 
underftood  to  accord  with  the  doctrine  that  private 
'vices  arc  public  benefits:  a  doctrine  which  is  a  folecifm 
in  ethics,  and  plaufible  merely  from  the  fallacy  of  the 
terms  employed  in  its  fupport.  My  arguments  are  only 
defigned  to  evince  that  inordinate  paflions  are  fome-. 
times  happily  corrective  of  each  other ;  and  being 
thus  fufpended  in  their  exercife,  the  voice  of  confeience 
may  be  heard,  their  general  tendencies  may  be  dis- 
cerned, and  reafon  may  refumeher  ufurped  empire. 

But  though  a  fyftem  thus  adapted  to  obviate  its 
own  difordcrs  marks  the  benignity  and  wifdpm  of  the 
Sovereign  Author,  yet  moral  rectitude  cannot  coniiit 
in  any  balance  produced  by  the  correfpondent  excels 
or  defeft  of  vicious  paflions;  and  there  are  fome  of 
inch  extreme  turpitude  as  to  be  evil,  in  all  their  con- 
fluences, to  the  individual  who  is  fubjected  to  them. 
Yet  even  thefe  will  be  found  to  have  fprung  from 
principles  innocent  and  perhaps  praife- worthy;  ox 
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which  it  may  be  proper  to  adduce  a  few  examples, 
by  tracing  to  their  origin  avarice,  envy,  malice,  and 
revenge.  The  limits  of  this  investigation  forbid  a 
more  copious  detail. 

Avarice  is  an  inordinate  paffion  for  riches,  or  a 
ftrong  attachment  to  the  mere  inftruments  and  means 
of  good,  predominant  over,  and  even  fometimes  fup- 
planting,  all  regard  to  the  end  itfelf.  Comfortable 
fubfiftence,  plenty,  future  provifion  for  offspring,  the 
enjoyments  of  tafte  and  elegance,  the  benefits  of 
power  or  of  knowledge,  or  the  exerciies  of  bofpir 
tality,  friendship,  companion,  and  beneficence,  con- 
ftitute  thofe  ends,  in  the  attainment  of  which  riches 
are  employed.  But  though,  independently  of  fuch 
ends,  they  polTefs  no  mtrinfic  value  j  yet,  by  an  early 
aiTociation,  which  education  too  much  fofters,  habit 
flrengthens,  and  general  opinion  fan&ions,  they  ac- 
quire an  exclufive  eftimation,  and  become  themfelves 
the  objects  of  unremitting  and  arduous  pnrfuit. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  they  prove  incentives 
to  induftry,  Ml,  and  enterprize;  qualities  which  are 
confeffedly  both  ufeful  and  laudable.  But  the  defire 
of  wealth  now  affumes  the  character  either  of  virtue 
,or  of  vice,  according  to  the  governing  principles  of 
aftion,  with  which  it  is  combined.  If  it  be  the  hand- 
maid to  fenfuality,  orientation,  pride,  or  the  luft  of 
power,  it  participates  in  their  moral  turpitude  j  as  it 
does  in  that  moral  excellence,  which,  like  the  Apos- 
tle's, knows  how  to  abound,  if  happily  in  conjunction 
with  it.    The  fign,  however,  may  be  totally  de* 
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tached  from  the  thing  fignified,  and  abftraftedly  prized 
on  its  own  account.  This  abftraftion  manifefts  itfelf 
in  the  paffion  for  thofe  frivolifms,  which  are  falfely. 
honoured  with  the  name  of  fcience — for  titles  of  ho- 
nour, for  badges  of  diftinttion,  and  for  military  glory. 
But  in  no  inftance  is  it  fo  remarkable  as  in  the  love 
of  money,  which  in  this  cafe  is  demonftrated  avarice; 
and  when  it  prevails,  debafes  the  mind,  extinguifhes 
thegenerous  affections,  and  becomes  the  root  of  all  evil. 

Envy  is  that  difpofition  of  mind,  which  is  painfully 
impreffed  by  the  fame,  the  fortune,  the  felicity,  or 
the  elevation  of  a  neighbour;  and  which  is  gratified 
by  his  difappointment  or  humiliation.  Yet  malignant 
as  this  principle  muff,  be  deemed,  it  always  fprings 
from  ill-founded  notions  of  rivalfliip,  or  falfe  views 
of  private  intereft.  Self-love  feeks,  and  wifely  feeks, 
reputation,  advancement,  and  fuccefs :  and  thefe, 
being  relative  advantages,  the  fum  of  them  is  efti- 
mated  rather  by  comparifon  than  by  the  precife  de- 
grees in  which  they  are  pofTeffed.  Whenever  this 
comparifon  proves  unfavourable,  a  jealous  and  irri- 
table mind  converts  it  into  an  occafion  of  grudging 
or  antipathy  ;  and  what  ought  to  excite  a  generous 
and  laudable  emulation,  is  perverted  into  that  fpu- 
rious  modification  of  it,  envy. 

Malice,  pure  and  unmixed,  is  a  paffion  too  diabo- 
lical to  have  exiftence  in  the  human  mind.  It  always 
involves  the  apprehenfion  or  belief  of  injury,  and  is, 
in  fentiment  and  purport,  a  fpecies  of  retaliation. 
Flowing  from  fufpicion,  jealoufy,  oppoiition  of  in- 
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tereft,  or  refentraent,  it  may  be  regarded  as  origi- 
nating in  the  defenfive  principles  of  action,  which 
are  corrupted  by  too  frequent  indulgence,  by  falfe 
views  of  human  nature,  and  more  efpecially  by  the 
deficiency  of  countervailing  good  affections. 

Revenge,  in  its  efience,  implicates  relentment;  but 
goes  far  beyond  that  reafonable  emotion  to  which  a 
fenfe  of  injury  gives  rife  in  every  fpirited  and  gene- 
rous mind.    This  fenfe  of  injury  is  regulated  by  a 
principle  of  juftice  ;  for  wrongs,  being  definite,  have 
their  precife  correfpondent  meafures  of  indemnifi- 
cation or  redrefs;  and  it  is  calmed  by  time,  foftened 
by  compaflion,  and  always  difpofed  to  relenting  and 
forgivenefs.    To  be  angry  and  to  Jin  not,  and  to 
fuffer  not  the  fun  to  go  down  upon  our  wrath,  mark 
the  natural  as  well  as  the  evangelical  limits  of  a  paf- 
fion,  which  operates  with  all  the  utility  of  a  penal 
ftatute,  and  is  promulgated  in  the  countenance  in- 
ftantly,  to  warn  mankind  againft  mutual  harm.  But 
revenge  is  unbounded  anger  aflbciated  with  pride, 
agonizing  under  fancied  wounds,  with  hatred  of  the 
deeped  malignity,  and  with  enmity  which  nothing 
can  appeafe.    Thefe,  however,  are  factitious  combi- 
nations, of  human  and  not  of  divine  original.  They 
belong  not  to  the  conftitution  which  the  Creator 
framed  in  his  own  image,  and  are  to  be  regarded  as 
the  frenzy  of  the  foul.    Happily  fuch  extreme  depra- 
vity is  of  rare  occurrence:  and  I  am  perfuaded  a 
clofe  infpecYion  of  men's  characters  would  clearly 
fliew,  that  there  is  a  confiderable  predominance  of 


298  a  father's 

virtue  in  the  world.    Every  individual  may  judge, 
with  tolerable  accuracy,  of  the  whole  by  the  circle 
which  .forms  his  own  private. fphere  of  attion ;  for  it 
is  of  fuch  parts  that  the  whole  is  compofed.  And 
were  vice  prevalent,  domeftic  peace,  mercantile  ho- 
nour,  and  political  order,  could  not  fubfift  in  the  de- 
gree, and  with  the  univerfality,  which  for  ages  have 
been  experienced  in  all  the  civilized  parts  of  the 
globe.    -But  with  the  utmofl:  liberality  of  contrac- 
tion, there  will  fir  i  1 1  be  a  large  portion  of  moral  evil, 
both  for  contrition  and  for  reformation.    Who  is 
there,  that  hath  not  to  lament  fome  fin,  which  mod 
eafily  befcts  him  ?    And  many,  very  many,  may  cero- 
ids with  St.  Paul,  the  good  that  I  would  I  do  not; 
bill  the  evil  -which  I  would  not,  that  I  do.    Error  and 
infirmity  neceffarily  belong  to  a  finite  being,  who  is 
here  commencing  a  courfe  of  difcipline  and  improve- 
ment, which  is  to  be  progreffive  through  all  eternity. 
Even  in  the  exalted  Hate  to  which  we  afpire  in  a 
future  world,  deviations  from  rectitude  may  ftill  in- 
cidentally occur:  for  we  have  the  afi'ertion  of  holy 
writ,  "  that  the  angels  themfelves  are  charged  with 

folly,  and  that  there  is  none  perfectly  good,  fave 
♦4  God,  no  not  one." 

But  mercy  and  loving-kindnefs  are  the  attributes 
of  our  Creator.  Like  as  a  father  pitieth  his  children, 
fo  the  Lord  pi  tie  I  h  them  that  fear  him.  For  he 
knowcih  oar  frame;  he  remembercth  that  we  are  dujl. 
Let  us,  therefore,  fearch  and  try  our  ways,  and  turn 
again  unto  him  :  He  will  hear  our  prayer,  and  will 
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grant  his  Jahation.    For  though  the  fling  of  death  is 
fin,  and  the  Jirength  of  fin  is  the  law,  yet,  thanks  be 
to  God,  the  viclory,  by  repentance,  will  be  given  ust 
through  oar  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  - 

MISCELLANEOUS  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  A  YOUNG 
CLERGYMAN. 

frudy.— Pulpit  Difcourfes.—Mode  of  Compofition.— Adoption  of 
Scripture  Language.— Dangers  incidental  to  the  Clerical  Pro- 
feffion.— Sunday  Schools.— Infiruclion  of  the  Poor.* 

I.  A  Few  days  ago,  I  had  a  mod  friendly  letter 
from  the  Bifliop  of  Llandaff,  in  which  he  mentions 
you  in  the  following  terms:  "  Your  fon  is  young 
«  enough  to  make  a  great  progrefs  in  Oriental  litera- 
ture,  if  he  have  any  peculiar  turn  for  learning  lan- 
"  guages";  but  without  that,  I  think  his  time  may  be 
*c  more  ufefully  employed  in  other  ftudies."f    I  not 
only  accord  with  his  lordfhip,  but  am  of  opinion, 
that  even  with  a  ftrong  bent  towards  the  attainment 
of  Eaftern  learning,  your  fituation  calls  for  purfuits  of 
higher  dignity  and  importance;  and  which  are  effen- 
tial  to  one  who  has  the  claims  of  paftoral  duty  to 
.  fulfil,  who  is  not  in  a  date  of  independence,  and 
who  mud,  in  a  great  meafure,  be  the  architect  of  his 
own  fortune.    In  the  conversation  which  I  enjoyed 
with  you  lately,  I  fuggefted  the  choice  of  a  fyftematic 

*  T'nefe  communications  are  chiefly  fele&ed  from  fome  of  the 
author's  letters,  returned  after  the  death  of  his  fon. 

f  Confult  Dr.  Watfon's  Difcourfe  delivered  to  the  Clergy  of  the 
Archdeaconry  of  Ely,  May  1780,  on  the  Study  of  Oriental  Literature- 
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fubjeft,  both  of  your  ftudies,  and  of  your  compo, 
fitions  for  the  pulpit.    With  this  view,  I  propofcd 
the  human  appetites,  de/ircs,  paftons,  and  atfeclions, 
as  peculiarly  worthy  of  your  inveftigation.  The 
atedyfis  of  the  mind,  and  efpecially  of  its  moving 
powers,  opens  the  moft  interefting  fources  of  know- 
ledge,  makes  us  intimately  acquainted  with  ourfelves, 
and  is  effential  to  the  acquifition  of  influence  over 
others.    This  moral  fcience  enters  into  every  trans- 
action of  life,  and  attaches  itfelf  alike  to  our  folitary. 
and  focial  hours.    He,  therefore,  who  would  regu- 
late his  own  conduct,  muft  afcertain  the  principles  on 
which  it  ought  to  be  founded;  and  he  whofe  duty  it 
is  to  dire&the  conduct  of  others,  mud  be  previoufly 
acquainted  with  all  the  mazes  of  the  heart,  that  he 
may  bring  his  principles  home  "  to  men's  bufinefs 
**  and  bofoms," 

I  have  attempted  the  Iketch  of  a  fcrmon  on  the  ufe  ' 
and  abufe  of  the  appetites,  to  illuflrate  the  mode  in 
which  I  apprehend  the  active  powers  of  the  mind 
may  be  both  ftudied  and  applied  to  your  .pulpit 
fervices,  with  great  improvement  to  yourfdf,  and 
advantage  to  your  hearers.    And  when  you  have 
completed  the  whole  afcending  feries  of  dejires,  paf- 
fions,  and  affefiions;  fuch  a  fyftem  of  practical  ethics 
would  be  well  received  by  the  public,  and  reflect 
honour  on  the  exertions  and  on  the  ability  of  its  au- 
thor.    I  am  folicitou's  that  you  fliould  have  this 
object  in  your  view:  it  will  add  energy  to  your  (In- 
dies, and  give  a  zeft  to  the  purfuit  of  them.    And  in 
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your  prefent  retirement  there  may  be  peculiar  reafon 
to  urge  to  you,  in  the  language  of  SaWuil,  fumma  ope 
fiiti  decet  ne  vitam  Jilentio  tranfeas.  .  * 

II.  Your  natural  diffidence  may  prove  for  fome 
time  unfavourable  to  animation  in  the  delivery  of  your 
fermons:  but  habit,  I  hope,  will  enable  you  to  over- 
come it,  without  fubverting  that  modefty  which  is 
always  pleafmg  and  decorous  in  the  pulpit.    I  am 
no  admirer  of  gefticulation,  or  of  hidden  varia- 
tions either  in  the  tone  of  the  preacher's  voice,  or 
in  the  features  of  his  face.    Evangelical  doctrines 
and  precepts  are  of  fuch  intrinfic  importance,  that 
they  need  not  the  aids  of  artificial  eloquence :  and 
a  difcourfe  cannot  fail  to  be  impreffive  on  judicious 
minds,  and  even  on  the  vulgar,  if  well  compofed, 
pronounced  with  ferious  dignity,  and  accompanied 
with  no  affected  or  ungraceful  attitudes.    Of  what 
length  are  your  fermons?  In  a -{hotter  fpace  of  time 
than  twenty-five  or  thirty  minutes  you  cannot  pof- 
iibly  aim  at  more  than  declamation ;  and  this,  as  it 
informs  not  the  underftanding,  can  make  only  a  tem- 
porary impreffion  on  the  heart.    A  pulpit  difcourfe 
fliould  enter  into  the  minutia  of  its  fubjeft;  for  on 
thefe  the  regulation  of  the  affections  and  the  conduct 
of  life  mod  intimately  depend.    At  the  clofe  of  Dr. 
Birch's  Memoirs  of  Archbifliop  Tillotfon,  a  fermon 
is  inferted,  preached  at  the  morning  fervice  at  Crip- 
plegate,  which  appears  to  me  a  model  of  ufeful 
compofition.    The  length  of  it  may  be  deemed  ex- 
ceptionable by  a  modern  audience;  but  it  is  eafy  to 
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obviate  fuch  an  objection  by  a  proper  divifion  of  the 
matter,  and  by  choofing  different  texts  fufficiently  ap- 
propriate  to  the  fubjeft. 

In  compofing  a  difcourfe,  I  faonld  recommend  to 
you  to  form  an  epitome  of  it  without  any  affiftance 
from  books.  Choofe  a  fubjeft,  and  when  you  are  in 
the  bed  frame  of  mind  for  the  inveftigation  of  it, 
refleft  upon  it  deliberately,  and  note  down  in  regular 
order  the  introduction,  divilion,  general  conclufion, 
and  application.  This  will  make  the  materials  fuf, 
ficiemly  your  own;  and  they  may  afterwards  be 
enlarged,  corre&ed,  and  improved  by  what  others 
have  delivered  on  the  fame  topic.  In  a  few  years 
you  will  be  qualified  to  write  entirely  from  the  ftores 
of  your  own  mind. 

III.  When  a  text  is  offered  to  the  confideration 
of  your  audience,  containing  any  moral  or  religious' 
precept,  the  elucidation  of  it  would  often  be  more 
clear  and  impreilive  by  taking  a  view  of  its  converfe 
or  correlative :  and,  if  I  miftake  not,  this  mode  has 
novelty  to  recommend  it.    Thus,  for  example,  the 
divine  command,  thou  Jhalt  love  thy  neighbour  as 
thyfelf  can  only  be  well  underflood  and  fuccefsfully 
enforced  by  afcertaining  what  f elf -love  ought  to  be, 
before  it  is  made  the  ftandard  of  the  love  we  are  to 
bear  to  our  neighbour.    The  regulation  of  our  pri- 
vate affeftions,  therefore,  and  the  wifdom  and  impar- 
tiality of  our  judgments  concerning  perfonal  intereft, 
are  neceflary  antecedents  to  a  juft  and  complete  ob- 
fervance  of  this,  great  commandment.    The  precept. 
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be  ye  angry,  and Jin  not,  furnifh.es  another  illuftration 
of  what  I  have  propofed.  The  converfe  to  anger  is 
that  timidity  of  mind,  which  invites  by  fhrinking  from 
injuries ;  that  apathy,  which  is  unmoved  by  moral  evil ; 
or  that  pqffive  obedience,  which,  while  it  crouches 
under  the  oppreffion  of  fuperiors,  meanly  tyrannifes 
over  thofe  who  are  in  fubordinate  ftations.  Each 
of  thefe  points  of  contrail  will  admit  of  confiderable 
enlargement;  and  each  will  illuftrate  the  propriety  of 
the  apoftolic  injun&ion,  which  may  afterwards  be 
difcuffed  with  its  feveral  limitations. 

Forgive  us  our  trefpajfes,  as  we  forgive  them  that 
trefpafs  againjl  us.    This  text,  like  the  firft  pointed 
out,  thou Jhalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thy f elf,  includes 
the  correlatives  which  are  to  afford  reciprocal  illus- 
tration.   What  is  the  difpofition  of  mind  we  are  to 
bear  towards  thofe  who  have  trefpaffed  againfh  us,  y 
that  we  may  be  fit  obje&s  of  the  divine  forgivenefs? 
We  are  to  indulge  no  refentment  which  is  in  the  leaft 
degree  difproportionate  to  the  injury  received,  which 
has  not  for  its  objeft  the  prevention  of  future  of- 
fences, the  recovery  of  an  invaded  right,  the  refor- 
mation of  the  offender,  and  the  good  of  fociety,  which 
is  neceffarily  involved  in  the  redrefs  of  wrongs,  and 
in  the  fecurity  of  all  its  members.    We  are  alfo  to 
cultivate  a  placable  fpir.it;  to  withhold  no  good  offices 
from  him  who  has  injured  us,  that  may  not  tend  to 
harden  him  in  his  tranfgreffion ;  and  to  be  forward 
in  promoting  his  reformation,  and  our  mutual  recon- 
ciliation.   Nor  are  thefe  the  fole  antecedents  effential 
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to  our  a/king  worthily  of  God  the  forgivenefs  of  our 
trefpafles.  -  We  muft,  agreeably  to  our  reafonable  ex. 
peftations  from  thofe  who  have  trefpaffed  againft  us, 
heartily  repent  of  our  offences,  refolve  never  again  to 
renew  them,  and  make  all  the  reftitution  in  our  power. 

Such  is  the  wide  import,  and  fo  extenfive  are  the 
obligations  we  acknowledge  ourfelves  to  be  under, 
when  we  adopt  the  language  of  our  Saviour  in  prayer, 
forgive  us  our  trefpafes,  as  we  forgive  them  that  tres- 
pafs  againjl  us. 

Charity  envieth  not. — Confider  envy,  firft,  as  con- 
nected with  ambition  and  the  defire  of  fortune;  fe- 
condly,  as  connected  with  emulation  and  the  love  of 
fame;  thirdly,  as  fimple  and  uncompounded, confiding 
folely  of  the  malignant  difpofition  of  being  gratified 
with  the  deprcllion  of  others,  and  of  repining  at  their 
praife,  at  their  excellence,  and  profperity.  But  it  is 
unneceffary  further  to  multiply  examples :  thofe  which 
have  been  offered  will-  fuffice  to.  illuflrate  the  mode  of 
moral  and  fcriptural  inveftigation  recommended  to 
your  attention. 

IV.  In  the  fermon  which  I  heard  you  deliver  at 
St.  Anne's  church,  you  urged  with  truth  and  energy 
the  importance  of  virtue  and  piety,  and  the  fufficiency 
f>f  a  good  life  to  eternal  falvation.  In  this  fentiment, 
I  am  perfuaded  you  are  fully  warranted  both  by 
reafon  and  fcripture.  Bat  it  is  oppofed  by  certain 
claffesof  Chriltians;  and  you  engaged  in  a  brief  dis- 
cuffion  of  their  arguments,  with  a  view  to  evince  the 
groundleflhefs  and  abfurdity  of  them.  Such  attempts 
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are  uever  likely  to  be  attended  with  fuccefs.  Direct 
attacks  from  the  pulpit  on  any  favourite  do&rines 
tend  rather  to  confirm  than  to  fubvert  the  belief  of 
them;  became  by  kindling  fome  degree  of  refenf. 
•ment,  they  increafe  attachment  and  pertinacity.  The 
:mofl:  effectual  mode  of  enlightening  the  mind,  and  of 
t  correcting  falfe  opinions,  is  to  communicate  what  yon 
ideem  to  be  truth,  as  if  it  were  incontrovertible: 
and  whenever  inftru&ion  contradicts  the  prejudices 
(of  the  audience,  it  fhould  be  delivered  as  much  as 
poffible  in  the  language  of  fcripture.    Indeed  it  is  to 
be  lamented  that  many  terms  which  involve  in  them 
ifubjefts  of  bitter  difpute  amongfl  chriftians,  thofe 
novelties  of  words,"  as  Lord  Bacon  ftiles  them, 
Ifhould  have  been  introduced  into  the  public  offices  of 
ireligion.     The  fame  noble  writer,  in  his  EfTay  on 
lUnity  of  Faith,  has  weli  obferved,  that  M  men  create- 
to  themfelves  oppofitions  which  in  truth  are  not, 
:<  and  fafhion  and  coin  them  into  new  terms,  which* 
are  fo  fixed  and  invariable,  that  though  the  mean- 
4  ing  ought  to  govern  the  term,  the  term  governs 
the  meaning.'* 

V.  In  recommending  to  you  the  adoption  of  fcrip- 
re  language,  on  points  which  are  controverted,  I 
ight  not  to  omit  the  cautions  fo  judicioufl'y  fug- 
jefted  by  Dr.  Paley;  a  friend  whom  I  efteem  and 
enerate,  though  I  have  oppofed  fome  of  his  opinions 
vith  a  freedom,  which  I  am  fure,  from  his  known 
:andour,  fincerity,  and  zeal  in  the  inveftigation  of 
ruth,  he  will  not  only  excufe,  but  approve.  This 
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excellent  writer  has  Ihewn,  that  much  confufion  and 
many  falfe  doctrines  have  arifen  from  the  application 
of  titles,  phrafes,  proportions,  and  arguments  to  the 
perfonal  conditions  of  Chriftians  at  this  day,  which 
were  appropriate  to  chriftianity  on  its  firfl  inflitution. 
He,  therefore,  who  undertakes  to  explain  the  fcrip- 
tures,  before  he  determines  to  whom  or  to  what  any 
particular  expreffion  is  now  referable,  ought  to  weigh 
well  whether  it  admit  of  any  prefent  reference  at  all;, 
or  whether  it  is  not  to  be  retrained  to  the  precife 
circumdances  or  occafion  on  which  it  was  originally 
delivered.    The  learned  author  illuftrates  this  im- 
portant obfervation  by  feveral  interefting  examples,, 
which  I  lhall  briefly  recapitulate.    At  the  time  when 
the  fcriptures  were  promulgated,  no  perfons  were  bap- 
tized but  converts,  and  none  being  converted  but 
from  conviction,  a  correfponding  reformation  of  life 
and  manners  mud  have  almoll  uniformly  enfued. 
Hence  baptifm  was  only  another  term  for  fmcere  con- 
verfon,  which  explains  our  Saviour's  promife,  "  he 
*e  that  believeihy  and  is  baptifed,Jhall  be  faved;"  and 
alfo  his  command  to  St.  Paul,  "  arif,  and  be  bap* 
"  tifed,  and  wafi  away  thy  fins."    This  was  that 
baptifrn  for  the  "  remiffion  of  fins"  to  which  St. 
Peter  invited  the  Jews ;  and  that  "  ivajhing  of  nge- 
<c  ntraiion"  of  which  St.  Paul  writes  to  Titus.  Now 
when  we  fpeak  of  the  baptifm  pra&ifed  in  mod  chrift- 
ian  churches  at  prefent,  in  which  converfion  is  neither 
fuppofed  nor  poffible,  it  is  manifeft  that  thefe  ex- 
prefTions,  if  ever  allowable,  ought  to  be  applied  with 
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extreme  qualification  and  referve.    The  community 
of  chriftians  were  at  firfl:  a  handful  of  men,  ftriftly 
united  amongfl:  themfelves,  and  divided  from  the  reft 
of  the  world  by  a  difference  of  principle  and  per- 
fuafion,  by  fuperior  purity  of  life  and  converfation, 
and  by  many  peculiarities  of  worfliip  and  behaviour. 
Hence  they  were  denominated  by  diftinguiflied  titles, 
being  called  the  "  eled,  faints,  a  chofen  generation,  a 
"  royal  prieflhood,  a  holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people.'* 
Thefe  titles  by  a  ftrange  mifapplication,  injurious  to 
•  our  holy  relig:on,  have  been  appropriated  to  certain 
individuals  or  parties  amongfl:  chriftians  exifting  at" 
(this  time.    The  converfion  of  a  grown  perfon  from 
'heathenifm  to  chriftianity  was  a  change  of  which  we 
lhave  now  no  juft  conception.    It  was  a  new  name* 
aa  new  language,  a  new  fociety,  a  new  faith,  a  new 
hope,  a  new  objett  of  worfliip,  and  a  new  rule  of  life. 
.A  hiftory  was  difclofed  full  of  difcovery  and  furprife: 
:u  profpeft  of  futurity  was  unfolded,  beyond  imagi- 
nation awful  and  auguft.    This  converfion  being  alfo 
nccompanied  with  the  pardon  of  pafl:  fins,  became 
uch  an  asra  in  a  man's  1  fe,  fo  remarkable  a  period 
n  his  recollection,  fuch  a  revolution  of  every  thing 
ivhich  was  moft  important  to  him,  as  might  well  admit 
he  ftrong  figures  and  fignificant  allufions  by  which  it 
n  defcribed  in  fcripture.    It  was  "  a  regeneration,  or 
new  birth;"  it  was  "  to  be  bom  again  of  God  and 
the  fpitit}'\  it  was  "  to  be  dead  to  fin.1'    But  a 
srfon  educated  in  a  chriflian  country  can  experience 
»  change  equal  or  fimilar  to  the  converfion  of  a 
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heathen  to  the  religion  of  Jesus.  Yet  we  flill  retain 
the  fame  language;  and  fome  amongft  us  have  ima- 
gined to  themfelves  certain  perceptible  impulfes  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  by  which  in  an  inftant  they  who  were 
before  "  the  children  of  wrath,'  are  regenerate,  and 
bom  of  the  fpirit;  becoming  ne%v  creatures,  and  the 
fons  of  God,* 

I  cannot  refer  you  to  the  excellent  difcourfe  of 
Dr.  Paley,  which  I  have  thus  epitomized,  without 
•warmly  recommending  to  your  perufal  another,  by 
the  fame  learned  author,  preached  before  the  univer- 
fity  of  Cambridge,  on  the  dangers  incidental  to  the 
clerical  char  ail  er.  The  fermon  is  now  before  me, 
and  as  no  opportunity  will  offer  till  next  year,  of 
tranfmitting  it  to  you,  I  will  give  you  an  abridged 
view  of  it. 

YI.  The  text  is  mod  happily  appropriate,  Left 
ihat  by  any  means,  "when  I  have  preached  to  others,  I 
my f elf Jhould  be  a  caft  away;  i  Cor.  ix.  27.  He  who 
felt  this  deep  folicitude  for  the  fate  of  his  fpiritual 
interefts,  and  the  perfuafion  that  his  acceptance  with 
God  mud  depend  upon  the  care  and  exattnefs  with 
which  he  regulated  his  own  paflions,  and  his  own 
conduct,  was  one,  who  from  his  zeal  in  the  caufe  of 
religion,  from  the  ardour  of  his  preaching,  from  his 
fulTerings,  or  his  fuccefs,  might  have  hoped  (if  fuch 
hope  were  in  any  cafe  admiffible)  for  fome  excufe  for 
indulgence,  and  fome  licenfe  for  gratifications  for- 

*  See  Dr.  Paley 's  fermon,  entitled,  Caution  recommended  in  the 
Ufe  and  Application  of  Scripture  Language. 
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bidden  to  others.  Yet  the  apoftle  appears  to  have 
known,  and  by  his  knowledge  indrafts  us,  that  no 
exertion  of  induftry,  no  difplay  of  talents,  no  public 
merit,  however  exalted,  will  compensate  for  the  neg- 
lect of  perfonal  felf-government.  This  is  an  impor- 
tant lefTon  to  all,  and  to  none  more  applicable  than 
to  the  teachers  of  religion.  For  the  human  mind  is 
prone,  almofl  beyond  refinance,  to  fmk  the  weaknefs 
or  the  irregularities  of  private  character  in  the  view 
of  public  Services;  and  this  propenfity  is  not  only 
ftrongefl  in  a  man's  own  cafe,  but  prevails  more  pow- 
erfully in  religion  than  in  other  fubje&s,  from  its  clofe 
connexion  with  the  higher  interefts  of  human  riature. 

With  many  peculiar  motives  to  virtue,  and  means 
of  improvement  in  it,  a  minifter  of  the  gofpel  has 
obftacles  prefented  to  his  progrefs,  which  require  a 
diftincl:  and  pofitive  effort  of  the  mind  to  furmount. 
Amongft  thefe  impediments,  I  fhall  mention,  in  the  firfl 
place,  the  infenfibility  to  religious  impreffions,  which 
a  conftant  converfafrion  with  religious  fubje&s,  and 
Hill  more  a  conftant  intermixture  with  religious  offices, 
are  wont  to  induce.  For  fuch  is  the  frame  of  the 
human  conflitution,  that  whilfl:  all  a&ive  habits  are 
facilitated  and  ftrengthened  by  repetition,  impreffions 
under  which  we  are  paffive  are  weakened  and  dimi- 
nished. What  then  is  to  be  done?  It  is  by  an 
effort  of  refle&ion,  by  an  a&ive  exertion  of  the  mind, 
by  knowing  the  force  of  this  tendency,  and  by  fetting 
himfelf  exprefsly  to  refill  it,  that  he  is  to  repair  the 
decays  of  Spontaneous  piety.    He  is  to  affift  his  fen* 
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fitive  by  his  rational  nature,  and  to  obviate  his  in. 
firmities  by  a  deeper  fenfe  of  the  obligations  under 
which  he  lies;  and  by  a  more  frequent  and  diftinct. 
recollection  of  the  reafons  upon  which  thofe  obliga- 
tions are  founded. 

The  princple  here  pointed  out  extends  alfo  to  the 
influence  which  argument  itfelf  poffefles  upon  the 
underftanding,  or  at  lead  to  the  influence  it  poffefles 
in  determining  the  will.  Fcr  the  force  of  every  arr 
gument  is  diminifhed  by  tritenefs  and  familiarity. 
The  intrinfic  value,  indeed,  mutt  bp  the  fame,  but 
the  impreflion  may  be  very  different. 

But  a  clergyman  has  an  additional  difadvantage  tp 
contend  with.  The  confequence  of  repetition  will 
be  felt  more  fenfibly  by  him  who  is  in  the  habit  of 
directing  his  arguments  to  others :  for  it  always  re- 
quires a  feparate  and  unufual  effort  of  the  mind  to 
bring  back  the  conclufion  upon  himfelf.  In  morals 
and  religion  the  powers  of  perfuafipn  are  cultivated 
by  thofe  whofe  employment  is  public  instruction;  but 
their  wifhes  are  fulfilled,  and  their  cares  exhaufted 
in  promoting  the  fuccefs  of  their  endeavours  upon 
others.  The  fecret  duty  of  turning  truly  and  in, 
earneft  their  attention  upon  themfelves  is  fufpended, 
not  to  fay  forgotten,  amidft  the  labours,  the  engage- 
ments, the  popularity  of  their  public  miniftry;  and, 
in  the  bed  difpofed  minds  is  interrupted  by  the  anx- 
iety, or  even  the  fatisfaftion,  with  which  their  public 
feryices  are  performed. 
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Thefe  evils  incidental  to  his  profeffion  are  often 
augmented  alfo  by  his  own  imprudence.  In  his  defire 
to  convince,  he  is  extremely  apt  to  over/late  his  argu- 
ments. Such  zeal  generally,  I  believe,  defeats  its  own 
purpofe,  even  with  thofe  whom  he  addreflfes;  but  it 
always  deflroys  the  efficacy  of  the  argument  upon 
himfelf.  He  is  confcious  of  his  exaggeration,  whe- 
ther his  hearers  perceive  it  or  not;  and  this  confci- 
oufnefs  corrupts  the  whole  influence  of  the  conclufion, 
robbing  it  even  of  its  jufl:  value.  It  may  not  be  quite 
the  fame  thing  to  overrate  a  true  reafon,  and  to  ad- 
vauce  a  falfe  onej  but  in  the  former  cafe  there  is 
afluredly  a  want  of  candour,  which  approaches  al- 
mofl  to  a  want  of  veracity. 

If  dangers  to  a  clergyman's  moral  and  religious 
character  accompany  the  exercife  of  his  public  mini- 
flry,  they  no  lefs  attend  upon  the  nature  of  his  pro- 
feflional  fludies.  It  has  been  faid,  that  literary  trifling 
upon  the  fcriptures  has  a  tendency,  above  all  other 
employments,  to  harden  the  heart.  This  obfervation 
is  not  applied  to  reprove  the  exercife,  to  check  the 
freedom,  or  to  queftion  the  utility,  of  biblical  refearches. 
But  the  critic  and  the  commentator  do  not  always 
proceed  with  the  reflection,  that  if  thefe  things  be 
true,  if  this  book  do  indeed  convey  to  us  the  will  of 
God,  it  is  not  only  to  be  ftudied  and  criticifed,  but 
to  be  obeyed  and  acted  upon.  However  feduloufly 
and  however  fuccefsfully  they  may  have  cultivated 
religious  fludies,  yet  a  more  arduous,  perhaps  a  new, 
and  it  may  be  a  painful  work,  which  the  public  eye 
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fees  not,  which  no  public  favour  will  reward,  remains 
to  be  attempted — that  of  inftituting  an  examination 
ef  the  heart,  and  of  the  moral  conduct;  of  altering 
the  fecret  courfe  of  behaviour;  of  reducing  its  devi- 
ations  to  a  conformity  with  thofe  rules  of  life  deli- 
yered  in  the  holy  fcriptures,  which,  if  deemed  of 
fufficient  importance  to  deferve  to  be  ferioufly  ftu- 
died,  ought,  for  reafons  infinitely  more  momentous, 
to  command  uniform  and  full  obedience, 

A  turn  of  thinking  has  of  late  become  very  general 
amongft  the  higher  claiTesof  the  community,  amongfl 
gll  who  occupy  ftations  of  authority,  and  in  common 
with  thefe,  amongR  the  clergy,  which  deferves  to  be 
particularly  noticed:  what  I  refer  to  is  the  perfor- 
mance of  our  religious  offices  for  the  fake  of  fetting 
an  example  to  others ;  and  the  allowing  this  motive 
fo  to  take  poffeflion  of  the  mind,  as  to  fubftitute  itfelf 
in  the  place  of  the  proper  ground  and  reafon  of  the 
duty.    Whenever  this  is  the  cafe,  it  becomes  no$ 
only  a  cold  and  extraneous,  but  a  falfe  and  unrea, 
fonable  principle  of  a&ion.     There  mud  be  fome 
reafon  for  every  duty  befides  example,  or  there  can 
be  no  fufficient  reafon  for  it  at  alh    To  fuffer,  there* 
fore,  a  fecondary  confideration  to  exclude  the  primary 
and  more  important  one  is  a  perverfion  of  the  judg* 
ment,  the  effect  of  which,  in  the  offices  of  religion,  is 
utterly  to  deftroy  the'r  religious  quality,  to  rob  them 
of  that  which  conftitutes  their  nature  and  their  fpiri- 
tuality.    They  who  would  fet  an  example  to  others 
pf  worfliip  and  devotion,  in  truth  perforin  neither 
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themfelves.  Idle  or  proud  fpe&ators  of  the  fcene, 
they  vouchfafe  their  prefence  in  our  affemblies,  for 
the  edification,  it  feems,  and  benefit  of  others,  but 
as  if  they  had  no  fins  of  their  own  to  deplore,  no 
mercies  to  acknowledge,  no  pardon  to  entreat.  Be- 
caufe  we  find  it  convenient  to  ourfelves  that  thofc 
about  us  fhould  be  religious,  or  becaufe  it  is  ufeful 
to  the  ftate  that  religion  fhould  be  upheld  in  the 
country; — -to  join  from  thefe  motives  in  the  public 
ordinances  of  the  church,  however  advifeable  it  may 
be  as  a  branch  of  fecular  prudence,  is  not  either  to 
fulfil  our  Lord's  precept,  or  to  perform  any  religious 
fervice.  Religion  can  only  fpring  from  its  own  prin- 
ciple. Believing  our  falvation  to  be  involved  in  the 
faithful  difcharge  of  our  religious  as  well  as  moral 
duties;  experiencing  the  warmth,  the  confolation, 
the  virtuous  energy  which  every  act.  of  true  devotion 
communicates  to  the  heart,  and  how  much  thefe  ef- 
fects are  heightened  by  confent  and  fympathy ;  loving,  * 
and  therefore  feeking,  the  immortal  welfare  of  our 
neighbour,  we  unite  with  him  in  acts  of  focial  ho- 
mage to  our  Maker:  prompted  by  thefe  fentiments 
our  worfh.p  is  what  it  ought  to  be,  exemplary,  yet 
our  own,  and  not  the  lefs  perfonal  for  being  public. 

If  what  has  been  ftated  concerning  example  be 
true,  if  the  confideration  of  it  be  liable  to  be  mifap- 
plied,  no  perfons  can  be  more  in  danger  of  falling 
into  the  miftake  than  they  who  are  taught  to  regard 
themfelves  as  the  examples  as  well  as  inflructors 
of  their  flocks.    It  is  neceilary  they  fliould  be  admo- 
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niflied  particularly  to  remember,  that  in  their  religious 
offices  they  have  not  only  to  pronounce,  to  excite,  to 
conduct  the  devotion  of  their  congregations,  but  to 
pay  to  God  the  adoration  which  every  individual  owes 
to  Him;  and  whilft  they  are  exerting  themfelves  for 
others,  not  to  neglect  the  falvation  of  their  own  fouls. 

In  thefe  excellent  and  judicious  remarks  of  Dr. 
Paley,  you  will  recognife  feveral  particulars  advanced 
by  David  Hume,  iii  the  reprobated  charge  again!! 
the  clergy,  delivered  in  the  firft  note  to  his  EfTay  on 
National  Characters.    He  has  there  carried  every 
point  to  the  extreme,  in  order  to  difparage  a  pro- 
feffion  to  which  he  appears  to  have  been  extremely 
inimical.    But  the  adage,  fas  ejl  et  ab  hofie  doceri, 
may  be  recommended  to  you  on  this  occafion;  and 
after  reading  the  epitome  I  have  juft  drawn,  I  wifh 
you  to  confult,  and  to  perufe  with  attention,  the  note 
to  which  I  have  referred.    There  is  certainly  fome 
truth,  though  mixed  with  great  exaggeration,  in  each 
of  the  accuiations  Mr.  Hume  has  brought  againft  the 
iacerdotal  character  :  and  to  become  fully  apprifed 
of  the  evil  which  mojl  eafily  befets  us,  is  eiTential  to 
the  fuccefs  of  our  efforts  in  guarding  againft  it.  To 
the  following  remark  I  would  efpecially  direct  your 
attention.    "  Though  all  mankind  have  a  ftrong 
"  propeafity  to  religion  at  certain  times  and  in  certain 
"  difpofitions,  yet  there  are  few  or  none  who  have 
«'  it  to  that  degree  or  with  that  conftancy  which 
"  is  requifite  to  this  profeflion.    It  mufl  therefore 
4t  happen  that  clergymen  being  drawn  from  the 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


315 


'*c  common  mafs  of  mankind  as  people  are  to  other 
"  employments,  by  the  views  of  profit ;  the  greater 
"  part  will  find  it  neceflary,  on  particular  occafions, 
to  feign  more  devotion  than  they  are  at  that  time 
poffeffed  of,  and  to  maintain  the  appearance  of 
fervour  and  ferioufhefs  even  when  jaded  with  the 
,<c  exercifes  of  their  religion,  or  when  they  have 
ifC  their  minds  engaged  in  the  common  occupations 
if 8  of  life." 

The  fpirit  of  devotion  cannot  be  uniformly  the 
fame,  even  in  the  bed  conftituted  minds,  at  all  feafons 
and  under  all  circumflances.  But  though  temporary 
abatement  of  fervour  may  be  excufable,  a  minifter, 
when  engaged  in  the  public  fervices  of  the  church, 
ought  never  to  lofe  the  impreffion  of  the  awful  pre- 
fence  in  which  he  Hands  j  nor  the  power  of  command- 
ing his  thoughts,  by  recalling  them  to  a  confideration 
of  the  majelly  of  the  Almighty  Being  whom  he  ad- 
drefles.  Abfence  of  mind,  indeed,  does  not  deferve 
the  imputation  charged  upon  it  by  Mr.  Hume,  of 
grimace  and  hypocrify;  yet  it  mud  be  regarded  as 
an  infult  to  God  to  dray;  near  to  Him  with  the  lips, 
whiljl  the  heart  is  far  from  Hun:  and  religious  apa- 
thy will  inevitably  enfue  from  its  frequent  recurrence. 

VII.  You  took  much  pains,  at  St.  John's  church, 
to  difplay  the  advantages  of  Sunday-fchools.  It 
would  afford  me  fincere  fatisfa&ion  to  hear  that  you 
are  engaged  in  the  fuperintendanceof  one  at  Winwick. 
The  plan  of  inftrudlion  Ihould  be  confined  to  moral 
and  religious  duties  purely  practical,  and  to  the  un- 
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difputed  do&rines  of  chriftianity.    To  qualify  for  Hie 
afHve  offices  of  life,  and  to  form  peaceable,  diligent, 
virtuous,  and  pious  citizens,  ought  to  be  the  fole  ob! 
jefts  of  fuch  inftitutions.  Thefe  mull  be  accomplifhed 
by  impreffing  the  minds  of  children  with  fuch  pri- 
mary and  comprehenfive  principles  as  extend  to  all 
Ctuations  and  conjunctures.    In  the  compofition  of 
prayers  for  Sunday-fchool  children,  I  have  remarked 
a  general  want  of  attention  to  the  obligation  and 
feelings  of  gratitude.    This  incenfe  of  the  heart  con- 
llitutcs  the  nobleft  and  moft  effential  part  of  devotion, 
and  may  be  called  forth  with  no  inconfiderable  de- 
gree of  fervour  in  very  young  minds,  by  a  judicious 
and  animated  enumeration  of  the  bleflings  conferred 
upon  i  hem.    Butwhilfl  gratitude  is  omitted,  flrong 
exprc-Jlions  of  contrition  and  remorfe  are  almoft  con- 
ftamly  introduced  into  the  pious  exercifes  of  children. 
In  thefe  they  ought  to  find  no  place,  becaufe  they 
imply  a  fenfe  of  habitual  guilt,  which  cannot  be 
experienced  at  an  early  period  of  life,  and  utterance 
is  thus  given  to  a  folemn  falfehood.    Yet  there  are 
fecial  occ.ifions,  as  on  the  acknowledged  commiffion 
of  fome  heinous  offence,  that  feem  to  require  fuch  an 
appropriate  fervice  as  might  heighten  compunction, 
give  weight  to  admonition,  and  confirm  the.  good 
impreflions  which  have  been  made. 

You  very  forcibly  defcanted  on  the  fenfe  Ave 
oiigbt  to  entertain  of  the  good  offices  of  the  poor,* 

*  Large  extrafrs  are.  here  given  from  this  difcourfe,  now  fent 
from  St.  Peterfburgh,  rather  than  tho  original  fhoft  view  of  the 
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*t  to  whofe  flvill  and  exertions,  under  God,  we  are 
"  indebted  for  the  leifure  we  enjoy,  for  the  habitations 
"  in  which  we  dwell,  for  the  raiment  with  which  we 
"  are  clothed,  for  the  plentiful  repafts  of  our  table, 
and  above  all,  for  our  advancement  in  moral  and 
"  intellectual  excellence.  Thefe  benefits  are  far  above 
"  ordinary  wages  or  pecuniary  appreciation,  and 
"  therefore  the  claim  of  gratitude  goes  beyond  them, 
1 "  and  fhould  induce  us  to  extend  to  our  inferiors,  as 
"  much  as  is  practicable  and  confident  with  the  courfe 
"  of  things,  a  portion  of  the  comforts  and  improve- 
"  ments  which  we  through  their  means  poffefs.  The 
"  value  of  money  is  factitious,  not  real.    Strip  the 
"  mighty  lord  of  his  vaffals,  and  all  his  rich  demefnes 
"  become  a  wildernefs.    For  every  morfel  of  bread 
"  we  eat  we  are  obliged  to  a  fubdivifion  of  labour, 
«c  which  almoft  exceeds  computation  or  belief.  And 
"  without  artificers  thus  employed,  all  the  gold  of 
"  Peru  could  not  procure  for  us  the  fuftenance  of  a 
<c  fingle  meal.  It  is  to  be  feared,  thefe  confidera'tions, 
*'  and  the  grateful  difpofition  of  mind  refulting  from 
"  them,  are  little  cheriflied  by  men  in  affluence  and 
"  power:  and  yet  they. are  calculated  to  afford  them 
"  heart-felt  fatisfa&ion,  and  to  adorn  their  characters 
"  with  true  dignity  and  honour.    Gratitude  thus 
«*  exemplified  in  beneficent  acts  towards  the  inft.ru- 
<c  ments  of  God  for  our  good,  is  gratitude  to  Him 
"  the  original  giver  of  every  good  gift." 

heads  a-?  fuggefled  by  memory,  bscaufe  it  is  prefumed  that  both  the 
fubjeft  and  the  matter  of  it  will  be  intereftingto.the  reader. 
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You  alfq  pointed  out  the  claims  which  the  poo? 
have  to  our  attention  and  affiftance  on  the  principle  0f 
juftice.    "  Shall  the  fruits  of  the  earth  be  withheld 
"  from  him,  by  the  fweat  of  whofe  brow  they  arc  fo 
"  amply  procured?  If  it  be  the  equitable  command  of 
"  God  to  the  Jew,  thou  Jhalt  not  muzzle  the  ox  when 
"  he  trcadeth  out  the  corn,  it  is  affuredly  not  lefs  in- 
"  confident  with  the  chriftian  law  of  re&itude,  that 
«S  our  fellow-creatures  fliould  toil  for  our  fupport 
"  and  enjoyment,  without  a  meet  participation  in  the 
"  bleffings  thus  obtained.    That  the  labourer  is  wor- 
"  thy,  and  not  to  be  defrauded,  of  his  hire,  is  a  pre- 
"  cept  which  comprehends  only  a  fmall  part  of  the 
"  debt  we  owe  to  him.    The  health  he  confumes, 
"  the  hardflrps  he  undergoes,  and  the  good-will  he 
"  manifefls  in  our  fervice,  demand  our  companion  in 
*'  his  ficknefs,  our  relief  in  his  poverty  and  old  age, 
M  and  our  tender  attention  to  his  interefts  and  hap- 
tc  pinefs.    Of  this  intereft  and  happinefs  his  fpiritua! 
M  welfare  forms  an  elTential  condiment.  Juftice, 
"  therefore,  calls  upon  us  to  promote  it,  by  allowing 
"  him  fuflicient  leifure  from  his  ordinary  occupations 
**  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  privileges  of  his  rational  and 
*c  moral  nature,  and  to  work  out,  through  divine 
"  afliftance,  his  own  falvation." 

This  important  confideration  led  you  in  the  third 
place  to  fuggefl,  "  that  a  grateful  and  equitable  at* 
"  tention  to  the  poor  is  to  co-operate  with  Providence 
"  in  that  order  of  things,  which  his  wifdom  and 
"  goodnefs  hath  eftabliflbed.    For  though  a  diftinc- 
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"  tlon  of  ranks  is  neceffary  to  the  exigence  of  well- 
«<  regulated  fociety,  yet  this  diftin&ion  has  its  origin 
"  in  talents,  in  virtue,  and  in  knowledge.  Wealth, 
;"  power,  and  greatnefs  are  but  effeds,  the  caufes  of 
which  are  to  be  fought  for  in  the  human  mind. 
u<  And  in  every  orderly  community  where  art  is  fos- 
u*  tered,  genius  allowed  full  fcope,  and  induftry  fecure 
in  its  acquifitions,  one  unceafing  movement  upwards 
may  be  obferved  through  the  great  fcale  of  life. 
It  is  confonant  both  to  wifdom  and  to  duty  to 
promote  this  afpiring  difpofition,  which  is  equally 
favourable  to  private  happinefs  and  to  national 
,<;  profperity:  and  education  furniflies  the  true  means 
1 "  of  accomplifliing  a  purpofe  fo  noble  and  beneficial. 
"  Capacity  is  confined  to  noftation,  and  exifts  under 
1 "  all  thofe  modifications  and  degrees,  which  the  di- 
"  verfified  conditions  and  neceffities  of  man  require. 
<c  It  fliould  be  diligently  fearched  for  amongft  the 
"  children  of  the  poor,  fliould  be  cultivated  where- 
"  ever  found,  and  directed  with  care  and  judgment 
"  to  its  proper  object." 

In  this  part  of  your  difcourfe  the  objections  fliould 
have  been  obviated,  which  many  well-difpofed  perfons 
have  entertained,  againfl  the  extenfion  of  even  the 
fubordinate  branches  of  fchool-learning  to  the  chil- 
dren of  the  poor.  For  you  might  have  clearly  fliewn 
how  favourable  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic  are 
not  only  to  fkill  and  advancement  in  the  arts,  but 
to  fubordination,  peaceablenefs,  fobriety,  and  honefty. 
Our  excellent  friend  Dr.  Ilaygarth,  in  his  Report  pf 
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the  State  of  the  Blue-Coat  Ihfpital  in  Chefler,  well 
obferves,  «  a  ftrange  and  pernicious  prejudice  has 
"  too  generally  prevailed  againft  educating  the  chil- 
"  dren  of  the  poor,  fo  as  to  check  the  beneficence  of 
cf  the  charitable  and  humane.  Some  have  abfurdly 
"  maintained,  that  the  molt  ignorant  are  the  moft 
,s  virtuous,  happy,  and.  ufeful  part  of  mankind.  It 
"  is  aftonifhmg  what  injurious  influence  this  doctrine 

has  had,  though  fo  contrary  to  common  fenfe  and 
"  common  obfervation.  Let  any  one  recollect  the 
«  chancer  of  bricklayers,  joiners,  fhoe-makers,  and 
*  other,  mechanics,  as  well  as  of  domeftic  fervants,  and 
"  he  will  certainly  difcover,  that  the  moft  honed, 
<c  fober,  induftrious,  and  ufeful,  both  to  their  own 
"  families  and  the  public,  are  thofe  who  have  been 
"  accuftomed  to  attend  divine  fervice,  and  who  were 
"  mfbufted,  when  young,  in  moral  principles,  read- 
"  ing-,  writing,  and  accompts.'* 

Erneft,  the  pious  duke  of  Saxe-Gotha,  is  faid  by 
M.  Hirzel,  in  his  Rural  Socrates,  to  have  entirely 
changed  the  face  of  his  principality,  no  more  than  a 
century  ago,  by  having  his  people  inftru£red  in  every 
kind  of  ufeful  knowledge,  compendiums  of  which 
were  put  into  the  hands  of  the  peafants  in  all  coun- 
try fchools:  and  though  thefe  confutations  do  not 
now  exift  in  their  original  vigour,  yet  it  is  amazing  to 
obferve  the  difference  which,  fubfifts  between  the  in- 
habitants of  this  and  of  other  German  circles  more 
neglecled.  The  fame  intelligent  writer  relates,  that 
the  Swifs  peafants  were  invited  to  attend  the  meetings' 
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of  the  Phyfical  Society  at  Zurich;  when  each  was 
called  upon  to  give  an  account  of  his  mode  of  hus- 
bandry, and  received  from  the  fociety  encouragement 
;and  inftru&ion.    It  is  provided  by  law  in  Scotland, 
tthat  there  fhall  be  a  fchool  eftablilhed,  and  a  mailer 
appointed,  in  every  parilh :  many  additional  fchools 
;are  alfo  founded  by  donation  and  legacies :  fo  that  in 
the  fouthern  parts  of  Scotland  it  is  very  rare,  fays 
.'Mr.  Howard,  to  meet  with  any  perfon  who  cannot 
ibotli  read  and  write;  and  it  is  deemed  fcandalous  not 
to  be  poffeffed  of  a  Bible.    The  Highland  fociety  for 
]propagatingGhriftianknowledgehaveftated,thatabout 
ifeven  thoufand  poor  children  are  inftrufted,  in  their 
morthern  fchools,  in  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  the 
lufeful  arts,  and  in  the  principles  of  religion.  "  Would 
you  prevent  crimes,  take  all  poflible  means  to  enlight- 
en the  people/'  obferves  Catherine  the  Second,  em- 
fprefs  of  Ruffia,  in  the  inftru&ions  for  a  code  of  laws 
ffor  her  extenfive  empire,  which  flie  herfelf  compofed. 

nd  the  Duke  de  Liancourt,  in  his  comparative  view 
Df  mild  and  fangU;nary  laws,  has  confirmed  this  maxim 
»y  the  following  important  fa&s.  Scotland,  where 
I education  is  more  general  than  in  any  other  country 
»f  Europe,  is  leaft  degraded  by  crimes.  The  tables 
jiven  in  the  works  of  Mr.  Howard  fliew  that  fifty* 
?ight  prifoners  only  have  been  condemned  to  death 
in  the  fpace  of  twenty  years  in  that  country,  whofe 
population  amounts  to  at  lead  one  million  fix  hundred 
loufand  fouls,  an  average  of  fcarcely  three  in  each 
r:  whilft,  during  the  fame  period^  four  hundred 
vol.  i.  x 
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and  thirty-four  have  been  condemned  to  death  in  the 
circuit  of  Norfolk  in  England,  comprehending  fog 
counties,  whofe  population  can  hardly  be  eftimated 
at  more  than  eight  hundred  thouland  perfons ;  which 
makes  an  annual  average  of  fixty-frx  capital  convi&s, 
befides  eight  hundred  and  ieventy-four  fentenced 
to  tranfportation. 

I  fhall  now  fend  you  the  outlines  of  a  difcourfe  on 
the  appetites,  which  I  before  announced  to  you ;  and 
fliall  be  anxious  to  fee  your  improvement  and  com-.' 
pletion  of  it. 

SKETCH  OF  A  DISCOURSE  ON  THE  USE  AND  ABUSE 
OF  THE  APPETITES. 

i  Cor.  x.  31. 

ILLUSTRATE  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  Divine' 
Providence  in  furniming  man  with  appetites,  to  urge 
him  at  regular  feafons  to  ufe  the  neceffary  means  to', 
fupport  his  growth,  his  health,  and  his  life.  His 
reafoning  powers  are  ill  adapted  to  thefe  ends,  without 
the  impulfe  of  infliaft.    Appetite  defined.  Returns 
periodically,  when  nature  calls  for  fupplies;  and 
ceafes,  when  fatisfied  with  its  obje£h  Is  attended  with 
pleafurable  fenfations;  and  its  gratification  .may  be 
innocent,  laudable,  or  fubverfive  of  reafon,  religion,, 
and  virtue. 

Confider  the  fubjeft  under  each  of  the  following 
heads. 

I.  The  innocent  ftate  of  the  appetites  implies  the 
indulgence  of  them  according  to  the  firnplicity  and 
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original  intention  of  nature.  They  are  indications  of 
vigorous  health  j  exercife  and  labour  give  a  zeft  to 
them;  and  only  when  corrupted*  they  urge  to  glut- 
tony, fenfuality,  or  drunkennefs.  Here  the  fituation 
of  our  firft  parents  in  paradife  may  be  defcribed : 

"  When  Eve  within,  due  at  her  hour  prepar'd 

"  For  dinner  favoury  fruits,  of  tafte  to  pleafe 

"  True  appetite,  and  not  difrelifli  thirft 

"  Of  ned'rous  draughts  between,  from  milky  ftream, 

**  Berry,  or  grape." 

Par.  Loft,  Book  v.  1.  305. 
II.  The  indulgence  of  the  appetites  may  be  Iau^ 
i  dable,  when  the  gratification  excites  complacency  of 
:m:nd;  gratitude  to  the  Giver  of  all  good  ;  and  that 
tdifpofition  to  communicate,  to  which  the  term  hofpi* 
jpitality  may  not  improperly  be  applied.    "  Let  us 
'"eat  and  drink  to  the  glory  of*  God,"  both  the 
jphilofophcr  and  the  Ghriftian  may  exclaim  ;  for  it  is 
mot  merely  a  corporeal,  but  a  mental  pleafure.    It  is 
aa  hymn  of  praife  to  God,  an  act  of"  focial  love  to  man. 
lit  is  the  feaft  of  reafon  and  the  flow  of  foul.  But 
jpeware  in  the  midfl  of  convivial  enjoyments.    Say  to 
phe  overflowing  of  the  heart,  hitherto  Jhalt  thou  go, 
mnd  no  farther.    For  the  boundary  of  temperance 
Deing  once  palTed,  the  rational  is  degraded  into  the 
brutal  nature ;  and  appetite  may  become  the  habi- 
ual  pander  of  folly  and  of  vice.    This  confideration 
vill  lead  to  the  third  head  of  the  difcourfe,  under 
which  the  evils  of  gluttony,  fenfuality,  and  drunken- 
nefs, may  be  feverally  difcufled. 

x  3 
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III.  Gluttony,  or  exceffive  eating,  is  injurious 
to  health,  ftupifies  the  mind,  and  creates  that  habi- 
tual heavinefs  and  languor,  which  unfit  a  man  for 
the  acYive  bufinefs  of  life.  Hence  Solomon  has  de- 
nounced, Prov.  xxiii.  23,  that  the  glutton  Jhall  come 
to  poverty,  and  drowjinefs  Jhall  clothe  a  man  with  rags. 
The  extremes  of  this  vice  are  too  difgufting  and 
odious  to  require  to  be  dwelt  upon  for  animadverfion : 
but  leiler  degrees  of  it  are  too  often  found  amongfl: 
perfons  of  every  rank  in  life.  The  cravings  of  un- 
depraved  appetite  are  moderate,  and  foon  appeafed  ; 
and  we  fliould  be  careful  not  to  go  beyond  nature  in 
the  indulgence  of  them.  Habits  of  eating  much  are 
eafily  induced ;  and  thefe  cannot  be  regarded  as 
innocent,  becaufe  they  are  a  wafte  of  the  bounties  of 
Providence,  and  unfavourable  both  to  bodily  and 
mental  vigour. 

But  Sensuality  is  more  dangerous,  becaufe 
more  fedu&ive  than  gluttony.  It  refines  and  renders 
exquifite  the  pleafures  of  eating  and  drinking  ;  and  if 
it  do  not  opprels  and  ftupify  fo  much,  it  enervates  and 
even  vitiates  the  mind  in  a  greater  degree  than  fimple 
excefs.  It  occupies  a  large  portion  of  time,  and  de- 
votes it  to  very  ignoble  purpofes ;  and  this  charge 
applies  both  to  the  perfons  who  indulge,  and  to  thofe 
who  make  preparations  for  the  indulgence.  It  pre- 
cludes the  purfuit  of  higher  enjoyments,  and  the 
exercife  of  effential  duties.  It  occafions  a  wanton 
deftruction  of  numberlefs  creatures,  whofe  exigence, 
is  a  Welling  bellowed  by  heaven  as  a  mean  of  felicity 
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to  themfelves;  and  to  be  appropriated  to  the  ufe, 
but  not  the  tyranny,  the  cruelty,  and  the  abufe  of 
man.  This  tyranny,  cruelty,  and  abufe  are  extended 
not  only  to  the  deftru&ion  of  life,  but  to  the  making 
death  itfelf  lingering  and  full  of  torture,  that  our 
viands  may  be  more  delicious  to  the  fickly  and  de- 
praved palate. 

Caution  againfl:  the  too  prevalent  faftiion  of  dis- 
courfing  fo  much  on  the  delicacies  of  the  table,  and 
the  pleafures  of  eating  and  drinking.  Who  is  a  wife 
man  and  endued  -with  knowledge  among  you,  let  him 
Jhew  out  of  a  good  converfation  his  works  with  meek- 
nefs  of  wifdom.  James  iii.  13.  Notice  alfo  the  facti- 
tious appetite  for  tobacco,  fnuff,  &c.  which,  when 
moderately  indulged,  may  add  to  the  innocent  enjoy- 
ments of  life;  but  is  often  carried  to  an  excefs  that 
may  almoft  be  deemed  criminal. 

But  neither  the  grofTnefs  of  gluttony  nor  the  re- 
finements of  fenfuality  are  evils  of  fuch  magnitude  as 
Drunkenness.  This  involves  in  it  the  fame  lofs 
of  time,  of  fortune,  and  of  health;  and  is  moreover  a 
direct  incentive  to  profanenefs,  anger,  revenge,  and 
other  criminal  paffions.  It  may  be  divided  into  two 
fpecies;  fottiflanefs,  and  focial  intoxication.  The 
former  is  connected  with  the  meannefs  and  ftupe- 
fattion  of  gluttony,  but  fuperadds  a  difpofition  to 
quarrelling :  and  a  third  for  llrong  liquors,  when 
privately  indulged,  is  more  violent  and  unremitting 
even  han  voracious  hunger. 
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Convivial  ehrigty  diffufes  widely  its  mifchiefs.  It 
continually  lays  fnares  for  the  unwary,  feduces 
thoughtlcfs  youth,  and  plants  a  corrupter  in  every 
neighbourhood:  for  he  who  delights  in  fcenes  of 
intoxication,  mud  feduloufly  feek  for  companions  in 
his  guilt.  Warn  fuch  an  one  of  the  fpreading  misr 
chiefs  he  occafions.  Tell  him,  that  though,  from  the 
.  peculiar  felicity  of  his  conftitution  and  circumftances, 
neither  his  health,  his  family,  nor  his  fortune  may 
immediately  naffer  from  his  intemperance,  the  cafe 
will  be  far  otherwife  with  thofe  whom  he  tempts  to 
aflbciate  in  his  excefs ;  that  he  is  anfwerable  for  the 
bad  influence  of  his  example,  for  the  corruption  of 
his  converfation,  for  every  neglecT:  of  duty,  and  for 
every  criminal  a&  which  the  poifon  he  difpenfes 
with  fuch  mifguided  liberality  may  occafion  :  and  that 
though  his  own  vigour  may  for  many  years  fecure 
him  againfl  the  confequences  of  excefs;  thqugh  his 
fortune  may  be  too  affluent  to  be  impaired  by  riot; 
though  his  heart  cheer  him  in  the  days  of  his  youth,  and 
he  walk  in  the  ways  of  his  heart  and  the  fight  of  his 
eyes ;  yet  for  all  fhefe  things  God  will  bring  him  into 
judgment.    Ecclef.  xi.  10. 

From  what  has  been  delivered  it  will  appear,  that 
the  appetites  form  an  effential  part  of  our  conftitution; 
that  the  indulgence  of  them  is  accompanied  with 
pleafurable  fenfations,.  to  inereafe  our  enjoyments, 
and  to  render  us  more  attentive  to  their  calls;  and 
that  this  indulgence  is  not  only  innocent  but  laudable, 
if  it  ex.rcife  felf-government  j  if  it  be  made  fubfcr- 
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vient  to  the  higher  powers  of  our  nature;  and  if  it 
be  aflbciated  with  and  give  energy  to  liberality,  be- 
nevolence, and  hofpitality.  But  on  the  other  hand, 
that  gluttony  degrades  us  to  a  level  with  the  brutes ; 
that  fenfuality  enervates  the  frame,  deadens  the  moral 
and  intellectual  powers:  and  that  of  drunkennefs  it 
is  faid  by  the  wifeft  of  men,  Proverbs  xxiii.  29; 
Who  hath  woe?  who  hath  farrow?  who  hath  conten- 
tions? who  hath  babbling?  who  hath  wounds  without 
caufe?  who  hath  rednefs  of  eyes?  they  that  tarry  long 
at  the  wine;  they  that  go  to  feek  mixt  wine. 

COMMUNICATIONS  TO  THE  SAME. 

Evidences  of  Cbrijlianity.— David  Hume.— Love  of  Truth.— 
Religious  Controverfy. 

I  Have  lately  received  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Elrington, 
one  of  the  Senior  Fellows  of  Trinity-College,  Dublin, 
the  very  obliging  prefent  of  his  Sermons,  on  the 
Evidences  of  Chrijiianity.^  During  the  perufal  of 
thefe  mod  excellent  difcourfes,  I  was  forcibly  (truck 
with  the  idea,  that  a  feries  of  ledures  on  the  truth  of 
the  Gofpel  difpenfation,  confined  to  the  fpecial  proofs 
of  its  importance  and  authenticity,  as  they  fubfifl  in 
modern  times,  would  be  highly  popular,  and  peculiarly 

*  Thefe  difcourfes  treat  or+the  Evidences  of  Chriftianity,  derived 
from  Miracles;  and  were  the  firft  delivered  at  the  Donnellan 
Leclyres,  an  initiation  eftablilhed  in  the  Univerfity  of  Dublin  in' 
i794,  limilarto  the  Bampton  Letfures  at  Oxford.  The  fecond 
feries  of  Sermons,  on  Prophecies,  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  W, 
Magee,  B.  D.;  and  as  much  may  be  reafonably  expedted  from  his 
diftinguifted  learning,  induftry,  afld  eloquence,  it  is  hoped  they 
will  fpeedily  be  publiftied. 
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adapted  to  the  religious  apathy  which  now  prevails 
in  the  world.  The  proofs  to  which  I  allude,  might  be 
fliewn  to  be  more  cogent,  in  fome  refpe&s,  even  than 
thofe  which  occurred  at  the  period  of  the  firfi promul- 
gation of  Chrijlianity.  I  have  attempted  to  arrange 
them  in  the  following  fcetch,  as  they  might  probably 
offer  themfelves  to  a  ferious  and  diligent  enquirer. 

I.  Men  have  now  a  more  comprehenfive  knowledge 
of  the  political,  moral,  and  religious  ftate  of  the 
world,  than  could  have  been  attained  at  the  time  of 
the  million  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  evidence,  there-' 
fore,  of  the  utility  and  neceflity  of  fuch  a  difpenfa- 
tion  of  Providence  is  rendered  proportionally  more 
complete. 

II.  The  art  of  printing,  and  the  general  circulation 
of  books,  have  diffufed  the  knowledge  of  whatever 
relates  to  the  firft  eflablilhmcnt  of  the  Chpftian  reli- 
gion. We  have,  confequently,  the  fulleft  hiftorical 
teftimony  of  its  happy  influence  on  thofe  who  were 
converts  to  it,  both  with  refpeft  to  found  theifm  and 
rnoral  conduft.  Th;s  teftjmony  required  the  lapfe  of 
Centuries  for  its  entire  confirmation;  and  increafes  in  • 
its  force  by  being  viewed  as  a  whole,  rather  than  in- 
part  ci ilar  fucceffive  details.  Even  the  darknefs  and 
corruption  which  enfued  in  after-ages,  may  be  re- 
garded as  ajd  tiona!  evidence,  hidden  from  the  firft 
believers,  and  derived  from  the  page  of  hiftory.  For 
fhe  reign  of  antfehrift  was  foretold  by  our  Saviour 
and  his  apoftles,  at  a  period  when  the  prediction  could 
have  no  foundation  in  probable  conjecture. 
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III.  The  nvracles  which  Christ  and  his  apoftl.es 
performed,  however  convincing  and  fatisfactory  to 
the  beholder,  could  have  been  admitted  comparatively 
by  few  on  the  evidence  of  perfonal  obfervation.  We 
are,  therefore,  now  nearly  in  the  fame  circumftances, 
as  to  the  authority  of  teftimony,  with  thofe  to  whom 
they  were  related;  but  with  thisfuperior  advantage, 
that  we  can  fully  appreciate  the  colle&ive  as  well  as 
the  feparate  weight  of  the  refpeflive  witneffes.  With, 
the  whole  hiftory  of  many  of  thefe  witneffes  we  are 
at  this  time  completely  acquainted ;  and  are  affured 
of  the  faithfulnefs  and  accuracy  of  their  atteftations 
by  the  purity  of  their  morals,  by  their  freedom  from 
fuperft.tion  and  enthufiafm,  by  their  facrifice  of  every 
worldly  interell:,  and  by  the  fufferings  and  death 
which  they  endured  in  fupport  of  the  truth. 

IV.  The  miracles  themfelves  may  now  be  better 
underftood,  both  as  to  their  nature,  magnitude,  and 
objett,  than  they  could  have  been  at  the  time  when 
they  were  wrought.    Thus  the  fuppofed  difpoffeflion 
of  demons  was  afcribed  by  the  Jews  to  Beelzebub, 
,the  prince  of  the  devils ;  whereas  we  are  well  affured  it 
was  the  cure  of  natural  difeafes,  fuch  as  mania,  melan- 
cholia, and  epilepfy.  And  that  confidence  in  the  power 
of  magic,  or  the  agency  of  fubordinate  fpirits,  which 
rendered  the  Greeks  and  Romans  lefs  fenfible  to  the 
divine  authority  of  the  great  works  performed  by  Jesus 
and  his  Apoftles,  is  at  this  time  entirely  fuperfeded. 
The  reftoration  of  fight  to  the  blind  man,  as  related 
by  St.  Mark  viii.  23,  rauft  appear,  to  one  verfed  in  the 
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fcience  of  vifion,  a  higher  effeft  of  the  interpofition 
of  the  Deity,  becaufe  more  extenfive  in  its  operation, 
than  to  a  Jew  or  heathen  ignorant  of  modern  optical 
difcoveries.  The  exaft  coincidence  in  the  relation  of  it, 
alfo,  with  what  is  now  known,  but  was  then  unknown, 
furnillies  to  the  candid  enquirer  of  thefe  days  a 
proof  of  its  authenticity  peculiarly  forcible:  and  phi- 
lofophy  may  hereafter  become  more  and  more,  what 
it  always  ought  to  be,  the  hand-maid  to  religion,  by 
rendering  natural  truths  fubfervient  to  divine  truth. 

V.  Scripture  criticifm,  of  late  fo  feduloufly  and  fo 
fuccefsfully  cultivated,  has  furniihed  a  large  additi- 
onal (lock  of  evidence  in  fupport  of  divine  revelation, 
unknown  when  it  was  firfl  promulgated. 

VI.  The  doctrines,  religious  and  moral,  which  are 
taught  in  the  fcriptures,  in  many  points  were  equally 
adverfe  to  the  opinions  and  prejudices  both  of  the 
Jews  and  of  the  Gentiles.    But  the  attributes  of 
God,  the  pardon  of  fin  on  repentance,  a  future  flate 
of  retribution,  the  duties  of  forgiving  injuries,  of 
loving  our  enemies,  of  humility,  &c.  are  now  ad- 
mitted on  the  authority  of  improved  reafon,  as  well 
as  on  that  of  revelation :  and  the  evangelical  code 
has  been  found  by  long  experience  to  be  fo  replete 
with  wifdom,  and  fo  confonant  to  the  befl  interefts 
of  mankind,  as  to  evince  that  it  is  worthy  of  mira- 
culous interpofition,  and  that  it  comes  from  God. 

VII.  From  the  religion  of  Mahomet,  the  mode  of 
its  propagation,  the  chara&er  of  that  impoftor,  and  a 
comparifon  of  the  doctrine  and  precepts  of  the  Gofpel 
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■with  thofe  of  the  Koran,  many  cogent  though  iir 
tdireft  arguments  may  be  adduced  in  favour  of  the 
divine  origin  of  Chriftianity. 

VIII.  The  progreffive  fulfilment  of  various  pro- 
phecies in  the  Old  and  New  Teftament  confutes  a 
feries  of  permanent  miracles,  open  to  the  observation 
of  all  mankind,  and  augmenting  the  weight  of  tefti- 
mony  almoft  in  exaft  proportion  to  the  lapfe  of  time 
fince  the  promulgation  of  Chriftianity:  and  the  full 
proofs  which  we  now  enjoy  of  this  divine  communi- 
cation, as  poffeffed  by  the  Author  of  our  religion, 
furnifti  a  clear  preemptive  evidence  in  favour  of  his 
other  fupernatural  powers.  For  he  who  was  gifted 
;to  foretel  the  deftru&ion  of  Jerufalem,  the  difperfion 
of  the  Jews,  and  various  fubfequent  events,  has  aflu- 
redly  evinced  his  claim  to  our  belief  that  he  raifed 
Lazarus  from  the  dead,  and  that  he  is  himfelf  be- 
come the  Jirji-frutts  of  them  whojlept. 

The  foregoing  proportions  I  have  communicated  to 
Dr.  Elrington.  But  whilft  I  am  now  writing,  fome 
additions  prefent  themfelves  to  my  mind,  which  I  will 
note  down,  though  perhaps  they  may  be  compre- 
hended partly  under  the  heads  already  advanced. 

IX.  The  rapid  progrefs  of  Chriftianity  in  Judea, 
Afia  Minor,  Greece,  and  Italy,  foon  after  its  promul- 
gation, under  various  circumftances  adverfe  to  its 
adoption,  powerfully  evinces  its  foundation  in  truth, 
and  its  divine  fupport.  For  it  fhould  be  remembered 
that  the  Jews  had  rooted  preconceptions  of  a  Meffiah, 
•y\\o  was  to  come  inverted  with  temporal  power  and 
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pre-eminence,  to  refcue  them  from  Roman  ufurpation, 
and  to  elevate  their  country  to  rank  and  fplendour.' 
A  crucified  Jesus  was,  therefore,  to  them  ajiumbtingi 
block ;  as  to  the  Greeks,  and  to  the  reft  of  the  heathen 
world,  it  vn&foolijhnefs.    The  Jews  alfo  were  held 
above  all  other  nations  in  fuch  utter  contempt,  that 
an  itiftitution  firft  publiflied  amongft  them  could  not, 
in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  things,  be  received  with! 
out  prejudice  or  averfion.    And  it  fhould  be  further 
remarked,  that  this  inftitution  oppofed  itfelf  to  all 
their  tenets  in  religion,  to  many  of  their  darling 
maxims  of  morality,  and  exacted  a  purity  of  heart  and 
life,  wholly  incompatible  with  the  corruptions  which 
univerfally  prevailed.    The  hiftory  of  the  firft  ages 
of  the  Chriftian  church  places  this  argument  in  a  light 
peculiarly  (hiking  to  one  who  now  ftudies  the  evi- 
dences of  Chriftianity.    And  the  progreflive  change 
and  melioration  of  manners  to  which  our  holy  religion 
has  given  rife,  may  be  regarded  as  a  further  proof 
time  h;is  opened  to  our  view  of  its  divine  original. 

X.  The  Gofpel  was  at  firft  preached  chiefly  to  the 
poor  and  illiterate.  By  degrees  it  excited  the  attention, 
and  forced  the  conviction,  of  the  wife  and  the  learned; 
and  in  the  courfe  of  time,  the  moft  diftinguifhed  cha- 
racters forextenfive  knowledge,  found  judgment,  and 
profound  reafoning,  have  been  its  profeffed  votaries. 
Now  though  authority  ought  not  to  govern  the  mind 
in  religious  faith,  yet  it  may  juftly  be  allowed  to 
influence  the  modeft  enquirer  into  truth  not  to  be 
fetisfied  with  flight  or  fuperlicial  objections,  but  to 
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weigh  with  care  and  attention  evidences  which  have 
Ibeen  fanaioned  in  early  times  by  men  of  the  firft 
cerudition,  and  in  our  own  days  by  the  dignified 
names,  amongft  numberlefs  others,  of  Bacon,  Boyle, 
Milton,  Locke,  and  Newton.    Dr.  Samuel  Clarke 
has  collected  feveral  quotations,  which  {hew  that  fome 
of  the  wifer  heathens  themfelves,  before  the  coming 
of  Christ,  acknowledged  their  doubts,  complained 
of  perplexity  and  uncertainty  refpecVing  the  mod 
important  truths,   and  teftified  their  wifhes  for  a 
divine  difcovery.    Ariftotle  exprefsly  fays,  "  Know, 
V  that  whatever  is  fet  right,  and  as  it  fliould  be,  in 
<c  the  prefent  evil  ftate  of  the  world,  can  be  done  fo 
"  only  by  the  interpofition  of  Providence."* 

*  Dr.  Blackwell  has  alfo  given  us,  in  his  Sacred  Claffics,  vol.  ii. 
p.  88,  many  interesting  paffages,  which  clearly  mark  the  general 
expectation  of  a  Mefliah  in  the  heathen  world,  about  the  period  of 
our  Saviour's  appearance.   Suetonius  and  Tacitus  both  refer  to  a 
king,  who  was  to  arife  out  of  Judea.    The  Pollio  of  Virgil  almoft 
aflumes  the  character  of  a  prophecy;  and  Plato  prefents  to  our 
notice,  amongft  others,  the  following  extraordinary  paffages.  He 
fays,  A  Divine  Revelation  is  neceffaryJo  explain  the  true  worfnp  of 
Cod— to  add  authority  to  moral  precepts— to  aJJIJI  our  heft  endeavours 
in  a  virtuous  courfe— to  fix  the  future  rewards  and punijhments  of 
virtuous  and  vicious  conduft— and  to  point  out  fovie  acceptable  expi- 
ation for  fin.   ^introduces  Socrates  as  ftating  to  Alcibiades,  that 
in  a  future  time  a  Divine  Perfon  Jhould  appear,  who  in  pure  love  to 
manfioidd  remove  all  darbiefsfrom  his  mind ;  and  infiruil  him  how 
to  offer  his  prayers  and  praifes  in  the  mofl  acceptable  -way  to  the 
Divine  Being.   The  fame  philofopher  afterwards  gives  the  follow- 
ing account  of  this  Divine  Teacher :  With  all  his  iliujlrhus  qualities, 
mankind  will  mtfubmit  to  him.   Nay,  they  will  ufe  him  with  every, 
indignity.    He  Jhall  be  Jcourged,  tormented,  his  eyes  burnt,  and  at 
length,  after  every  inflame  of  contumely,  hefliall  be  put  to  death. 

 See  alfo  Gilpin's  Preface  to  an  Expofition  of  the  New 
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XL  The  fucceffive  difcoveries  which  have  been 
made  in  the  arts  and  fciences,  and  which  we  who  are 
born  in  a  later  period  fee  in  their  full  extent,  (hew 
that  it  is  agreeable  to  the  analogy  of  the  divine 
government,  that  the*iinprovement  of  mankind  mould 
be  progreffive.    The  ufe  of  hieroglyphics,  the  art  of 
alphabetic  writing,  the  mariner's  compafs,  printing, 
the  extenfion  of  a  ivigatidn,  the  connexion  of  the 
new  world  with  i  he  old,  and  many  other  inftances- 
-  which  might  be  adduced,  are  now  fufficient  to  filence 
the  cavils  founded  on  the  procraftination  of  the  mifTron 
of  Jesus  Christ.    And  a  modern  enquirer  into 
the  truth  and  expediency  of  it  may  fatisfy  himfelf, 
more  completely  than  any  one  could  have  done' 
eighteen  hundred  years  ago,  that  it  was  accompliflied 
in  the  fuUnefi  of  time. 

XII.  But  the  Gofpel  difpenfation  itfelf  conrtitutes 
the  highelt  vantage  ground  of  the  moderns  with 
refpeft  to  the  evidences  of  Chriftianity.    For  by 
diffusing  juft  fentimepts  concerning  the  being,  attri- 
butes, and  moral  government  of  God,  and  the 
future  expectations  of  mankind,  it  has  gradually,  and 
almoft  imperceptibly,  given  rife  to  a  fyftem  of  na- 
tural religion,   perfectly  confonant  to  reafon,  yet 
fuch  as  unenlightened  reafon  could  not  have  difec- 
vered;  and  which,  being  in  unifon  with  revelation, 
affords  the  ftrongeft  confirmation  of  its  verity.  For 
Mr.  Locke  has  well  remarked,  "  that  every  one 
"  may  obferve  a  great  many  truths,  which  he  receives 
"  at  firft  from  others,  ajnd  readily  aflents  to  as  con- 
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"  lbnant  to  reafon,  which  he  would  have  found  it 
<c  hard,  and  perhaps  beyond  his  ftrength,  to  have 
Cf  difcovered  himfelf.  Native  and  original  truth  is 
"  not  fo  eafily  wrought  out  of  the  mine,  as  we,  who 
"  have  it  already  dug  and  falhioned  unto  our  hands, 
?  are  apt  to  imagine/'* 

I  recommend  to  your  attentive  perufalthedifcourfes 
of  Dr.  Elrington,  to  which  I  have  referred.  You 
will  find  them  perfpicuous,  elegant,  interelling,  and 
forcibly  argumentative.  The  author's  animadver- 
fions  on  Mr.  Hume  at  firft  fliocked  my  feelings  :  but 
though  I  ftill  regret  their  feverity,  I  am  compelled  to 
acquiefce  in  their  truth  and  juftice.  Amicus  Socrates, 
amicus  Plato;  fed  magis  arnica  Veritas.  With  Mr. 
Hume  I  was  perfonally  acquainted  at  Edinburgh; 
and  was  afterwards  introduced  to  his  particular  no- 
tice by  a  letter  from  Dr.  Robertfon,  the  hiftorian, 
addreiTed  to  him  during  his  refidence  at  Paris  in  1765, 
when  fecretary  to  the  Britifh  embaffy.  It  was  im- 
poffible  to  know  him,  without  admiring  his  talents 
and  various  learning,  and  loving  him  for  the  fuavity* 
of  his  manners.  As  a  polemic,  however,  I  was  then 
fully  fenfible  that  he  was  always  fubtle,  and  fome- 
times  unfair.  But /alas!  the  fame  charge  attaches, 
too  frequently,  to  controverlialifls  of  every  clafs;  and 
perhaps  this  celebrated  genius  was  led  to  incur  it  by 

*  Reafonablenefs  of  Chriftianity. 

"  Primo  incredibile  videtur  aliquid  tale  inveniri  poffe;  poftquam 
"  autem  inventum  fit,  incredibile  rurfus  videtur,  id  homines  tarn  din 
*'  fugere  potuifle."— Bacon  Nov.  Organ,  lib.  i.  aphor.  no. 
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degrees  almofl:  imperceptible  to  himfelf.  The  judi- 
cious maxim,  nullius  jurare  in  verba  magijlri,  is  con- 
ftrued  to  imply  a  bold  opposition  to  every  eftabliftied 
opinion:  and  as  there  may  be,  what  Lord  Bacon 
happily  terms,  "  a  fuperftitious  fear  of  fuperftition;" 
there  may  alfo  fubfift  a  prejudice  fo  ftrong  againft 
fuppofed  prejudice,  as  to  become,  with  literary  men, 
efpecially  of  a  metaphyseal  turn,  one  great  fource  of 
fcepticifm  and  infidelity.  The  imagination  is  ftruck 
with  novelty;  it  appears  honourable  to  Hiake  off  vul- 
gar trammels  ;  and  pride  is  gratified  by  the  triumph 
over  authority.  The  paffions  are  thus  engaged  in 
the  caufe  that  is  efpoufed,  whether  it  be  of  truth  or 
of  error;  and  even  the  Angularity  of  any  notion  or 
principle,  a  circumftance  which  ought  to  create 
doubt  and  hefitation,  tends  rather  to  ftrengthen  the 
conviction  of  its  certainty.  You  will  recollect  the 
the  celebrated  theorem  of  Mr.  Hume,  "  that  no 
"  teftimony  is  fufKcient  to  eflablifh  a  miracle,  unlefs 
"  the  teftimony  be  of  fuch  a  kind,  that  its  falfehood 
,f  would  be  more  miraculous  than  the  faft  it  endea- 
"  vours  to  eflablifh:  and  even  in  that  cafe  there  is  a 
"  mutual  deftruction  of  arguments,  and  the  fuperior 
"  only  gives  us  an  affurance,  fuitable  to  that  degree 
"  of  force  which  remains  after  deducting  the  in-* 
"  ferior."  It  appears  by  the  correfpondence  lately 
publifhed  between  Mr.  Hume  and  Dr.  Campbell, 
that  this  theorem  was  fuggefted  by  the  following 
incident:  "  I  was  walking/'  fays  Mr.  Hume,  "  in 
*'  the  cloifters  of  the  Jefuits'  college  of  La  Fleche,  (a 
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"  town  in  which  I  paffed  two  years  of  my  youth,) 
"  and  was  engaged  in  converfation  with  a  Jefuit  of 
"  fome  parts  and  learning,  who  was  relating  to  me 
"  and  urging  fome  nonfenfical  miracle  lately  per- 
"  formed  in  their  convent,  which  I  was  tempted  to 
"  difpute  with  him;  and  as  my  head  was  full  of  the 
"  topics  of  my  Treatife  upon  Human  Nature,  which 
"  I  was  at  that  time  coinpofing,  this  argument  im- 
i:  mediately  occurred  to  me,  and  I  thought  it  very 
"  much  gravelled  my  companion.  But  at  laft  he 
"  obferved  to  me,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  that  ar* 
t:  gument  to  have  any  folidity,  becaufe  it  operated 
"  equally  againft  the  Gofpel  as  the  Catholic  mi- 
"  racle;  which  obfervation  I  thought  proper  to 
"  admit  as  a  fufficient  anfwer."*  It  is  probable  that 
Mr.  Hume  had  never,  previoufly  to  this  period,  di- 
rected the  attention  of  his  mind  to  the  evidences  of 
Chriftianity,  or  he  muft  have  feen  the  fallacy  of  an 
argument,  that  admits  of  fuch  eafy  confutation.  But 
yielding  to  a  fudden  and  lively  impreffion,  his  imagi- 
nation became  fafcinated  with  it;  and  he  conceived, 
according  to  his  own  declaration,  "  that  he  had  made 
"a  difcovery,  which,  with  the  wife  and  learned, 
"  would  be  an  everlafting  check  to  all  kinds  of  fuper- 
"  flitious  delufion,  and  confequently  would  be  ufeful 
"  as  long  as  the  world  endures :  for  fo  long,  he 
"  prefumes,  will  the  accounts  of  miracles  and  pro- 
"  digies  be  found  in  all  hiftory,  facred  and  profane."* 

*  See  Preface  to  Dr.  Campbell's  Differ,  on  Miracles,  p.  2 3,  3d  edit, 
t  See  Hume's  Effay  on  Miracles,  feft.  x. 
VOL.  I.  Y 
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He  would  not,  therefore,  fuffer  himfelf  afterwards  to 
give  admiilion  to  any  reafoning  in  oppofition  to  it. 
Thus,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Blair,  he  ftates,  "  I  vvifli  for 
"  the  future,  whenever  my  good  fortune  throws  me 
"  in  your  way,  that  thefe  topics  fliould  be  forborne 
*e  between  us.  I  have  long  finee  done  with  all  en- 
c;  quiries  upon  fuch  fubjects,  and  am  become  inca- 
"  fable  of  inftruElion  ;  though  I  know  no  one  who 
"  is  more  capable  of  conveying  it  than  yourfelf."f 

Yet  Mr.  Hume  has  acknowledged,  "  that  there 
M  may  poilibly  be  miracles,  or  violations  of  the  ufual 
"  courfe  of  nature,  of  fuch  a  kind  as  to  admit  of 
*'  proof  from  human  teflimony though  he  denies  at 

t  See  Preface  to  Dr.  Campbell's  Diflertation  on  Miracles,  p. 
2  j,  third  edition. 

It  is  recorded  in  Bofwell's  Life  of  Dr.  Jobnfon,  vol.  i.  p.  470, 
that  "  Mr.  Hume  owned  to  a  clergyman,  in  the  bifhopric  of  Dur- 
"  ham,  he  had  never  read  the  New  Teftament  wkh  attention."  In 
the  fame  work,  vol.  ii.  p.  536,  the  affcrtion  is  repeated;  and  Dr. 
Johnfon  fubjoins,  "  here  then  was  a  man  who  had  been  at  no  pains 
"  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  religion;  and  who  had  continually 
"  turned  his  mind  the  other  way."1 

# 

Mr.  Hume's  fondnefs  for  his  favourite  argument  appears  in  his 
application  of  it  to  the  Poems  of  Oflian.    "  It  is  indeed  ftrange, 
"  (fays  he)  that  any  man  of  fenfe  mould  have  imagined  it  poflible,, 
"  that  above  twenty  thoufand  verfes,  along  with  numberlefs  hifto- 
f<  rical  facts,  could  have  been  preferved  by  oral  tradition,  during 
"  fifty  generations,  by  the  rudeft  perhaps  of  all  European  nations* 
"  the  moft  neceffitous,  the  moft  turbulent,  the  moft  unfetded. 
"  Where  a  fjppofition  is  fo  contrary  to  common-fenfe,  any  pofuive- 
"  evidence  of  it  ought  not  to  be  regarded.    Men  run  with  great 
"  avidity  to  give  their  evidence  in  favour  of  what  flatters  their  paL 
'  «  (ions,  and  their  natural  prejudices.    You  are,  therefore,  over  and 
n  above  indulgent  to  us  in  fpeaking  of  the  matter  with  helitation.'* 
 See  Gibbon's  Memoirs,  by  Lord  Sheffield. 
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the  fame  time,  with  forae  inconfiftency,  "  that  a 
"  miracle  can  ever  be  proved,  fo  as  to  be  the  foun- 
"  datioa  of  a  fyftem  of  religion."    "  Thus,"  fays 
he,  "  fuppofe  all  authors  in  all  languages  agree,  that 
"  from  the  ill  of  January,  1600,  there  was  a  total 
"  darknefs  over  the  earth  for  eight  days:  fuppofe 
"  that  the  tradition  of  this  extraordinary  event  is  ftill 
"  ftrong  and  lively  among  the  people;  that  all  tra- 
"  vellers,  who  return  from  foreign  countries,  bring 
"  us  account  of  the  fame  tradition,  without  the  leaffc 
"  variation  or  contradiction:  it  is  evident  that  our 
V  prefent  philofophers,  inftead  of  doubting  the  fact, 
"  ought  to  receive  it  as  certain,  and  ought  to  fearch 
"  for  the  caufes  whence  it  might  be  derived.  The 
"  decay,  corruption,  and  diffolution  of  nature  is  an, 
"  event  rendered  probable  by  fo  many  analogies, 
"  that  any  phenomenon,  which  feems  to  have  a  ten* 
"  dency  towards  that  cataftrophe,  comes  within  the 
"  reach  of  human  teftimony,  if  that  teftimony  be 
"  very  extenfive  and  uniform."*    Now  the  corrup- 
tion of  the  moral  World,  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  en- 
danger its  total  extinction,  is  an  event  at  lead  equally 
probable  with  the  cafe  put  by  Mr.  Hume,  relative  to 
the  material  world :  and  we  know,  from  the  moft 
authentic  records,  that  it  actually  took  place  at  the 
Chriftian  asra.    The  reftoration  of  mankind,  there- 
fore, might  be  confonant  to  the  order  of  the  divine 
;. government,  furnifhing  an  occafion  worthy  of  the 
interpolation  of  Providence  :  and  the  fupernatural 

*  Hume's  Eflay  on  Miracles. 
Y  2 
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powers  given  to  our  Lord  and  his  Apoftles,  the  in- 
ftruments  of  its  accomplishment,  were  fuch  as  reafon 
fully  juftifies,  becaufe  neceffary  to  excite  attention  to 
their  million,  and  to  evince  that  it  was  from  God, 
by  difplays  of  more  thap  human  agency,  accompa- 
nied with  more  than  human  wifdom  and  benevolence. 
That  we  have  no  diretl  analogy,  to  confirm  the  tefti- 
monies  adduced  of  thefe  fupernatural  manifeftations 
of  power,  cannot,  with  propriety,  be  alleged  by  Mr. 
Hume;  who  admits  that  an  inhabitant  of  Sumatra 
may  itiftly  believe  the  converfion  of  fluid  water  into 
folid  ice,  on  the  evidence  of  eye-witneffes,  though 
contrary  to  his  own  invariable  experience.    For  the 
fact  implies  that  nature  is  placed  in  a  fituation  quite 
unknown  to  him.    A  new  experiment  is  made,  with 
the  refult  of  which  he  is  perfonally  unacquainted.  If 
he,  then,  be  not  to  reject  from  ignorance  a  well-afcer- 
tained  fact,  but  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  it ;  the 
fame  conduct  is  incumbent  upon  us  refpecling  the 
origin  of  our  religion,  and  the  figns  and  wonders 
which  accompanied  its  promulgation. 

Mr.  Hume  feems  to  afcribe  belief  entirely  to  our 
experience  of  the  truth  of  the  teftimony.  But  belief 
is  a  fundamental  principle  in  human  nature,  of  the 
moft  extenfive  importance,  and  manifefts  itfelf  in  the 
earheft  periods  of  life;  being  the  neceffcry  antecedent 
to  knowledge,  which  may  ferve  either  to  confirm  or 
to  reject  it.  This  principle,  however,  (beneficial  as  its 
operation,)  is  often  degenerates  into  credulity;  and 
our  author  well  obferves,  that  "  the  wife  lend  an 
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"  academic  faith  to  every  report,  which  favours  the 
ct  paffions  of  the  reporter,  or  in  any  way  ftrikes  in 
*'  with  his  inclinations  and  propenfities.  For  fuch  a 
<c  man,  by  the  help  of  vanity  and  a  heated  imagi- 
"  nation,  may  firft  have  made  a  convert  of  himfelf; 
"  and  having  entered  ferioufly  into  the  delufion,  will 
"  not  fcruple  to  employ  pious  frauds  in  fupport  of 
"  what  he  deems  a  holy  and  meritorious  caufe."* 
But  may  not  the  fceptic  or  infidel,  on  fimilar  grounds, 
become  the  dupe  of  his  own  erroneous  zeal,  and 
conceive  it  lawful  to  propagate  his  do&rines  by  the 
arts  of  impofition  and  delufion?  The  Eflay  on  Mi- 
racles certainly  affords  ftrong  reafons  for  this  fuppo- 
fition.  Some  of  thefe  I  have  already  pointed  out; 
and  they  are  (till  more  manifefl;  in  the  hiftorical  ftate- 
ments,  by  which  the  author  has  fupported  his  far 
vourite  opinions.  I  {hall  content  myfelf  with  briefly 
fhewing  the  fallacies  of  the  firft  rafts  he  has  adduced; 
becaufe  the  books,  to  which  he  refers,  being  in  every 
library,  the  paflkges  in  queftion  may  be  confulted 
without  difficulty. 

To  fubvert  the  credit  of  the  testimonies,  brought 
in  fupport  of  the  miracles  of  Christ  and  his  Apos- 
tles, Mr.  Hume  relates,  from  Tacitus,  that  Vefpafian 
cured  a  blind  man  in  Alexandria  by  means  of  his 
fpittle,  and  one  lame  in  the  hand  by  the  touch  of 
his  foot,  in  obedience  to  a  vifion  of  the  god  Serapis, 
who  had  commanded  thofe  perfons  to  have  recourfe 
Jo  him  for  their  .cure.  In  this  ftory,  he  fays,  "  Every 

*  See  Hume's  Eflay,  vol.  ii.  p.  134. 
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"  circumftance  feems  to  add  weight  to  the  evidence; 
**  and  might  be  difplayed  at  large  with  all  the  force 
*'  of  argument  and  eloquence.  The  gravity,  folidity, 
Ct  age,  and  probity  of  Vefpafian:  the  hiftorian,  a 
*'  contemporary  writer,  noted  for  candour  and  ve- 
"  racity,  the  greatefi:  and  moll  penetrating  genius 
"  perhaps  of  all  antiquity,  and  fo  free  from  every 
&  tendency  to  credulity,  that  he  even  lies  under  the 
"  contrary  imputation  of  atheifm  and  profanenefs; 
*s  the  perfons,  from  whofe  authority  he  related  the 
f  miracle,  of  eftablilhed  character  for  judgment  and, 
ft  veracity,  as  we  may  well  prefume,  eye-witneffes 
"  of  the  fact,  and  confirming  this  teilimany  after  the 
"  Flavian  family  was  dcfpoiled  of  the  empire,  and 
*'  could  no  longer  give  any  reward  as  the  price  of  a 
"  lie:  to  which  if  we  add  the  public  nature  of  the 
*'  facts,  it  will  appear  that  no  evidence  can  well  be 
"  fuppofed  ftronger  for  fo  grofs  and  fo  palpable  a 
"  falfehood."  Suetonius,  Mr.  Hume  fubjo;ns  in  a 
note,  gives  nearly  the  fame  account  with  Tacitus,  in 
his  Life  of  Vefpafian  *  But  according  to  this  his- 
torian, Auttoritas  et  quafi  majejias  guadam,  ut  fcilicet 
inopinato  et  adhuc  novo  principi  deer  at:  hcec,  quoque 
accejfit.  The  partifans,  therefore,  who  fupported 
his  pretenfions,  availed  themfelves  of  fuch  artifices  as 
were  fuited  to  the  fuperft:tion  of  the  age  ;  and  it  is 
ev:dent,  that  Vefpafian  himfelf  was  engaged  in  the  plot 
of  impofition  ;  for  when  he  vifited  the  temple  of  Se- 
rapiSj  to  confult  that  god  concerning  the  fate  of  the 
*  Hume's  EITay,  vol.  ii.  p.  130. 
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empire,  he  commanded  all  men  to  retire,  that  he 
might,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  pretend  to  have 
feen  the  apparition  of  Bafilides,  then  confined  by 
ficknefs  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  Alexandria, 
whofe  name  and  prefence  were  to  be  alleged  as  the 
aflurance  of  divine  favour.  The  narrative  of  Ta- 
citus affords  no  reafon  even  to  conjecture  that  he 
gave  credit  to  thefe  miracles :  they  are  recorded  by 
him  as  political  occurrences  of  the  time,  without 
quoting,  as  Mr.  Hume  afferts,  the  authority  of  men 
of  eflablifoed  character  for  judgment  and  veracity r,  eye- 
witneffes,  it  may  be  prefumed,  of  the  fafl.  And  the 
two  contemporary  hiftorians,  who  have  delivered 
thefe  accounts  vary  elfentially  from  each  other:  for 
Suetonius  reprefents  that  the  limb  reftored  was  the 
leg,  and  Tacitus  the  arm ;  a  difcrepancy  which  clearly 
fliews  that  the  teftimony  could  not  have  been  commu- 
nicated by  eye-witnefles.  The  former,  alfo,  fpeaks  of 
the  perfon,  who  was  feen  by  Vefpafian  in  the  temple, 
as  a  freedman;  the  latter  as  a  grandee  of  Egypt. 

Thus  fallacious  is  Mr.  Hume's  attempt  to  give 
dignity,  folemnity,  and  ftrength  of  atteftation  to  the 
alleged  miracles  of  Vefpafian ;  which  being  fele&ed 
by  him  as  the  moll  firiking  and  authentic  in  profane 
hiftory,  we  may  regard  as  reflecting,  by  their  futility, 
additional  credit  and  luftre  on  thofe  archetypes,  of 
which  they  were  evidently  the  counterfeits. 

The  miraculous  ftory,  quoted  by  Mr.  Hume  from 
the  Memoirs  of  Cardinal  De  Retz,  and  the  accounts 
which  he  has  given  of  the  cures  wrought  at  the  tomb 
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of  Abbe  Paris,  have  been  very  ably  commented  on 
and  confuted  by  feveral  diftinguifhed  authors.*  But 
Dr.  Elrington,  I  think,  has  mod  fully  fliewn  the 
author's  fpecious  colourings  and  miftatements ;  and 
I  fliall  here  tranfcribe  the  general  conclufions  which 
he  draws  from  his  interesting  investigation  of  this 
fubjeft.  "  In  the  fmall  collection  of  only  nine  cures 
"  (performed  at  the  tomb  of  Abbe  Paris)  there 
"  is  not  one  that  pofTefTes  the  characteristics  which 
"  prove  the  interference  of  divine  power;  not  one 
"  in  which  a  diforder  clearly  beyond  the  influence 
"  of  the  imagination  was  inilantaneoufly  and  per- 
*'  'fectly  removed :  nay  more,  not  one  of  any  kind 
"  in  which  health  and  ftrength  were  completely  and 
"  at  once  reftored; — and  are  not  thefe  facts  which 
"  I  have  now  flated  decilive  of  the  diftinction  be- 
*'  tween   the  Gofpcl  miracles,  and  thofe  boafted 

wonders  which  have  been  compared  with  them  ? 
"  Do  they  not  prove  plainly  how  infinitely  difficult  it 
"  is  to  carry  on  a  pretence  to  miracles  in  fuch  a 
*'  manner  as  to  avoid  detection  ? 

"  But  do  they  not,  it  may  be  objected,  prove  alfq, 
"  how  eafily  mankind  may  be  impofed  upon,  how 
*'  little  human  testimony  deferves  to  be  relied  upon, 
tc  when  fuch  multitudes  have  folemnly  given  evidence 
"  to  fahhoods  ?  And  is  not  this  the  only  point  our  ad- 
"  verfary  undertook  to  prove?  Yes,  certainly ;  but  he 
"  has  proved  it  in  cafes  in  which  no  one  entertained 

*  Dr,  Adams,  Dr.  Douglas,  bifliop  of  Sarum,  Dr.  Campbell, 
Dr.  P  ...y,  Dr.  Elrington,  &c.  Sec. 
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<5  a  doubt  about  it.  That  where  ignorance  and  fu- 
"  perdition  have  prevailed ;  where  interefl:  excites  to 
"  deceit,  and  power  protects  it  from  detection  where 
«  few  are  willing  to  doubt,  and  where  none  can  with 
«  fafety  enquire;  inftances  may  occur  in  which  the 
"  artifices  of  men,  who  took  advantage  of  thefe  cir- 
"  cumftances,  have  fuccefsfully  impofed  upon  the 
"  multitude,  needs  not  any  laboured  argument  to 
"  prove.  But  how  is  Chriftianity  affected  by  this? 
"  If  an  inftance  were  produced  in  which  miracles 
"  were  fuccefsfully  pretended  to  among  fuch  a  peo- 
"  pie  as  I  have  defcribed,  by  perfons  adverfe  to  their 
"  fuperftitions,  we  then  might  admit  the  objection 
"  to  have  weight. 

«'  Inftead,  therefore,  of  the  evidences  of  Chrifti- 
«  anity  being  weakened  by  the  numerous  hiftories  of 
"  miracles  which  are  boafted  by  the  votaries  of  every 
"  religion,  they  are  in  fact  confirmed  by  them.  For 
"  amongft  all  thofe  hiftories,  not  one  can  be  pro- 
«  duced  which  does  not  differ  from  the  narrative  of 
tf  the  Gofpels  in  circumftances  of  the  moll  decifive 
"  importance,  in  the  nature  of -the  evidence  by  which 
"  it  is  fupported,  or  of  the  fafts  it  relates.    If,  there. 
ec  fore,  we  make  experience  the  rule  by  which  we 
"  judge,  we  fliall  pronounce  without  hefitation  that 
"  fome  caufe  more  than  human  operated  at  the  pro- 
"  mulgation  of  our  religion;  for  what  art  is  capable 
"  of  effecting  has  been  in  innumerable  inftances  tried, 
tc  and  yet  never  have  the  events  which  accompanied 
<£  that  promulgation  been  imitated  with  fuccefs. 
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<  Detected  in  their  infancy,  or  gradually  fznking  into 
"  oblivion,  the  counfels  and  the  works  of  men  have 
been  brought  to  nought  j  whilfi:  the  failure  of  every 
attempt  which  has  been  made  againft  Chriftianity, 
proves  that  they  who  oppofe  it  contend  atrainft 
"  God."* 

I  have  dwelt  long  on  Mr.  Hume's  Effay  concerning 
Miracles,  becaufe  I  well  know  the  impreffion  which  it 
makes  on  the  minds  of  young  perfonsj  and  recollect 
that  at  an  early  period  of  my  own  life,  it  daggered  for 
a  while  my  faith  in  Chriftianity.    Indeed  the  influ- 
ence which  this  pleafmg  and  ingenious  writer  has  had 
over  the  opinions  of  mankind,  not  only  on  fubje&sof 
religion,  but  of  ethics  and  politics,  has  been  extenfive 
in  a  very  remarkable  degree.    His  principle  of  utility, 
which  he  makes  the  rule  of  moral  duty,  has  obtained 
almolt  univerfal  currency :  firft  as  enforced  by  himfelf ; 
then  as  fanfHoned,  though  on  different  grounds,  by 
Dr.  Paley,  under  the  denomination  of  expediency  ; 
and  afterwards  as  enlarged,  and  carried  to  all  its  ex- 
travagant  and  injurious  confequences  by  Mr.  Godwin, 
in  his  Enquiry  into  Jujtice.\    The  HiMory  of  Eng. 
land  by  Mr.  Hume  is  fo  interefting,  philofophical, 
and  infh-uaive,  that  it  has  nearly  fuperfeded  every 

*  See  Elrington's  Sermons,  p.  341. 

t  The  principle  of  general  expediency,  as  the  ftandard  of  mora- 
lity,  has  been  admirably  inveftigated  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Gifborne, 
M.  A.  whom  I  cannot  mention  but  in  terms  of  the  moft  cordial 
efteem,  refpeel,  and  friend/hip.  His  work  is  a  model  of  contro- 
verfy ;  being  at  once  diftinguifhed  for  candour,  liberality,  and  force 
of  argument.   See  Principles  of  Moral  Philofophy,  4th  edit.  1 798. 
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■  other;  and  has  effected  a  confiderable  change  in  the 
public  mind,  with  refpect  to  various  conftitutional 
points  of  great  importance.    Yet  this  work  has  been 
flieWn  to  abound  in  prejudiced  and  partial  repre- 
fentations.*    It  fyflematically  exaggerates  the  oppref- 
five  government  of  the  Tudors,  to  extenuate  the 
arbitrary  conduct  of  the  Stuarts.    And  fuch  is  the 
attachment  of  the  author  to  his  political  hypothefis, 
that  in  the  Memoirs  of  his  own  Life,  he  thus  ex- 
preffes  himfelf :  "  I  was  fo  little  inclined  to  yield  to 
"  the  fenfelefs  clamour  of  the  Whigs,  that  in  above 
«<  a  hundred  alterations,  which  farther  ftudy,  read- 
"  ing,  or  reflexion  engaged  me  to  make  in  the  reigns 
"  of  the  two  firft  Stuarts,  I  have  made  all  of  them 
«  invariably  to  the  Tory  fide."    This  faft  marks  a 
pertinacious  adherence  to  his  prepoffeffions :  for  it 
is  almoft  morally  impoffible,  aauated  as  he  was  by 
the  fpirit  of  party,  that  all  his  miftakes  fliould  have 
been  confined  to  one  fide  of  a  difputed  queftion  5  or 
have  proved  uniformly  unjuft  to  the  caufe  he  fo 
warmly  efpoufed. 

The  maxim  of  Cicero,  "  quis  ncfcit  primam  effe 
«4  hiftoria  legem,  ne  quid  falft  dicere  audeat,  deinde 
£C  ne  quid  vifl  non  audeat"i  is  applicable  to  the 
polemic  no  lefs  than  to  the  hiftorian.  But  in  the 
inveftigation  or  delivery  of  religious  truth,  though  we 
ought  to  diveft  ourfelves  as  much  as  poffible  of  every 
prepoffeffion,  it  is  furely  a  reafonable  deference  to  the 

*  See  Towers's  Remarks  on  Hume's  Hiftory 
f  Cicero  de  Oratore,  lib.  ii. 
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judgment  of  the  public,  concerning  any  opinion  or 
doctrine,  that  we  fhould  firft  examine  with  fairnefs 
and  attention  the  arguments  m  its  defence,  before  we 
fet  ourfelves  in  hoftile  oppofition  to  it,  or  openly  and 
boldly  declare  our  full  conviction  of  its  falfhood.* 
The  fincere  lover  of  truth  will  purfue  it  with  diligence, 
fteadinefs,  impartiality,  and  zeal  tempered  with  mo. 
deration.    He  will  adopt  it  with  modefty,  with 
a  due  fenfe  of  the  imperfection  of  his  own  judgment, 
and  with  unfeigned  candour  towards  thofe  who 
differ  from  him.    He  will  communicate  it  without 
arrogance,  and  with  that  fuavity  which  an  earned 
defire  to  infure  its  favourable  reception  ought  to 
dictate;  whilft  at  the  fame  time  he  will  maintain  it 
with  all  the  firmnefs  which  fincere  belief  infpires  and 
juflifies.    Bifliop  Hoadley,  in  his  Life  of  Dr.  Clarke, 
when  he  recites  the  difpute  which  fubfirted  between 
that  excellent  divine  and  Dr.  Waterland,  on  the 
fubject  of  the  Trinity,  juflly  obferves,  "  that  fince  meii 
"  of  fuch  thought  and  fuch  learning  have  fhewn  the 
"  world,  in  their  example,  how  widely  the  mod  honeft 
"  enquirers  after  truth  may  differ  upon  fuch  fubjects  -t 
H  it  Ihould,  methinks,  abate  our  mutual  cenfures,  and 
"  a  little  take  off  from  our  pofitivenefs  about  the  ne- 
"  ceffity  of  explaining  in  this  or  that  one  determinate 
"  fenfe  the  ancient  paffages  relating  to  points  "of  fo 
"  fublime  a  nature. "f    The  acrimony  manifefled 
concerning  fubjects  of  more  direct  importance  to  the 

* ,  See  the  Author's  Moral  and  Literary  Diflertations 
1  See  Bifliop  HoadJey's  Account  of  the  Life  of  Dr.  Clarke,  p.  26. 
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virtue  and  happinefs  of  mankind  would  be  greatly- 
mollified,  were  we  to  confider  that  the  Deity  equally 
fuperintends  the  moral,  intellectual,  and  phyfical 
world;  and  that  He  uniformly  educes  good  from  evil 
through  the  whole  extent  of  his  wife  and  benevolent 
adminiftration.    We  mould  thus  learn  to  view  error, 
not  indeed  with  indifference,  but  without  malignity, 
as  being  the  necenary  precurfor  of  truth.  Lord 
Verulam  has  obferved,  "  that  even  the  fchool  which 
"  is  mod  accufed  of  atheifm,  doth  moll  demonflrate 
"  religion;  that  is  the  fchool  of  Leucippus,  and 
"  Democritus,  and  Epicurus."    Infidelity  itfelf  we 
might  thus  regard  as  capable  of  becoming  ultimately 
the  handmaid  to  Chriftianity,  according  to  the  opi- 
nion of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  by  extinguishing  the  fpirit 
of  fuperflition  and  perfecution,  and  furnifliing  the 
means  of  re-eftablifliing  the  Gofpel  inftitution  in  its 
original  beauty,  fimplicity,  and  purity.* 

If  you  engage  in  theological  controverfy,  I  truft 
you  will  never  arrogate  even  the  appearance  of  a  claim 
to  prefide  over  confcience,  however  erroneous  it  may- 
be; or  afTume  any  authority  in  fpiritual  matters,  but 
what  ariles  from  the  perfuaiive  influence  of  fuperior 
reafon.  A  clergyman  has  peculiar  motives  to  fet  a 
guard  upon  his  prejudices  and  his  paffions :  for  having 
ftrong  profeffional  interefts  and  obligations,  he  is  not 
only  liable  to  be  biafTed,  but  unavoidably  fubje&ed  to 

*  This  obfervation  of  Sir  I.  N:wton  was  made  to  Dr.  Samuel 
Clarke,  and  communicated  to  him  by  Mr.  Whifton,  who  has  related 
it  in  his  Effay  on  the  Revelations,  p.  fecondedit. 
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the  fufpicion  of  being  governed  by  them.    It  behoves 
him,  therefore,  to  provoke  no  man  to  wrath  by  his 
mode  of  difputation;  but  to  conciliate  good-will,  by 
ciifplaying  the  benignity  and  gentlenefs  of  Chriftian 
toleration.    I  fhall  conclude  with  the  fage  remarks 
of  Lord  Verulam:  "  Men  ought  to  take  heed  of 
"  rending  God's  church  by  two  kinds  of  controver- 
"  fies :  the  one  is,  when  the  matter  of  the  point  con- 
"  troverted  is  too  fmall  and  light,  not  worth  the  heat 
"  and  ftrife  about  it,  kindled  only  by  contradiction  < 
"  the  other  is,  when  the  matter  of  the  point  contro^ 
"  verted  is  great,  but  is  driven  to  an  over-great  fub- 
"  tilty  and  obfcurity,  fo  that  it  becometh  a  thing 
"  rather  ingenious  than  fubftantial.    A  man  that  is 
M  of  judgment  and  underftanding  {hall  fometimes  hear 
"  ignorant  men  differ,  and  know  well  within  himfelf 
"  that  thofe  which  fo  differ  mean  one  thing,  and  yet 
"  they  themfelves  would  never  agree.    And  if  it  fo 
"  come  to  pafs,  in  that  diftance  of  judgment  which  is 
"  between  man  and  man;  fliall  we  not  think  that  Goi> 
"  above,  that  knows  the  heart,  doth  not  difcern  that 
*'  trail  men  in  fome  of  their  contradictions  intend  the 
"  fame  thing,  and  accepteth  of  both  ?"* 

COMMUNICATION  TO  TIIE  SAME* 
Particular  Providence. — Prayer. 

AT  your  late  illnefs  has  increafed  your  conviction1 
of  a  governing  Providence,  is  the  falutary  and  natural 
influence  of  fuch  djfpenfations.    They  excite  our 
*  See  Bacon's  EJTay  on  Unity  in  Religion. 
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ferious  attention;  they  evince  our  entire  dependence 
upon  God  ;  they  call  forth  latent  principles  of  duty 
and  refignation;  and  they  infpire  us  with  cordial 
gratitude  for  bleffings  we  formerly  overlooked,  and 
for  the  removal  of  evils,  the  preflure  of  which  we 
have  been  taught  to  feel  from  painful  experience.  In 
iuch  operations,  however,  we  ought  not  to  prefume 
that  there  is  any  partial  interpofition  of  the  Deity  in 
our  favour  :  it  is  a  fufficient  privilege  and  comfort, 
that  we  are  each  of  us  the  objefts  of  his  guardian 
care  and  unceafing  protettion;  that  He  loves  and 
pities  us  as  a  father  loves  and  pities  his  children ;  and 
that  it  accords  perfectly  with  the  general  conftitution 
of  things  to  educe  health  from  ficknefs,  and  moral 
benefit  from  corporeal  fuiferings. 

I  am  doubtful,  but  would  exprefs  my  doubts  with 
reverence  and  humility,  whether  on  any  occafion  it 
can  be  fuppofed,  that  God  fufpends  or  changes  that 
order,  which  his  fovereign  power  and  unerring  wis- 
dom have  eftablifhed  in  his  creation.  Yet  as  moral 
and  natural  caufes  reciprocally  influence  each  other, 
it  may  be  conformable  to  this  order  that  the  former 
fbould  be  adapted  to  the  latter,  fo  as  to  produce  by 
their  combination  thofe  great  and  important  events, 
which  many  writers  have  denominated  particular  pro- 
vidences.  Thus,  when  the  Prince  of  Orange  efcaped 
King  James's  fleet,  and  landed  his  troops  in  England, 
by  a  fudden  and  favourable  change  of  the  wind,  the 
change,  I  conceive,  took  place  according  to  the-ufual 
courfe  of  nature \  but  that  the  revolution  to  be  ac- 
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compliflied  was  included  in  the  fcherae  of  divine  admi- 
niftration,  and  every  agent  employed  in  it  executed  his 
province  in  the  mode  and  precifely  in  the  time  known 
to  the  Deity  to  coincide  with  the  variations  produced 
by  the  ordinary  operations  of  nature,  in  the  motions  of 
the  atmofphere.  Nor  does  this  explanatio  1  involve 
in  it  the  doctrine  of  fatalifm :  for  the  prefcience  of  the 
Deity  has  no  more  influence  over  the  operations  of 
the  human  mind,  than  our  knowledge  of  the  uniform 
laws  of  nature  affetts  the  divine  direction  of  the 
motions  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  or  the  flux  and  reflux 
of  the  tides.  The  knowledge  of  what  is  to  come, 
abflracledly  confidered,  is  as  devoid  of  energy  as  that 
of  the  events  that  are  pafh* 

But  particular  changes  in  the  ftate  of  things  may, 
according  to  the  immutable  laws  of  God,  be  the 
refult  of  concomitant  changes.  A  fick  man  labouring 
under  pain  of  the  head,  oppreflion  of  the  pracordia, 
and  all  the  anxieties  of  hypochondriacifm,  may,  by  a 
vigorous  and  virtuous  effort  of  his  mind,  evinced 
perhaps  by  lbme  pious  expreflion  or  ejaculation,  derive 
almoft  inftantaneous  alleviation  of  his  fufferings  ;  for 
the  Mate  of  the  nervous  fyftem  often  undergoes  hid- 
den changes  from  mental  impreflions.    Under  fuck 

*  "  The  knowledge  of  God,"  fays  Archbifhop  .King,  «  is  very 
"  different  from  the  knowledge  of  man,  which  implies  fuccej/ion, 
"  and  feeing  objects  one  after  another:  but  the  exiftence  of  theat- 
**  tributes  of  the  Deity  can  have  no  relation  to  time;  for  all  things, 
"  paft,  prcfeat,  and  to  come,  are  all  at  once  prefent  to  the  Divine 
f  JJdind." 

"  He  fills  his  own  eternal  now  ; 

■"  And  fees  our  ages  wafte."  Watts. 
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circumftances  the  happy  patient  will  exult  in  the 
goodnefs  of  his  God,  who  has  thus  kindly  liftened 
to  the  fervour  of  his  prayers.  And  he  may  juftly 
indulge  his  gratitude;  for  it  is  to  the  goodnefs  of 
God  that  we  are  indebted  for  a  conftitution  fo  fa- 
vourable to  our  improvement  in  that  virtue,  which 
is  eflential  to  true  felicity.  In  this  fenfe  we  may 
properly  explain  thofe  afTurances  in  fcripture,  "  AJk7 
"and  it  Jloall  be  given ;  feek>  sand  you  Jhall  findy 
"  knock,  and  it  foall  be  opened  unto  you." 

There  are  few  perfons,  fufficiently  advanced  in 
years,  who  have  not  experienced  efcapes  from  immi- 
nent danger,  and  converfions  of  great  apparent  evils 
into  unexpe&ed  good.  I  mall  briefly  mention  two 
occurrences  of  this  nature  in  my  own  life,  which  now 
prefent  themfelves  to  my  recolle&ion.  Some  time 
ago  I  had  a  profeffional  vifit  to  make  to  a  lady,  who 
refided  a  few  miles  from  Manchefter.  I  called  upon 
a  medical  friend,  who  was  to  accompany  me.  Juft 
as  he  was  ftepping  into  my  carriage,  a  gentleman 
accofted  him,  and  detained  him  in  converfation  about 
two  minutes.  •  We  then  proceeded ;  and  on  ap- 
proaching the  bridge  which  had  been  recently  ere&ed 
over  the  river  Irwell,  we  heard  a  dreadful  cram,  pro- 
ceeding from  the  fall  of  the  central  arch.  Had  we 
not  been  interrupted  in  our  courfe,  by  the  feemingly 
cafual  circumftance  of  my  companion's  converfation 
with  the  gentleman  who  accofted  him,  we  mould  pro- 
bably have  reached  the  bridge,  and  been  buried  in 
its  ruins.    This  was,  doubtlefs,  an  occafion  for  warm 

VOL.  I.  Z 
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emotions  of  gratitude  to  Heaven ;  but  it  would  be  pre- 
furaption  to  afcribe  the  event  to  a  particular  Provi- 
dence, or  Divine  interpofition.  1  was  fitting,  when 

a  boy,  on  the  margin  of  a  very  deep  pond,  engaged 
in  filhing.  By  the  aft  of  pulling  out  my  watch  I 
loft  my  balance ;  and  the  (tool  on  which  I  was  placed 
having  only  three  legs,  I  was  precipitated  headlong 
into  the  pond.  How  I  efcaped  from  drowning  is 
inexplicable;  for  I  could  not  then  fwim,  and  had  no 
afliftance.  But  the  effect  of  the  accident  was  highly 
falutary;  for  it  was  fucceeded  by  a  fevere  bilious 
vomiting,  which  cured  me  of  a  hectic  fever  and 
marafmus,  likely  to  prove  fatal  to  me.  In  both  thefe 
cafes  the  order  of  nature  remained  unchanged,  and 
effects  followed  invariably  their  precife  caufes;  yet 
the  order  itfelf  was  to  me  benign  and  merciful,  and 

the  proper  ground  of  thankfulnefs  and  praife.  In 

the  conclufion  which  my  much-refpecled  friend  Dr. 
Beattie  draws  from  the  following  extraordinary  fa&, 
I  cannot  acquiefce.  *c  As  a  gentleman  was  walkin 
"  acrofs  the  Dee,  a  few  miles  from  Aberdeen,  win 
M  it  was  frozen,  the  ice  gave  way  in  the  middle  o 
*c  the  river,  and  down  he  funk;  but  kept  himfelf 
"  from  being  carried  away  in  the  current,  by  grafp- 
"  ing  his  gun  which  had  fallen  athwart  the  opening. 
,  "  A  dog,  who  attended  him,  after  many  fruitlefs  at- 
tempts  to  refcue  his  mafler,  ran  to  a  neighbouring 
"  village,  and  took  hold  of  the  coat  of  the  iirft  perfo 
"  he  met.  The  man  was  akrmed,  and  would  hav 
"  difengaged  himfelf :  but  the  dog  regarded  him  wit 
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"  a  look  fo  kind  and  fo  fignificant,  and  endeavoured 
"  to  pull  him  along  with  fo  gentle  a  violence,  that  he 
"  began  to  think  there  might  befomething  extraor- 
"  dinary  in  the  cafe,  and  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  con- 
"  dueled  by  the  animal;  who  brought  him  to  his 
"  matter  in  time  to  fave  his  life.    Was  there  not 
' "  here  both  memory  and  recollection,  guided  by 
"  experience,  and  by  what  in  a  human  creature  we 
<c  mould  not  fcruple  to  call  good  fenfe?    No:  rather 
"let  us  fay  that  here  was  an  interpofition  of  Heaven  ; 
"  who,  having  thought  fit  to  employ  the  animal  as 
' "  an  inflrument  of  this  deliverance,  was  pleafed  to 
'  *'  qualify  him  for  it  by  a  fupernatural  impulfe.  Here 
' "  certainly  was  an  event  fo  uncommon,  that  from 
the  known  qualities  of  a  dog  no  perfon  would  have 
*"  expefted  it;  and  I  know  not  whether  this  animal 
,<{  ever  gave  proof  of  extraordinary  fagacity  in  any 
other  inftance.    N.  B.  The  perfon  thus  preferved, 
whofename  was  Irvine,  died  about  the  year  1778. 
His  ftory  has  been  much  talked  of  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood.    I  give  it  as  it  was  told  by  himfelf  to  a 
relation  of  his,  a  gentleman  of  honour  and  learn- 
iCC  ing,  and  my  particular  friend;  from  whom  I  had  it, 
':t  and  who  read  and  approved  of  this  account  before 
l"  it  went  to  prefs."* 

That  in  this  narrative  there  may  fubfift  fome  fallacy, 
hotwithftanding  the  care  taken  to  fubftantiate  all  the 
:ircumh:ances  of  it,  many  will  fuppofe,  who  know 
low  ftrongly  the  love  of  the  marvellous  is  imprelTed 
*  See  Beanie's  Diffcrtations  Moral  and  Critical,  p.  63, 4to. 
Z  2 
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on  the  human  mind.  But  allowing  the  whole  rela- 
tion to  be  true,  I  (hould  fay  with  the  poet,  (hall  we 

«  Of  God  as  of  each  other  deem, 

"  Or  his  invariable  acts  deduce 

"  From  fudden  counfels  tranfient  as  our  own  : 

•  "  Nor  farther  of  his  bounty,  than  die  event 

"  Which  haply  meets  our  loud  and  eager  prayer, 
"  Acknowledge;  nor,  beyond  the  drop  minute 
«  Which  haply  we  have  tafted,  heed  the  fource 
"  That  flows  for  all,  the  fountain  of  his  love  ?"* 

Such  ware  the  fentiments  which  I  entertained  con- 
cerning a  particular  Providence,  when  the  foregoing 
,  communication  was  tranfmitted  (in  1793)  to  my  fon 
at  St.  Peterfburgh.    But  on  a  careful  revifion  of 
what  was  then  advanced,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
my  views  of  this  important  doctrine  were  too  limited 
to  be  ftrictly  confonant  either  to  the  hiftorical  facts, 
or  the  reprefentations  and  injunctions  relative  to 
prayer  contained  in  the  facred  fcriptures.    And  if  we 
admit  the  truth  of  revelation,  the  evidence  which' it 
delivers  of  the  fpecial  interpofttion  of  God  in  the  phy- 
fical  and  moral  government  of  the  world,  mult  be 
deemed  decifive.    Inftead  therefore  of  involving  our- 
felves  in  the  mazes  of  metaphyseal  fubtilty,  let  us 
direct:  our  attention  to  the  foundation  of  that  inter- 
courfe  with  the  Deity,  which  is  at  once  the  moft  in- 
terefting  duty  and  the  noblefl  privilege  of  our  nature. 

We  are  taught,  that  he  who  cornet h  to  God  muji 
believe  that  He  is,  and  that  He  is  a  rezvardcr  of  them 
who  diligently  feek  him :  that  in  Him  we  live,  and 

*  Akenfide's  Pleafures  of  Imagination,  book  ii.  new  part,  1.  »i5- 
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move,  and  have  our  being :  that  as  a  father  pitieth  his 
children,  fo  the  Lord  pitieth  them  that  fear  him :  that 
if  we,  being  evil,  know  how  to  give  good  gifts  to  our 
children,  how  much  more  Jhall  our  Father  which  is  in 
heaven  give  good  things  to  them  that  afk  him.  For 
this  thing,  fays  St.  Paul,  /  befought  the  Lord  thrice 
that  it  might  depart  from  me  :  and  our  Saviour  is  re- 
corded to  have  prayed  the  third  time,  faying  the  fame 
words,  0!  my  Father,  if  it  be  pojjible,  let  this  cup 
pafs  from  me :  neverthelefs,  not  as  I  will,  but  as  thou, 
wilt.  Indeed  the  form  of  devotion  which  Christ 
recommended  to  his  difciples,  affords  the  clearefi: 
proof  that  he  regarded  prayer  as  an  acceptable  and 
efficacious  act.  Nor  is  this  fuppofition  inconfiftent 
with  that  immutability  of  the  divine  attributes,  which 
is  effential  to  their  nature  and  perfection.  The  wis- 
dom, benevolence,  and  juftice  of  the  Deity  are  the 
fame  yeflerday,  to-day,  and  for  ever.  But  this  un- 
chaugeablenefs  implies  that  in  their  exercife  they  are 
always  accommodated  to  the  pureft  rectitude,  and  to  ' 
the  greatefl  fum  of  felicity :  and  thus  a  providence 
is  eflablifhed,  which  difcriminates  between  the  virtu- 
ous and  the  vicious;  which  adapts  the  propereft 
means  to  the  accomplilhment  of  the  befl:  ends,  and 
regulates  all  things  fo  as  to  work  together  for  the 
highefl:  good.  To  this  fuperintending  direction  a 
pious  Chriftian  will  lookup, with  humble  confidence, 
for  eafe  under  fuffering,  for  protection  in  danger,  and 
confolation  in  forrow.  If  prayer  were  not  enjoined 
as  a  duty,  he  would  inflinctively  perform  it  as  a  refuge 
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for  human  infirmity :  and  he  may  reafonably  pre. 
fume  that  fuch  filial  dependence  will  be  indulgently 
accepted  by  his  heavenly  Father,  who  in  his  divine 
adminiftration  is  characterized  as  being  ever  ready  to 
bind  up  the  broken  in  heart,  to  heal  the  wounded  fpiritx 
and  to  give  good  gifts  to  them  that  worthily  ajk  him. 


COMMUNICATIONS  TO  THE  SAME,  1 
Education,  Public  and  Private. 

I  Regret  our  difference  of  opinion  on  the  fubjeft  of 
education,  but  am  happy  to  find  you  fo  fteadily  and 
affe&ionately  interefted  in  the  tuition  of  your  two 
younger  brothers.    In  your  cafe  formerly,  (and  theirs 
is  now  nearly  the  fame,)  I  am  perfuaded  that  a  large 
public  fchool  would  have  proved  injurious  to  your 
health,  happinefs,  and  improvement.     It  becomes 
you  therefore  to  appreciate  duly  the  benefits  you 
enjoyed  in  thofe  feveral  points,  from  the  inftructions 
of  a  matter  peculiarly  gifted  with  a  knowledge  of  the 
juvenile  character;  mild  and  affectionate  in  his  man- 
ners, yet  firm  and  fteady  in  his  conduct,  and  more 
than  ordinarily  Jkilful  in  exercifing  and  varying  the 
direction  of  the  mental  powers.    Your  companions, 
alfo,  were  thofe  who  were  likely  in  future  to  enter 
with  you  into  the  active  fcenes  of  life;  whofe  interefts 
and  purfuits  were  to  be  connected  with  your  own, 
.  and  with  whom  it  was,  confequently,  of  the  mod 
importance  to  form  early  habitudes  of  familiarity  and 
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frieudfhip.    They  were  in  number  fufficient  for  all 
the  purpofes  of  emulation  and  competition,  of  pas- 
time and  agility:  and  it  fortunately  happened  that 
they  were  in  general  boys  of  vivacity,  genius,  and 
good  difpofitions.    You  will  permit  me,  I  truft,  to 
add,  what  in  the  retrofpect  will  ever  afford  me 
confcious  fatisfaction,  that  with  fcholaflic  tuition,  pa- 
ternal and  maternal  inftruction,  a  watchful  guard  over 
all  your  words  aud  actions,  an  inftant  correction  of 
every  inordinate  paflion,  and  a  folicitude  for  fimpli- 
city,  purity,  and  rectitude,  in  the  inmofl  receflfes  of 
your  heart  were  affiduoufly  combined.    If  you  have 
done  juflice,  as  I  hope  and  indeed  am  confident  you 
have,  to  the  culture  beftowed  upon  you  in  the  ftage 
of  life  to  which  I  refer,  I  may  without  prefumption 
affert,  that  your  attainments  are  far  fuperior  to  what 
you  would  have  made,  with  your  confutation  of  mind, 
either  at  Eton  or  Weftminfter.    In  thofe  feminaries 
you  might  have  acquired  certain  exterior  accomplifh- 
ments,  of  which  you  now  perhaps  feel  the  want:  but 
human  worth  is  to  be  eftimated  by  moral  and  intel- 
lectual endowments,  which  uiay  fubfifl  in  a  high  de- 
gree, though  concealed  by  modefty  from  the  notice  of 
the  world.    You  urge  that  virtue  confifts  in  action; 
and  that  whatever  incites  to  action  is  favourable  to  it. 
Virtue  confifts  in  rectitude  of  conduct,  flowing  from 
rectitude  of  principle.    It  is  the  habitual  exertions  of 
.  a  mind  imprelfed  with  the  love  of  goodnefs,  confciousi 
of  the  force  of  moral  obligation,  and  fitted  for  the 
.pafftve  no  lefs  than  the  active  duties  of  life.  Wo 
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mud  look  for  it  not  merely  in  external  conduct,  but 
in  the  motives  which  govern  it;  and  efpecially  in  thai 
difcipline  of  the  heart,  which  operates  in  fecret  as 
well  as  in  public,  and  forms  the  true  conftituent  of 
all  that  is  amiable,  as  well  as  dignified,  in  the  human 
character.    Actions  may  be  ufeful  or  fplendid,  yet 
devoid  of  moral  worth,  becaufe  proceeding  from  fel- 
flfhnefs,  pride,  inordinate  ambition,  or  vain-glory. 
In  early  education,  the  ftrifteft  attention  is  required 
to  the  eftabliihment  of  right  principles,  which  may 
be  confidered  at  that  period  as  the  elements  of  virtue. 
But  in  a  public  feminary  this  can  form  no  part  of  the 
fyftem  which  is  regularly  purfued:  and  the  juvenile 
mind  mud  be  left,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  its  antece- 
dent propenfities  and  habits ;  or  committed  to  the 
cafual  operation  of  fchool  fociety,  in  which  the  for- 
ward  and  corrupt  pollers  more  influence  than  the 
modeft  and  the  good. 

"  Now  look  on  him  wh->fe  very  voice  in  tone 

"  Juft  echoes  chine,  whofe  features  are  thine  own, 

v  And  ftroke  his  polifh'd  cheek,  of  pitreft  red, 

«'  And  lay  thine  hand  upon  his  flaxen  head, 

"  And  fay,  my  boy,  th'  unwelcome  hour  is  come, 

"  When  thou,  tranfplanced  from  thy  genial  home, 

91  Muft  find  a  colder  foil,  and  bleaker  air, 

"  And  truft  for  fafety  to  a  ftranger's  care; 

<<  What  character,  what  turn  thou  wilt  afl'ume 

*'  From  conftant  converfe  with  I  know  net  whom ; 

"  Who  there  will  court  thy  friendlhip,  with  what  views, 

*'  And,  artlefs-as  thou  art,  whom  thou  wilt  choofe; 

"  Though  much  depends  on  what  thy  choice  mall  be, 

"  U  all  chance  medley,  and  unknown  to  me. 

f<  Can't*  thou,  the  tear  juft  trembling  on  thy  lids, 

"  And  v,  hile  the  dreadful  rifque  forefeen  forbids, 
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«<  Free  too,  and  under  no  containing  force, 
"  Unlefs  the  fway  of  cuftom  warp  thy  courfe, 
"  Lay  fuch  a  flake  upon  the  lofing  fide, 
"  Merely  to  gratify  fo  blind  a  guide? 

"  Tis  not  enough  that  Greek  or  Roman  page, 
<<  At  Rated  hours,  his  freakifli  thoughts  engage; 
'    "  E'en  in 'his  paftimes  he  requires  a  friend 
f  To  warn,  and  teach  him  fafely  to  unbend; 
"  O'er  all  his  pleafures  gently  to  prefide, 
"  Watch  his  emotions,  and  contiroul  their  tide;  ' 
««  And,  levying  thus,  and  with  an  eafy  fway, 
«  A  tax  of  profit  from  his  very  play, 
"  T'  imprefs  a  value,  not  to  be  eras'd, 
"  On  moments  fquander'd  elfe,  and  running  all  to  wafte. 
"  And  feems  it  nothing.in  a  father's  eye, 
**  That  unimprov'd  thofe  many  moments  fly? 
*<  And  is  he  well  content  his  fon  Ihould  find  "I 
"  No  nourilhment  to  feed  his  growing  mind,  V 
"  But  conjugated  verbs,  and  nouns  declin'd?*  J 

In  Cowper's  Tirocinium,  from  which  thefe  lines  are 
extracted,  you  will  find  many  excellent  obfervations 
worthy  of  your  ferious  attention.  1  would  recommend 
alfo  to  your  re-perufal  the  admirable  view  which 
our  friend  Dr.  Barnes  has  given,  in  the  Manchefter 
Society's  Memoirs,  of  the  comparative  arguments  in 
favour  of  public  and  private  education.!  The  fubjea 
Indeed  is  deeply  interefting,  as  it  involves  not  only 
practical  truth,  but  moral  feelings,  which  have  a  dired 
reference  to  you  as  a  fon,  and  to  me  as  a  father.  In 
yourprefent  fituation,  it  muft  occafionally  fall  to  your 
lot  to  be  confulted  on  the  defignation  of  young  men; 

*  Cowper's  P,oems, vol.  ii.  p.  325  and  337. 
f  See  Memoirs  of  the  Literary  and  Philofophical  Society  of 
Manchefter,  vol.  ii.  p.  1. 
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and  it  behoves  you  to  be  qualified  to  offer  advice, 
with  a  well-grounded  confidence  in  the  reftitude  of 
your  judgment.    The  acquifitidn  of  health,  ftrength, 
knowledge,  virtue,  and  happinefs,  conftitutes  the  pri- 
mary end  of  all  fcholaftic  inflictions;  and  that  fyftem 
of  difcipline  and  inftruftion  may  be  regarded  as  the 
belt,  which  moft  completely  enfures  thefe  attainments, 
with  the  feweft  exceptions,  and  in  the  greateft  variety 
of  cafes.    I  have  long  confidered  large  public  fchools 
as  lotteries,  furnilhing  feme  dazzling  prizes,  but  at- 
tended with  general  lofs.    The  reafon  of  this  feems 
to  be,  that  youths  who  poffefs  great  ambition,  united 
with  great  talents,  experience  in  fuch  fchools  very 
powerful  incentives  to  extraordinary  exertions  in  the 
future  profpefts  and  dignified  witneffes  which  they 
afford,  circumftances  depreffing  to  thofe  of  a  different 
turn  of  mind.    Whereas  private  fchools  cherifh  mo- 
derate emulation,  encourage  mediocrity  of  talents, 
and  thus  are  better  fitted  to  exercife  and  improve  the 
general  fcale  of  human  intellect.    I  conceive,  it  will 
be  found,  that  of  the  number  of  men  who  have  dis- 
tinguiflied  themfelves  in  the  different  walks  of  fcience, 
the  Jargeft  proportion  confifts  of  thofe  who  have  been 
educated  in  private,  or  the  lefs  public  fe.ninaries.  I 
could  give  a  long  lift  of  names  in  proof  of  this  pofi- 
tion,  bin  fihall  content  myfelf  with  mentioning  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton,  Mr.  Locke,  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  Mr.  Pope, 
Dr.  Warburton,  Dr.  Middleton,  Mr.  James  Harris, 
and  the  Lord- Chancellor  Hardwicke.    Grotius,  in  a 
letter  to  Ifaac  Voliius,  Mates  his  fentiments  on  the  edu- 
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cation  of  boys  in  the  following  terms :  "  I  know,", 
fays  he,  "  that  young  perfons  learn  only  when  they 
c<  are  together,  and  that  their  application  is  languid 
t;  where  there  is  no  emulation.    I  am  as  little  a  friend 
"  to  fchools,  where  the  matter  fcarcely  knows  the 
*'  names  of  his  fcholars ;  where  the  number  is  fo  great 
«  that  he  cannot  diftribute  his  attention  upon  each 
«  of  them,  whofe  compofition  requires  a  particular 
«  attention."    I  mall  conclude  with  a  fimilar  obfer- 
vation  of  Dr.  Barnes,  in  the  paper  to  which  I  have 
before  referred.    "  The  middle  plan  feems  calcu- 
"  lated  to  blend,  in  fome  degree,  the  advantages,  and 
"  to  divide  the  difadvantages  of  both  the  other.  By 
"  enlarging  a  private  fcliool,  fo  as  more  nearly  to 
M  approach  a  public  one,  you  fecure  every  defirable 
«  advantage  for  emulation.    And  by  having  no  more 
"  pupils  than  can  be  under  the  continual  infpeftion 
«e  and  management  of  the  matter,  you  provide  for 
"  that' peculiar  and  conftant  attention  to  every  indi- 
*<  vidual,  which  is  abfolutely  n'ecelTary  to  his  beft 
f  improvement." 

MAXIMS,  IRONICAL  AND  LUDICROUS  * 

To  be  exempt  from  faults,  deprives  a  man  of  the 
merit  of  overcoming  them. 

Overlook  your  own  failings;  be  rigid  towards  the  N 
failings  of  others;  for  it  is  wifer  to  give  indulgence 
to  one  fool  than  to  many. 

*  Continued  from  page  75,  part  L 
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To  be  wifer  to-day  than  yefterday,  is  the  confeiEori 
of  paft  ignorance  or  folly. 

A  pure  ftream  may  difcover  mud  at  the  bottom, 
but  a  muddy  ftream  conceals  it  from  our  view.  j\ 
muddy  undemanding,  therefore,  is  better  fitted  than 
a  clear  one  for  the  arts  of  life. 

Acquire  the  character  of  a  wit,  and  you  may  be 
at  liberty  to  play  the  fool. 

A  blockhead  may  tell  the  truth,  but  a  man  of 
genius  only  mould  prefume  to  lie:  for  original  inven- 
tion is  required  in  the  firft  falfehood  that  is  uttered, 
and  twenty  inventions  afterwards  to  fupport  it. 

The  boafter  has  the  merit  of  being  laborious}  for  he 
mud  always  take  great  pains  to  appear  what  he  is  not. 

By  the  degree  of  your  vanity  your  under/landing 
will  be  nieafured;  for  every  man  has juft  as  much  of 
tire  one  as  he  is  Ihort  of  the  other. 

Retire  from  the  aftive  fcenes  and  duties  of  life, 
and  thus  fecure  your  innocence,  even  though  it  be  at 
the  ex  pence  of  your  virtue. 

Half  the  value  of  a  fecret  confifts  in  the  honour 
derived  from  the  confidence  repofed  in  you:  but  of 
what  avail  is  this  honour,  if  it  be  unknown  ?  Divulge 
a  fecret,  therefore,  confidentially,  and  you  will  at  once 
receive  and  confer  honour. 

To  do  one  thing,  and  think  of  another;  or  to  do 
two  things  at  once;  may  be  regarded  as  marks  of  a 
fuperior  compafs  of  mind. 

If  you  wifh.  to  blazon  your  virtues,  ftate  them  as 
infirmities  of  your  nature,  and  lament  the  evils  whick 
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you  experience  from  your  too-eafy  difpofitlon,  your 
fcrupulous  honour,  and  old-fafhioned  integrity. 

Homo  fum,  humani  nihil  a  me  alienum  puto.  This 
maxim  furnimes  an  everlafting  apology  for  meddling 
in  other  men's  affairs. 

«  AlTume  a  virtue,  if  you  have  it  not." 
Afk  for  every  thing,  that  you  rgay  get  fomething. 
Learn  the  art  of  fmall  talk,  that  is,  to  utter  words 
without  matter.    It  ferves  the  ignorant  as  a  fubftitute 
for  what  they  cannot  fay,  and  men  of  knowledge  for 
what  they  mould  not  fay. 

He  is  the  mod  agreeable  companion  who  can  befl 
be  talked  to;  not  he  who  can  talk  the  bed.  To  be 
a  whetftone  to  the  knowledge  of  others  mould  be  the 
ambition  of  him  who  is  folicitous  to  pleafe.  For  the 
art  of  pleafingjs  to  make  thofe  with  whom  you  con- 
verfe  pleafed  with  themfelves. 

If  you  would  raife  doubts  concerning  your  veracity, 
confirm  what  you  fay  by  alterations. 

It  is  meritorious  to  bear  the  misfortunes  of  a  neigh- 
bour with  the  patience  of  a  Chriftian ;  and  beneficial 
to  mew  him  your  fortitude  by  forwardnefs  to  give 
him  advice  and  confolation. 

"  To  err  in  fmall  things  is,  alas !  my  fate. 

"  Note  well  the  anfwer— You're  exaft  in  great," 

«  As  proof  that  you  poffefs  much  wit, 
"  Be  very  (hy  of  ufing  it." 


«  On  every  fubjett  flill  difpute, 

"  Confute,  change  fides,  again  confute." 
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"  Make  true  and  falfe,  unjuft  and  juft 
"  Of  no  ufe,  but  to  be  difcuft." 

"  °aths  are  but  words,  and  words  but  wind; 
"  Too  feeble  inftruments  to  bind." 

"  Oaths  were  not  purpos'd,  more  than  law, 
"  To  keep  the  good  and  juft  in  awe." 

"  Truth  is  all  previous  and  divine, 
"  Too  rich  a  pearl  for  carnal  fwine." 

"  Honour  is  like  that  glafly  bubble, 

"  That  finds  philofophcrs  fuch  trouble, 

"  Whofe  lead  part  crack'd,  the  whole  does  fljr, 

"  And  wits  are  crack'd  to  find  out  why." 

Experience  gives  wifdom-  and  the  indifcreet  have 
the  largefl:  opportunities  of  acquiring  it. 

"  Heavy  indeed  are  the  taxes  of  the  Hate:  but  we 
"  are  all  taxed  twice  as  much  by  our  idlenefs,  three 
«  times  as  much  by  our  pride,  and  four  times  as 
"  much  by  our  folly." 

Why  mould  you  fet  a  value  on  life,  fince  you 
fquander  time  of  which  it  is  compofed? 

"  A  fleeping  fox  catches  no  poultry.  There  will 
"  be  fleeping  enough  in  the  grave,  as  poor  Richard 
"  fays." 

"  Loft  time  is  never  found  again  5  and  what  we 
"  call  time  enough,  always  proves  little  enough." 

"  Lazinefs  travels  fo  flowly,  that  poverty  foon 
<c  overtakes  her." 

"  He  that  lives  upon  hope  will  die  farting." 
"  In  the  affairs  of  this  world,  men  are  faved  not 
"  by  faith,  but  by  the  want  of  it." 
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We  love  our  prejudices,  fays  an  eloquent  political 
writer,  becaufe  they  are  prejudices:  we  mould,  there- 
fore, hate  what  reafon  approves,  becaufe  it  is  rational. 

The  proverb  fays,  every  thing  has  two  handles. 
Be  fure  always  to  lay  hold  of  the  one  which  beft  fuits 
your  prefent  purpofe. 

When  your  advice  is  afked  on  any  difficult  ques- 
tion, you  will  acquire  the  character  of  a  wife  man,  if 
you  avoid  a  dirett  anfwer,  and  flieker  your  ignorance 
under  the  fage  obfervation  of  Sir  Roger  de  Coverly, 
"  that  much  may  be  faid  on  both  fides." 

If  all  be  well  that  ends  well,  the  event  confecrates 
the  means. 

Think  twice  before  you  fpeak  once;  that  is,  make 
paufes  in  your  converfation;  ufe  expletives  to  allow 
time  for  reflection;  knit  your  brows,  and  affume  the 
air  of  pondering;  then  utter  your  wife  faw,  and  you 
will  pafs  in  the  world  for  a  Solomon. 

Never  give  the  reafon  why,  when  you  exprefs  your 
preference  or  averfion— 

*'  I  do  not  like  you,  Doftor  Fell, 
"  The  reafon  why  I  cannot  tell  j 
"  But  this  I  know  full  well, 
"  I  do  not  like  you,  Doftor  Fell." 

Major  e/l  ilk  qui  judicium  abJiuUt,  quam  qui  meruit. 
From  this  maxim  of  Quintilian  we  may  infer,  that  it 
is  the  glory  of  the  orator,  the  advocate,  the  preacher, 
and  the  free-thinker,  to  perplex  the  truth,  and  to  dis- 
play his  Ikill  in  making  the  worfe  appear  the  better 
reafon. 
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Since  the  union  of  divinity  and  humanity  is  alleged 
to  be  the  great  article  of  our  religion,  it  is  odd,  fays 
Dean  Swift,  to  fee<f  me  clergymen,  when  they  write 
of  divinity,  totally  devoid  of  humanity. 

"  Church-yards  are  dormitories  of  the  dead,  and 
"  churches  are  often  dormitories  of  the  living." 

PIETY  THE  CONSUMMATION  OF  MORALITY. 

j4.ND  when  all  things  jlmll  be  fubdued  unto  him, 
then  Jlmll  the  Son  alfo  be  fubjeel  unto  him  that  put  all 
things  under  him,  that  God  may  be  all  in  all. — 
i  Cor.  xv.  28.  Thefe  words  afford  an  awful  and 
fublime  view  of  the  final  confummation  of  all  things: 
and  though  no  language,  however  energetic  or  dig- 
nified, can  give  us  adequate  conceptions  of  the  coun- 
fels  of  the  Almighty;  yet  the  great  fcheme  of 
divine  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  we  are  affured  by  the 
infpired  Apoftle,  is  carrying  on  with  a  fteady  and 
uniform  progrefs.  The  end  cometh  when  the  kingdom 
Jloall  be  delivered  up  to  the  Father,  and  all  rule,  and 
all  authority,  and  power  Jloall  be  put  down;  that  God 
may  be  all  in  all.  It  is  the  privilege  and  the  glory  of 
our  nature,  that  we  are  formed  with  capacities  for 
the  knowledge  and  love  of  its  great  and  benevolent 
Author.  Limited  as  this  knowledge  and  love  may 
be,  in  the  prefent  infancy  of  our  exiftence,  the  uni- 
verfal  and  fpiritual  dominion  of  God,  which  St.  Paul 
hath  announced,  implies  their  future  exaltation;  and 
that  in  the  exercife  and  improvement  of  our  intel- 


INSTRUCTIONS.  3C>9 


lectual  and  moral  faculties,  we  (hall  ever  be  ap- 
proaching to,  though  ever  infinitely  diftant  from,  the 
Fountain  of  all  excellence.  To  co-operate  with  dU 
vine  wifdom  and  power,  and  to  accelerate  the  com- 
plete fubjedtion  of  our  fouls  to  the  government  oi 
God,  cpnftitutes  our  duty  and  our  higheft  intereft. 
The  duty  enters  into  every  relation  which  we  fuftain 
in  the  prefent  life ;  and  will  be  our  fupreme  and 
sverlafting  good  in  that  which  is  to  come.  Permit 
me,  therefore,  to  call  your  ferious  attention  to  this 
momentous  fubjeft ;  that  we  may  trace  the  divinity 
within  us,  and  difcover  our  intimate  union  with  him, 
in  all  the  moral  dependencies  and  connexions  of  our 
nature.  Morality  is  the  government,  culture,  and 
right  direction  of  the  faculties,  pafilons,  and  affettions 
of  the  human  mind.  That  God  may  be  all  in  all,  He 
muft  become  their  primary  object  j  and  I  fliall  en- 
deavour to:  {hew  that  piety  is  the  confummation  of 
morality,  by  confidering, 

.ill,  Its  connection  with,  and  influence  on,  fe- 
cial j  and, 

2dly,  On  the  perfonal  virtues  of  mankind. 

When  the  Pharifee  tempted  our  Saviour,  inquiring 
of  him,  Which  is  the  great  commandment  in  tke  law? 
Jesus  /aid  unto  him,  thou  Jhalt  love  the  Lord  thy 
God,  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  foul,  and 
•with  all  thy  mind.  Tins  is  the  jirjl  and  great  com- 
mandment.  And  the  fecond  is  like  unto  it.  Thou  f wit 
dove  thy  neighbour  as  thy f elf.  We  have  here  the  au- 
thority of  our  divine  Mafter,  for  the  ftrift  coincidence 
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of  the  love  of  man  with  the  love  of  God.  And  if 
we  view  the  Deity  as  the  parent  of  ouffelves,  and  of 
all  the  inhabitants  of  this  world,  and  feel  towards 
Him  filial  veneration  and  attachment ;  we  are  neceffu. 
rily  incited  to  regard  the  whole  human  race  as  bre- 
thren, to  cherilh  benevolence  towards  them,  and  to 
co-operate  with  our  common  Father  in  the  exercife 
of  beneficence  and  good-will.  Piety  thus  forms  the 
conftituent  of  all  the  generous  and  tender  charities  of 
the  human  heart.  It  moves  us  to  mourn  with  thofe 
that  mourn,  and  to  rejoice  with  thofe  that  rejoice.  It 
fufpends  anger,  mollifies  refentment,  and  difpofes  to 
complete  forgivenefs.  Awfully  fenfible  of  the  great- 
nefs  and  of  the  perfection  of  the  Deity,  and  of  our 
own  imbecility  and  guilt,  we  look  up  to  Him  for  ten- 
dernefs  towards  our  infirmity,  and  for  the  pardon  of 
our  fins.  And  as  our  fellow  creatures  are  in  circum- 
ftances  precifely  fimilar,  we  intuitively  deduce,  from 
fuch  reflection,  the  obligation  of  indulgence  to  them, 
and  the  duties  of  forbearance  and  long-funering:  ' 
and  thus  we  fupplicate  the  Father  of  all  to  forgive 
us  our  trefpaffes,  as  we  forgive  his  children,  and  our 
brethren,  their  trefpajfes  againft  us. 

When  we  contemplate  in  the  Deity  the  fublime 
attribute  of  justice,  as  difplayed  towards  all  the 
fubjects  of  his-  government,  we  derive,  from  this  coti- 
fideration,  the  cleared:  knowledge  of  its  nature  and 
univerfality,  the  pureft  regard  to  it,  and  theftrongeft 
conviction  of  its  moral  obligation.  To  render  to. 
every  one  his  due,  is  the  law  of  juflice,  fimple  in 
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its  Import,  equally  binding  on  all,  and  without  linuV 
tation,  either  of  time  or  place.    The  providence  of 
God  is  one  uniform  difplay  of  it ;  and  though  his 
ways  are  not  our  ways,  nor  his  thoughts  our  thoughts, 
fo  that  we  cannot  always  trace  the  abfolute  equity  of 
his  adminiftrations ;  yet  we  are  allured,  both  from 
reafon  and fcripture,  that  the  Lord  is  righteous  in  all 
his  ways,  and  holy  in  all  his  works.    Impreffed  with 
this  conviftion,  and  elevated  in  our  views  of  the 
divine  attribute  of  juftice,  a  fuperiority  is  formed  to 
every  temptation  to  fraud,  perfidy,  extortion,  and 
violence.    Magiftrates  will  be,  without  partiality,  a 
terror  to  evil  doers,  and  a  praife  and  proteQion  to 
them  that  do  well.    Matters  will  impofe  no  unne- 
ceffary  burthens  on  their  fervant^  and  give  unto  them 
the  retribution  which  is  due;  and  fervants  will  honour 
and  obey  their  matters,  not  with  eye-fervice,  but  in 
finglenefs  of  heart,  with  good-will,  doing  fervice  as 
to  the  Lord,  and  not  to  man.    In  commerce,  the  evan- 
gelical rule  will  be  ftri&ly  obferved;  and  men  in  all 
their  dealings  will  do  unto  others,  as  they  would  that 
others  fliould  do  unto  them.    Even  towards  &e 
brute  creation  the  juftice  of  the  divine  government, 
when  deeply  impreffed  upon  our  minds,  will  power- 
fully and  fteadily  influence  our  -condufl:.    We  lhall 
regard  them  as  nature's  commoners,  and  thus  hold- 
ing a  facred  title  to  the  common  gifts  of  heaven.  We 
ihall  treat  them  neither  with  caprice  nor  cruelty;  we 
fliall  ufe  without  abufmg  them;  an4  we  frail  fee# 
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fuch  as  have  been  domefticated  for  our  benefit  with 
food  convenient  for  them  ;  remembering  the  injunc 
tion  of  God  himfelf,  thou  Jhalt  not  mizzle  the  ox 
when  he  ireadeth  out  the  corn. 

But  Goodness  is  that  attribute  of  the  Deity 
Which  particularly  excites  our  love.    All  the  order 
and  harmony  that  we  behold  in  the  creation  ;  all  the 
felicity  of  the  various  ranks  of  beings  in  the  univerfe; 
and  all  the  benefits  and  privileges  which  we  our- 
felves  enjoy;  are  the  gifts  of  his  bounty.    In  the 
contemplation  of  fuch  extenfivc  beneficence,  we  fym- 
pathizc  and  exult  with  all  animated  nature;  and  our 
minds  glow  with  devout  gratitude  for  our  ample 
participation  in  fuch  diffufive  liberality.    When  the 
h<jart  is  in  this  facred  frame,  the  apoftolical  prediction 
is  fulfilled,  and  God  in  us  is  nil  in  all.    Pride,  envy, 
malice,  and,  revenge  cannot  fubfift  under  fuch  divine 
influences;  and  all  the  fympathetic  affections  will 
expand  and  flourifh  in  full  vigour.    It  is  a  law  of 
the  human  conflitution,  that  by  meditating  upon  we 
love,  and  by  loving  we  affimilate  excellence  to  our 
own  nature.    This  may  in  fome  refpefts  be  true, 
even  when  applied  to  thofe  moral  attributes  of  God, 
which  are  leaf!  the  objects  of  imitation.    And  when 
we  vicwHim  as  a  Being  without  variablenefs  orjhadow 
of  turtiirtfrihe  divine  immutability  prompts  toftea- 
dmefs  in  our  religious  purpofes,  and  to  perfeverance  in 
the  practice  of  every  duty.    The  spirituality  of 
God,  in  like  manner,  impels  us  to  offer  to  Him,  not 
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the  ineenfe  of  the  lips,  but  of  the  heart;  to  dev  te 
our  whole  fouls  to  Him  ;  and  to  worfhip  the  Father 
of  Spirits  in  fpirit  and  in  truth. 

The  limits  prefcribed  to  a  difcourfe  from  the  pul- 
pit will  not  permit  me  to  expatiate  on  thefe  inftruc- 
tive  and  facred  topics ;  and  I  rauft  fatisfy  myfelf  with 
having  thus  briefly  fuggefted  them  to  your  confider- 
ation.  I  fliall  therefore  proceed  to  the  fecond  head, 
deduced  from  my  text,  viz. 

That  the  complete  fpiritual  dominion  of  God  in- 
volves in  it  the  perfection  of  all  our  perfonal  endow- 
ments and  virtues.  He  that  cometh  to  God  mujl  firjl 
believe  that  He  is,  and  that  He  is  the  rewarder  of  them 
that  diligently  feek  Him.  But  faith  implies  know- 
ledge, and  the  great  fources  of  knowledge  are  the 
works  and  the  word  of  God.  The  ftudy  of  thefe, 
therefore,  is  indifpenfably  connected  with  genuine 
piety.  On  every  part  of  nature  the  character  of 
the  Deity  is  deeply  infcribed.  If  we  look  into  our- 
felves,  it  will  be  found  that  we  are  fearfully  and 
wonderfully  made;  and  if  we  contemplate  the  world 
around  us,  we  fhall  behold  on  all  fides  .the  moll 
ftriking  manifestations  of  wifdom,  power,  and  good, 
nefs.  Every  new  difcovery  opens  farther  views;  and 
the  acquifitions  which  we  thus  make  to  our  ftock  of 
fcience  are  unbounded,  becaufe  confiding  of  truths 
multiplied  in  their  relations,  and  capable  of  attrac- 
tion, divifion,  and  eompofition,  to  an  indefinite  extent. 
The  links  of  this  vaft  chain  terminate  in  God;  and 
he  who  is  bed  qualified  to  trace  them  through  all 
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theft1  dependencies,  will  moft  devoutly  adore  that 
Iking,  who  is  the  Caufe  of  caufes,  the  firjl  and  the 
lq/1,  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  the  univerfe.  The 
holy  fcriptures  fpeak  the  fame  language  as  the  book 
of  nature and  in  terms  which,  though  they  exalt 
oar  conceptions,  are  yet  elear  and  intelligible  to  the 
humbled  and  leall  cultivated  minds.  By  the  word  of 
the  Loan  %vere  ihe  heavens  made,  and  all  the  hofil  of 
them  by  the  breath  of  his  mouth.  T/m  heavens  declare 
the  glory  of  God,  and  the  firmament  flieweth  his  handy- 
work.  Great  and  marvellous  are  thy  ways ,  L  ord  G od 
Almighty/  Thou  art  worthy  to  receive glory >-,  honour, 
and  power ;  for  thou  hajl  created  all  things,  and  for 
thy  plcafurc  tiny  are  and  were  created. 

A  rational  faith  in  God  is  pious  truft  and  confi- 
dence in  his  divine  providence,  refignation  to  his 
will,  and  fortitude  in  the  performance  of  duty.  He, 
who  i&omnifcient,  mud  know  what  is  the  higheft  in- 
tereft  of  his  creatures ;  He,  who  is  omnipotent,  can 
Jbe  fubject  to  no  impediment  or  controulj  and  He,  the 
effence  of  whofe  nature  is  goodnefs,  muft  be  ever 
difpofed  to  advance  and  perfect  univerfal  felicity. 
The  apparent  evils  of  life  would  entirely  vanifli, 
could  we  regard  them,  with  full  conviction,  as  the 
difpenfations  of  our  father.  But  in  this  imperfect 
ftate  we  cannot  dived  (Jurfelves  of  human  infirmity. 
SubmuTion,  indeed,  implies  fufferingj  and  antece- 
dently to  refignation  we  muft  feel  the  chaftening  hand 
of  God.  Our  bleffed  Saviour,  under  the  profpect 
of  an  agonizing  death,  prayed  to  his  Father  to  re? 
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move  the  cup  from  him,  thus  evincing  a  full  fenfe  of 
its  bitternefs  and  woe  :  but  he  inftantly  and  devoutly 
adds,  neverthelefs  not  my  will  but  thine  be  done. 
Actuated  by  the  like  piety,  in  loffes,  ficknefs,  and 
pain,  v  e  (hall  be  enabled  to  kifs  the  rod,  and  fupporc 
ourfelves  with  patience,  and  even  cheerfulnefs,  under 
every  tribulation. 

But  true  piety  implies  acYive  as  well  as  paffive  forti- 
tude.   Human  life  is  a  warfare;  and  we  are  called, 
by  the  providence  of  God,  to  trials  and  exertions 
which  involve  in  them  difficulty,  pain,  and  danger. 
Solicitous  to  obtain  the  favour  and  confiding  in  the 
protection  of  our  Maker,  we  are  elevated  above  de- 
grading fears,  and  magnanimous  in  every  good  work. 
Thus  in  the  caufe  of  our  families,  of  our  friends,  of 
our  country,  and  of  mankind,  we  become  difpofed 
and  even  zealous  to  facrifice  eafe,  fortune,  and  life 
itfelf.    For  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  upon  them  that 
love  Him;  He  is  their mighty  protector ',  and  Jlrongjlay. 
hook  at  the  generations  of  old,  and  fee,  did  ever  any 
trufi  in  the  Lord,  and  was  confounded?    Or  whom 
did  He  ever  defpife  that  called  upon  Him?  Though 
i  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  jhadow  of  death,  I 
will  fear  no  evil,  for  Thou  art  with  me;  thy  rod  and 
thy  Jlaff  comfort  me. 

A  mind  fortified  with  fuch  holy  refolutions,  and 
iublime  in  its  conceptions  of  God  and  of  moral  ex- 
cellence, can  be  fubjecl  neither  to  impurity,  intem- 
perance, pride,  nor  covetoufnefs.  Senfual  indulgences 
are  held  in  the  loweft  citimation,  where  true  dignity 
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of  character  fubfifts.  They  are  fubordinate  to  all 
other  enjoyments  j  and  conned*  humanity  with  the 
brutes,  and  not  with  heaven.  Pride  is  fo  oppofite 
to  the  meeknefs  of  a  devotional  fpirit,  afpiring  to- 
wards perfection,  yet  confcious  of  imbecility  and 
guilt,  that  they  can  never  harmonize  together.  Aud 
avarice,  in  proportion  as  it  prevails,  excludes  every 
other  principle  of  aftion ;  it  puts  fordid  means  for 
a  noble  end,  purfues  the  fhadow  for  the  fubftance, 
and  exalts  mammon  above  God.  Two  fuch  matters 
no  man  can  ferve;  for  either  he -will  hate  the  one,  and 
love  the  other ;  or  he  will  hold  to  the  one,  and  de~ 
Jpije  the  other. 

I  have  thus  endeavoured,  with  a  brevity  perhaps 
hardly  juftifiable  on  fo  momentous  a  fubjeft,  to  illus- 
trate, and  to  apply  to  our  edification,  the  predi&ion 
delivered  in  my  text.  That  God  may  be  all  in 
all,  in  the  true  fpiritual  fenfe  of  the  Apoftle,  is  a 
confummation  devoutly  to  be  wifhed:  and  it  is  our 
privilege  and  felicity,  as  rational,  moral,  and  immortal 
beings,  that  we  are  formed  to  participate  in  its-  ac- 
complilhment.  The  world  is  a  fchool  of  inftru&ion 
in  wifdom,  arid  of  difcipline  in  virtue:  and  its  bu- 
finefs,  cares,  fufFerings,  and  even  pleafures,  are  lelTons 
of  Divine  Providence  j  which,  if  rightly  improved, 
will  enlarge  our  faculties,  expand  our  affe&ions,  and 
train  us  to  the  love  and  imitation  of  our  Heavenly 
Preceptor,  Judge,  and  Father.  Let  us  ftudy  to  im- 
prefs  this  devout  fentiment  on  our  hearts ;  and  to 
make  it  our  governing  principle  of  a&ion.    It  will 
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at  once  animate  and  fweeten  life;  will  fupport  us 
under  all  its  viciffitudes ;  and  bring  us  to  the  clofe  of 
it  with  ferenity  and  holy  joy;  enabling  us  at  the  fo- 
lemn  hour  of  diffolution,  to  fay  with  St.  Paul,  /  have 
fought  a  good  fight,  I  have finifhed  my  courfe ;  I  have 
kept  the  faith:  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a 
crown  ofrighteoufnefs,  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous 
judge  fh all  give  me  at  that  day  ;  and  not  to  me  only, 
but  to  all  them  alfo,  who  love  his  appearing.  0  death! 
where  is  thy  fling?  0  grave!  where  is  thy  viclory? 
The  fling  of  death  is  fin;  and  the  flrength  of  fin  is 
the  law.  But  thanks  be  to  God,  which  giveth  us  the 
viclory  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Therefore, 
my  beloved  brethren,  be  ye  flcdfafl,  immoveable,  al- 
ways abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  forasmuch 
as  ye  know  that  your  labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord. 


THE  END. 


Prinlrd  by  Richard  Cnitiwell,  St.  Janics's'-'Strcct.Rath. 
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ERRATA. 

Page  xcvii.  line  7,  for  etfcripta,  read  ex  fcriplh. 
cciv.  —  3,  for  1803,  read  1800. 


